
                  

 

 
 

 

 

Out Word – Sosthenes 

The New Testament letters are a lot like email.  

When you get an email, the sender, recipient, and 

subject are immediately identified before you start 

reading the body of the text. In the old pen and paper 

style of letter writing, you saw the intended recipient 

at the start of the letter, but had to go to the very end 

to see who it was from.  

The New Testament letters read like emails in that 

regard. The first sentence usually identified the 

writer, with the next one telling who it’s being 

written to, followed by the salutation, or greeting.  

Our lectionary left that out in last week’s epistle 

reading, and I think we miss an important message 

from the Apostle Paul by leaving it out.     

Paul, called to be an apostle of Christ 

Jesus through the will of God, and 

Sosthenes our brother, to the church 

of God sanctified in Christ Jesus that 

is in Corinth, called to be saints, 

together with all those who call upon 

the name of our Lord Jesus Christ in 

every place, their Lord and ours. 

Grace to you and peace from God our 

Father   and the Lord Jesus Christ. —     

1 Corinthians 1:1–3 

Paul establishes his bona fides as a representative of 

Jesus by declaring his apostleship, and he then 

vouches for some guy named Sosthenes whom we 

don’t recognize, but who is apparently a very strong 

Christian since Paul is bothering to mention him. 

Paul’s lack of further information indicates that he  

 

believes the Corinthians will recognize this 

Sosthenes merely by his being mentioned once.  

To learn who Sosthenes might be, we should look at 

Luke’s description of Paul’s adventures when he was 

in Corinth about four years earlier. In his second 

missionary journey, Paul stayed in Corinth for about 

18 months around A.D. 52-53. About four years 

later, from Ephesus, Paul wrote to the Church in 

Corinth regarding some troubles they’d contacted 

him about.  

Luke tells us in Acts 18 about an incident involving a 

synagogue ruler who tried getting Paul thrown in 

prison during his time in Corinth:  

Now when Gallio was proconsul of 

Achaia, the Jews rose up with one purpose 

against Paul and brought him before the 

judgment seat, saying, “This man is 

persuading people to worship God 

contrary to the law!” But when Paul was 

about to open his mouth, Gallio said to the 

Jews, “If it was some crime or wicked 

villainy, O Jews, I would have been 

justified in accepting your complaint. But 

if it is questions concerning a word and 

names and your own law, see to it 

yourselves! I do not wish to be a judge of 

these things.” And he drove them away 

from the judgment seat. So they all seized 

Sosthenes, the ruler of the synagogue, and 

began beating him in front of the judgment 

seat. And none of these things was a 

concern to Gallio. — Acts 18:12–17   
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Most of us would likely show little sorrow if the guy 

trying to get us wrongly put in prison suffered some 

unexpected street justice when the plot fell apart. But 

Paul seems to have been cut from a different cloth. 

Just a few paragraphs earlier, in Chapter 16, Luke 

shows us Paul’s reaction to his jailer in Philippi when 

an earthquake opens the cells of all the prisoners. 

The jailer is terrified because he faced death by the 

Roman government if any prisoners escaped.  

And after the jailer was awake and saw the 

doors of the prison open, he drew his sword 

and was about to kill himself, because he 

thought the prisoners had escaped. But 

Paul called out with a loud voice, saying, 

“Do no harm to yourself, for we are all 

here!” And demanding lights, he rushed in 

and, beginning to tremble, fell down at the 

feet of Paul and Silas. And he brought them 

outside and said, “Sirs, what must I do so 

that I can be saved?” And they said, 

“Believe in the Lord Jesus and you will be 

saved, you and your household!” And they 

spoke the message of the Lord to him, 

together with all those in his house. And he 

took them at that very hour of the night and 

washed their wounds, and he himself was 

baptized at once, and all those of his 

household. And he brought them up into his 

house and set a meal before them, and 

rejoiced greatly that he had believed in God 

with his whole household. — Acts 16:27–34  

That’s the type of disciple Paul was. Despite his hot 

temper, he was quick to show Christ’s love to people 

who had persecuted him. There’s no definitive proof 

in the Bible, but inductive reasoning leads us to the 

likely indication that Paul felt pity for the beaten 

Sosthenes, who after his beating probably went home 

alone to his wife and children to nurse his physical 

and emotional wounds. The unexpected kindness of 

Sosthenes’ intended victim arriving at his door to 

comfort and pray for him, is entirely within the 

framework Luke provided in describing Paul’s 

behavior toward his jailer in Philippi.  

That Sosthenes was now an ally — “our brother” — 

in the sharing of the Gospel would be a joyous event 

for Paul, one he would be sure to mention to the new 

church in Sosthenes’ hometown of Corinth.  

How different would our world and nation be if we 

showed the same level of compassion and grace to 

our enemies as Paul did on his missionary journeys? 

If we reacted to the people who wronged us with 

love instead of vengeful anger, how much better off 

would we be? 

If we could each change just one enemy into a 

Sosthenes, imagine the difference it would make. 

Clearly, it’s what Jesus expects from us: 

This is my commandment: that you love 

one another just as I have loved you. — 

John 15:12  

Grace and Peace, 

Fr. Austin 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

Readings for the   
Second Sunday of Advent   

Isaiah 40:1-11 
Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13 

2 Peter 3:8-15a 
Mark 1:1-8 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Church Contact Information 
Office: 1300 S. 5th Avenue, Yuma, AZ  85364 

Office Hours: 9 a.m. – 1 p.m. Mon. – Fri. 
Contact: (928)343-9551 or ctryuma@gmail.com 
Emergency Phone: (928) 247-4001 (Fr. Austin)  

Fr. Austin Mansfield, Rector                    fr.mansfield@gmail.com 
Carrie Kositzke, Parish Admin.                      ctryuma@gmail.com 
Kenna Tanaka, Music Director             kennavienna@yahoo.com  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

This Week at Christ the Redeemer 
 Sunday, December 10~ 2nd Sunday of Advent 
 9 a.m.  Sunday Worship Service 
 2 p.m.  Yuma Rehab Hospital Service 
 
Tuesday, December 12 
6:30 a.m.  Bible Study at Big Curve Starbucks  
10 a.m. Paper folding with Karn 
 
Wednesday, December 13 

  5:30 p.m.  Eucharist Service at the Church Office 
         
  Friday, December 15 
  9 a.m. Prayers and Squares at Church Office 
   
  Sunday, December 17 ~ 3rd Sunday of Advent 
9 a.m.  Sunday Worship Service 
2 p.m.  Yuma Rehab Hospital Service  
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
Lord, we ask you to comfort and sustain all who in 
this transitory life are in sickness, or any other 
adversity. Open the hearts to know your love and 
feel your presence.   
 
We pray for the Mike Kositzke, Susan Schulz,  
Kenna Tanaka, Zoë Hawk and family, Mary Moon,  
Fr. Austin, Kate Taylor, Motty Durham, Ron 
Raschke,  Chad Raschke, Jo Ann White, Dorothy 
Warner, Cahil, Gordon Dowsett, Margie Scheafer, 
Sean Godfrey, Travis Follis, Jessie Weburg, Zachary 
Raschke, Phyllis Haskewich, Duane Scheafer,  June 
Durham, Dcn. Linda Stokes, Jackie Hecht, Ted 
Neely, Mark Imig, Allyne Woolery, Suzie Guelker, 
Jimmy Rose, Larry & Kathi Raschke, Julia Lewis,  
Don McDaniel, Fr. Lee Sissel, Dana Morris, Janice  
Morris (Dana’s sister in law), McKenzie Scheafer, 
Reese Imhoff, Tom Hofeller, Robert Wright, 
Melodee & Doug Hess, Carroll & Bonnie Brown, 
Kim Dowsett, Kris Hartsough, Dorothy Green,  
Sarah Austin, Tina Scheafer, Tom Thomas, Anita 
Brown, Stacey Wisniewski, Keith Gibson, Dick 
Bundy, Evert Andersen, Phadra Vincent, John 
Henehan, Mary Mansfield, Fred Diaz, Carroll 
Brown, Darrel Way, and Fischer Family.  
 
 
 
 

If you would like to submit prayer requests for this 
newsletter or if you have any updates, please 

contact the church office at 928-343-9551,                                    
or ctryuma@gmail.com 

 

 
 

 

 

mailto:ctryuma@gmail.com
mailto:ctryuma@gmail.com


CTR PRAYER PROJECT 
Romans 12:5-So we, who are many, are one body 
in Christ, and individually members one of 
another. 
 
We like the idea of being one Body in Christ.  We 
picture the Vine and its branches, and the concept 
of being a part of Christ.  Taking in nourishment 
from that Vine and being an extension of that Vine 
makes us feel good.  We look forward to bearing 
fruit in and through the Vine.  But how do we feel 
about bearing fruit for one another?  Is that asking 
too much?  Or, how about being okay with the idea 
of bearing fruit with and for the branches closest 
to us, but not so much the ones we aren’t familiar 
with---or that aren’t pulling their load, ---or that are 
taking nutrition from the Vine, but not producing 
much fruit? Or how about the branches that are 
getting lots of praise for the quality and quantity 
of fruit they are producing, while others get little 
or no recognition at all?  This passage from 
Romans reminds us that not only are we one Body 
in Christ, but we are individually members one of 
another.  If we have died to sin and been raised to 
new life in Christ, none of us lives apart from 
Christ.  And if all of us---MANY---are one in Christ, it 
stands to reason that we are one with each other.  
The Church is the Body of Christ, with Christ as its 
Head, and all the rest of us---those living here on 
earth and those who still live spiritually in Christ in 
heaven---are members of that One Body.  And as 
with the human body, all the members (parts) co-
exist for the welfare of the Body and are 
dependent upon each other in order to keep the 
Body functioning properly.  We need each other!!!  
(Recently, several of my body parts were not 
functioning properly, but when my non-
functioning gall bladder was removed, they all 
perked up and resumed their normal beneficial 
activities.)  God’s Word tells us that God’s Holy 
Spirit breathes life into us, and it is the Holy Spirit 
of God living in us that enables us to be seen by 
God as holy and righteous.  We may not see each 
other as “saints” (believers); we may not see 
others in the Church as holy or righteous, but God 
sees every one of us as righteous as Christ because  
 

we are ALL cleansed with the shed Blood of Christ 
and Christ’s Spirit dwells in ALL of us.  And God 
sees ALL the branches on the Vine as equally holy 
and righteous.  The very same Spirit who 
empowered Abraham, Noah, Moses, David, Peter, 
Paul, and yes, even Mother Teresa to bear fruit for 
Christ is at work in you and me, along with every 
brother and sister in Christ (regardless of 
denominational preference), enabling every one of 
us to not only support the Vine, but also to nourish 
and support one another.  A spiritually healthy 
branch contributes to the overall health of the 
Vine (God’s Kingdom).  Together, in Christ, we are 
the Church.  Never think the Church doesn’t need 
you.  You and I are as precious to Christ as the 
Bride is to her Groom. 
 
Praying in One Accord-When we are in one accord 
with our brothers and sisters in Christ throughout 
the physical and spiritual world, we are in one 
accord with our Lord, Jesus Christ. 
 
Accord Prayer-Lord Christ, You are the Vine and 
we are the branches; You are the Head and we are 
Your Body.  Unite us in You and help us see one 
another as vital to the health of Your Church.  In 
Jesus’ Name we pray.  Amen. 
 
Prayer of Thanksgiving-Holy Spirit, apart from You 
we can do nothing.  Thank You for reminding us of 
all that we have in common with Your Church 
throughout the world and in heaven; thank You for 
the communion of saints.  Amen. 
 
 

CTR Parish Council Members 
 

Frank Durham (Sr. Warden)- frankdurham65@yahoo.com 
Mary Sue Houston (Jr. Warden)- neverhom2003@yahoo.com 
Sherri Wayman- sswayman@yahoo.com 
Douglas Holbert- yumadlh@gmail.com  
Maureen Light- mylight1@telus.net 
Everett Whitacre- ewhitacre99@hotmail.com 
Dcn. Linda Stokes- llstokes@mymts.net 
Margie Scheafer- 928-305-0567 
Hillary Thomas- hillaryt50@gmail.com 
Eleanor Lee- Elivator86@gmail.com 

Next Council Meeting: Dec. 27, 2017 
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GREETER TABLE ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

ECW Invitation-The ladies of CTR are invited to join 
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church Women for their annual 
Corporate Communion and Christmas Luncheon 
on Thursday, December 14, at 11:30am at St. Paul’s 
Church. They want us to come and meet their new 
Pastor, who is from India. Potluck lunch will follow 
in the Parish Hall.  Please sign up at the Greeter 
Table today so we can RSVP. 
 
CTR Directory Changes-Please verify and make any 
necessary changes to your name, address, phone 
number and email address at the Greeter Table.  
Winter members are encouraged to add their info 
if it is not already included.  Check your info and 
put O.K. and your Initials if it is still correct.  The 
new directory will be sent via email for you to keep 
on your computer or print out. 
 
Potluck Leftovers-A black cloth tote bag and a 
silver Advent wreath were left behind at last 
Sunday’s potluck.  Call Dorothy Warner 
(928-726-8800) if they are yours. 
 
Thank You-To all who participated in last Sunday’s 
worship and potluck, a big thank-you.  The food 
was delicious and plentiful, and our guests were 
overwhelmed by our friendly welcome and our 
enthusiasm.  Special thanks to our Kitchen Angel, 
Doug Holbert, and the men and women who set 
up, cleaned up, and loaned Advent wreaths for 
decorating.   
 
Calling all Socks-Crossroads Mission needs socks---
men’s, women’s, and children’s---all kinds, sizes, 
shapes, and colors. Just make sure they are NEW. 
Bring them any Sunday in December to the Greeter 
Table. 
 
Advent Devotionals-There are a few copies of the 
printed CTR Advent Devotional at the Greeter 
Table for those who do not have a functioning 
home printer.  If you don’t see them ask the 
Greeters to sign you up for one. 
 
CTR Christmas Cards-Thanks to everyone for 
signing them.  They were sealed with our love and 
mailed out this past week. 

A Note From the  

Altar Guild 
 
Poinsettias for thanksgiving 
or memorial are available 
for order.  Plants will go to 

Yuma Nursing Center, shut-ins, and people in the 
hospital. This is an annual fundraiser for the Altar 
Guild, too.  The donations will go to purchase a 
new lavabo, candle oil, replacement linens, and 
other items as needed. If you are interested in a 
goodwill offering to help buy these items, that 
would be appreciated as well.  Thank you and May 
God bless you and your family this upcoming 
Christmas season! 

 

------ Cut here and submit with offering ------ 

 

                                      

From: 

________________________________ 

Indicate in Memory of/Thanksgiving 

for:  

________________________________ 

 

Amount of donation:  ___________________   

Suggested donation is $ 15 

 

 

Thank you for supporting the Altar Guild 

with your offering.   

Additional copies of this form are available 

at the Greeter Table. 

 

Poinsettia 

Altar Flowers 

for 

Christmas 

Eve 



2018 BACK TO THE DESERT CURSILLO RETREAT  
 

You are invited to attend a fun weekend of spiritual 
renewal. It is hosted by Christ the Redeemer 
Anglican Church.  All are welcome to join us! 
 
Theme: “A Child of God”  

 
When:  Jan. 26 – 28, 2018 
 
Where: Trinity United Methodist Church 

3030 S. 8th Ave - Yuma, AZ 85364 
 
Cost:  $35.00 singles 
 $70.00 couples 
(make checks payable to Yuma Anglican Cursillo) 
 
Deadline: Monday, January 15, 2018 
 
Check-in: Friday, Jan. 26 at 6 p.m. 
 
Check-out: Sunday, Jan 28 after the 9 a.m. service at 
Christ the Redeemer located at 1681 S. 6th Ave.  
(Lunch will be served after the service) 
 
Sleeping Choices: 

(1) Sleep at the church on cots 
(2) Motels 
(3) Guest in someone’s home 

 
    

 
 
 
 

Fill out and return 
 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Name 
 

 
 

Address  
 

 
 

Phone (home) 
 

 
 

Phone (cell) 
 

 
 

Email  
 

 
 

Parish/Church 
 

 
  

Sleeping preference  
 

 
 

Food Allergies 
 

 
 

Amount Paid 

 
 

Special Gifts (please circle) 
Kitchen      Music Altar Guild Lay Reader 
 
MAIL TO:  
Frank and Motty Durham 
1206 W 13th Place 
Yuma, AZ 85364 
 
OR Email: mottydurham@yahoo.com 
 
Phone: 928-503-1674 (Motty) 
 928-503-4822 (Frank) 
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