
                  

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Church Contact Information 
Office: 1300 S. 5th Avenue, Yuma, AZ  85364 

Office Hours: 9 a.m. – 1 p.m. Mon. – Fri. 
Contact: (928)343-9551 or ctryuma@gmail.com 
Emergency Phone: (928) 247-4001 (Fr. Austin)  

Fr. Austin Mansfield, Rector                    fr.mansfield@gmail.com 
Carrie Kositzke, Parish Admin.                      ctryuma@gmail.com 
Kenna Tanaka, Music Director             kennavienna@yahoo.com  

 

Readings for the Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost  
Isaiah 56:1, 6-8; Psalm 67;  

Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32;  
Matthew 15: [10-20], 21-28 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                    
              Making disciples who make disciples 
                                                               

August 20, 2017 

       

         

 

 

 

This Week at Christ the Redeemer 

 
Sunday, August 20   
9 a.m.  Sunday Worship Service 
Potluck following the Service – See you there! 
2 p.m.  Yuma Rehab Hospital Service 
 
Tuesday, August 22 
6:30 a.m. Bible Study at Big Curve Starbucks  
    “Learning to Love Leviticus” 
   

 Wednesday, August 23 
  5:30 p.m.  Eucharist Service at the Church Office 
       
 Friday, August 25  
  9:30 a.m. Prayers and Squares - Church Office  
   
  Sunday, August 27 
9 a.m.  Sunday Worship Service 
2 p.m.  Yuma Rehab Hospital Service  
     

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
Lord, we ask you to comfort and sustain all who in this 
transitory life are in sickness, or any other adversity. 
Open the hearts to know your love and feel your 
presence.  We pray for Fr. Austin and his mother, Mary 
Mansfield, Jerry Moon, Ron Raschke, Jo Ann White, 
Dorothy Warner, Cahil, Gordon Dowsett, Margie 
Scheafer, Sean Godfrey, Susan Durham, Travis Follis, 
Jessie Weburg, Zachary Raschke, Phyllis Haskewich, 
Duane Scheafer,  June Durham, Linda Stokes, Jackie 
Hecht,   Ted Neely, Mark Imig, Allyne Woolery, Suzie 
Guelker, Jimmy Rose, Larry & Kathi Raschke, Julia Lewis, 
Don McDaniel, Fr. Lee Sissel, Dana Morris, Janice  
Morris (Dana’s sister in law), McKenzie Scheafer, Reese 
Imhoff, Tom Hofeller, Robert Wright, Melodee & Doug 
Hess, Carroll & Bonnie Brown, Kim Dowsett, Kate 
Taylor, Kris Hartsough, Dorothy Green, Sarah Austin, 
Tina Scheafer, Tom Thomas, Anita Brown, Stacey 
Wisniewski, Keith Gibson, Dick Bundy, Evert Andersen, 
Phadra Vincent, John Henehan, Mary Mansfield, Gracie 
Franklin, Robert Hawk, Fred Diaz, Carroll Brown, Darrel 
Way, and Fischer Family.  
 

If you would like to submit prayer requests for this 
newsletter publication or if you have any updates, 

please contact the church office at 928-343-9551, or 
ctryuma@gmail.com 
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In Word – Grafted to the Tree 

The New Testament epistle reading for this week is 

from Paul’s letter to the Romans (11:1-2a, 29-32). 

The lectionary gives Paul’s introduction to the topic 

he plans to address, then skips to the end of his 

comments for a broad overview of God’s mercy in 

general. You never hear the passage between those 

two portions read in church, but it contains some 

important comments and perspective regarding 

God’s covenant and consistency. 

It begins with a reference to the passage about 

Elijah that was discussed last week (1 Kings 18-19) 

and likens God’s confirmation of a faithful remnant 

then with a similar remnant among the Jews during 

Paul’s time:  

God has not rejected his people whom 

he foreknew. Do you not know what 

the scripture says of Elijah, how he 

pleads with God against Israel?             
3 “Lord, they have killed your prophets, 

they have demolished your altars; I 

alone am left, and they are seeking my 

life.” 4 But what is the divine reply to 

him? “I have kept for myself seven 

thousand who have not bowed the 

knee to Baal.” 5 So too at the present 

time there is a remnant, chosen by 

grace. — Romans 11:2–5 (NRSV) 

Paul then affirms that grace is a gift from God, not 

an entitlement based on status or a payment earned 

by good behavior:  

But if it is by grace, it is no longer on 

the basis of works, otherwise grace 

would no longer be grace. 7 What 

then? Israel failed to obtain what it 

was seeking. The elect obtained it, but 

the rest were hardened, 8 as it is 

written, “God gave them a sluggish 

spirit, eyes that would not see and ears 

that would not hear, down to this very 

day.” 9 And David says, “Let their table 

become a snare and a trap, a 

stumbling block and a retribution for 

them; 10 let their eyes be darkened so 

that they cannot see, and keep their 

backs forever bent.” — Romans 11:6–10  

In rejecting the Messiah, Israel enables the 

rest of the world to notice and accept Jesus as 

their Savior. The realization that the Gentiles 

have received the glory of God that would be 

likewise given to the Israelites if they would 

just accept it spurred many to follow the 

apostles in the Early Church as they shared 

the good news of Jesus Christ and his offer of 

salvation for the whole world. Paul expounds 

on that premise: 

11 So I ask, have they stumbled 

so as to fall? By no means! But 

through their stumbling 

salvation has come to the 

Gentiles, so as to make Israel 

jealous. 12 Now if their 

stumbling means riches for the 

world, and if their defeat means 

riches for Gentiles, how much 

more will their full inclusion 

mean! 13 Now I am speaking to 

you Gentiles. Inasmuch then as I 

am an apostle to the Gentiles, I 

glorify my ministry 14 in order to 

make my own people jealous, 

and thus save some of them. 15 

For if their rejection is the 

reconciliation of the world, what 

will their acceptance be but life 

from the dead! — Romans 11:2–28 

Paul then describes Christians as being grafted onto  



a tree of life created by God as he established 

through Israel. We are not meant to recreate the 

root system by becoming Jewish first or by following 

Mosaic Law, rather we are grafted as a branch onto 

the existing tree from which the Messiah himself 

grew. Yet we are warned to not feel too special 

about it. The Israelites, because of their pride, didn’t 

realize that as God’s Chosen People, they weren’t 

chosen by God because they were special; they were 

special because God chose them. Christians are 

chosen by God (Jesus says in John 6:44, “No one is 

able to come to me unless the Father who sent me 

draws them”), and should be careful that their pride 

doesn’t lead them to think they deserve the grace 

they have received. 

If the part of the dough offered as first 

fruits is holy, then the whole batch is holy; 

and if the root is holy, then the branches 

also are holy. 17 But if some of the 

branches were broken off, and you, a wild 

olive shoot, were grafted in their place to 

share the rich root of the olive tree, 18 do 

not boast over the branches. If you do 

boast, remember that it is not you that 

support the root, but the root that 

supports you. 19 You will say, “Branches 

were broken off so that I might be grafted 

in.” 20 That is true. They were broken off 

because of their unbelief, but you stand 

only through faith. So do not become 

proud, but stand in awe. 21 For if God did 

not spare the natural branches, perhaps 

he will not spare you. 22 Note then the 

kindness and the severity of God: severity 

toward those who have fallen, but God’s 

kindness toward you, provided you 

continue in his kindness; otherwise you 

also will be cut off. 23 And even those of 

Israel, if they do not persist in unbelief, will 

be grafted in, for God has the power to  

 

graft them in again. 24 For if you have 

been cut from what is by nature a wild 

olive tree and grafted, contrary to nature, 

into a cultivated olive tree, how much 

more will these natural branches be 

grafted back into their own olive tree. — 

Romans 11:16–24 

Then Paul addresses the issue that has 

many Christian theologians wondering 

about what God plans to do regarding the 

covenant he made with Israel. From Paul’s 

perspective, it appears that God’s 

covenant with Israel is being deferred, not 

cancelled, and that Israel as a whole (as 

opposed to every individual Jew), will be 

reconciled with God. The covenantal 

aspect of a group versus that of an 

individual can be seen from the atrocities 

of World War II. The 20th-century Nazi 

holocaust killed over six million individual 

Jews, but Israel/Judaism itself has 

survived. Thus the tree to which Christians 

are grafted is not the church, but rather 

the spiritual descendants of Abraham, 

from the roots onward. Christians and 

Jews alike are both part of this same tree. 

How God intends to reconcile the distinct 

branches of that tree, I leave up to God. It 

is sufficient for me to know merely that I 

am part of the grafting onto that tree; I do 

not need to know what other branches 

God intends to graft alongside me.  

So that you may not claim to be 

wiser than you are, brothers and 

sisters, I want you to understand 

this mystery: a hardening has 

come upon part of Israel, until 

the full number of the Gentiles 

has come in. 26 And so all Israel  

 



will be saved; as it is written, 

“Out of Zion will come the 

Deliverer; he will banish 

ungodliness from Jacob.” 27 

“And this is my covenant with 

them, when I take away their 

sins.” 28 As regards the gospel 

they are enemies of God for 

your sake; but as regards 

election they are beloved, for 

the sake of their ancestors … — 

Romans 11:25–28  

It is through Jesus, and only Jesus, that we are able 

to be grafted onto the tree that Paul describes as 

the root source through which our salvation comes. 

The offspring of Abraham includes the shoot from 

the stump of Jesse (Isaiah 11:1), who grew into the 

suffering servant (Isaiah 52-53) that was crucified for 

our crimes so that we could be with him forever.  

The Old Testament is the source of the promises and 

prophesies that are fulfilled in the New Testament. 

You can’t be a “New Testament Christian” without 

recognizing your roots in the Old.  

Grace and Peace, 

Fr. Austin 

 
+   +   +   +  

 

Our Daily Bread  
Devotional 

 
The next issue (September – November)       

is here. Pick up your copy at the   
Greeter Table on Sunday.  

 
 
 
 

CTR Prayer Project 
 
Luke 9:23-24-If anyone would come after Me, he 
must deny himself and take up his cross daily and 
follow Me.  For whoever wants to save his life will 
lose it, but whoever loses his life for Me will save it. 
 
As I was meditating on these Scripture verses a few 
days ago, the word “his” took on a new meaning.  
Simon of Cyrene is the only one who took up Christ's 
cross.  All the rest of us are told we must take up our 
very own cross.  And for each one of us, that “cross” 
is different.  What is it that we are clinging to, but 
just can't let go?  What is it that we are unwilling to 
surrender to Him?  Most certainly, the Cross for 
Christ meant a willingness to die.  A willingness to be 
publicly humiliated for the sake of our salvation.  
Most certainly a willingness to be ridiculed, spat 
upon, and to suffer in service to God.  But our cross 
may be quite different.  It is easy to say we are 
willing to die to self, but it's quite another thing to 
live in denial of self.  It involves a true and total 
commitment to Christ---not just on Sunday, but 
moment by moment throughout each week.  It 
involves a total surrender of self and selfish desires, 
not just at the beginning of each new day, when 
everything is calm, cool, and collected, but moment 
by moment, with the help of the Holy Spirit, taking 
every thought, word, and action captive to 
obedience to God.  It involves a willingness to face 
opposition and not strike back.  It involves a 
willingness to suffer embarrassment, verbal abuse, 
even physical attacks for our faith.  Years ago, we 
would have thought this latter willingness is 
something we would likely never have to endure, 
but today, it is a very real possibility.  It means to   
be willing to risk death just because we call 
ourselves Christians.  Many Christians and most 
Americans either fear death or will do anything they 
can to avoid it.  On the night Christ was arrested and 
tortured, most of His disciples refused to be 
identified with Him, for fear of death.  Taking up   
our cross means understanding that we belong to 
Him---that our lives are His, not our own, and that 
whatever serves His purpose, even if it is the end    
of our earthly lives, must be surrendered to Him.  
Jesus' words are simple, but very demanding.                                  
 



Jesus' words are easy to say, but hard to do. And 
when we have committed our lives to Him and  
made the decision to take up our cross daily and 
follow Him, there is no turning back.  We have made 
the decision to be identified with Him, and no 
matter what our cross is comprised of, we owe it to 
Him to carry it---day in and day out.  What cross are 
you carrying?  Is it self-reliance, self-focus, self-pity? 
Is it power, possessions, pride?  Is it doubt, 
disobedience, despair?  No matter what cross you 
are currently carrying, surrender its weight to the 
One you are following.  And surrender it daily.  Let 
Him show you how to carry it for His sake and for His 
glory.   
 
Praying in One Accord-When we are committed to 
denying ourselves for His sake, day after difficult 
day, we are in one accord with His will for us. 
 
Accord Prayer-Lord God, whatever my cross might 
be, help me carry it to the point of crucifixion; help 
me be worthy of You in my willingness to deny 
selfish desires, my willingness to persevere in the 
face of opposition, and my willingness to daily 
surrender my will to Yours.  In Jesus' Name I pray.  
Amen. 
 
Prayer of Thanksgiving-Lamb of God, thank You for 
sacrificing Yourself on the Cross, the altar of 
submission and obedience to the Father; thank You 
for helping us do the same.  Amen. 
 

 

 
CTR Parish Council Members 

 

Frank Durham (Sr. Warden)- frankdurham65@yahoo.com 
Mary Sue Houston (Jr. Warden)- neverhom2003@yahoo.com 
Sherri Wayman- sswayman@yahoo.com 
Douglas Holbert- yumadlh@gmail.com  
Maureen Light- mylight1@telus.net 
Everett Whitacre- ewhitacre99@hotmail.com 
Dcn. Linda Stokes- llstokes@mymts.net 
Margie Scheafer- 928-305-0567 
Hillary Thomas- hillaryt50@gmail.com 
Eleanor Lee- Elivator86@gmail.com 

Next Council Meeting: August 30, 2017 

 
 

Arizona Anglican  
Men’s Retreat 2017 

The Thing Jesus Said DO 
 

August 25 – 27 
Emmanuel Pines Camp, Prescott  

Cost $145 

 

Lead Retreat Speaker:  
The Right Reverend Kenneth Myers 

 
Preacher and Celebrant:  

The Right Reverend M. Keith Andrews 
 

Registration form and information are available               
at the Greeter Table.    

 
+   +   +   +  

Crumbs from the Table 
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