
      

 

 

 

Church Office:  
1300 S. 5th Avenue, Yuma, 85364                  

(928) 343-9551 
Wed. Eucharist Service Location, 5:30 p.m. 

ctryuma@gmail.com 
Fr. Austin Mansfield, Rector (928) 247-4001 

fr.mansfield@gmail.com 
 

Sunday Worship Service Location: 
1681 S. 6th Avenue    9:00 a.m. 

 
Find us Online: ctryuma.org  

 
Find us on Facebook: 

Christ the Redeemer Anglican Church,  
A Christian Community 

 ___________________________________ 
 

Parish Council Members 
 

Senior Warden 
Mary Sue Houston, 

neverhom2003@yahoo.com 
 

Junior Warden 
Frank Durham, frankdurham65@yahoo.com 

 
Treasurer  

Jeffrey Polston, Jeffrey@matpc.com  
 

Douglas Holbert, yumadlh@gmail.com 
 

Maureen Light, mylight1@telus.net 
 

Everett Whitacre, ewhitacre99@hotmail.com 
 

Deacon Linda Stokes, llstokes1@me.com 
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              Making disciples who make disciples 
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In Word — Perspectives in Prayer 

Four of the Apostle Paul’s letters (Colossians, Ephesians, 

Philippians, Philemon) are known as the Prison Epistles because 

they were written during his incarceration between AD 60 and 62. 

But that’s not entirely accurate.  

Handwritten letters for the past few centuries have begun with a 

greeting, but you have to wade through the entire letter to get to 

the signature block at the end in order to know who wrote it. 

In New Testament times, the author identifies himself right up 

front — as part of the greeting. Paul does this in each of his letters 

(which is one of the bits of evidence against him being the author 

of Hebrews). Paul also mentions other people with him as part of 

the writing for many of those letters. In three of the four prison 

letters Paul includes Timothy in the authorship and greeting 

(Ephesians being the exception). 

Paul and Timothy, servants of Christ Jesus, To 

all the saints in Christ Jesus who are in 

Philippi, with the bishops and deacons: 2 Grace 

to you and peace from God our Father and the 

Lord Jesus Christ. — Philippians 1:1–2 

(NRSV)  

Most folks skim over that and don’t even notice that Paul 

mentions someone else helping him. Jesus sent his disciples out in 

pairs. Paul’s missionary journeys in Acts all mention a companion 

with him (plus Luke, who is writing a firsthand account). So, it 

makes sense that Paul might have someone with him as he 

prepares his responses to letters from the churches he established.  

Paul’s use of I instead of we for much of his writing shows that 

the theological points are likely his primarily, but he sends 

greetings from the coauthors, indicating some level of 

participation. 
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Sunday’s passage shows Paul’s mindset during a 

rather difficult time. He is in prison, awaiting trial. 

Not a situation that brings out the cheerfulness in 

most people. 

I thank my God every time I remember 

you, 4 constantly praying with joy in 

every one of my prayers for all of you,   
5 because of your sharing in the gospel 

from the first day until now. 6 I am 

confident of this, that the one who 

began a good work among you will 

bring it to completion by the day of 

Jesus Christ. 7 It is right for me to think 

this way about all of you, because you 

hold me in your heart, for all of you 

share in God’s grace with me, both in 

my imprisonment and in the defense and 

confirmation of the gospel. 8 For God is 

my witness, how I long for all of you 

with the compassion of Christ Jesus.      
9 And this is my prayer, that your love 

may overflow more and more with 

knowledge and full insight 10 to help you 

to determine what is best, so that in the 

day of Christ you may be pure and 

blameless, 11 having produced the 

harvest of righteousness that comes 

through Jesus Christ for the glory and 

praise of God. — Philippians 1:3–11 

(NRSV)  

Paul tells them that he thanks God for them every 

time he thinks of them. And his prayer for them is 

that their love will continue to grow through Jesus 

Christ until that final day of Judgment. Paul refers to 

“the day of Jesus Christ,” as a direct replacement for 

the Old Testament term “day of the Lord” — 

evidencing Paul’s belief in Jesus’ divinity.  

Paul is confident that Jesus began working in each of 

them, and that he will continue that work until he is 

done. God is still working on each of us also. 

Justification (being made righteous by Jesus’ 

sacrificial death and righteous life) is immediate. 

Salvation is an all or nothing deal. You can’t be 

“somewhat saved.” You’re either drowning or you’re 

not. Sanctification, however, is an ongoing process 

(God is continuously at work making us holy).  

John Newton, former slave ship captain and author of 

the hymn, Amazing Grace, summed it up quite well 

and is paraphrased as saying, “I am not the man I 

ought to be, I am not the man I wish to be, and I am 

not the man I hope to be, but by the grace of God, I 

am not the man I used to be.” 

That should comfort us, knowing that our current 

state isn’t God’s final version.  

Paul claims God as his witness to the things he’s 

saying. In biblical times, they believed that the gods 

knew everything that people did, and to lie about 

something while declaring them as witnesses would 

ensure their wrath. The Jews had the same view of 

Yahweh. Paul and Christians since him have had the 

same idea about Jesus and the Holy Spirit as well.  

In fact, in the U.S. judicial system, witnesses were 

sworn in prior to their testimony with a promise to 

tell the entire truth, so help me God. Lying under 

oath was believed to incur God’s punishment on the 

offender. Atheists were not allowed to testify in court 

because it was believed that if they had no fear of 

divine retribution, there was no compelling force to 

ensure true testimony. 

Despite the difficulties Paul was enduring, his love 

for the Christians he helped mold guided his focus 

away from grumbling or complaining about his 

condition (or about how God could let this happen to 

him if he really loved him), and toward continuous 

prayer for their continued discipleship.  

Imagine how the congregation in Philippi felt when 

they heard this letter read to them! That even though 

Paul was hundreds of miles away and would never 

see any of them again, he hadn’t forgotten them. He 

didn’t move on to bigger and better things. He loved 

them, prayed for them, and thanked God for them.  

Has anyone ever told you they thank God for you? 

Are you such an important part in someone’s else’s 



journey with Christ, that they’re praying for you and 

thankful for knowing you?  

Not sure? Well, you are. I thank God each day for 

you, and for the privilege of serving him as your 

pastor. I thank both him and you for the trust placed 

in me to accomplish his will as I walk with you along 

your journeys with Jesus.  

May our Lord Jesus Christ continue to guide each of 

you daily, restoring our relationship with our 

Heavenly Father, by his grace through the power of 

the Holy Spirit. 

Your Brother in Christ, 

Fr. Austin 

 

 

 

Readings for the Second Sunday of Advent 
Malachi 3:1-4; Canticle 4; 

Philippians 1:3-11; Luke 3:1-6 
 
 

 

 
DECEMBER 2, 2018 

Attendance: 55 
Weekly Offering Received: $ 5,471.00 

Cash disbursements (Nov. 25 – Dec. 1): $ 4,816.24  
 

 
 

2019 Pledge Cards 
Pledge cards are available at the greeters table 

each Sunday. These need to be returned no later 
than January 13, 2019. You may put them in the 

offering basket. Thank you! 
 
 
 

Those Who Serve 
Altar ~ Jenn Kircher & Eleanor Lee 

Greeters ~ Jeffrey & Christine Polston  
Ushers ~ Chuck & Dorothy Warner 

Lessons ~ Mickey Greenlund 
Prayers ~ Maureen Light 

Chalice ~ Jeffrey Polston & Alan Kircher  
Counters ~ Maureen Light & Hugh Durham 

The Noisy Offering Recipient ~ Saddles of Joy 
 

 
A Note From the Altar Guild 

Poinsettias for thanksgiving or memorial are 
available for order.  Plants will go to Yuma Nursing 
Center, shut-ins, and people in the hospital. This is 
an annual fundraiser for the Altar Guild, too.  The 
donations will go to communion supplies and 
other items as needed. If you are interested in a 
goodwill offering to help buy these items, that 
would be appreciated as well.  Thank you and May 
God bless you and your family this upcoming 
Christmas season! 
 

------ Cut here and submit with offering ------ 

 

                                      

 

From:  

_______________________________ 

Indicate in Memory of/Thanksgiving 

for:  

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

Amount of donation: $ ___________________   

  Suggested donation is $ 15 

 

Poinsettia 

Altar Flowers 

for 

Christmas 

Eve 



CTR PRAYER PROJECT 
John 14:27-Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you.  
I do not give to you as the world gives. 
 
We light the second candle in the Advent Wreath and 
our focus changes from hope to peace.  Many of the 
Christmas cards sent out in December say, “Peace” or 
“Peace on Earth” on them, and we immediately think 
our world certainly needs it right now:  Invasions in 
Russia, war in Afghanistan, fires in France, riots, floods, 
and earthquakes in the USA, and caravans approaching 
the southern border.  Christ is the Prince of Peace, so 
why don’t we have it?  Could it be that the peace we 
desire and the peace Christ left us are two different 
things?  Christ told us He wasn’t giving us what the 
world gives.  The world’s peace is a lack of conflict, and 
most of us alive today have not experienced much of 
that.  What Christ gives, however, is not a lack of 
conflict, but rather peace in the midst of conflict.  Do 
you have a neighbor who is driving you nuts?  Do you 
have health issues that send you from one doctor’s 
office to another?  Have you lost your job or are you 
working among less-than-peaceful co-workers?  If only 
“such and such” happened, I would be at peace!  But 
Christ tells us that there will always be trouble in this 
world, so rather than seeking peace, maybe it’s time to 
seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness.  2 
Chronicles 14 tells us that peace requires obedience.  
When we are praying for peace at the same time we’re 
disobeying His commands to honor Him, submit to our 
parents, love our enemies, and forgive those who 
offend us, is it any wonder we’re not receiving God’s 
gift of peace?  God’s peace is the end result of the Holy 
Spirit’s work in us, and ultimately there will be peace 
when Christ returns.  In the meantime, whenever our 
circumstances bring us stress, fear, or worry, all we 
need to do is surrender those to the One who promises 
to give us His peace.  His peace is not peace in the 
world.  It is peace with God, and it is peace that comes 
only with an intimate relationship with our Creator, our 
Redeemer, and our King.  Philippians 4:7 tells us that 
the peace of God transcends all understanding, and it 
will guard our hearts and minds (against stress, worry, 
anxiety, and fear) as long as we are in Christ Jesus.  
True peace comes from knowing that God is in control, 
and that His victory over sin and death has sealed 
believers for eternal life in Him. 
 
Praying in One Accord-When our desire for peace 
brings us to our knees before Almighty God, we are in 
one accord with His work in us. 
 

Accord Prayer-Lord, You have promised us peace; help 
us find peace with You through a relationship that 
leads to obedience, prayer, surrender, and trust.  In 
Jesus’ Name we pray.  Amen. 
 
Prayer of Thanksgiving-Heavenly Father, thank You for 
restoring peace with You through Christ’s sacrifice on 
our behalf.  Thank You for reminding us that both 
personal and world peace come only when You are in 
complete control.  Amen. 
 

 
 

Greeter Table Announcements 
 
Christmas Cards-We need more signatures on the 
cards.  Please take time before worship or at Coffee 
Hour this week to sign all of them. There are also a few 
get well cards to sign. 
 
2019 Pledge Forms-Our Parish Council needs to get to 
work on the budget for 2019. Forms are available at the 
Greeter Table. 
 
Membership Forms-The Annual Parish Meeting will be 
held on January 20. In order to maintain our tax-
exempt status, we need to maintain a current list of all 
who consider themselves members.  If you have not 
updated our records by filling out a form, please pick 
one up at the Greeter Table. Completed forms may be 
placed in the Offering Plate or give it to one of the 
Ushers or Greeters.  Thank you.  Remember, CTR 
accepts dual memberships; you can belong to CTR even 
if you already have a church back home. 
 
Sock, socks, and more socks-Once again we are 
collecting brand new socks (all sizes) for Crossroads 
Mission.  There is a manger in the Narthex just waiting 
to be filled to the brim. 
 
Baby Bottles-New Life wishes to thank all who have 
contributed to the Pregnancy Center by filling the baby 
bottles with coins or placing a check inside.  It is not 
too late to turn the bottles in, but it will help New Life if 
we get them back to them as soon as possible, so 
please try to bring those this week. 
 
Detergent Bottles-Just a reminder that the school in 
Winterhaven is no longer collecting them, so please 
donate them to the recycle bin, instead.  Thank you for 
donating them in the past.   

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
Sunday, Dec. 9   Second Sunday of Advent  
9 a.m. Sunday Worship Service    
1 p.m.  Pastoral Visitation Yuma Rehab Hospital 
 
Tuesday, Dec. 11 
6:30 a.m. Bible Study at the Church Office  

(Movie)  
 

Wednesday, Dec. 12  
  5:30 p.m.  Eucharist Service at the Church Office 
  
 

 Friday, Dec. 14 
  9 a.m. Prayers and Squares at the Church Office 
  
 

 Saturday, Dec. 15 
  9:30 a.m. Discipleship Training  
           
  
 Sunday, Dec. 16    Third Sunday of Advent 
9 a.m.  Sunday Worship Service  
      Potluck following the Service 
1 p.m. Pastoral Visitation – Yuma Rehab Hospital 

________ 
 

SAVE THE DATE: 
 

Christmas Eve Worship ~ 7 p.m. 
 
 

Jan. 20, 2019 ~ Annual Meeting 
and Potluck following the service.   

 

 

 
 

Lord, we ask you to comfort and sustain all who in 
this transitory life are in sickness, or any other 
adversity. Open the hearts to know your love and 
feel your presence.   
 
We pray for Mary Mansfield, Howard Pease, Dana 
Morris, Gladys Lemmon, Dorothy Green, Anna and 
April, Jan Riebe, Alan and Jennifer Kircher, Sally 
Houston, Clarence Slater, Dawn Arnold, Scotty 
Haskell, Laura Aldridge, Zoe Hawk, Jessie Orta, 
Wendall Girard; Ted Cleary, Aurora Hecht, JoAnn 
White, Karen and Frank Robles, June Durham, Isaac, 
Mary Moon, Fr. Austin, Motty Durham, Chad 
Raschke, Gordon Dowsett, Margie Scheafer, Sean 
Godfrey, Zachary Raschke, Phyllis Haskewich, 
Duane Scheafer, Dcn. Linda Stokes, Suzie Guelker, 
Jimmy Rose, Larry & Kathi Raschke, Fr. Lee Sissel,  
Kim Dowsett, Sarah Austin, Anita Brown, Stacey 
Wisniewski, Dick Bundy, John Henehan, Fred Diaz, 
Betty (Bo Peep) Penny.  

 
If you would like to submit prayer requests for this 

newsletter or if you have any updates, please contact 
the church office at 928-343-9551,                                    

or ctryuma@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 
 

PRAYERS FOR THE DEANERY OF ARIZONA 

The Rev. Suresh and Grace Gunti, with Emily and 
Asenath, United Church of South India  
 
The Rev. Chuck and Ellen Collins, Christ Church 
Anglican, Phoenix, with Deacon Matt and Madeline 
Rucker with Genevieze  
 
Deacon Matt Allen and Tina Allen, with Tina, Brigid 
and Aiden, Living Faith Anglican Church, Tempe  
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