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In Other Words — For All The Saints
The last day of October and the first two days of November bring a triple
set of holy days to the Church calendar. October 31 is All Hallow’s Eve,
which morphed into Halloween, and comes from the word hallow,
meaning to make holy.
It’s followed by All Saints Day on November 1, which is a celebration of
the “saints” who have made it into Heaven and are considered part of
the Church Triumphant since the 4th century. Originally, the day was celebrated on the Sunday after Pentecost, but Pope Gregory III (the Great)
moved it to November 1, with the night before being a holy vigil for the
next day’s celebration to commemorate the holy people, or “saints,” of
the Church.
The following day, November 2, was designated as All Souls Day, or
Commemoration of All Faithful Departed to celebrate all the other Christian souls who have departed—regular, everyday believers. The threeday event was known as Hallowmas.
In those early days, the Druids in Ireland also had a celebration on Oct.
31, with bonfires and animal sacrifices to appease gods at end of the
harvest. They believed the separation between worlds of living and the
dead were blurred that day. It also marked the end of the year, so, for
them, it was the ultimate New Year’s Eve party.
The Christian prayer vigil on the same day as the Druid ceremonies
seems to have been a deliberate effort to negate the evil associated
with that day.
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European Christians, until the Reformation about 500 years ago, were
taught a three-fold view of the Church:
The Church Triumphant
The Church Expectant
The Church Militant
The Church Triumphant comprises Mary, Jesus’ mother; Peter, John,
James, and the rest of the Apostles except Judas Iscariot; Paul and the
other New Testament authors; and all the other superheroes of the
faith, who are considered holy enough to enter directly into Heaven—
the people we usually call saints.
The Church Expectant (also known as Church Suffering), consists of the
people the church believed still needed cleansing through suffering before they could enter Heaven. This is where the notion of Purgatory
comes from, and Church doctrine in Medieval times declared that most
Christians are still somewhat sinful when they die. Therefore, they need
two things: more cleansing and more punishment. For centuries the
Church believed in Purgatory as a place of suffering, preparing one’s soul
for Heaven. Eventually the church developed the belief that, since the
saints bypassed purgatory due to their own good behavior, they could
provide merits that sinners could use to shorten their time in Purgatory.
Those merits could be obtained by donating money to the church. The

“indulgences” as they were called, would relieve the temporal suffering the church believed was still required in order to cleanse the soul for sins that had already been confessed and forgiven.
Johann Tetzel was a Dominican monk hired by a German
Archbishop (Albert) to sell indulgences to raise money to
complete St. Peter’s Basilica in Rome. His famous couplet
was:
As soon as the gold in the casket rings
The rescued soul to heaven springs.
This was easy for the rich to do, but the poor were found
starving in the gutter, holding indulgences signed by Pope,
hoping to ease the suffering of their loved ones who had
died.
Martin Luther was a German priest who saw the results of
this doctrine on the poor in his area and spoke out against it,
leading eventually to the Reformation. His famous declaration of 95 Theses, many of which related to financial corruption in the church regarding indulgences and buying forgiveness, was issued Oct. 31, 1517, the start of a Hallowmas
that changed Christianity forever.
Since that time, the Church’s views of Purgatory have
changed. The Reformers rejected the idea completely as a
concept created by the Pope without biblical support. The
modern Roman Catholic view is different from what many
recall learning years ago.
Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger (who later became pope), argued
that Jesus is the fire of judgment which transforms us as he
conforms us to his glorious, resurrected body—not during a
long-drawn-out process, but in the actual moment of final
judgment.
On Jan. 12, 2011, as Pope Benedict XVI, he wrote: “…[N]ot
an exterior but rather an interior fire. This is purgatory: an
inner fire…. The soul is aware of the immense love and perfect justice of God and consequently suffers for having failed
to respond in a correct and perfect way to this love; and love
for God itself becomes a flame, love itself cleanses it from
the residue of sin.”
He linked purgatory to Jesus Christ himself, separating it
from the idea of an intermediate place or state of being requiring thousands of years of physical punishment. He destroyed the link that created the idea of indulgences. If the
pope had done that in 1511 instead of 2011, there may not
have been a Reformation.
The third level of the church, as taught back then, is the
Church Militant. They are the Christians here on earth, both
clergy and laity. The sacramental and other priestly duties
made clergy intermediaries between God and his people.
Healing prayer and anointing oil were for clergy only; violations were punishable by death. Any disagreement with
Church doctrine was heresy, and was punished by torture
and agonizing death, such as burning at the stake. The
Reformation changed that perspective. It coincided with the
invention of the printing press, which made Bibles more accessible, and they were translated from Greek, Hebrew,
and Latin into languages the people spoke.

There are distinct problems with the threefold Church concept, not the least of which is its depiction of saints. The Bible refers to saints a few times, but they’re not the select
few at the top leadership levels. Paul wrote in multiple
letters about them.
To all in Rome who are loved by God and called to be
saints: Grace and peace to you from God our Father and
from the Lord Jesus Christ.— Romans 1:7
Now, however, I am on my way to Jerusalem in the service of the saints there. — Romans15:25
Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, to the
saints in Ephesus, the faithful in Christ Jesus…
— Ephesians 1:1
Paul calls all followers of Jesus in Rome, Jerusalem, and
Ephesus saints. In fact, he refers to his fellow followers as
saints 29 times in his letters. The other New Testament writers use the term 16 times for a total of 45 times the everyday
followers of Jesus Christ are referred to as saints, but not
once for Peter, Paul, or Mary—or the other superheroes of
the faith.
Over the centuries, we’ve raised the bar for sainthood so
high we can’t reach it. Paul says we are all equal in Christ: no
Jew nor Greek, man nor woman, slave nor free. Instead of
accepting that model, we developed a Christian doctrine
reminiscent of George Orwell’s Animal Farm, in which all
Christians are equal, but some Christians are more equal than
others. A selective sainthood is not biblical.
The Apostles’ Creed states we believe in the “communion of
saints.” It’s not plural; there’s just one communion. The
Church Militant is united with the Church Triumphant, and
there is no Church Expectant.
The Greek word we translate as saint (hagios), means holy
ones. Disciples of Jesus behave differently from everyone
else. The Holy Spirit makes Holy People. Our goal as disciples
is to live as Jesus lived and do what Jesus did. It’s simple to
do, but not easy. It’s not complicated, but it is difficult. It’s
impossible to do without God’s grace. The story of your life is
the story of the life of a saint. A poem from an unknown author describes that life:
How He Lived:
Not, how did he die?
But, how did he live?
Not, what did he gain?
But, what did he give?
These are the merits
To measure the worth
Of a man as man,
Regardless of birth.
Not, what was his station?
But, had he a heart?
And how did he play
His God-given part?

Was he ever ready
With word of good cheer
To bring a smile,
To banish a tear?
Not what was his church?
Nor, what was his creed?
But had he befriended
Those really in need?
Not, what did the sketch
In the newspaper say?
But, how many were sorry
When he passed away?

Grace and Peace to You Saints at Christ the Redeemer,
Fr. Austin

Readings for the Twenty-First Sunday
After Pentecost
Isaiah 1:10-18 Psalm 32:1-8
2 Thessalonians 1:1-4, 11-12
Luke 19:1-10
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Greeter – Karen Packard & Katy Mize
Ushers – Jim Slater & Don Houston
Lessons – Dorothy Warner
Prayers – Maureen Light
Chalice – Motty Durham & Sherri Wayman
Counters – Motty Durham & Hillary Thomas
Altar Guild – Jennifer Kircher
Noisy Offering Recipient – CTR Prayers & Squares

October 27 , 2019
Attendance: 65
Weekly Offering Received: $2,487.00

CTR Prayer Project
Ephesians 2:14 - For He Himself is our peace, who
made both groups (circumcised and uncircumcised) into one and broke down the barrier of the
dividing wall.
In Jesus’ time, the dividing wall was between the
Jews and Gentiles, the circumcised and the uncircumcised. We’re all familiar with the Parable of the
Good Samaritan, where the Jews and even the
Jewish Rabbi would not stop to help the man who
was robbed, beaten, and left to die on the roadside. And I’m sure that tongues were wagging
when they saw a Jew sitting in Samaria with a
woman at Jacob’s Well.
Today, the dividing wall can be just about anyone
or anything we disagree with: female versus male;
colored versus white; poor versus rich; political
affiliation, hometown, religion---you name it--we’re all offended. And the more divisive we become, the more gleeful Satan and his demons be-

come. If he can get husband and wife to erect a
wall between them, a marriage crumbles. If he can
get the people in one nation fighting among themselves, the nation falls apart. If he can get one nation fighting another nation, a war may break out.
And, if he can get the members of a church to disagree often enough, their service to the Lord becomes greatly diminished or completely nonexistent.
When Jesus entered a room or gathering of His
disciples, His greeting was often His familiar salutation, “Peace be with you.” When we find ourselves becoming more and more frustrated with
what’s going on around us, it’s a sign that we need
a closer and more abiding relationship with the
Prince of Peace Himself. Once again, it’s a matter
of choice. God has given us free will and we can
choose to be anxious and allow that anxiety to
affect our health, relationships, and everything we
come in contact with, or we can ask God to make
His presence known to us in each and every divisive situation we encounter. Jesus Christ is our
peace, and rather than offering us a total lack of
division, He is offering us a total lack of anxiety in
the midst of the enemy’s onslaught of divisive tactics.
Praying in One Accord - When we’re praying and
working in one accord with each other and with
God, Satan is wearing a frown.
Accord Prayer - Lord, we can only have true peace
when the Prince of Peace is in complete control of
every aspect of our lives; please fill every nook and
cranny with Your presence. In Your Name we
pray. Amen.
Prayer of Thanksgiving - Father, You are aware of
the walls that Satan is erecting in nearly every area
of our lives; thank You for sending Your Son, the
Prince of Peace, to provide the Perfect Option
when division threatens to render us helpless or
ineffective. Amen.

Thrift Shop Shopping!

The first “THRIFT SHOPPING”
event will be on Thursday, Nov.
14th. Meet at the church office at 9
am. Call Linda or Hillary if you need a ride!
CTR Welcome Party!

2019—2020 Advent Devotionals
We need your help in putting together our daily
devotionals for the season of Advent.

CTR will be hosting a “Welcome
Party” for new members on Saturday, Nov. 23rd at 6:00 pm in the
home of Mina & Wendell Girard. Their address is:
2897 W. 13th Pl. Please RSVP to Deacon Linda or
Dorothy Warner if you plan to attend!

Sign-up sheets and bible passages
for each selected date are
available at the Greeter Table.
Please select one scripture verse from the choices provided and write a few short paragraphs about what
the Holy Spirit puts on your heart.
Feel free to do more than one! Please see
Mary Sue Houston if you have any questions.
We encourage you to be inspired by God’s Word and
write what He would place in your heart.
The DEADLINE to turn them in to the office is

NEXT Sunday, Nov. 10th.
Thank you in advance for your
commitment to this blessed project.

Greeter Table Announcements
Lenten Prayer
Deacon Linda would like to facilitate a
Lenten class on ways of praying. Suggested time is 5—5:30pm before the
weekly Wednesday Eucharist. If you are interested in knowing about contemplative prayer or Lectio Divina prayer, give Linda a call at 928-2596620.
Coffee Hour Volunteers & Greeters Needed!
Coffee Hour Hosts needed for Dec. 29th! Greeters
needed for Nov 24th, and Dec 15th , 22nd & 29th.
Thanks to those who have signed up so far!!

Thank you for donating to New Life Ministries! Ann
says her trunk was full!! You’re the BEST!

1) The Bible books of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John
are known as the gospels, (meaning "good news") of
Jesus Christ. Almost everything we know about Jesus'
life, ministry, death and resurrection comes from these
four books. Which of the four books was the first one
written?
 Matthew
 Mark
 Luke
 John
2) Which of the four gospels shows a much different
picture of Jesus than the other three?
 Matthew
 Mark
 Luke
 John
3) The "kingdom of God" was the centerpiece of Jesus'
teachings, but one of the gospels substitutes the
phrase "kingdom of heaven." Which one?
 Matthew
 Mark
 Luke
 John
Continued . . .

4) True or False? The Gospel of John was written by
John the Baptist.
 True
 False
5) Which two books tell the story of Jesus' birth?
 Matthew and Mark
 Matthew and Luke
 Mark and Luke
 Luke and John
6) Which of these stories about Jesus is in all four
gospels?
 Jesus turns water into wine at the wedding at Cana.
 Jesus walks on water.
 Jesus feeds 5000 with a few loaves of bread and
fishes
 Jesus talks with a Samaritan woman at Jacob's well.
7) True or False? All four gospel books tell of Jesus' arrest, trial, crucifixion and resurrection.
 True
(Answers next week!)
 False

ord, we ask you to
comfort and sustain all
who in this transitory
life are in sickness, or any other
adversity. Open the hearts to
know your love and feel your presence.
We pray for Abbie Bundy, Alfredo & Lilian Campa,
Betty (Bo Peep) Penny, Donna, Kate Campa, Zoe Hawk,
Rob, Nick & Geordan Koenigs, Madelyn, Nancy Meek
Nora Gambling, Mark Greer.
If you would like to submit prayer requests for this newsletter or if you have any updates, please contact the
church office at 928-343-9551,
or ctryuma@gmail.com
PRAYERS FOR THE DEANERY OF ARIZONA
The Right Rev. Keith & Gail Andrews, Bishop of the Diocese of Western Anglicans.
The Very Rev. Thomas & Elizabeth Phillips, Dean of the
Deanery of Arizona.
Spencer Johnson, President of the Executive Committee of the Diocese.
Roger Pelham, Chairman, Steering Committee of the
Deanery.

Office will be closed from Friday, 11/1
through Tuesday, 11/5. See you next week
on Wednesday!
If anyone would like Margie Scheafer’s new address, we
now have it! Contact the office!

Sunday, November 3
9 a.m. Rector’s Forum (Fr. Austin on Vacation)
10 a.m. Worship Service
1 p.m. Pastoral Visitation–Yuma Rehab Hospital
Tuesday, November 5
6:30 a.m. Bible Study -

Hawk, Rob

11/8

Tinsley, Cindy

11/11

Wright, Frank

11/12

Towner, Josephine

11/13

Tanaka, Kenna

11/15

Wayman, Jennifer

11/25

Trujillo, Norma

11/27

Wednesday, November 6
5:30 p.m. Evening Prayer
Sunday, November 10
9 a.m. Rector’s Forum
10 a.m. Worship Service
1 p.m. Pastoral Visitation–Yuma Rehab Hospital

DEADLINE FOR ADVENT
DEVOTIONALS!!!

Christ the Redeemer
November 2019
Sun.

Mon.

Tue.

Wed.

Thu.

Fri.
1

Sunday, November 10th
Advent Devotionals DUE!!

Sat.
2

11:a.m.
Women's
Fellowship Lunch
Office Closed

Fr. Austin Vacation

3

4

9 a.m.
Rector’s Forum

Office Closed

10 a.m.
Holy Eucharist

10

11
Office Closed

18

9 a.m.
Rector’s Forum

Office Closed

10 a.m.
Holy Eucharist
POT LUCK!

24
9 a.m.
Rector’s Forum
10 a.m.
Holy Eucharist
KB Books Here!

6

6:30 a.m. Bible Study
@ Big Curve Starbucks STILL ON!

5:30 p.m.
Evening Prayer

7

8

9

14

15

16

21

22

23

28

29

30

Office Closed

9 a.m.
Rector’s Forum
10 a.m.
Holy Eucharist

17

5

25
Office Closed

12

13

6:30 a.m. Bible Study
@ Big Curve Starbucks
(2 Kings)

5:30 p.m.
Eucharist Service

19

20

6:30 a.m. Bible Study
@ Big Curve Starbucks
(2 Kings)

5:30 p.m.
Eucharist Service

26

27

6:30 a.m. Bible Study
@ Big Curve Starbucks
(2 Kings)

5:30 p.m.
Eucharist Service

\

\

6:30 p.m.
Parish Council

Notes
Fr. Austin Vacation: 11/1—11/11
Women’s Fellowship Luncheon is held at EAT Asian Buffet
Both Sunday and Wednesday Eucharist Services are held in the church sanctuary.
Parish Council is also held at the church.

