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Next Parish Council Meeting 
November 20, 2019 

Fore Word — Getting the Mites Right 

When a sentence begins with a conjunction there’s usually a reason.  

In our desire to make a biblical text more grammatically appealing, 
translators often remove the conjunction at the beginning of a sen-
tence. When we do that, however, we can lose the author’s intended 
flow—like in this Sunday’s passage from Luke. The Greek text be-
gins with the word and (kai) in Verse 5, but many English translations 
remove it: 

When some were speaking about the temple… 

Unfortunately, that makes the reader think it’s the start of something 
new, rather than the continuation of what Luke had been writing be-
fore that sentence (remember, chapters and verses were added to the 
text centuries later). Let’s look at the full statement:  

When some were speaking about the temple, how it was 
adorned with beautiful stones and gifts dedicated to 
God, he said, 6 “As for these things that you see, the 
days will come when not one stone will be left upon an-
other; all will be thrown down.” — Luke 21:5–6 (NRSV) 

These opening verses are actually the closing verses of another dis-
cussion Luke presents using a bookend format. While it also segues 
into a discussion about the end of the world and difficult times that 
lay ahead for disciples, its first purpose is as Jesus’ third comment in a 
three-part series regarding abuse by church leaders.  

We need to back up a bit in order to see what Luke and Jesus mean in 
context. 

In the beginning of Chapter 20, Jesus is teaching in the Temple in Je-
rusalem and is confronted by the religious leaders, demanding he 
identify by whose authority he is teaching. Jesus turns the question 
back at them by asking by whose authority John the Baptist preached. 
They had rejected John, so they were trapped into either admitting 
they rejected God’s authority by rejecting John or declaring that 
John’s authority did not come from God, which would have caused an 
uprising among his followers against the Temple leaders. So, they 
refused to answer Jesus.  

In verses 9-19, Luke shows Jesus telling a parable about wicked ten-
ants who kill the vineyard owner’s son, thinking they could get the 
vineyard for themselves. When the religious leaders realize the para-
ble is about them, they are visibly annoyed and want to arrest Jesus 
right then and there—but they’re too scared of the public’s reaction.  

So, the Pharisees try to trick Jesus (Luke 20:20-26) with a question 
about paying taxes to Rome (if he says yes, he’s a Roman sympathiz-
er; if he says no, he’s speaking against the emperor — a win/win sce-
nario for the lovers of the status quo). His answer of giving to Caesar 
what belongs to him (his silly coins with his image on them), and to 
God what belongs to God (everything), make the Pharisees look fool-
ish, and Luke says that they stop asking him any questions.  

The next scene that Luke shows us (20:27-40) has the other main   
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clergy group, the Sadducees, trying to trip Jesus up with 
an absurd scenario of a widow marrying her husband’s six 
brothers successively. Jesus’ response makes the Saddu-
cees look foolish, and Luke says that they also stop asking 
him any questions. In a society based on shame and honor, 
Jesus has shamed and dishonored the two most powerful 
groups of religious leaders in Israel.  

Then, Jesus tells his disciples why he is so angry and dis-
appointed in Israel’s religious leaders. Luke begins this 
three-part section by telling his readers that Jesus told 
these things to his disciples out in the open “in the hearing 
of all the people.” This wasn’t a quiet lesson for just Jesus’ 
inner circle.  (20:45)  

First, Jesus tells them to beware of the religious scholars 
who love their power and prestige, and who use it to swin-
dle widows out of their homes. In biblical times, widows 
had no income source; no pension plan; no Social Security 
check each month. When a husband died, his widow 
would have their home and whatever food or small sav-
ings might be left. These church leaders would offer long 
prayers for the widow in exchange for payment and would 
use the trust placed in them as religious leaders to trick 
these widows in giving their homes away to the church, 
which would then sell it — though the money from their 
sale of the home often didn’t make it past the religious 
leaders who took it for themselves. Jesus closes this first 
part by saying “they will receive the greater condemna-
tion.”  

Luke then tells us that Jesus looks up as he is criticizing 
the religious leaders in the Temple and points their atten-
tion to a widow who happens to have come in while this is 
going on. She is walking over to the donation area (13 
large trumpet-shaped cones that drop the money into the 
boxes under them) and placing her offering in them. These 
offering trumpets are designed to amplify the sound of the 
coins tumbling into box, so the wealthy can be sure that 
everyone in the building hears the sounds of the large do-
nations they’re making bouncing around in the trumpets 
like an ecclesiastic pachinko machine. Likewise, everyone 
hears the small “plink, plink” of the widow’s two coins 
(21:1-4).  

Then, Jesus says to the crowd, where everyone can hear 
him,   

“Truly I tell you, this poor widow has put in 
more than all of them; 4 for all of them have con-
tributed out of their abundance, but she out of 
her poverty has put in all she had to live on.” 
Luke 21:3–4  

Notice that Jesus doesn’t say that this is good. He says her 
donation is devastating to her. Jesus has just been describ-
ing how the clergy are robbing the very people they are 
supposed to protect, when in walks a living, breathing il-
lustration of his point, almost on cue. He describes the 
idolatry of wealthy clergy — long robes, best seats in the 
synagogues, seats of honor at banquets, being greeted with 
respect by others who idolize material wealth, etc. — and 
then shows that they are getting rich by ripping off the 
poor.  

Luke closes this lesson by having some of the people point 
out to Jesus the lovely stones and gifts that adorned the 
Temple — paid for with offerings like the widow just 
made.  

Notice that Jesus doesn’t say, “Well, yes, that’s true. It’s a 
lovely building, and the decorations are quite beautiful.”  
Instead, Jesus says the days will come when it will all be 
torn down, not one stone left on another.  

That actually happened about 40 years later, in AD 70, 
when the Roman army destroyed the Temple. The fires 
that raged during the battle melted the gold decorations on 
the walls, and it dripped between the stones. The soldiers 
pulled all the stones apart to ensure they didn’t leave any 
of the gold behind.  

So, let’s look again at how Luke packaged this series of 
events: Jesus comments on the uselessness of accumulating 
material wealth after criticizing the religious leaders for 
doing just that, and in between shows them a poor widow 
who is a victim of their teachings and behavior.  

And we, as Christians misreading scripture through our 
western eyes, miss almost all of it. We use the story about 
the widow’s offering (or “widow’s mite”) to browbeat our 
congregations into pledging more money to the church. 
The attitude is always “if this poor widow could give eve-
rything she had to the church, surely you can give more 
than you’re currently giving.”  

Jesus does not call her donation “seed money,” or praise 
her for her generosity. In fact, he chastises the religious 
establishment for creating an image of our Heavenly Father 
that blesses the rich with more wealth (if God’s pleased 
with you, he gives you material stuff) and demands that the 
poor suffer without food or shelter so their money can be 
used to decorate his Temple (after all, they’re poor because 
they haven’t pleased God).  

Does that image even remotely sound like the God who 
told the prophets that Israel would face judgment for the 
way they have unjustly treated the poor? Does this sound 
like the God who tells us to store our treasures in Heaven 
instead of chasing worldly wealth? Does this sound like a 
God who promises to raise the lowly? 

Do we see this problem today?  

If Jesus turned on his TV to the Christian channels show-
ing fraudulent faith healer Peter Popoff hawking his 
“Miracle Spring Water” — a tiny Ziploc bag of water that 
promises to get its drinker out of financial debt; or Jesse 
Duplantis describing his need for a fourth private jet for 
$54 million at church expense, so he won’t have to stop to 
refuel; or Mike Murdock telling people to send him $1,000 
as a “seed” that will let them reap three months of miracles 
as their harvest; what do you think Jesus’ reaction would 
be? 

I imagine it would be a lot like what Luke shows us in 
these passages. Jesus isn’t any happier with the salvation 
peddlers of today than he was 20 centuries ago. Jesus told 
Peter and all the religious leaders that would come after 
him to feed his sheep, not fleece them.  

The widow’s offering should be a terrifying reminder to all 



of us about the trust Jesus has placed in his disciples, and 
the high price of idolatry if we allow ourselves to be dis-
tracted from his mission. Her offering is not a bludgeon 
with which we can extort more revenue for the church; 
it’s a reminder of how church leadership has failed in our 
obligation to protect and serve the weakest among us.  

We are called to help the poor. The office of deacon was 
created to ensure widows and orphans were fed—to assist 
the community both inside and outside the church. The 
entire congregation is called to be salt and light in this 
world. If our fresh perspective of the story of the widow’s 
offering can spur us toward doing more to help the poor 
among us, it may be the first time that mite makes right.  

Your Brother in Christ, 

Fr. Austin 

  
 

Readings for the Twenty-Second Sunday 
After Pentecost 

Malachi 4:1-2a    Psalm 98 
2 Thessalonians 3:6-13 

Luke 21:5-19 

 

 
Those Who  Serve 
Greeter – Karen Packard 

Ushers – Chuck & Dorothy Warner 
Lessons – Kelly Scherrer 
Prayers – Eric Scherrer 

Chalice – Katy Mize & Sherri Wayman 
Counters – Jo Towner & Jeffrey Polston 

Altar Guild – Mary Sue Houston & Sherri Wayman 
Noisy Offering Recipient – Community Assistance Fund 

 

 
November 10 , 2019 

Attendance: 56 
Weekly Offering Received: $2,629.00 

 

 

CTR Prayer Project 

Luke 8:24 - The disciples went and woke Him, say-
ing, “Master, Master, we’re going to drown!” He 
got up and rebuked the wind and the raging wa-
ters; the storm subsided, and all was calm. 

Most of the year, we live in the desert, and the 
storms that cause damage are few and far be-
tween. I remember, though, a time when my hus-
band was out of town and our children were quite 
young, and we sat on our sofa and watched the 

heavy rain moving horizontally in front of our 
house, instead of vertically. I remember another 
time when the wind was so strong it picked up our 
storage shed and set it down in the middle of the 
street.  

During the summer months now, we live up in the 
mountains, and in July and August, we get rain-
storms with thunder and lightning nearly every 
afternoon.  Sometimes the rain is coming down so 
heavily it becomes like a thick fog and we can 
hardly see the pine trees on our lot. The same is 
true when many health-related storms seem to 
come out of nowhere as we get older. They can 
appear to be overwhelming, and we can feel like 
we’re drowning. During those storms, we often 
cry out to God for help. When He doesn’t seem to 
hear us, or doesn’t calm the storm immediately, 
we wonder if He really cares that we’re suffering. 
We wonder why He doesn’t just rebuke those 
storms and tell them to be still. Unless our faith is 
rock solid, we may even begin to doubt His sover-
eignty.   

We’ve read in our Bibles about God’s omnipo-
tence, so we believe He can part the waters of any 
sea He chooses. We believe He can make fire ap-
pear in a bush that is not consumed. We even be-
lieve He can raise the dead to life – so, why can’t 
He kill a few cancer cells, or take away the pain in 
our back? Of course He can!!! So, why isn’t He do-
ing it? We forget sometimes that He is also in the 
process of transforming us into the likeness of 
Christ. Christ suffered, and we must learn to suffer 
without complaining, without doubting, and by 
holding tightly to His hand through it all. Instead 
of cursing our difficulties or blaming God for not 
rushing to our aid, we need to remember that 
through every storm we face, we are learning how 
to persevere.  

We are growing stronger as Christians and gaining 
new insight into how to fully rely on God. And eve-
ry storm we weather with God’s help becomes a 
new chapter in our witness story for Him. What at 
first may appear as insurmountable hurdles, in 
hindsight we see as stepping stones to a closer 
walk with our very Best Friend. 

Praying in One Accord - Rather than asking God 
why we are facing so many storms, we’re in one 



 

 

 

 

POTLUCK!  Nov. 17 

THIS SUNDAY! Turkeys 
will be provided! (Thanks to 

Jeff Polston), so bring your 
favorite Thanksgiving side dish 

or desert!  Keep in mind that we don’t have an oven—
so if you bring something cooked, you can use the 
microwave to heat it up! 

 
 

Dec. 1  Advent Begins 

Annual Sock Drive for Cross-

roads Mission. Socks needed 

for men, women and children. 

More information, contact 

Connie Whitener. 

 

 

Dec. 8  St. Nicholas Day 

Mark the date and bring your      

children! Photos will be taken!  

Treats for the children! 

More information: Motty Durham 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Back to the Desert Retreat #6 

Feb. 21—23, 2020 

Registration forms are available in the entry way. 

accord with Him when we ask, “What do You 
want me to learn from this trial?” 

Accord Prayer - Suffering Servant, help us to see 
each and every storm in our lives as tools You are 
using to teach us Your ways. In Your Name we 
pray. Amen. 

Prayer of Thanksgiving - Almighty God, thank You 
for the many times You have walked us through 
unexpected storms, or calmed the overwhelming 
storms in our lives; thank You for being with us in 
the midst of every storm, and for the insight that 
comes when we hold Your hand through each 
one of them. Amen. 

 
 
 
 

Greeter Table Announcements 
 

Coffee Hour Volunteers & Greeters Needed! 

Coffee Hour Hosts needed for Dec. 29th! Greeters 
needed for Nov 24th, and Dec 15th , 22nd & 29th. 
Thanks to those who have signed up so far!! 
   

Thanksgiving 

Donations 
 

CTR is in need of  
donations to pur-

chase a turkey and all the fixings for two families 
at New Life Ministries. This is the last Sunday for 
helping out! There will be a basket at the Greeters 
Table for your donations!   

KB Books! 

Kathryn Bunch and her traveling 
bookstore  will be here on Sun-
day, Nov. 24th!  Get your books 
for the bookworms on your 
Christmas shopping list! 
 

St. Paul’s Concert Series 

Sunday, Nov. 17th at 5:00 pm 

David Pedraza ~ Viola 
Sergeid Skobin ~ Piano 
 

For more information, contact Sally 
Houston-Baker at 782-0166 or 782-
5155. 

 



T hanks for all your prayers and the lovely prayer 
quilt.  I will be keeping Mary Sue informed, as I 

go through surgery so call her for any updates.   
Love you all. 
                 ~ Deacon Linda  
 
 

 
Thank You to Jim Slater, 
Hugh Durham, Patty Morris 
& Don Houston for pre-
senting the colors at Sun-
day Service. Thanks also to 
Jim & Hugh for the poem. 

 

Thank you to Everett Whit-
aker & Frank Durham for 
the wonderful music. 

 

Thank you Jennifer Way-
man Hart for the special  
music for the Offertory.  It was beautiful.  

ord, we ask you to 
comfort and sustain 
all who in this transito-

ry life are in sickness, or any 
other adversity. Open the 
hearts to know your love and feel your presence.   
 
 

We pray for Abbie Bundy, Alfredo & Lilian Campa,  
Betty (Bo Peep) Penny, Donna, Kate Campa,  Zoe 

Hawk, Rob, Madelyn, Nancy Meek Nora Gambling, 
Mark Greer, Dcn. Linda, Bob Engelhardt, Scotty 

Haskell, David Wayman, Christian Stanley 
 
 

If you would like to submit prayer requests for this news-
letter or if you have any updates, please contact the 

church office at 928-343-9551,  or ctryuma@gmail.com 
 

PRAYERS FOR THE DEANERY OF ARIZONA 

The Rev. Austin & Mary Mansfield, Christ the Redeemer 
Anglican Church, Yuma, AZ  

Deacon Linda Stokes & Everett Whitacre,  Christ the 
Redeemer Anglican Church, Yuma, AZ  

Deacon John & Carol Jordan, Desert Oasis Fellowship, 
Las Vegas, NV  

CindyTinsley 11/7 

Hawk, Rob 11/8 

Wright, Frank 11/12 

Towner, Josephine 11/13 

Tanaka, Kenna 11/15 

Wayman, Jennifer 11/25 

Trujillo, Norma 11/27 

Sunday, November 17 
 9 a.m.   Rector’s Forum   
10 a.m. Worship Service  
 
 
 
 
1 p.m.  Pastoral Visitation–Yuma Rehab Hospital 

  

Tuesday, November 19 
6:30 a.m. Bible Study    
 

Wednesday, November 20 
5:30 p.m. Eucharist Service 
6:30 p.m. Parish Council 
 

Sunday, November 24 
 9 a.m.   Rector’s Forum  
10 a.m. Worship Service  
1 p.m.  Pastoral Visitation–Yuma 
Rehab Hospital

Sunday 

mailto:ctryuma@gmail.com


Notes       
Women’s Fellowship Luncheon is held at EAT Asian Buffet 

Both Sunday and Wednesday Eucharist Services are held in the church sanctuary. 

Parish Council is also held at the church. 

Prayers & Squares meets at the Church Office 

Sun. Mon. Tue. Wed. Thu. Fri. Sat. 

1 2 

                  
             

 

11:a.m. 
Women's  
Fellowship Lunch 

Office Closed 

Fr. Austin Vacation 

 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

9 a.m.  
Rector’s Forum 
 

10 a.m.  
Holy Eucharist 

  
 

Office Closed 

6:30 a.m. Bible Study 
@ Big Curve Star-
bucks     STILL ON! 
 

Office Closed 

5:30 p.m.  
Evening Prayer 
 
 

 9:a.m. 
Prayers & 
Squares 

 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

9 a.m.  
Rector’s Forum 
 

10 a.m.  
Holy Eucharist 
 

 

 Office Closed 6:30 a.m. Bible Study 
@ Big Curve Star-
bucks 
(2 Kings) 
 
 

5:30 p.m. 
Eucharist Service 

 
 

9:a.m. 
Prayers & 
Squares 

 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

 9 a.m.  
Rector’s Forum 
 

10 a.m.  
Holy Eucharist 
 

POT LUCK! 

  
 

 Office Closed 
  

6:30 a.m. Bible Study 
@ Big Curve Star-
bucks 
(2 Kings) 

5:30 p.m.  
Eucharist Service 
 
\ 

6:30 p.m. 
Parish Council 

 

 9:a.m. 
Prayers & 
Squares 

 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

9 a.m.  
Rector’s Forum 
 

10 a.m.  
Holy Eucharist 
 

 KB Books Here! 

 
 

Office Closed 

6:30 a.m. Bible Study 
@ Big Curve Star-
bucks 
(2 Kings) 

5:30 p.m. 
Eucharist Service 
\ 

 9:a.m. 
Prayers & 
Squares 
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Continued . . .  

 

 

 

 

 

 

FATHER AUSTIN MANSFIELD 
Invites you on a pilgrimage to 

ISRAEL – land of the bible 
March 8 – 17, 2021 

Day 1: Departure from USA, overnight flight including dinner, breakfast and in-flight entertainment.    

Day 2: Tel Aviv / Tiberias. Arrival at Ben Gurion Airport. We are met, assisted and escorted to our hotel by 

aviatours staff. We meet for dinner. (If you arrive early in the day, we will add sites on the way to the ho-

tel).    

Day 3: Cana / Nazareth / Caesrea / Tiberias. After breakfast we drive towards Cana (John 21:2) where the 

first miracle of Jesus took place, and then to Nazareth (Matt 2:23) to visit the place where he lived as a young 

boy and visit a typical house of his time. Drive to Caesarea (Acts 10:1ff), the port-city built by King Herod. 

Apostle Paul was put in prison here until he was expelled to Rome. We continue to the Baptism site at the Jor-

dan River, where those who wish, may renew their Baptism in this unique place. We reach Tiberias (John 6:1; 

21:1) for dinner.    

Day 4: Capernaum/ Tabgha / Mt. of Beatitudes / Magdala / Mt. Tabor. After breakfast, we descend and 

take a boat ride on the Sea of Galilee. In the middle of the sea we shut the engines and read the moving scrip-

tures: Matthew 14:2627. We reach Capernaum (Luke 4:31) to visit the ruins of an ancient synagogue and the 

Byzantine chapel at the site of Peter's House. We then continue to Tabgha (Matt 14:17, 19), the site of the 

Multiplication of the Loaves and the Fish, Mount of Beatitudes (Matt 5-7) and Magdala - home of Mary Mag-

dalene. We will ascend to Mt.Tabor– the site of the transfiguration of Jesus (Matt. 17:1-8). Return to our hotel 

for dinner and overnight stay.    

Day 5: Jerusalem – The Old City. Today we head south through the Jordan Valley to reach Jerusalem. Our 

first stop will be the Mount of Olives (Mark 13:3) with a panoramic view of both the "old" and "new" Jerusa-

lem. We follow the path down the Palm Sunday road to the Garden of Gethsemane (Matt 26:36) and the near-

by Church of All Nations. We then take a short drive through the Kidron Valley to reach Absalom and Zacha-

riah's Tomb. Continue to Mount Zion (King David's tomb) and the Upper Room (John 13:1ff), site of the Last 

Supper. Nearby is the house of Caiaphas. We reach our hotel for dinner and overnight    

Day 6: Qumran / Dead Sea/ Masada/ Jerusalem. We drive south to the Dead Sea through Masada, the pala-

ce-fort built by King Herod. Here, in 73 A.D., 960 Jewish zealots committed suicide rather than surrender to 

the Romans. The plateau is reached via a cable car ride with a spectacular view of the plains surrounding it. 

We’ll also dip in the Dead Sea – rich with minerals, God’s gift to your skin. Dinner and overnight in Jerusa-

lem.    

Day 7: Jerusalem. After breakfast we visit the modern city of Jerusalem, the famous Menorah near the Israeli 

Parliament (Knesset), the YadVa Shem Museum (the Holocaust Museum). Afternoon visit to the little town of 

Ein Karem, the town of Elizabeth and St John the Baptist (Luke 1:5) Our day ends with dinner and overnight 

in our hotel in Jerusalem.    



Day 8: The Way of the Cross / Bethlehem. We start the day with a visit to the Wailing Wall (the Western 

Wall) - the last remains of the Temple built by King Herod and the Rabbi’s Tunnel which exposes to you the 

unique size of the Wailing Wall. We then walk along the Via Dolorosa “The Way of the Cross” with its 14 sta-

tions, ending in the Church of the Holy Sepulcher (Matthew 27:11-31). Next we then travel to the "little town 

of Bethlehem (Matt 2:1ff) and its' Church of the Nativity and Milk Grotto. Dinner and overnight in Jerusalem.    

Day 9: Jerusalem: For You! A day at leisure for your own independent explorations and activities, or addi-

tional optional sightseeing. Our day ends with a farewell dinner and overnight in Jerusalem. (If your flight de-

parts at midnight, you will be transferred to the airport after dinner).  

Day 10: Flight Back Home! Transfer to the airport. Arrival home in the U.S.A. on the same day. Welcome 

back. You have just returned from a lifetime experience.  

THE PRICE INCLUDES: flights from Yuma • 4 Star hotels • Two people in each room • Detailed in the pro-

gram excursions with an English Guide • Luxury coach • Luggage handling • Breakfast and dinner daily • 

Tickets to the historical places of religious interest that are included in the program • Transports to and from 

the airport in Israel • The total price of the pilgrimage is based on a group of no less than 15 people.  

 NOT INCLUDED IN THE PRICE: Single room supplement, Traveler’s insurance of $174, Tips of $9 per 

person, per day, bottled, beverages, personal expenses and lunches.  

 Estimated price: $ 3937 (Includes taxes of $539 known) Deposit for registration $275 (without insurance) 

or $449 (with travel insurance) Paid by check or Money Order. Insurance is an additional $174.    

REGISTER TODAY AND RESERVE YOUR SPACE! 

If you wish to register, please contact: 

FATHER AUSTIN MANSFIELD TEL: 928-247-4001 

Fill out the form and send with your deposit and passport copy TODAY!  

Final price will be known at the end of April 2020. If the price is higher than the estimated,  

you will have 30 days from the date the final flyer has been published  

to cancel your reservation without penalties and receive a full refund. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Don’t miss this chance of a lifetime! 
 

Walk where Jesus walked 



 

 
 

 

 

 
 


