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              Making disciples who make disciples 
 
                December 2, 2018 
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Reflections on a Façade 

I stayed at the Sarajevo Holiday Inn in Bosnia-Herzegovina for 

about five months once. It was during the winter and spring of 

1996, as part of NATO’s implementation force (IFOR) 

peacekeeping mission established by the Dayton Peace Accords a 

few months earlier.  

IFOR had leased the hotel as its Coalition Press Information 

Center (CPIC), in which the daily media briefings occurred in the 

conference room and the upstairs rooms were used by the military 

members assigned there.  

It was an ugly brown and yellow building, made uglier by the 

United Nations’ plastic sheeting affixed where windows once 

were and the four-foot-wide holes in the stairwell walls made by a 

barrage of mortar fire during years of trench warfare in the city 

offset whatever efforts the furnace made.  

As Slobodan Milosevic led his genocidal attacks against the 

Bosnians beginning in 1992, the Holiday Inn corporation removed 

itself from any affiliation with the hotel bearing its name in the 

city that had housed the Winter Olympics just eight years before.  

We hadn’t realized until we’d been there for a while, dealing with 

the local hotel management and the logistical issues of living in a 

war zone, that the building that proudly displayed their Holiday 

Inn signs out front and throughout the interior had had no relation 

to the real Holiday Inn for years.  

This memory came forward during my quiet time with God today, 

as I was reading about how the Holocaust was the turning point in 

Christian behavior toward Jews. Prior to and during that, 

Christians had treated Jews horrifically throughout our history.  

In March 1492, which American history records as the time when 

Ferdinand and Isabella of Spain funded Christopher Columbus’ 

journey to the New World, those same monarchs signed the 
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Alhambra Decree, forcibly expelling about 200,000 

Jews from Spain. Many were forced into the ocean 

and drowned. Others had been charged exorbitant 

fees by ship captains who brought them hundreds of 

miles away from the shores of Spain before dumping 

them overboard. The Christian nation of Spain killed 

or banished all these people while at the same time 

sending Columbus forth to bring Christianity to the 

world. The Alhambra Decree wasn’t officially 

overturned until Dec. 16, 1968 at the Second Vatican 

Council (Vatican II).  

Vatican II was just two decades after the Holocaust. 

Christian silence and acquiescence during the murder 

of six million Jews eventually shook the Christian 

spirit enough to change its perspective regarding 

them. Today, as Israel’s own government attests, 

there are no better friends or allies for Jews than the 

evangelical Christian community. But it took 

centuries of un-Christlike behavior culminating in 

such a horrific climax as the Holocaust to make 

Christianity look deeper into its role and mission in 

the world.  

(I always thought it strange that Christians blamed 

Jews as “Christ Killers” despite Romans being the 

ones who actually crucified him, and yet Italians 

never faced similar persecution.) 

William Shakespeare’s play, The Merchant of 

Venice, delivers a timeless soliloquy by the 

antagonist Shylock, a Jewish moneylender, about the 

ongoing persecution of Jews even in 17th-century 

Europe:  

He hath disgraced me, and hindered me 

half a million; laughed at my losses, 

mocked at my gains, scorned my nation, 

thwarted my bargains, cooled my friends, 

heated mine enemies; and what's his 

reason? I am a Jew. Hath not a Jew eyes? 

hath not a Jew hands, organs, 

dimensions, senses, affections, passions? 

fed with the same food, hurt with the same 

weapons, subject to the same diseases, 

healed by the same means, warmed and  

cooled by the same winter and summer, 

as a Christian is? If you prick us, do we 

not bleed? if you tickle us, do we not 

laugh? if you poison us, do we not die? 

and if you wrong us, shall we not 

revenge? If we are like you in the rest, we 

will resemble you in that. If a Jew wrong 

a Christian, what is his humility? 

Revenge. If a Christian wrong a Jew, 

what should his sufferance be by 

Christian example? Why, revenge. The 

villany you teach me, I will execute, and it 

shall go hard but I will better the 

instruction. (Act 3, Scene 1) 

Much like the phony façade of the Sarajevo Holiday 

Inn, the Christian Church has frequently shown a 

false face to the world as the Body of Christ, while 

behaving in extremely un-Christlike ways within.  

Christianity has done wonderful, helpful things as 

well: building hospitals, schools, orphanages, 

homeless shelters, charities. My point isn’t whether 

the Christian Church has done good in the world; it 

definitely has. But the Church is composed of 

individual Christians, who also do things that are not 

good.  

We wear our crosses around our necks, post Bible 

verses online, and show other external signs of 

Christianity, but do our other behaviors honor the 

God we represent? Or do we create a façade that 

disguises a less-than-holy demeanor within? 

The Sarajevo experience seems to come back to me 

now as a reminder of my duties as a disciple of Jesus 

Christ to always behave according his guidance. I 

would dread departing this earthly existence to find 

that, like Holiday Inn’s corporate management, Jesus 

had disavowed any association with me — that I had 

carried his name as part of my identity fraudulently, 

disparaging his good name by my own misdeeds.   

Jesus warns us about that in his Sermon on the 

Mount: 

 



“Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, 

Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, 

but only the one who does the will of my 

Father who is in heaven. 22 Many will say 

to me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not 

prophesy in your name and in your name 

drive out demons and in your name 

perform many miracles?’ 23 Then I will tell 

them plainly, ‘I never knew you. Away 

from me, you evildoers!’ — Matthew 7:21–

23 (NIV)  

This dread strengthens my resolve to ensure I’m 

doing Jesus’ will, instead of my own, each day. We 

can oppose sin, and still love. We can be wronged by 

others, and still forgive. We can accept that God’s 

plan for each of us will often involve doing things we 

don’t particularly want to do, and do them anyway.  

We can be more than a façade. 

Your Brother in Christ, 

Fr. Austin 

 

 

 

 

Readings for the First Sunday of Advent 
Jeremiah 33:14-16; Psalm 25:1-9; 

1 Thessalonians 3:9-13; Luke 21:25-36 
 

 
 

 

 
On Sunday, we will be singing "Count Your 

Blessings".  This is a new song (to CtR). You may 
recognize it once you hear the tune as Kenna has been 

playing it for the past few weeks as the Postlude.  
A “homework assignment” if you’re interested…check 

it out on YouTube.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
Sunday, Dec. 2   First Sunday of Advent  
9 a.m. Sunday Worship Service    
1 p.m.  Pastoral Visitation Yuma Rehab Hospital 
 
Tuesday, Dec. 4 
6:30 a.m. Bible Study at the Church Office  

(Movie)  
 

Wednesday, Dec. 5  
  5:30 p.m.  Eucharist Service at the Church Office 
  6:30 p.m. Prayer, Praise and Healing Service at  

the Church Office 
 

Friday, Dec. 7 
  9 a.m. Prayers and Squares at the Church Office 
 11 a.m. Women’s Fellowship Luncheon at  

EAT Asian Buffet 
 

 Saturday, Dec. 8 
  9:30 a.m. Discipleship Training  
           
 Sunday, Dec. 9    Second Sunday of Advent 
9 a.m.  Sunday Worship Service  
1 p.m. Pastoral Visitation – Yuma Rehab Hospital 

________ 
SAVE THE DATE: 

 
Dec. 16 ~ Monthly Potluck following  

the service 
 

Christmas Eve Worship ~ 7 p.m. 
 

Jan. 20, 2019 ~ Annual Meeting 
and Potluck following the service.   

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NOVEMBER 25, 2018 
Attendance: 67 

Weekly Offering Received: $ 2,259.00 
Cash disbursements (Nov. 18-24): $ 0 

 
 

 

 
 

2019 Pledge Cards 
Pledge cards are available at the greeters table 

each Sunday. These need to be returned no later 
than January 13, 2019. You may put them in the 

offering basket. Thank you! 
 
 

 
 

Assistance League of Yuma 
On Monday Dec. 3, from 6-8 p.m., the Assistance 

League of Yuma (located at 1054 South 4th Ave) will 
host their 8th Annual Holiday Shopping Gala.  Please 
plan to attend this event in support of all they do for 

children and adults in need in our community.   
Admission is $5.00 and includes refreshments, door 

prizes, and great shopping!  For more information see 
Susan Durham or Deacon Linda Stokes. 

 

 
 

The Noisy Offering Recipient this week is: 
CTR HOSPITALITY 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

Lord, we ask you to comfort and sustain all who in 
this transitory life are in sickness, or any other 
adversity. Open the hearts to know your love and 
feel your presence.   
 
We pray for Dana Morris, Gladys Lemmon, Russ 
Bedinger, Dorothy Green, Anna and April, Jan 
Riebe, Alan and Jennifer Kircher, Sally Houston, 
Clarence Slater, Dawn Arnold, Scotty Haskell, Laura 
Aldridge, Zoe Hawk, Jessie Orta, Wendall Girard; 
Ted Cleary, Aurora Hecht, JoAnn White, Karen and 
Frank Robles, June Durham, Isaac, Mary Moon, Fr. 
Austin, Motty Durham, Chad Raschke, Gordon 
Dowsett, Margie Scheafer, Sean Godfrey, Zachary 
Raschke, Phyllis Haskewich, Duane Scheafer, Dcn. 
Linda Stokes, Suzie Guelker, Jimmy Rose, Larry & 
Kathi Raschke, Fr. Lee Sissel,  Kim Dowsett, Sarah 
Austin, Anita Brown, Stacey Wisniewski, Dick 
Bundy, John Henehan, Mary Mansfield, Fred Diaz, 
Betty (Bo Peep) Penny.  

 
If you would like to submit prayer requests for this 

newsletter or if you have any updates, please contact 
the church office at 928-343-9551,                                    

or ctryuma@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 
 

PRAYERS FOR THE DEANERY OF ARIZONA 

The Rev. Dr. Ernest and Lalitha Victor, The Anglican 
Campus Fellowship, Arizona State University. 
 
The Rev. Peter Smith and Kristie Smith, with their 
children Cohen, Hannah and Ezra, Living Faith 
Anglican Church, Tempe   
 
Deacon Matt Allen and Tina Allen, with Tina, Brigid 
and Aiden, Living Faith Anglican Church, Tempe  
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CTR PRAYER PROJECT 
Colossians 1:27-To them {the saints} God has chosen 
to make known among the Gentiles the glorious 
riches of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the 
hope of glory. 
 

Our Christian “New Year” begins not on January 1st, 
but on the first Sunday in Advent.  For four weeks 
before Christmas, we eagerly await Christ’s 
“coming”---not only the remembrance of His coming 
as a human infant to save us from our sins, but also 
the anticipation of His second coming, when He will 
reign in His kingdom and put an end to Satan, evil, 
and death.  The focus on the first Sunday in Advent is 
HOPE, but it is not a hope that leaves us wondering 
about the future; rather, it is the assurance that all 
God has promised will be fulfilled.  Human beings are 
“hopeful” creatures.  We hope our children will be 
born without defects.  We hope we will get the job 
we applied for.  We hope we will pass our driving 
test, find out that the newly-discovered tumor is 
benign, or that our grand-kids will fall out of love 
with their cell phones.  But with human hope, we can 
never be sure how things will turn out.  We cannot 
see the future, and we have no power to make 
anything happen or not happen.  After losing one 
fetus to a miscarriage, I hoped the second pregnancy 
would be different, but my body lacked a vital 
hormone---one that would cause the fetus to attach 
itself to the wall of my uterus and grow.  Until my 
Ob/Gyn discovered this, I was doomed to repeated 
miscarriages.  Thanks be to God, that doctor had a 
sixth sense, so with hormone shots, I was able to 
deliver two healthy babies.  You see, Christ Jesus not 
only sees the future, but He has the power to alter 
the laws of nature.  He knew before He created the 
world that humans would never be able to earn their 
way to heaven.  He knew that only God is perfect, so 
He chose to offer Himself as the perfect sacrifice for 
the sins of all mankind.  Just as the hormone shots 
provided all that was needed for my babies to have 
life, so Christ’s blood, shed on the Cross, provided all 
that humans need in order to have eternal life.  We 
no longer have to hope we will go to heaven instead 
of hell.  In Christ Jesus, we have the hope of glory---
the assurance that all has been done to assure us of 
our salvation.  We just need to place our hope in our 
all-seeing, all-powerful, and all-loving God, and thank 
Him for what He has already accomplished for us. 
 

Praying in One Accord-When we pray in one accord 
with Christ’s finished work, all doubt concerning our 
salvation can be put to rest.   
 
Accord Prayer-Holy Spirit, our Lord completed the 
work He came here to do.  Please fill us with the 
assurance of our salvation---the hope of glory.  In 
Jesus’ Name we pray.  Amen. 
 
Prayer of Thanksgiving-Lord God, thank You for 
filling us with hope for a future spent with You; 
thank You for all You have done to make eternal life 
a reality for those of us who are in Christ Jesus.  
Amen. 
 
 

 
 

Greeter Table Announcements 
Christmas Cards-Please be sure to sign the 
Christmas cards that are being sent to our shut-ins 
or infirm.  They will be at the Greeter Table before 
the service and at Coffee Hour after the service.   
Thank you. 
 

Women's Fellowship Luncheon-Friday, December 
7th, at 11am at EAT Asian Buffet.  Invite a guest and 
sign up at the Greeter Table.  Discussion question:  
What good news from 2018 would you like to 
share in your Christmas card this year? 
 

New Life Pregnancy Center-Baby bottles may be 
left at the Greeter Table this Sunday.  If you didn't 
get a bottle, but wish to donate, leave a check 
with one of the Greeters and they will see that 
New Life receives it. 
 

Our Daily Bread-The latest issue of this devotional 
is available at the Greeter Table.  You can help 
defray the cost by adding to our regular offering 
plate. 
 

Pledge Forms-If you haven't filled out a pledge 
form for 2019, please pick one up at the Greeter 
Table and put it in the offering plate.  The Parish 
Council needs this info to prepare next year's 
budget.  CTR accepts dual membership, so if you 
are making us your winter house of worship, you 
may pledge as well. Thank you. 



A Note From the  

Altar Guild 
 
Poinsettias for thanksgiving 
or memorial are available 
for order.  Plants will go to 

Yuma Nursing Center, shut-ins, and people in the 
hospital. This is an annual fundraiser for the Altar 
Guild, too.  The donations will go to communion 
supplies and other items as needed. If you are 
interested in a goodwill offering to help buy these 
items, that would be appreciated as well.  Thank 
you and May God bless you and your family this 
upcoming Christmas season! 
 
 

------ Cut here and submit with offering ------ 

 

                                      

 

From:  

_______________________________ 

 

Indicate in Memory of/Thanksgiving 

for:  

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

 

 

Amount of donation: $ ___________________   

  Suggested donation is $ 15 

 

 
 

Those Who Serve  
 
December 2 
Ushers – Jim Slater & David Wayman 
Chalice – Eleanor Lee & Sherri Wayman 
Lessons – Bill Ramsey 
Prayers – Mary Sue Houston 
Counters – Mary Sue Houston & Hillary Thomas  
 
December 9 
Ushers – Chuck & Dorothy Warner 
Chalice – Jeffrey Polston & Alan Kircher 
Lessons – Mickey Greenlund 
Prayers – Maureen Light 
Counters – Maureen Light & Hugh Durham 
 
December 16 
Ushers – Susan & Hugh Durham 
Chalice – Sherri Wayman & Motty Durham 
Lessons – Dorothy Warner 
Prayers – Mary Sue Houston 
Counters – Jo Towner & Everett Whitacre 
 
December 23 
Ushers – Jim Slater & Neil Taylor 
Chalice – Eleanor Lee & Jeffrey Polston 
Lessons – Ann Traverso 
Prayers – Maureen Light 
Counters – Jennifer Kircher & Frank Durham  
 
December 24 (7 p.m. Service) 
Ushers – Sherri Wayman & David Wayman   
Chalice – Alan Kircher & Jo Towner   
Lessons – Benjamin Polston & Andrew Polston 
Prayers – Jeffrey Polston   
 
December 30 
Ushers – Jim Slater & David Wayman  
Chalice – Sherri Wayman & Jeffrey Polston  
Lessons – Lily McNair   
Prayers – Star McNair 
Counters – Maureen Light & Hillary Thomas   

 
 

Thank you to all who serve! 

Poinsettia 

Poinsettia 

Altar Flowers 

for 

Christmas 

Eve 


