
      

 

 

 

Church Office:  
1300 S. 5th Avenue, Yuma, 85364                  

(928) 343-9551 
Wed. Eucharist Service Location, 5:30 p.m. 

ctryuma@gmail.com 
Fr. Austin Mansfield, Rector (928) 247-4001 

fr.mansfield@gmail.com 
 

Sunday Worship Service Location: 
1681 S. 6th Avenue    9:00 a.m. 

 
Find us Online: ctryuma.org  

 
Find us on Facebook: 

Christ the Redeemer Anglican Church,  
A Christian Community 

 ___________________________________ 
 

Parish Council Members 
 

Senior Warden 
Mary Sue Houston, 

neverhom2003@yahoo.com 
 

Junior Warden 
Frank Durham, frankdurham65@yahoo.com 

 
Treasurer  

Jeffrey Polston, Jeffrey@matpc.com  
 

Douglas Holbert, yumadlh@gmail.com 
 

Maureen Light, mylight1@telus.net 
 

Everett Whitacre, ewhitacre99@hotmail.com 
 

Deacon Linda Stokes, llstokes1@me.com 
 

Hillary Thomas, hillaryt50@gmail.com 
 

Hugh Durham, husuduyu@aol.com 
 

Jennifer Kircher, jangyuma@yahoo.com 
 

Jo Towner, josephine.towner@gmail.com 
 

Next Parish Council Meeting: Nov. 28, 2018 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

                    
              Making disciples who make disciples 
 
                November 25, 2018 
                                                            

August 12, 2018 

       

         

 

 

 
 

On November 13, Hillary Thomas and I met up with a CarePortal 
client and her 2-year-old child to go shopping at Sears for stroller and 
winter clothes. I want to share my experience with you, my church 
family as a way of encouraging you to step out in faith and help 
those in need…not just with money but with your gifting and love.  
 
As a single mom I know how hard it is to live on minimum wage, 
paying for child care and trying to provide the necessities of life for 
your child. It can be hard. So I needed minimal prompting from the 
Holy Spirit to respond positively to the CarePortal request that came 
across my computer. I saw the request, left it, prayed about it, slept 
on it, and in the morning it was still there so I responded. Then I 
received the clients name and phone number and I called to set up a 
meeting. I also sent out a request to our church family for someone 
to accompany me and Hillary responded.  
 
Together we spent about 40 minutes shopping, with the child 
climbing in every available stroller and not seeming the least bit 
interested in the clothes we picked out. That being said it was still 
fun. As we headed towards the cash register I asked the mom if she 
needed anything. This was not part of the CarePortal request, but I 
know moms always put their needs last and in this case she admitted 
she found it hard to ask for help. In the end we got her a jacket as 
well. Hillary and I shared the cost of the items purchased, and as we 
share our goodbyes, I could not help wondering about the mystery 
of God in our world. That client could very well have been me, 50 
years ago. That child could very well have been my little girl. Pig tails 
and all. 
 
Side note: This mom works at the restaurant where one of our men’s 
groups meet. Coincidence? She does not presently attend church. 
Godsequence? She has little family support. Holy Spirit? Right now 
she is going through a rough time in her life. CtR? You never know 
how God works, so I will continue to pray for her and her child and 
ask you to do the same. 
 
Deacon Linda 
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Sunday, November 25  Christ the King Sunday 
9 a.m. Sunday Worship Service    
1 p.m.  Pastoral Visitation Yuma Rehab Hospital 
 
Tuesday, November 27 
6:30 a.m. Bible Study (Judges) at Starbucks                  

on 32nd St.  
 
Wednesday, November 28 

  5:30 p.m.  Eucharist Service at the Church Office 
  6:30 p.m. Parish Council at the Church Office 

   
 Friday, Nov. 30 
  9 a.m. Prayers and Squares at the Church Office 
 
 Saturday, Dec. 1 
  9:30 a.m. Discipleship Training  
 
           
 Sunday, Dec. 2 First Sunday of Advent 
9 a.m.  Sunday Worship Service  
1 p.m. Pastoral Visitation – Yuma Rehab Hospital 

________ 
 

SAVE THE DATE: 
 

Jan. 20, 2019 ~ Annual Meeting 
and Potluck following the service.   

 
Jan. 25 – 27, 2019 ~ Back to the Desert  

Cursillo Retreat 
See the Greeter Table for more information 

 

 
Lord, we ask you to comfort and sustain all who 
in this transitory life are in sickness, or any other 
adversity. Open the hearts to know your love and 
feel your presence.   
 
We pray for Gladys Lemmon, Russ Bedinger, 
Dorothy Green, Anna and April, Jan Riebe, Alan 
and Jennifer Kircher, Sally Houston, Clarence 
Slater, Dawn Arnold, Quaid & Dona Smith, Scotty 
Haskell, Laura Aldridge, Zoe Hawk, Jessie Orta, 
Wendall Girard; Ted Cleary, Aurora Hecht, JoAnn 
White, Karen and Frank Robles, June Durham, 
Isaac, Mary Moon, Fr. Austin, Motty Durham, 
Chad Raschke, Gordon Dowsett, Margie Scheafer, 
Sean Godfrey, Zachary Raschke, Phyllis 
Haskewich, Duane Scheafer, Dcn. Linda Stokes, 
Jackie Hecht, Suzie Guelker, Jimmy Rose, Larry & 
Kathi Raschke, Fr. Lee Sissel, McKenzie Scheafer, 
Kim Dowsett, Sarah Austin, Tina Scheafer, Anita 
Brown, Stacey Wisniewski, Dick Bundy, John 
Henehan, Mary Mansfield, Fred Diaz, Betty (Bo 
Peep) Penny.  
 
 

PLEASE NOTE: All prayer requests will be removed 
from the list after 4 weeks unless otherwise notified. 

 

If you would like to submit prayer requests for this 
newsletter or if you have any updates, please contact 

the church office at 928-343-9551,                                    
or ctryuma@gmail.com 

mailto:ctryuma@gmail.com


2018 Thanksgiving                                                  

New Life Pregnancy Center 

I saw an announcement on one of those large 

marquee-type signs at one of our local elementary 

schools that said, “Happy Thanksgiving! Gobble-

gobble, wobble-wobble,” and remembered 

hearing so many people while I was growing up 

refer to Thanksgiving as “Turkey Day.”  Although 

many of us have noticed with dismay our secular 

culture’s efforts to “take Christ out of Christmas,” 

it seems the effort to take God out of Thanksgiving 

has gone unnoticed. 

The annual celebration that now focuses on 

flightless fowl and assorted fixin’s originally 

regarded a higher grace from our Heavenly Father. 

Even the word itself, Thanksgiving, is steeped in 

biblical theology.  

The Greek word we translate as thanksgiving is a 

composite of the prefix, eu, which means with, and 

charis, which means both gift and thanks. When 

we refer to gifts of the Holy Spirit, the Bible calls 

them charisms. People with certain outgoing 

personalities, and churches with an emphasis on 

spiritual gifts are called charismatic. Yet even more 

commonly, the Bible uses the word to convey 

thanks and thankfulness.  

Of the 63 times the idea of giving thanks is used in 

the New Testament, 55 of them use charis or 

eucharist to describe the action —including 

references to Jesus giving thanks to the Father for 

the bread and wine at the Last Supper and the 

loaves and fish before feeding the multitudes. 

There is always a spiritual connection in the biblical 

Thanksgiving, and there should always be one in 

ours.  

Our national day of Thanksgiving evokes images of 

pilgrims and Indians in Massachusetts, but the idea 

reaches back to the English Reformation under 

Henry VIII, during which days of Thanksgiving and 

religious services were introduced to offset the 

large number of religious holidays on the Roman 

Catholic calendar.  

According to James Baker, in his book 

Thanksgiving: The Biography of an American 

Holiday, Christians in England before 1536 had 147 

days each year they were required to go to church 

and not work (each Sunday and 95 Church 

holidays). In 1536, the Reformation reduced the 

number of Church holidays to 27, with those 

eventually being replaced by the Puritans with 

special Days of Fasting or Days of Thanksgiving, 

relating to events the Puritans considered acts of 

divine providence. Disasters called for Days of 

Fasting; special blessings called for Days of 

Thanksgiving (e.g., the 1611 drought, 1613 floods, 

and plagues of 1604 and 1622 called for Days of 

Fasting; the 1588 defeat of the Spanish Armada 

brought a Day of Thanksgiving). Following the 

failure of the Gunpowder Plot in 1605, an annual 

Day of Thanksgiving began and developed into Guy 

Fawkes Day on November 5.   

The celebrations of events attributed to God’s 

blessing and divine intervention reminded English 

Christians that spiritual thanks is the appropriate 

response to spiritual gifts.  

Our fact-starved depiction of the first American 

Thanksgiving feast portrays a large, multicultural 

picnic devoid of any spiritual perspective. Should 

we really be surprised four centuries later that we 

still leave God at the door while we stuff ourselves 

with food?  

To counteract this tendency, Christ the Redeemer 

sought out a way to share the abundance we have 

been gifted with by God (charis) with others (eu) 

and “adopted” two families through the New Life 

Pregnancy Center, to enable them to celebrate 

God’s love for them in a tangible way.  



Your generosity has enabled us to provide for 

them again for Christmas as well. In the photos 

below, Dcn Linda, Everett, and I were able to able 

to “eucharist” with these two families in 

celebration of God’s loving grace.  

 
 

 

 

As you prepare to celebrate this Thanksgiving with 

your own families, I’d like to share these two 

thoughts from the Apostle Paul: 

First, I give thanks to my God 

through Jesus Christ for all of 

you, because your faith is being 

proclaimed in the whole world. 

— Romans 1:8    

and 

 

Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift! 

—2 Corinthians 9:15    

May you and your family have a wonderful and 

blessed Thanksgiving! 

Your Brother in Christ, 

Fr. Austin 

 

 

Readings for the Last Sunday  
after Pentecost 

Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14; Psalm 93;  

Revelation 1:4b - 8; John 18:33-37 

 
 

 
On Sunday, December 2, we will be singing "Count Your 

Blessings".  This is a new song (to CtR). You may 
recognize it once you hear the tune as Kenna has been 

playing it for the past few weeks as the Postlude. A 
“homework assignment” if you’re interested…check it 

out on YouTube.   
 

 

 

Servers for Sunday, Nov. 25 
Greeters ~ Hugh & Susan Durham    

Ushers ~ Neil Taylor & Chuck Warner 
Lessons ~ Frank Durham 
Prayers ~ Maureen Light 

Chalice ~ Motty Durham & Jo Towner    
Counters ~ Maureen Light & Frank Durham  
Noisy Offering Recipient ~ Hospice of Yuma 

 

 
 



NOVEMBER 11, 2018 
Attendance: 59 

Weekly Offering Received: $ 2,061.00 
Cash disbursements: $ 2,316.24  

 

 
 

2019 Pledge Cards 
Pledge cards are available at the greeters table 

each Sunday. These need to be returned no later 
than January 13, 2019. You may put them in the 

offering basket. Thank you! 
 

 
 

Assistance League of Yuma 
On Monday Dec. 3, from 6-8 p.m., the Assistance 

League of Yuma (located at 1054 South 4th Ave) will 
host their 8th Annual Holiday Shopping Gala.  Please 
plan to attend this event in support of all they do for 

children and adults in need in our community.   
Admission is $5.00 and includes refreshments, door 

prizes, and great shopping!  For more information see 
Susan Durham or Deacon Linda Stokes. 

 

 
 

CTR PRAYER PROJECT 
Isaiah 66:1-This is what the Lord says:  Heaven is 
my throne, and the earth is my footstool.  Where 
is the house you will build for me?  Where will my 
resting place be? 
 
Soon we’ll be unpacking our nativity sets.  I’ve had 
three over the years of our marriage.  The first one 
we bought at the five and dime store on 4th 
Avenue our first Christmas together.  The figurines 
were plaster and the creche was cardboard.  Later, 
my husband gave me a wooden creche, but we 
kept the same figurines.  Then, several years ago, 
my mother-in-law died and the family let me have 
her nativity set.  The figurines are beautifully 
sculptured and painted in the nicest of detail.  I 
hope this one will remain in our family forever.  I  

carefully wrap each piece separately in tissue 
paper when I pack it, and the manger and baby 
Jesus are always wrapped in yellow (because He is 
the Light of the World).  You likely know where the 
baby Jesus from your nativity set is stored most of 
the year, but where is Jesus in your life?  Is He  
packed away until next Christmas?  Have you asked 
Him into your heart?  Is He dwelling in you, but still 
in His manger, unable to move into every crack and 
crevice of your life?  Or, have you allowed Him full 
sovereignty and, using your God-given free will, 
placed Him rightly and respectfully on His throne?  
You see, God never forces Himself on us.  He 
knocks on each door of our many -faceted 
“mansions” and waits patiently for us to allow Him 
entrance.  I used to relegate Him to my baby toe.  I 
really enjoyed sitting on that throne.  I got to make 
all the decisions---what I wanted to do, where I 
wanted to go, and with whom I wanted to 
associate or be in relationship.  But as I’ve grown 
spiritually and learned more about my indwelling 
God, I’ve given Him more and more of this temple 
to inhabit.  And the more I open doors and allow 
Him to enter, the more I experience His Presence 
with me.  The more I experience His Presence, the 
more joy I feel in my life.  It’s sort of like having the 
nativity set out all year long.  Where is He in your 
life right now?  Is He still in the manger?  If so, try 
moving Him to His throne.  Where might that be, 
you ask?  It’s right there in your heart! 
 

Praying in One Accord-When every inch of our 
bodily temple is surrendered to our Lord, we are in 
one accord with His desire to rule our hearts. 
 

Accord Prayer-Lord Jesus, You came to earth to 
draw us into relationship with You.  You can’t 
easily do that when we shut You out of so many 
areas of our life.  Give us a desire to not only open 
all the doors, but also to place You in charge of 
every thought, word, and deed.  In Your Name we 
pray.  Amen. 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving-Holy Spirit of God, thank 
You for growing us in our faith to the point of 
being able to let go of control of our life and 
release it into Your most capable hands.  Thank 
You for the joy that is ours each time we surrender 
another area to You.  Amen. 
 



Greeter Table Announcements 
Women's Fellowship Luncheon-Friday, December 7th, 
at 11am at EAT Asian Buffet.  Invite a guest, and please 
sign up at the Greeter Table.  Discussion Question: 
What has God done for you in 2018 that you want to  
tell everyone about in this year's Christmas card? 
 
New Life Pregnancy Center-Baby bottles containing 
your donations will be picked up on Sunday, Dec. 
2nd.  Donations can be coins or check, and they will 
help provide pro-life support to women here in Yuma. 
 
Christmas Wreath Winners-Congratulations to Frank 
and Motty Durham for having the winning ticket for the 
beautiful Christmas Wreath.  And thanks again to Sally 
Johnson for making the wreath to benefit CTR's Altar 
Guild. 
 
Christmas Cards-Please stop by the Greeter Table and 
sign the Christmas cards for our shut-ins and 
infirm.  They will be available to sign on Nov. 25th  
and again on Dec. 2nd. 
 
Our Daily Bread-The latest issue of the devotional is 
available at the Greeter Table.  If possible, please add a 
donation to the regular Sunday Offering to help  
offset the cost. 
 
Last Sunday's Potluck-A big thank-you to all who 
helped set up and clean up last Sunday.  Thank you also 
for bringing extra food to provide for our guests.  And 
special thanks to our Kitchen Angel, Douglas Holbert, 
for a superb job of managing not only the potluck, but 
also our weekly Coffee Hours. 
 
Back to the Desert-It's not too early to turn in 
applications for the retreat here in Yuma on Jan. 25-27, 
2019.  Cost is $35.00 per person, which covers facility 
rent and meals.  CTR members can sleep at home; if 
you have extra beds available, let Frank or Motty know. 

 

 
 

Many thanks to those who gave items to the 
church office. Your generosity is greatly 

appreciated. 
Have a blessed Thanksgiving! 

 
 

A few copies of the CtR Advent Devotional 
are available at the Greeter Table this 

morning. The devotions will also be sent 
out via email daily, starting Friday, Nov. 30. 

Advent begins on Dec. 2. 
 

 
 

Christ the King 
 

John 18:33-37 

 

 

 
 


