
                  

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Check it out at                                                       

ctryuma.org                                      

 
 

Tenth Sunday after Pentecost  
1 Kings 19:9-18; Psalm 85:8-13; 

Romans 10:5-15;  
Matthew 14:22-33 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                    
              Making disciples who make disciples 
                                                               

August 13, 2017 

       

         

 

 

 

This Week at Christ the Redeemer 

 
Sunday, August 13   
9 a.m.  Sunday Worship Service 
2 p.m.  Yuma Rehab Hospital Service 
 
Tuesday, August 15 
6:30 a.m. Bible Study at Big Curve Starbucks  
    “Learning to Love Leviticus” 
   

 Wednesday, August 16 
  5:30 p.m.  Eucharist Service at the Church Office 
       
 Friday, August 18  
  9:30 a.m. Prayers and Squares - Church Office  
   
  Sunday, August 20 
9 a.m.  Sunday Worship Service 
Potluck following the Worship Service 
2 p.m.  Yuma Rehab Hospital Service  
     

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

Lord, we ask you to comfort and sustain all who in this 
transitory life are in sickness, or any other adversity. 
Open the hearts to know your love and feel your 
presence.  We pray for Fr. Austin and his mother, Mary 
Mansfield, Jerry Moon, Ron Raschke, Jo Ann White, 
Dorothy Warner, Cahil, Gordon Dowsett, Margie 
Scheafer, Sean Godfrey, Susan Durham, Travis Follis, 
Jessie Weburg, Zachary Raschke, Phyllis Haskewich, 
Duane Scheafer,  June Durham, Linda Stokes, Jackie 
Hecht,   Ted Neely, Mark Imig, Allyne Woolery, Suzie 
Guelker, Jimmy Rose, Larry & Kathi Raschke, 
Christopher Randle, Julia Lewis, Don McDaniel, Fr. Lee 
Sissel, Dana Morris, Janice  Morris (Dana’s sister in law), 
McKenzie Scheafer, Reese Imhoff, Tom Hofeller, Robert 
Wright, Melodee & Doug Hess, Carroll & Bonnie Brown, 
Kim Dowsett, Kate Taylor, Kris Hartsough, Dorothy 
Green, Sarah Austin, Tina Scheafer, Tom Thomas, Anita 
Brown, Stacey Wisniewski, Keith Gibson, Dick Bundy, 
Evert Andersen, Phadra Vincent, John Henehan, Mary 
Mansfield, Gracie Franklin, Robert Hawk, Fred Diaz, 
Carroll Brown, Darrel Way, and Fischer Family.  
 

If you would like to submit prayer requests for this 
newsletter publication or if you have any updates, 

please contact the church office at 928-343-9551, or 
ctryuma@gmail.com 

 
 

 

 

 



CTR Prayer Project 

Luke 8:10-He said, “The knowledge of the secrets of 
the kingdom of God has been given to you, but to 
others I speak in parables, so that “though seeing, 
they may not see; though hearing, they may not 
understand”. 

I just noticed the quotation marks around the last 
part of this verse.  My Bible referred me to Isaiah 
6:9. Isaiah 6:8 is a verse many of us are familiar with, 
especially those of us who have experienced a 
Cursillo Weekend.  “Then I heard the voice of the 
Lord saying, “Whom shall I send?  And who will go 
for us?”  And I {Isaiah} said, “Here am I.  Send me!”  
It's part of Isaiah's commissioning as a prophet of 
God.  But the following verses are less familiar to us: 
“He {God} said, “Go and tell this people: “Be ever 
hearing, but never understanding; be ever seeing, 
but never perceiving.  Make the heart of this people 
calloused; make their ears dull and close their eyes.  
Otherwise they might see with their eyes, hear with 
their ears, understand with their hearts, and turn 
and be healed.”  Why would God send Isaiah out to 
speak to His people, already knowing that they 
would not listen because their hearts were already 
hardened.  A hardened heart is a heart that is 
consumed with sin.  A hardened heart is one that 
has no need for God.  A hardened heart is a heart 
that has no need for redemption because it sees no 
need for repentance.  So, why prophesy to them?  
Isaiah 6:13 holds the answer for us.  “And though a 
tenth remains in the land, it will again be laid waste.  
But as the terebinth and oak leave stumps when 
they are cut down, so the holy seed will be the  
stump in the land.”  Judah was going to be defeated 
by the Babylonians and taken into captivity, but a 
small remnant would remain.  And years later, small 
groups of the faithful, after discovering that they did 
indeed need God, would return and re- 
establish and re-build there.  Our nation is on the 
brink of destruction.  More and more of our 
population is living with hardened hearts---hearts 
that are consumed by sin and have no need 
whatsoever for God.  Ezra 9:8 says, “But now, for a 
brief moment, the Lord our God has been gracious 
in leaving us a remnant and giving us a firm place in 
His sanctuary, and so our God gives light to our eyes 
and a little relief in our bondage.”  Many wouldn't  

go near a Bible today even if you paid them.  Many 
own more than one Bible, but never take the time to 
pick them up and read them.  Many families are 
never hearing the parables because the adults are 
convinced that their children should be allowed to 
grow up and then make their own decision 
regarding whether or not to follow God.  Many are 
unable to understand the parables because they 
have closed their hearts and minds to anything 
having to do with God.  But Jesus told His disciples 
that they (His followers) would understand the 
Parables.  He explained the first parable in detail to 
them, but after that, they relied on the Holy Spirit to 
speak to their hearts about the meaning of each of 
these parables and allegories.  Are you hearing but 
never understanding?  Are you seeing, but never 
perceiving.  Pray for God to open your spiritual eyes 
and ears and for the Holy Spirit to speak to your 
heart about the meaning of each. And then be 
willing to share what He teaches you with everyone 
who will listen---before it's too late. 
 
Praying in One Accord-Whenever we allow the Holy 
Spirit to explain Scripture to us, we are one step 
closer to being in one accord with Jesus and His 
followers. 
 
Accord Prayer-Holy Spirit, Your Word tells us that all 
secrets will be revealed and all truths known; inspire 
us to read and understand the truth found in our 
Bibles, and help us share what we learn with all who 
will listen.  In Jesus' Name we pray.  Amen. 
 
Prayer of Thanksgiving-Lord Jesus, thank You for 
introducing us to the parables---Your way of 
encouraging us to use our spiritual eyes and ears to 
hear and understand more about Your Kingdom.  
Amen. 

Church Contact Information 

Office: 1300 S. 5th Ave., Yuma, AZ  85364 
Office Hours: 9 a.m. – 1 p.m. Mon. – Fri 

Contact: (928) 343-9551 or ctryuma@gmail.com 
Emergency Phone: (928) 247-4001 (Fr. Austin) 

 
Fr. Austin Mansfield, Rector   fr.mansfield@gmail.com 

         Carrie Kositzke, Parish Admin.   ctryuma@gmail.com 
Kenna Tanaka, Music Dir.        kennavienna@yahoo.com 
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CTR Parish Council Members 

 

Frank Durham (Sr. Warden)- frankdurham65@yahoo.com 
Mary Sue Houston (Jr. Warden)- neverhom2003@yahoo.com 
Sherri Wayman- sswayman@yahoo.com 
Douglas Holbert- yumadlh@gmail.com  
Maureen Light- mylight1@telus.net 
Everett Whitacre- ewhitacre99@hotmail.com 
Dcn. Linda Stokes- llstokes@mymts.net 
Margie Scheafer- 928-305-0567 
Hillary Thomas- hillaryt50@gmail.com 
Eleanor Lee- Elivator86@gmail.com 

Next Council Meeting: August 30, 2017 

 
 

Arizona Anglican  
Men’s Retreat 2017 

The Thing Jesus Said DO 
 

August 25 – 27 
Emmanuel Pines Camp, Prescott  

Cost $145 

 

Lead Retreat Speaker:  
The Right Reverend Kenneth Myers 

 
Preacher and Celebrant:  

The Right Reverend M. Keith Andrews 
 

Information/Registration form are attached to this 
newsletter (online and paper copies).   

 
 

+   +   +   +  
 
 

Our Daily Bread 
The next issue (September – November) will   

be available at church on Sunday.  

  

 

 

(Based on this week’s Gospel Lesson) 

Jesus Walks on Water 
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Out Word  

The week’s Old Testament reading starts at a 

point in Israel’s history following a major 

series of events and miracles involving the 

prophet Elijah. It’s a lot like reading the 

epilogue of a book without reading the rest 

of the story that precedes it.  

In order to understand the significance of 

God’s actions in 1 Kings 19:9-18, we need to 

know about what happened in the previous 

chapter involving Elijah and Israel’s evil king 

and queen, Ahab and Jezebel. 

The prophet Elijah challenged Ahab’s 850 

priests who worshipped Baal in order to 

show the weakness of their god compared to 

YHWH, the God of the Israelites (1 Kings 

18:20-39). God answered Elijah’s prayer; the 

priests and prophets of Baal lost pitifully; and 

the people of Israel then fell to the ground 

and worshipped the one true God, YHWH.  

After God ignites the sacrifice and wet wood 

for Elijah, the prophets and priests of Baal 

are captured and brought to another area 

for execution: 

Then Elijah commanded 

them, “Seize the prophets of 

Baal. Don’t let anyone get 

away!” They seized them, 

and Elijah had them brought 

down to the Kishon Valley 

and slaughtered there. (1 

Kings 18:40 NIV)  

 

In the final verses of Chapter 18, in response 

to Israel turning from Baal and back to the 

Lord, Elijah prays for rain to end the drought 

that he prophesied three years before (1 

Kings 18:1).  

So we see powerful miracles happen in 

response to Elijah’s prayers: Causing a 

drought that covers Samaria for three years; 

providing enough food for a widow and her 

son throughout that drought from a small bit 

of flour and oil; raising the widow’s son from 

the dead; igniting wet wood and the sacrifice 

at the altar; and bringing massive rains in 

response to the Israelites’ repentance. 

Whatever Elijah prayed for, happened.  

After the death of the prophets and priests 

of Baal, Ahab hurried back to Jezebel, and 

told her all about what happened. She then 

sent a messenger to Elijah telling him that 

she will ensure he is dead by the next day.  

We’re told in the third verse of Chapter 19 

how Elijah, a mighty man of God, who 

witnessed the awesome power of the 

almighty, responded to her warning:   

Elijah was afraid and ran for his life. 

He runs all the way to the furthest point of 

the kingdom where he leaves his servants, 

and then he runs another day’s journey 

(somewhere between 8 and 30 miles) into 

the wilderness. Elijah now does something 

totally unexpected (verses 4-5): 

 



He came to a broom bush, sat 

down under it and prayed that 

he might die. “I have had 

enough, Lord,” he said. “Take 

my life; I am no better than my 

ancestors.” 5 Then he lay down 

under the bush and fell asleep. 

(NIV) 

In other words, Elijah attempted suicide. We 

don’t like to think of it that way, but that’s 

what praying to die means when one’s 

prayers have the results that Elijah’s did. God 

answered Elijah’s prayer; but this time the 

answer was no.  

God sent an angel instead to minister to 

Elijah, strengthen him, and sent him out on 

another mission.  

Looking closely, we can see the first biblical 

example of Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder 

(PTSD) and treatment.  

Feelings of despair or hopelessness, 

impulsive behavior, fear for one’s safety, 

hypervigilance, are directly described in the 

text and it’s quite likely Elijah felt other 

physical symptoms as well.  

PTSD commonly results from a devastating, 

horrific event happening in a place where we 

normally feel safe and secure. The more 

severe or continuous the exposure is, the 

greater the likelihood of a severe reaction. 

Post-traumatic stress in normal. If we didn’t 

feel stress after a traumatic event, it 

wouldn’t really be traumatic. If, however,  

that stress lasts a long time or is so severe it 

interferes with our ability to function 

normally, we consider it a disorder.  

The slaughter of 850 people, fire igniting his 

altar sacrifice, Jezebel’s messenger finding 

him and threatening him created a rational 

response (fear) to an irrational series of 

incidents. That series of events can be, and 

apparently was, overwhelming.  

Pastoral Crisis Intervention training teaches 

that the response to PTSD, in order to bring 

someone out of that spiral is proximity, 

immediacy, and expectancy (PIE) — “give 

them a piece of PIE.”  

That’s exactly what God did (verses 5-15, 

18): 

All at once an angel touched him 

and said, “Get up and eat.” 6 He 

looked around, and there by his 

head was some bread baked 

over hot coals, and a jar of 

water. He ate and drank and 

then lay down again. 7 The angel 

of the Lord came back a second 

time and touched him and said, 

“Get up and eat, for the journey 

is too much for you.” 8 So he got 

up and ate and drank. 

Strengthened by that food, he 

traveled forty days and forty 

nights until he reached Horeb, 

the mountain of God. 9 … And 

the word of the Lord came to  



him: “What are you doing here, 

Elijah?” 10 He replied, “I have 

been very zealous for the Lord 

God Almighty. The Israelites 

have rejected your covenant, 

torn down your altars, and put 

your prophets to death with the 

sword. I am the only one left, 

and now they are trying to kill 

me too.” 11 The Lord said, “Go 

out and stand on the mountain 

in the presence of the Lord, for 

the Lord is about to pass by.” 

Then a great and powerful wind 

tore the mountains apart and 

shattered the rocks before the 

Lord, but the Lord was not in the 

wind. After the wind there was 

an earthquake, but the Lord was 

not in the earthquake. 12 After 

the earthquake came a fire, but 

the Lord was not in the fire. And 

after the fire came a gentle 

whisper. 13 When Elijah heard it, 

he pulled his cloak over his face 

and went out and stood at the 

mouth of the cave. Then a voice 

said to him, “What are you 

doing here, Elijah?” 14 He 

replied, “I have been very 

zealous for the Lord God 

Almighty. The Israelites have 

rejected your covenant, torn 

down your altars, and put your 

prophets to death with the 

sword. I am the only one left,  

and now they are trying to kill 

me too.” 15 The Lord said to him, 

“Go back the way you came, 

and go to the Desert of 

Damascus. When you get there, 

anoint Hazael king over Aram… 

 18 Yet I reserve seven thousand 

in Israel — all whose knees have 

not bowed down to Baal and 

whose mouths have not kissed 

him.”  

God sent an angel to him, and then drew him 

closer to himself upon the mountaintop the 

Israelites linked to God’s holiness — 

Proximity. 

God brought him food to strengthen his 

body and well as his faith through that angel 

soon after he fell asleep that first day — 

Immediacy. 

God told Elijah that he still had work for him 

to do, that he was not finished yet. He gave 

him a clear understanding that he was still 

capable and useful, and that he would not be 

doing it alone — Expectancy.  

Elijah thought he was alone, but God shows 

him in verse 18 that many other holy people 

were set aside by God to help him in this 

mission. We should avoid the Western 

temptation to assume the writer means an 

actual numeric count of 7,000. To the 

Israelites, and other ancient cultures in the 

region such as the Egyptians, Canaanites, 

and Hittites, numbers were often used as 



rhetorical and spiritual symbols as well as for 

actual counting.  

The number 7 is one of Judaism’s most 

powerful symbols. It represents the creation 

of the world, blessing, and a spiritual 

completion or perfection.  A week is seven 

days long, Pentecost is celebrated after 

seven weeks from the first grain harvest. The 

lampstand (menorah) in the Temple has 

seven branches. The farm land in Israel was 

supposed to be left unused every seventh 

year, and after seven of those cycles (49 

years), the following year was a Jubilee Year, 

in which all slaves were freed, sold land 

returned to its original owners, and all debts 

forgiven.   

In verse 43, as Elijah prays for rain to end the 

drought in Israel, he sends his servant to look 

for rain clouds forming:  

And he said to his servant, “Go 

up and look toward the Sea.” 

He went up and looked and 

reported, “There is nothing.” 

Seven times [Elijah] said, “Go 

back…” 

The number 1,000 also has a symbolic use 

(we use it as a general term to mean “many” 

even today: “thousands of people watched 

the parade”). The word for thousand (elef) 

also means crowd, tribe, or even a military 

group or unit. Many references in the Bible 

show 1,000 used in a general sense to mean 

“many”: Genesis 24:60 has “thousands of ten 

thousands” and Daniel 7:10 mentions “a  

thousand thousands … and … ten thousand 

times ten thousand.” These are not meant as 

arithmetic word problems, rather as imagery 

to indicate a huge number stretching the 

boundaries of one’s imagination. 

With this in mind, we see that God has told 

Elijah that he not only won’t face the 

upcoming challenges on his own, but that 

God has provided a perfect group to help 

achieve their objective, larger than Elijah 

could reasonably expect or imagine, and 

specifically blessed by God for his purpose.  

What began as a terrifying ordeal for Elijah in 

response to Jezebel’s threat has now been 

turned around through God’s healing grace. 

At this point, Elijah is safe, but things aren’t 

looking very good for Jezebel. 

The same is true in our own lives. The 

incredible destruction and inhumanity we 

see in our world — devastating loss and 

suffering (sometimes even in our own circle 

of friends and family) — can lead us to 

hopelessness and misery. But we do not face 

these tragedies alone. God is with us (though 

as a soft voice in the background of our 

hearts), and he provides an amazing support 

group for us if we will step outside our own 

caves of despair and listen for his voice. 

And after the fire came a gentle whisper.     

Grace and Peace, 

Fr. Austin 


