
                  

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Check it out at                                                       

ctryuma.org                                     
Kind comments and suggestions welcome 

+   +   +   +   +   + 
 
Transfiguration Sunday Lessons 

Exodus 34:29-35; Psalm 99; 2 
Peter 1:13-21;  
Luke 9:28-36 

 
 

+   +   +   +   +   + 

 
There is still time to sign up! Come join other local 
congregations for the Global Leadership 
Summit Aug. 10 and 11 at Stone Ridge Church in 
Yuma, which is serving as the host in this region. 
  
We have a great rate for our area churches!  For our 
area churches, we have a rate of $95.00 per person! 
This is a tremendous discount from the regular rate.  
Military and student rate is $89. 
  
Register online at 
https://www.willowcreek.com/rega/#/reg/trans/on
e?invtID=EV-LSS1708-MAIN-199 and use 17GLSUR  
to get the special $95.00 rate! Please be sure to 
identify Christ the Redeemer Anglican Church in 
your registration.  

                    
              Making disciples who make disciples 
                                                               

August 6, 2017 

       

         

 

 

 
 

Activities at Christ the Redeemer 
 

Sunday, August 6   
9 a.m.  Sunday Worship Service 
2 p.m.  Yuma Rehab Hospital Service 
 

Tuesday, August 8 
6:30 a.m. Bible Study at Big Curve Starbucks  
    “Learning to Love Leviticus” 
   

 Wednesday, August 9 
  5:30 p.m.  Eucharist Service at the Church Office 
       
 Thursday, August 10 
   Global Leadership Summit - Stone Ridge Church  
 
 Friday, August 11  
  Global Leadership Summit - Stone Ridge Church 
9:30 a.m. Prayers and Squares - Church Office  

   
  Sunday, August 13 

9 a.m.  Sunday Worship Service 
2 p.m.  Yuma Rehab Hospital Service  
     

 
 

August 20 
Potluck following Worship service 
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In Other Words — Eyewitness to His Glory 

Why do we accept the stories about Jesus as factual 

since they were written so long ago? 

The short answer is that they were written by 

people who saw them and knew Jesus, during a time 

when people who could refute the claims were still 

alive, and people could question these witnesses 

first-hand.  

In our passage from 2 Peter for this Sunday, we see 

that because he is expecting to die soon, he is doing 

what he can to ensure these memories are passed 

on to others for their own recollection and 

promulgation. 

The Greek and Roman pagan culture had many 

myths about their heroes (e.g., Hercules strangling 

snakes in his crib with his little baby demi-god 

hands). Peter is saying that the stories about Jesus 

are not like those myths that were so popular at the 

time. He is telling them that the stories about Jesus 

all come from trusted sources who actually saw 

them — even, and especially, the moment of 

transfiguration of Jesus on the mountain with Peter, 

James, and John. 

Someone once asked me how they knew it was 

Elijah and Moses with Jesus, since there were no 

photos and they weren’t wearing name tags. We 

need to stop thinking that the Bible is a verbatim 

script of everything Jesus did or said in his ministry. 

It’s more like a highlight reel. Does anyone really 

believe that Peter, James, and John didn’t pepper 

Jesus with hundreds of questions about what just 

happened to them as they walked down the 

mountain? “Jesus, who were those guys with you?” 

probably topped the list.  

We often hear Christians, even clergy, say “Jesus 

never said anything about…” Maybe; maybe not. We 

don’t know everything Jesus said. The Bible gives us 

about 41,522 words attributed to Jesus in the  

Gospels. At a standard speaking rate of 125 words 

per minute, that comes out to just under six hours  

of speaking. When we consider the repetition of 

various events and parables in the first three 

Gospels especially (called the Synoptic Gospels), we 

are left with under two hours of total talking to 

represent what Jesus said about everything. Most 

pastors exceed that limit on a single Sunday, never 

mind their entire ministry. 

So we rely on the rest of the New Testament to give 

us a deeper understanding of Jesus’ character and 

perspective. Those who were with him for years 

have great insight, enhanced by the Holy Spirit. We 

should listen to these witnesses, instead of acting   

as though only the red letters of our Bible carry any 

import.  

If we believe the Bible is the inspired Word of God, 

but attribute a higher degree of importance to Jesus’ 

words than those of the Holy Spirit, can we really 

claim to be Trinitarian in our belief?  

We would do well to heed the admonition from 

today’s epistle (2 Peter 1:16-21):  

For we did not follow cleverly devised 

myths when we made known to you 

the power and coming of our Lord 

Jesus Christ, but we had been 

eyewitnesses of his majesty. For he 

received honor and glory from God the 

Father when that voice was conveyed 

to him by the Majestic Glory, saying, 

“This is my Son, my Beloved, with 

whom I am well pleased.” We 

ourselves heard this voice come from 

heaven, while we were with him on the 

holy mountain. 

So we have the prophetic message 

more fully confirmed. You will do well 

to be attentive to this as to a lamp  



shining in a dark place, until the day 

dawns and the morning star rises in 

your hearts. First of all you must 

understand this, that no prophecy of 

scripture is a matter of one's own 

interpretation, because no prophecy 

ever came by human will, but men and 

women moved by the Holy Spirit 

spoke from God. 

Paul told Timothy that all Scripture is useful and 

inspired by God. Peter referred to Paul’s letters “and 

other scripture” — including Paul’s apostolic epistles 

among the term “scripture.” The Gospels hadn’t yet 

been written, with both Peter and Paul being 

martyred for their faith before any of them were 

produced.  

We believe because first-hand accounts of Jesus’ 

ministry show us the stories are accurate. No one 

will let themselves be tortured or killed for 

something they know is a lie. The behavior of these 

witnesses show us their statements are true.  

In His Name, 

Fr. Austin 

 

CTR Parish Council Members 
 

Frank Durham (Sr. Warden)- frankdurham65@yahoo.com 
Mary Sue Houston (Jr. Warden)- neverhom2003@yahoo.com 
Sherri Wayman- sswayman@yahoo.com 
Douglas Holbert- yumadlh@gmail.com  
Maureen Light- mylight1@telus.net 
Everett Whitacre- ewhitacre99@hotmail.com 
Dcn. Linda Stokes- llstokes@mymts.net 
Margie Scheafer- 928-305-0567 
Hillary Thomas- hillaryt50@gmail.com 
Eleanor Lee- Elivator86@gmail.com 

Next Council Meeting: August 30, 2017 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Church Contact Information 

 

Office: 1300 S. 5th Ave., Yuma, AZ  85364 
Office Hours: 9 a.m. – 1 p.m. Mon. – Fri 

Contact: (928) 343-9551 or ctryuma@gmail.com 
Emergency Phone: (928) 247-4001 (Fr. Austin) 

 
Fr. Austin Mansfield, Rector   fr.mansfield@gmail.com 

         Carrie Kositzke, Parish Admin.   ctryuma@gmail.com 
Kenna Tanaka, Music Dir.        kennavienna@yahoo.com 

 
 

 

Lord, we ask you to comfort and sustain all who in this 
transitory life are in sickness, or any other adversity. 
Open the hearts to know your love and feel your 
presence.  We pray for Fr. Austin and his mother, Mary 
Mansfield, Jerry Moon, Ron Raschke, Jo Ann White, 
Dorothy Warner, Cahill, Gordon Dowsett, Margie 
Scheafer, Sean Godfrey, Susan Durham, Travis Follis, 
Jessie Weburg, Zachary Raschke, Phyllis Haskewich, 
Duane Scheafer,  June Durham, Linda Stokes, Jackie 
Hecht,   Ted Neely, Mark Imig, Allyne Woolery, Suzie 
Guelker, Jimmy Rose, Larry & Kathi Raschke, 
Christopher Randle, Julia Lewis, Don McDaniel, Fr. Lee 
Sissel, Dana Morris, Janice  Morris (Dana’s sister in law), 
McKenzie Scheafer, Reese Imhoff, Tom Hofeller, Robert 
Wright, Melodee & Doug Hess, Carroll & Bonnie Brown, 
Kim Dowsett, Kate Taylor, Kris Hartsough, Dorothy 
Green, Sarah Austin, Tina Scheafer, Tom Thomas, Anita 
Brown, Stacey Wisniewski, Keith Gibson, Dick Bundy, 
Evert Andersen, Phadra Vincent, John Henehan, Mary 
Mansfield, Gracie Franklin, Robert Hawk, Fred Diaz, 
Carroll Brown, Darrel Way, and Fischer Family.  
 

If you would like to submit prayer requests for this 
newsletter publication or if you have any updates, 

please contact the church office at 928-343-9551, or 
ctryuma@gmail.com 
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CTR Prayer Project 

Exodus 3:11-12a-But Moses said to God, “Who am I, 
that I should go to Pharaoh and bring the Israelites out 
of Egypt?”  And God said, “I will be with you...”        
What is one of the first questions you ask someone when 
you first meet them?  If you are like me, you usually want 
to know what they do or did for a living.  Instead of 
finding out who they are, we tend to inquire as to what 
they are, attempting to form a first impression in our 
mind based on their reply.  Does it really make a 
difference if they reply that they are “just a stay-at-home 
Dad or Mom” instead of “a neurosurgeon”?  Are we 
attempting to determine the intimacy of our future 
relationship based on their educational background, their 
economic status, or their assumed intelligence?  When 
God told Moses he wanted him to return to Egypt and 
lead His people out of bondage, He didn't ask him first 
about his credentials and qualifications.  If God had asked 
Moses at that point what he did for a living, his reply 
would have been “I'm a shepherd.”  Shepherds were 
considered a lowly caste of people, not even permitted 
into the temple because of their appearance and smell.  
If God were like us, he would have likely passed Moses 
up and looked for someone with a bit more status, but it 
was Moses himself who questioned his qualifications, not 
God.  God knew Moses was the perfect choice for the 
task, not because he outwardly appeared to be a leader, 
but because God knew how He had knit him together in 
his mother's womb, and He knew all that Moses could do 
with Him by his side.   When we are looking for leaders in 
our church community, how do we select them?  Do we 
pick them based on our need rather than God's?  Do we 
select them based on their list of qualifications rather 
than on their potential?  Do we make our decision based 
on what we think their response will be, not wanting to 
be refused?  When we base our decisions on human 
qualifications, we not only limit our choices, but we limit 
God's ability to receive the glory, as well.  God tells us in 
2 Cor. 12:9 that His power is made perfect in man's 
weaknesses.   Remember, Jacob's hip was out of joint; 
Moses stuttered; Daniel was thrown in with the lions; 
and Paul was shipwrecked and imprisoned.  God can 
work through anyone at any time.  Have you seen a need 
in your church?  What is keeping you from volunteering 
to meet that need?  You don't have time?  It's not your 
job?  Someone else gets paid to do it?  So-and-so would 
be able to do it so much faster or better than you?  It's 
easy to make excuses, rationalizing that we don't have 
the calling, the qualifications, or inclination to respond.  
You've heard it said that God doesn't call the qualified; 
He qualifies the called.  Don't attempt to put Him in a box    

and limit what God can or cannot do.  His Word tells us 
there is nothing we can do without Him, and there is 
nothing we can't do with Him by our side.  Our excuses 
are feeble.  Just like Moses'.  As Christians, all of us have 
been called, not just to follow Christ, but also to serve 
Him and our fellow man here on earth.  Look around you.  
Are the same people doing everything in your 
congregation?  Why is that?  Isn't it time for you to quit 
making excuses and step up to the plate?  God promises 
to be right there with you and to provide everything you 
need.  All He needs from you is a willing heart. 

Praying in One Accord-What is one job in your church 
community that you believe can be accomplished in one 
accord with God's will for you?   

Accord Prayer-All-Seeing and All-Powerful God, You 
allow our weaknesses in order to bring You glory; help us 
see our weaknesses as opportunities to work more 
closely with You and rely on Your strengths to shine 
through us.  In Jesus' Name we pray.  Amen. 

Prayer of Thanksgiving-Loving Father, thank You for the 
talents, interests, and capabilities You have given us; 
thank You for encouraging us to use them for Your glory, 
not our own.  Amen. 

+   +   +   +   + 

 


