
      

 

 

 

Church Office:  
1300 S. 5th Avenue, Yuma, 85364                  

(928) 343-9551 
Wed. Eucharist Service Location, 5:30 p.m. 

ctryuma@gmail.com 
Fr. Austin Mansfield, Rector (928) 247-4001 

fr.mansfield@gmail.com 
 

Sunday Worship Service Location: 
1681 S. 6th Avenue    9:00 a.m. 

 
Find us Online: ctryuma.org  

 
Find us on Facebook: 

Christ the Redeemer Anglican Church,  
A Christian Community 

 ___________________________________ 
 

Parish Council Members 
 

Senior Warden 
Mary Sue Houston, 

neverhom2003@yahoo.com 
 

Junior Warden 
Frank Durham, frankdurham65@yahoo.com 

 
Treasurer  

Jeffrey Polston, Jeffrey@matpc.com  
 

Douglas Holbert, yumadlh@gmail.com 
 

Maureen Light, mylight1@telus.net 
 

Everett Whitacre, ewhitacre99@hotmail.com 
 

Deacon Linda Stokes, llstokes1@me.com 
 

Hillary Thomas, hillaryt50@gmail.com 
 

Hugh Durham, husuduyu@aol.com 
 

Jennifer Kircher, jangyuma@yahoo.com 
 

Jo Towner, josephine.towner@gmail.com 
 

Next Parish Council Meeting: Dec. 26, 2018 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

                    
              Making disciples who make disciples 
 
                December 16, 2018 
                                                            

August 12, 2018 

       

         

 

 

Blue Grass Gospel Service 
Sundays, 11:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 

Sans End RV Park (2209 W. Winterhaven Dr.) 
 

This Sunday is our first service at Sans End RV Park. Deacon 
Linda, Fr. Austin, Frank Durham and Everett Whitacre will be 

helping out as leaders and musicians. It should be a joyous time 
of singing and praising the Lord. All are welcome to attend and 

if you are able to help – even better!  
Please contact Deacon Linda for more information.  

+   +   +   +   +   +   + 

Visit from Bishop Nicholas 
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Fore Word — Unity and Rejoicing 

Paul’s Letter to the Philippians is one of the four 

letters associated with his time in prison. He has an 

upbeat attitude that’s infectious, especially 

considering his surroundings and predicament. The 

first verse of this week’s passage from this letter 

demonstrates that attitude well: 

Rejoice in the Lord always; again, I say, 

rejoice. — Philippians 4:4 (LEB)  

He offers this encouragement after dealing with a 

conflict in the church in Philippi a few sentences 

before:  

So then, my beloved and greatly 

desired brothers, my joy and crown, 

thus stand firm in the Lord, dear 

friends. 2 I appeal to Euodia and I 

appeal to Syntyche to be in agreement 

in the Lord. 3 Yes, I ask also you, true 

yokefellow, help them, who struggled 

along with me in the gospel with both 

Clement and the rest of my fellow 

workers whose names are in the book 

of life. — Philippians 4:1–3  

One of the things that we may not notice in those few 

verses is Paul’s reference to the two women as 

workers with him in sharing the Gospel: struggled 

along with me in the gospel … whose names are in 

the book of life. That’s an unusual level of 

empowerment for women in ministry in a patriarchal 

society, especially by someone so castigated by 

modern commentators as a misogynist.  

Apparently, someone sent Paul a letter (or told him 

in person) that the church in Philippi was going 

through conflict in his absence, so despite the 

hardship he himself is facing, he writes back to 

encourage them to work together.  

Ironically, the women weren’t living up to the 

meanings of their names. Euodia means prosperous 

journey and Syntyche means pleasant acquaintance. 

Paul specifically asks them to come together as one  

mind in their service to Jesus Christ, so apparently, 

they were causing some type of dissension in the 

church. By not mentioning the specific problem, Paul 

is giving us all a perpetual admonition to work 

together for our common goal in Christ and not to let 

petty differences interfere. We don’t know if they 

were arguing about the worship music or potluck 

signup sheets, or whether newly baptized Christians 

should be sprinkled or dunked. Paul considered the 

topic of the argument much less important than the 

effect it was having on the congregation.  

He asked another Christian leader to intercede and 

dispel the conflict between Euodia and Syntyche. We 

can’t tell who he was addressing, but in our 

application today, we can infer it means any of us as 

disciples in our own congregations. We are being 

asked to help eliminate any conflict we see that is 

having a negative effect. We don’t have to be in total 

agreement about every issue, but our different views 

should be able to work together, much like a 

symphony has many notes that fit together well, 

played at the same time, rather than one single note 

played by all the instruments at once. In fact, one of 

the words used for agreement in the Bible is 

symphoneo.  

It’s against this background of healing the dissension 

in the assembly that Paul then encourages them to 

rejoice in everything and worry about nothing. 

Let your gentleness be made known 

to all people. The Lord is near. 6 Be 

anxious for nothing, but in 

everything by prayer and 

supplication with thanksgiving let 

your requests be made known to 

God. 7 And the peace of God that 

surpasses all understanding will 

guard your hearts and your minds in 

Christ Jesus. — Philippians 4:5–7  

Part of prayer requires a willingness to do what God 

directs you to do. Many secular people see prayer as 

lazy Christians turning everything over to God for 

him to do instead of them taking action themselves.  



It’s not. It’s turning things over to God to solve; 

which usually results in him handing them back to us 

to act upon.  

Worrying is not prayer; it’s sin. We don’t like 

thinking of it that way, but Jesus specifically tells us 

not to worry (Matt 6:25-33) and doing what Jesus 

tells us not to do is called sin. There are no 

exemptions for parents, or for things we think are 

really important, or even for our finances. We’re told 

to be responsible (stewardship) and take the 

appropriate measures as needed in caring for 

ourselves and our families, but action is not worry.  

If you have time to worry, you have time to pray. 

And Paul tells us to pray continually about 

everything, in thanksgiving. We’re not used to being 

thankful for adversity, but he tells us to be. And Paul 

has some strong bona fides in this matter as he’s 

telling to be thankful like he is, while he’s in prison 

waiting for his execution.  

Praying with thanksgiving requires us to trust God. 

Paul uses four words to describe how to do it. Prayer 

(proseuchē) describes how we approach God. 

Petition (deēsei) is our request regarding a problem 

or need. Thanksgiving (eucharistias) is the attitude 

we should always have deep in our hearts that 

accompany our prayers. Requests (aitēmata) are for 

definite and specific things we’re asking for. 

Prayer changes things (most notably us). Our prayers 

align us to God’s will, not the other way around, and 

enable us to endure any situation. Prayer provides a 

comfort and a resting in God’s grace that worry 

erodes.  

Christian reaction to life’s difficulties is a bright light 

to an unbelieving world that shows the power of faith 

in our lives. Prayer is what connects that light to its 

power source.  

In all things, pray without ceasing and with true 

thanksgiving! 

Your Brother in Christ, 

Fr. Austin 
 

 

Readings for the Third Sunday of Advent  
Zephaniah 3:14-20; Canticle 9; 
Philippians 4:4-7; Luke 3:7-18 

 

 
 

DECEMBER 9, 2018 
Attendance: 50 

Weekly Offering Received: $ 2,722.00 
Cash disbursements (Dec. 2 - 8): $3,500.00 

 

 
 

2019 Pledge Cards 
Pledge cards are available at the greeters table 

each Sunday. These need to be returned no later 
than January 13, 2019. You may put them in the 

offering basket. Thank you! 
 

 
 

Those Who Serve 
Altar ~ Jenn Kircher & Eleanor Lee 

Greeter ~ Ann Traverso  
Ushers ~ Hugh & Susan Durham 

Lessons ~ Dorothy Warner 
Prayers ~ Mary Sue Houston 

Chalice ~ Sherri Wayman & Eleanor Lee  
Counters ~ Jo Towner & Everett Whitacre 

The Noisy Offering Recipient ~ New Life Ministries 
 

 
 

 

 



Corrected Devotion for Dec. 13 

While editing the Advent Devotional, a section of Jo 
Towner’s devotion was inadvertently omitted. 

Below is Jo’s entire devotion. 
 
 
 

Week of 2 Advent 

Thursday, Dec. 13 
Isaiah 7:1-9           2 Thess. 2:1-12                  Luke 22:1-13 

I was in the first grade and I went to a Spanish speaking 
Catholic school.  The school was located in one of the 
poorest neighborhoods in San Antonio. 
 
It was the last day of school before Christmas break.  I 
was really excited because today my class was going to 
have a party and a gift exchange.  The week before the 
class had drawn names and my mother and I searched 
the stores for the perfect gift for me to give within the 
money limit.   
 
Finally, it was time for the party to start.  I still 
remember squirming in my chair with excitement as 
the teacher passed out the gifts.  At last she placed my 
gift in front of me.  The tag said it was from one of the 
boys in my class and it was wrapped in Christmas paper 
shaped like a large Tootsie Roll.  I unwrapped it 
carefully and when I saw what it was my face fell and 
tears collected in my eyes.  It was an ordinary brown 
student’s writing tablet.  A no-fun 5 cents ugly tablet!!! 
 
The party was soon over and it was time to go home.  I 
got in line to say goodbye to the teacher.  I must have 
been lost to thoughts of that ordinary tablet when I 
found it was my turn to face the teacher.  She had a 
smile on her face as she hugged me and out of 
nowhere, she handed me a Christmas wrapped box.  I 
said thank you and before leaving the classroom I 
opened it.  My face lighted up with joy.  It was a set of 
miniature furniture, a gift every little girl would love to 
have. 
 
I looked at my teacher and smiled and left school 
skipping with joy. 
 
Looking back, that was the true meaning of Christmas. 
My teacher showed love in action. 

 
~ Jo Towner 

 

 

A Note From the Altar Guild 

 
Poinsettias for thanksgiving or memorial are 
available for order.  Plants will go to Yuma Nursing 
Center, shut-ins, and people in the hospital. This is 
an annual fundraiser for the Altar Guild, too.  The 
donations will go to communion supplies and 
other items as needed. If you are interested in a 
goodwill offering to help buy these items, that 
would be appreciated as well.  Thank you and May 
God bless you and your family this upcoming 
Christmas season! 
 
 
 

------ Cut here and submit with offering ------ 

 

                                      

 

From:  

_______________________________ 

Indicate in Memory of/Thanksgiving 

for:  

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

Amount of donation: $ ___________________   

  Suggested donation is $ 15 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Poinsettia 

Altar Flowers 

for 

Christmas 

Eve 



CTR PRAYER PROJECT 
 

Habakkuk 3:18-I will joy in the God of my 
salvation. 
 
We light the candle for the third Sunday in Advent, 
the candle that focuses us on joy.  We all know 
what joy is---right?  It’s that feeling we have when 
everything is going well, or our efforts have turned 
out perfectly.  It’s that feeling that puts a big smile 
on our face.  It’s the feeling we wish we could 
hang onto all year long, but it usually doesn’t last 
long, and we can’t be sure if and when it will come 
back.  Or can we?  In Psalm 16, we’re told that 
there is joy in the presence of the Holy Spirit.  As 
Christians, we’ve all been given that Gift, along 
with a promise that He will never leave us or 
forsake us, so we have cause for joy.  In Isaiah 51, 
we’re reminded that the ransomed of the Lord will 
return, enter Zion with singing, and everlasting joy 
will crown their heads.  (This pertains to the 
Israelites coming out of captivity, but it also 
pertains to us Christians when Christ returns.)  We 
are the ransomed, so joy will crown our heads.  We 
know that every prophecy will be fulfilled when 
Christ returns, so this good news is even better 
than an insurance policy for those of us who are in 
Christ Jesus.  And Psalm 16 and John 15 tell us our 
joy is complete when Jesus lives in us, so why isn’t 
that smile staying on our faces all year long?  I 
think it’s because instead of focusing on the 
reason for our joy, we’re focused on our 
circumstances---like the aches and pains that come 
with aging, the threat of mid-life crises, those 
financial woes, our less-than-perfect jobs, and the 
problems we’re facing with our children.  Bad 
things happen because we live in an evil world, 
and when they do, the last thing we’re likely to 
recall is the joy of being in Christ and Him being 
our strength; but that is precisely what God is 
telling us to do.  Joy is fruit of the Spirit.  Jesus, 
Himself, when faced with the most evil of 
circumstances, wasn’t focused on the Cross.  
Hebrews 12 informs us that, instead, He was 
focused on the joy He knew was coming with our 
salvation.  The strength that the joy of the Lord 
provides is not anything we can conjure up, either  

physically or mentally.  It is the strength from the 
Spirit of Almighty God, and with His Spirit comes 
confidence in Jesus Christ’s ultimate victory over 
evil.  The angels told the shepherds they were 
bringing good tidings of great joy, and that GREAT 
JOY is still here---in Christ Jesus!!! 
 

Praying in One Accord-When we are in Christ in 
the power and strength of the Holy Spirit, joy in all 
circumstances is ours by choice. 
 

Accord Prayer-Holy Spirit, You have given us all we 
need to turn our sorrow into joy; help us see that it 
is just a matter of focus.  In Jesus’ Name we pray.  
Amen. 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving-Lord Christ, You are our 
joy; thank You for coming to earth to bring us the 
joy of our salvation, and thank You for Your 
promises---our source of joy.  Amen. 

 

 
 

Greeter Table Announcements 
Potluck Today-Please join us after the service, even if 
you were unable to bring something to share.  We'll be 
singing Christmas Carols during our fellowship 
time.  Please remember to take your 
dishes home with you. 
 

Socks-Don't forget to bring socks for Crossroads 
Mission. Be sure they are brand new.  Please place 
them in the manger in the Narthex. Thank you. 
 

Back to the Desert Retreat-The annual local retreat will 
be held the last weekend in January.  Information and 
applications are available at the Greeter Table. 
 

New Life Baby Bottles-If you took a bottle but are 
unable to contribute, please return the empty bottle 
for them to use with other donors.  Thank 
you to all who donated. 
 

Women's Fellowship Luncheon-The next luncheon will 
be on Friday, January 4th at 11am at EAT Asian 
Buffet.  The discussion question will be:  What is your 
favorite month of the year, and why? 
 
Winter Members-If you wish to have dual membership 
back home and here in Yuma, please fill out the 
membership form at the Greeter Table.  Welcome back! 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Sunday, Dec. 16   Third Sunday of Advent  
9 a.m. Sunday Worship Service    

Potluck following the service 
11:30 a.m. Blue Grass Gospel Service at                 
   SansEnd RV Park (2209 W. Winterhaven Dr.) 
1 p.m.  Pastoral Visitation Yuma Rehab Hospital 
 
Tuesday, Dec. 18 
6:30 a.m. Bible Study at the Church Office  

(Movie)  
 

Wednesday, Dec. 19  
  5:30 p.m.  Eucharist Service at the Church Office 
  
 

 Friday, Dec. 21 
  9 a.m. Prayers and Squares at the Church Office 

  
 Saturday, Dec. 22 
  9:30 a.m. Discipleship Training  
           
  

 Sunday, Dec. 23    Fourth Sunday of Advent 
9 a.m.  Sunday Worship Service  
 1 p.m. Pastoral Visitation – Yuma Rehab Hospital 

________ 
SAVE THE DATE: 

 
Christmas Eve Worship ~ 7 p.m. 

 
Jan. 20, 2019 ~ Annual Meeting 
and Potluck following the service.   

 
Jan. 25 – 27 ~ Back to the Desert #5 

Information/Registration Sheets at the 
Greeter Table 

 

 
 

Lord, we ask you to comfort and sustain all who in 
this transitory life are in sickness, or any other 
adversity. Open the hearts to know your love and 
feel your presence.   
 

We pray for Jeff, Morgan, Selena Burnham, Mary 
Mansfield, Howard Pease, Dana Morris, Dorothy 
Green, Anna and April, Jan Riebe, Alan and Jennifer 
Kircher, Sally Houston, Clarence Slater, Dawn 
Arnold, Scotty Haskell, Laura Aldridge, Zoe Hawk, 
Jessie Orta, Wendall Girard; Ted Cleary, Aurora 
Hecht, JoAnn White, Karen and Frank Robles, June 
Durham, Isaac, Mary Moon, Fr. Austin, Motty 
Durham, Chad Raschke, Gordon Dowsett, Margie 
Scheafer, Sean Godfrey, Zachary Raschke, Phyllis 
Haskewich, Duane Scheafer, Dcn. Linda Stokes, 
Suzie Guelker, Jimmy Rose, Larry & Kathi Raschke, 
Fr. Lee Sissel,  Kim Dowsett, Sarah Austin, Anita 
Brown, Stacey Wisniewski, Dick Bundy, John 
Henehan, Fred Diaz, Betty (Bo Peep) Penny.  
 

If you would like to submit prayer requests for this 
newsletter or if you have any updates, please contact 

the church office at 928-343-9551,                                    
or ctryuma@gmail.com 

 
 
 
 

PRAYERS FOR THE DEANERY OF ARIZONA 

The Rev. Dr. Earle Fox, Good Shepherd, Mesa   
The Rev. Leo and Sylvia Laney, Living Faith, Tempe  
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Christ the Redeemer Anglican Church Parish 
Council Meeting  

November 28, 2018 
 

Members Present: Jeffrey Polston, Maureen Light, 
Josephine Towner, Douglas Holbert, Hugh Durham, 
Mary Sue Houston, Jennifer Kircher, Frank Durham, 
Fr. Austin Mansfield, Deacon Linda Stokes 
(recorder), Everett Whitacre, Hillary Thomas 
 
Opening Prayer: Fr. Austin Mansfield opened the 
meeting in prayer at 6:30 p.m. 
 
What We Have to Do 

• Approval of the October 31, 2018 meeting 
minutes: Frank Durham/Hugh Durham 

 
Treasurers Report (See Attached) 

• Jeffrey Polston reviewed our financial 
situation as of October 31, 2018 as well as a 
proposed budget for 2019. Discussion 
regarding our need to get new 
members/increased giving. At present, CTR is 
about $20,000 in arrears in pledges. Letters 
will go out in May 2019 informing 
parishioners about their donations. It was 
noted that some members do not pledge. Fr. 
Austin reviewed the purpose for the cards – 
to help the church anticipate income. Frank 
Durham/Hugh Durham moved acceptance of 
the budget report. All agreed. Motion 
passed.  

• Housing allowances – Fr. Austin reviewed the 
housing allowance reports as required by IRS 
for Fr. Austin Mansfield and Deacon Linda 
Stokes. Motion to accept the reports by 
Frank Durham/Mary Sue Houston. All 
agreed.   

 
Celebrations of What We Have Done   

• Deanery Visit - Went well. Visitors 
commented on the warm spirit-filled feeling 
present in our worship and fellowship.  

• Kathryn Bunch Visit – Went well. Thanks to 
all who supported her ministry through their 
purchases. 

• New Life Pregnancy Center Parish Visit – 
Went well, we need more baby bottles. The                                                         

Thanksgiving Adoption of the two families 
went well. We will be doing the same thing 
for Christmas (food and presents). Clergy will 
coordinate what is needed, as well as 
presenting the gifts to the families. Kids ages 
are: Two one-year-old very cute twins and 
their 5-year-old brother for one family and 
one 16-year-old girl and an infant for the 
other family. 

• Yuma Rehab Prayer Service (Lay Team) – 
There are three people who are consistently 
attending Rehab (scotty Haskell, Sydney 
Chavasse Haskell, Ann Traverso) 
 

Where We Can Help Each Other 

• Stewardship – ACNA 10/10/10 model. It is 
important that pledges get signed.  

• Missionary to AWC – Eleanor will present to 
the Council next month. She has achieved 
her financial goal! As of January 2019, she 
will be on campus. 
  

• New background check procedures (3-year 
renewal) – Nothing new to report. Waiting 
for the Diocese to initiate the next step. The 
cost per person is $18.50 and is mandatory 
for anyone dealing with children, as well as 
all CTR paid staff.  

• Pastoral Care – CarePortal – Linda shared an 
update on ways CTR can help the social 
worker staff through prayer, office support, 
as well as meeting the needs of those that do 
not fit the CarePortal parameters (those in 
foster care). Gift cards to McDonalds or 
WalMart would really help in those 
situations. 

 
Upcoming Events/Milestones  
 

• December 17 – Knights Templar Sermonette 
by Fr. Austin.   

• Sans End RV Park Worship Service  - Starting 
December 16 at 11:30 a.m. Deacon Linda will 
be coordinating a Bluegrass/Gospel service in 
Winterhaven. Fr. Austin, Frank Durham and 
Everett Whitacre will be helping with music.   

• Possible RV Park Worship Service – Barbara 
Rochester is to let Fr. Austin know of another 
park that wants a Sunday service.  

 



• December 24 – 7 p.m. Christmas Eve Service 

• January 20, 2019 – Annual Meeting – Every 
group needs a written report. Everett 
Whitacre, Frank Durham, and Maureen Light 
will be leaving Council. Mary Sue Houston is 
approaching people who may want to join 
the Council. It was noted that all inactive 
groups should be removed from the annual 
report. 

• Order of St. Andrew (men and women) – Fr. 
Austin reviewed the association and asked if 
anyone is interested in joining. The cost is 
$20 and scholarships are available. Question: 
How does this help CTR? Answer: The daily 
rule of life will enhance your Christ 
relationship and this will filter down to 
others in CTR and beyond. Linda shared her 
positive experience of being an associate of 
the Sisters of St. John the Divine, an Anglican 
order in Toronto.  

• Home Church – A discussion resulted in the 
home church concept (neighborhood-based 
groups, young family groups) 

• Children’s Ministry – We need to offer more 
for kids. 

• Prison Ministry – Neil Taylor will be 
organizing prison ministry.  

 
Vision for the Future 

• Strategic Plan Update: Waiting for input 
from our various ministries. 

 
Saved Rounds: 

• Contact information is needed for our 
ministries, so we can refer people who are 
interested in obtaining more information. 
For example, who is handling New Life 
Ministries? Linda and Everett are working on 
establishing a contact list as well as asking 
those who receive our donations to visit us 
and share how their association is doing…just 
like New Life Ministries. It is hoped that 
every ministry that is the recipient of our 
noisy offering will have a contact person and 
a written submission in our annual report. 

•  Recorded sermons are now available on the 
web: ctryuma.org 

 

• Fr. Austin’s articles are also going to be put 
on the web (newsletter) 

 
Meeting Adjourned at 8:00 p.m.    
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Deacon Linda Stokes  

 


