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Next Parish Council Meeting 
January 8, 2020 

In Word — Firstborn 

In Paul’s Letter to the Colossians, he uses a term that, if taken liter-
ally, contradicts the accepted understanding of who Jesus is. Actu-
ally, “literally” is a word we really misuse. It has the same root as 
literature, which is the Latin word littera, meaning “a letter of the 
alphabet.” To take something literally should mean to understand it 
as it is written—to the letter—the way the writer intends it. In-
stead, we frequently assign a definition to a word in a sentence 
based on what it usually means elsewhere—not necessarily as the 
writer is using it in the instance. Context is the key to understand-
ing meaning.  

In the passage from Colossians for this Sunday (1:11-20), Paul re-
fers to Jesus as the “firstborn”: 

He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all crea-
tion; — Colossians 1:15 (NRSV)  

Some people in the Early Church saw that and believed it to mean 
that Jesus was created by God, the first creation by him, and the 
biggest, but a creation nonetheless. Just like a human baby is simi-
lar to his or her parents, but not exactly the same, Jesus must also 
be similar to his Father in Heaven, but not the same. The fact that 
the Bible describes him as born, even firstborn, they believed 
proves Jesus is different in substance from the Father, and there-
fore, not part of a Trinitarian God.  

Understanding the word in context gives us a different perspective.  

[The Father] has rescued us from the power of darkness 
and transferred us into the kingdom of his beloved Son, 14 
in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 15 
He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all 
creation; 16 for in him all things in heaven and on earth 
were created, things visible and invisible, whether thrones 
or dominions or rulers or powers—all things have been 
created through him and for him. 17 He himself is before 
all things, and in him all things hold together. 18 He is the 
head of the body, the church; he is the beginning, the 
firstborn from the dead, so that he might come to have 
first place in everything. 19 For in him all the fullness of 
God was pleased to dwell, 20 and through him God was 
pleased to reconcile to himself all things, whether on 
earth or in heaven, by making peace through the blood of 
his cross.  
— Colossians 1:13–20  
 

Paul is describing Jesus as having all authority, given to him by his 
Heavenly Father. Under Roman and Hebrew Law, the father was 
the head of the household or kingdom. Only the firstborn son in-
herited that authority. Whenever the father had to travel, the 
firstborn (adult) son was in charge of the family. Not mom, or Un-
cle John, or Cousin Amos. The firstborn son. He also was the only 
one with the authority to distribute the inheritance to the other 
heirs. 

                    
      

  
Making disciples who make disciples 

The Last Sunday after Pentecost 

November 24, 2019 



Paul is referring to this level of authority in describing 
Jesus as the head of the church. He’s not describing the 
essential structure of Jesus and the Father.  

It seems obvious to us in context, but in the late third 
century the Church was conflicted over the nature of the 
relationship between Jesus and the Father. A priest 
named Arius, from the region of Libya and Egypt, be-
lieved they were similar (homoiousius) but not the same 
(homoousius) substance. The only difference between 
the two words is a single letter: “i” (iota, in Greek). 
Ironically, the English term “not one iota,” meaning 
“not the slightest amount,” describes the basis of one of 
the biggest conflicts in Church history. Others disagreed 
with Arius, and his perspective was known as Arianism. 
After the legalization of Christianity by the Emperor 
Constantine in A.D. 313, the conflict became more pub-
lic, eventually leading Constantine to call all the bish-
ops together in a council at the city of Nicea in 325 to 
determine what the Christian church is supposed to be-
lieve.  

The creed we say after the sermon is based on the docu-
ment provided by the Council of Nicea but is the result 
of many modifications over the centuries through vari-
ous councils. The original declaration says very little 
about the Father and the Holy Spirit and is almost en-
tirely focused on what the Church believes about Jesus. 
Here is the English translation:  

We believe in one God, the Father almighty, 
maker of all things visible and invisible; 

And in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the Son of God, 
begotten from the Father, only-begotten, that is, 
from the substance of the Father, God from 
God, light from light, true God from true God, 
begotten not made, of one substance with the 
Father, through Whom all things came into be-
ing, things in heaven and things on earth, Who 
because of us men and because of our salvation 
came down, and became incarnate and became 
man, and suffered, and rose again on the third 
day, and ascended to the heavens, and will come 
to judge the living and dead, 

And in the Holy Spirit.  

That’s all it has to say about the Trinity. One line about 
the Father and his role, and just five words about the 
Holy Spirit. But there was more to the creed than just 
that statement about the Trinity. The last words are a 
rejection of the common, and popular, statements by 
Arianism, including the penalty imposed on anyone ad-
hering to it: 

But as for those who say, There was when He 
was not, and, Before being born He was not, and 
that He came into existence out of nothing, or 
who assert that the Son of God is of a different 
hypostasis or substance, or created, or is subject 
to alteration or change—these the Catholic and 
apostolic Church anathematizes. 

Anathematize was the church term for the most extreme 
and formal excommunication. Its Old Testament usage 

described something or someone that was evil or cursed. 
Arianism was thus declared such a heretical threat to the 
well-being of the church, that it was not only rejected 
but considered so evil that anyone believing it was no 
longer allowed to be in Christian community. 

So, as the misunderstanding of Paul’s comment in Co-
lossians illustrates, the importance of context in our 
reading of scripture can’t be overstated. Contrary to 
popular belief, there is only one correct interpretation—
the one the author intended. There are often many ways 
to apply what the text says (as in, love your neighbor), 
but there is only one correct interpretation. We have to 
read beyond the single word, to the rest of the sentence, 
paragraph, chapter, book, and sometimes even other 
writings to accurately understand what the author was 
saying. We have two to three millennia of culture and 
language changes to overcome when we approach scrip-
ture.  

The Bible wasn’t written to us or for us. God has en-
sured its continued existence so that we can learn about 
him from it, but there isn’t a single author of any of its 
books who thought some guy in 21st-century Yuma 
would be sitting in a recliner reading these now-ancient 
writings in a language that was developed many centu-
ries later. We’re reading someone else’s mail, and we 
need to understand that context or else we become mod-
ern-day Ariuses.  

And no matter how much we’re tempted, we can’t 
change scripture to mean what we would like it to—not 
one iota. 

Your Brother in Christ, 
Fr. Austin 
 
 

 

Readings for the Last Sunday 
After Pentecost 

Jeremiah 23:1-6     Psalm 46 
Colossians 1:11-20 

Luke 23:33-43 
 

 
Those Who  Serve 
Greeter – Karen Packard 

Ushers – Kelly & Eric Scherrer 
Lessons – Al Manninng 

Prayers – Mary Sue Houston 
Chalice – Sherri Wayman & Jeffrey Polston 

Counters – Mary Sue Houston & Sherri Wayman 
Altar Guild – Mary Sue Houston & Sherri Wayman 

Noisy Offering Recipient – Yuma Christian Academy 
Coffee Hour—Mary Sue, Cindy and Sally 

 

 
November 17 , 2019 

Attendance: 80 
Weekly Offering Received: $1,565.00 



CTR Prayer Project 

James 1:4 - Perseverance must finish its work so 
that you may be mature and complete, not lacking 
anything.  

Picture yourself in line near the throne of God on 
Judgment Day. The line is long, and right in front of 
you is the neighbor you most despise. You don’t even 
know his full name – just that “James” wanted noth-
ing to do with you while on earth, and he did every-
thing possible to upset you – letting his dog dig holes 
in your yard, letting his family and friends park in 
front of your driveway, using his front yard as a 
wrecking yard, etc.  When it’s his turn to be judged, 
you listen as God asks him why he hasn’t accepted 
Christ, and you hear him say, “Nobody told me about 
Him, but even if they did, I don’t know any Christians 
who behave any different than the rest of us!” And 
your heart breaks as God sentences him to eternity in 
hell as an unbeliever.   

The passage above from James’ letter tells us that 
perseverance must finish its work. What work? Well, 
God has given us a command to love Him and our 
neighbor with all our heart, soul, mind, and strength. 
I don’t know about you, but I find it easy to love 
those who love me in return, but I find it very difficult 
to love those who avoid me, irritate me, lord it over 
me, disagree with me, say or do things that hurt my 
family or friends, or don’t do anything about my end-
less complaints. Romans 5:3 tells us that we must 
suffer as Christ did, but is it suffering if I just hate my 
neighbor as much as he/she appears to hate me?  Ro-
mans 2:7 tells us we must persevere in doing good, 
but is it persevering in doing good when, in spite of 
the evil we see our neighbor demonstrating, we 
demonstrate evil in return?   

2 Corinthians 6:7 tells us our weapons need to be 
weapons of righteousness. Are the pen and the 
tongue weapons of righteousness?  2 Peter 1:6 tells 
us that self-control leads to perseverance. What part 
or parts of us do we need to control if we want it to 
result in perseverance? I believe it is our thoughts, 
intentions, desires, feelings, and emotions. When 
someone says or does something that offends us, we 
must learn to give those feelings to the Lord, instead 
of immediately thinking the worst of the offender in 
the middle of the hurtful situation.  

We must remember that agape love is self-sacrifice – 
humbling ourselves like Christ and being willing to 
allow all of the evil in the world to be dumped on our 
shoulders without holding a pity party or striking 
back in like manner. When we persevere and let go of 

our irritation, God will transform it and work every-
thing to our good. 

Praying in One Accord - God perseveres in loving us 
in spite of our sinfulness. Jesus persevered in carry-
ing out God’s Plan of Redemption in spite of the 
suffering He incurred in the process. In order to be in 
accord with God’s will for us, we must persevere in  
loving the unlovable. 

Accord Prayer - Lord Christ, You dined with sinners, 
touched the unclean, and loved even those who des-
pised You; teach us not to allow our thoughts and 
feelings to get in the way of loving those who offend 
us. In Your Name we pray. Amen. 

Prayer of Thanksgiving - Loving Father, thank You 
for not giving up on us; thank You for persevering in 
Your pursuit of our hearts, souls, and minds, and for 
encouraging Your Holy Spirit to transform us. Amen. 

 
 
 
Greeter Table Announcements 
 

Coffee Hour Volunteers & Greeters Needed! 

Coffee Hour Hosts needed for Dec 15th , 22nd & 
29th. Thanks to those who have signed up so far!! 
   

KB Books! 

Kathryn Bunch and her traveling 
bookstore  will be here this Sunday, 
Nov. 24th!  Get your books for those 
bookworms on your Christmas shop-
ping list! 

 

New Life Ministries 
 

 

A special request for these needed items! 
• Diapers, sizes 4, 5 and 6! Almost out of size 4! 
• Similac Formula—small size. 
 

They are also in need of all types of pantry sup-
plies. 
 

Christmas Offering 
 

Poinsettia Envelopes are available 
at the Greeters table. Please take 
one and put in an offering to help 
the Altar Guild provide poinsettias 
for the church at Christmas.  Thanks! 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

14th Annual 

Friday, December 6th, 10 am – 5 pm 

Saturday, December 7th, 9 am – 3 pm 

First United Methodist Church 

298 W. 3rd Street (3rd  St. and 3rd Ave.) Yuma 

Enjoy a beautiful display of Yuma’s largest collec-
tion (over 300) of unique nativity sets and crèches 
from around the world. 

Jewelry, holiday crafts and unusual gift items from 
our boutique will be available for purchase during 
the event! 

Homemade soup, sandwiches and baked goods 
will also be available for purchase during the event. 

The admission for this special Journey is a non-
perishable food item or $1.00 per person with all 
proceeds go to the Yuma Community Food Bank. 

Bring the whole family! Eat lunch! Shop for Christ-
mas while you’re here! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Round of Applause 
 

A huge thanks to Jeffrey & Christine 
Polston for  the Thanksgiving Tur-

keys! Thanks also to Dorothy Warner, Lisa Reel, 
Ann Traverso, and Russ, Star & Lily McNair for set-
ting up and decorating. It looked beautiful!  We 
had a wonderful time. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Heads Up!  Our church pictorial directory is in the 

works! Randy Smith will be taking photos—be sure 
to have one taken of you and your family. Don’t be 
left out! 
 
 

 

to all those who took the 
time to write 
a devotional 

for this Advent Season.  

Devotions will be emailed daily during Advent. A 
few hard copies will be available at the Greeters 
Table, beginning Sunday, Dec. 1st. for those who 
do not have email. 

 

 

 

 

Dec. 1  Advent Begins 

Annual Sock Drive for Crossroads Mission. Socks 

needed for men, women and children.  

Dec. 8  St. Nicholas Day 

Mark the date and bring your children! Photos will be 

taken!  Treats for the children! 

More information: Motty Durham 

Back to the Desert Retreat #6 

Feb. 21—23, 2020 

Registration forms are available in the entry way. 

https://www.yuma1st.org/calendar
https://www.yuma1st.org/calendar
https://www.yuma1st.org/calendar
https://www.yuma1st.org/calendar


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ord, we ask you to 
comfort and sustain all 
who in this transitory 

life are in sickness, or any oth-
er adversity. Open the hearts 
to know your love and feel your presence.   
 
 

We pray for Abbie Bundy, Alfredo & Lilian Campa,  
Betty (Bo Peep) Penny, Donna, Kate Campa,  Zoe 

Hawk, Rob, Madelyn, Nancy Meek Nora Gambling, 
Mark Greer, Dcn. Linda, Bob Engelhardt, Scotty 

Haskell, David Wayman, Christian Stanley 
 
 

If you would like to submit prayer requests for this news-
letter or if you have any updates, please contact the 

church office at 928-343-9551,  or ctryuma@gmail.com 
 

PRAYERS FOR THE DEANERY OF ARIZONA 

The Rev.Jerry and Sharon Bouck, with Wendy, Rebecca 
and Andrew, Holy Redeemer Anglican Church, Tucson 
AZ  

The Rev. Peter and Julie Forbes,  Kings Cross, Tucson 
(Oro Valley), AZ 

CindyTinsley 11/7 

Hawk, Rob 11/8 

Wright, Frank 11/12 

Towner, Josephine 11/13 

Tanaka, Kenna 11/15 

Wayman, Jennifer 11/25 

Trujillo, Norma 11/27 

ANGLICAN 
CHURCH 

It's calendar time! 

Get your church calendar while they last!  Keep track of 
feast days, biblically significant dates, and the church 
seasons!   

Proceeds go to the Altar Guild for a new Paschal candle 
and stand. Calendars are $5 each. 

Sunday, November 24 
 9 a.m.   Rector’s Forum   
10 a.m. Worship Service  
KB Books Here! 
1 p.m.  Pastoral Visitation–Yuma Rehab Hospital 

 

Tuesday, November 26 
6:30 a.m. Bible Study    
 

Wednesday, November 27 
5:30 p.m. Eucharist Service 
 

Thursday, November 28  

 

Sunday, December 1 
 9 a.m.   Rector’s Forum  
10 a.m. Worship Service  
1 p.m.  Pastoral Visitation–Yuma Rehab Hospital

mailto:ctryuma@gmail.com


Notes       
 For the month of December, Tuesday’s Bible Study will be held in the Church Office. 

Women’s Fellowship Luncheon is held at EAT Asian Buffet 

Both Sunday and Wednesday Eucharist Services are held in the church sanctuary. 

Parish Council is also held at the church. 

Prayers & Squares meets at the Church Office 

Sun. Mon. Tue. Wed. Thu. Fri. Sat. 

1 2 

                  
             

 

11:a.m. 
Women's  
Fellowship Lunch 

Office Closed 

Fr. Austin Vacation 

 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

9 a.m.  
Rector’s Forum 
 

10 a.m.  
Holy Eucharist 

  
 

Office Closed 

6:30 a.m. Bible Study 
@ Big Curve Star-
bucks     STILL ON! 
 

Office Closed 

5:30 p.m.  
Evening Prayer 
 
 

 9:a.m. 
Prayers & 
Squares 

 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

9 a.m.  
Rector’s Forum 
 

10 a.m.  
Holy Eucharist 
 

 

 Office Closed 6:30 a.m. Bible Study 
@ Big Curve Star-
bucks 
(2 Kings) 
 
 

5:30 p.m. 
Eucharist Service 

 
 

9:a.m. 
Prayers & 
Squares 

 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

 9 a.m.  
Rector’s Forum 
 

10 a.m.  
Holy Eucharist 
 

POT LUCK! 

  
 

 Office Closed 
  

6:30 a.m. Bible Study 
@ Big Curve Star-
bucks 
(2 Kings) 

5:30 p.m.  
Eucharist Service 
 
\ 

6:30 p.m. 
Parish Council 

 

 9:a.m. 
Prayers & 
Squares 

 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

9 a.m.  
Rector’s Forum 
 

10 a.m.  
Holy Eucharist 
 

 KB Books Here! 

 
 

Office Closed 

 6:30 a.m. Bible 

Study @ Big Curve 
Starbucks 
(2 Kings) 

5:30 p.m. 
Eucharist Service 
\ 

 9:a.m. 
Prayers & 
Squares 
 

 

 

Christ the Redeemer 

 

November 2019 



Continued . . .  

 

 

 

 

 

 

FATHER AUSTIN MANSFIELD 
Invites you on a pilgrimage to 

ISRAEL – land of the bible 
March 8 – 17, 2021 

Day 1: Departure from USA, overnight flight including dinner, breakfast and in-flight entertainment.    

Day 2: Tel Aviv / Tiberias. Arrival at Ben Gurion Airport. We are met, assisted and escorted to our hotel by 

aviatours staff. We meet for dinner. (If you arrive early in the day, we will add sites on the way to the ho-

tel).    

Day 3: Cana / Nazareth / Caesrea / Tiberias. After breakfast we drive towards Cana (John 21:2) where the 

first miracle of Jesus took place, and then to Nazareth (Matt 2:23) to visit the place where he lived as a young 

boy and visit a typical house of his time. Drive to Caesarea (Acts 10:1ff), the port-city built by King Herod. 

Apostle Paul was put in prison here until he was expelled to Rome. We continue to the Baptism site at the Jor-

dan River, where those who wish, may renew their Baptism in this unique place. We reach Tiberias (John 6:1; 

21:1) for dinner.    

Day 4: Capernaum/ Tabgha / Mt. of Beatitudes / Magdala / Mt. Tabor. After breakfast, we descend and 

take a boat ride on the Sea of Galilee. In the middle of the sea we shut the engines and read the moving scrip-

tures: Matthew 14:2627. We reach Capernaum (Luke 4:31) to visit the ruins of an ancient synagogue and the 

Byzantine chapel at the site of Peter's House. We then continue to Tabgha (Matt 14:17, 19), the site of the 

Multiplication of the Loaves and the Fish, Mount of Beatitudes (Matt 5-7) and Magdala - home of Mary Mag-

dalene. We will ascend to Mt.Tabor– the site of the transfiguration of Jesus (Matt. 17:1-8). Return to our hotel 

for dinner and overnight stay.    

Day 5: Jerusalem – The Old City. Today we head south through the Jordan Valley to reach Jerusalem. Our 

first stop will be the Mount of Olives (Mark 13:3) with a panoramic view of both the "old" and "new" Jerusa-

lem. We follow the path down the Palm Sunday road to the Garden of Gethsemane (Matt 26:36) and the near-

by Church of All Nations. We then take a short drive through the Kidron Valley to reach Absalom and Zacha-

riah's Tomb. Continue to Mount Zion (King David's tomb) and the Upper Room (John 13:1ff), site of the Last 

Supper. Nearby is the house of Caiaphas. We reach our hotel for dinner and overnight    

Day 6: Qumran / Dead Sea/ Masada/ Jerusalem. We drive south to the Dead Sea through Masada, the pala-

ce-fort built by King Herod. Here, in 73 A.D., 960 Jewish zealots committed suicide rather than surrender to 

the Romans. The plateau is reached via a cable car ride with a spectacular view of the plains surrounding it. 

We’ll also dip in the Dead Sea – rich with minerals, God’s gift to your skin. Dinner and overnight in Jerusa-

lem.    

Day 7: Jerusalem. After breakfast we visit the modern city of Jerusalem, the famous Menorah near the Israeli 

Parliament (Knesset), the YadVa Shem Museum (the Holocaust Museum). Afternoon visit to the little town of 

Ein Karem, the town of Elizabeth and St John the Baptist (Luke 1:5) Our day ends with dinner and overnight 

in our hotel in Jerusalem.    



Day 8: The Way of the Cross / Bethlehem. We start the day with a visit to the Wailing Wall (the Western 

Wall) - the last remains of the Temple built by King Herod and the Rabbi’s Tunnel which exposes to you the 

unique size of the Wailing Wall. We then walk along the Via Dolorosa “The Way of the Cross” with its 14 sta-

tions, ending in the Church of the Holy Sepulcher (Matthew 27:11-31). Next we then travel to the "little town 

of Bethlehem (Matt 2:1ff) and its' Church of the Nativity and Milk Grotto. Dinner and overnight in Jerusalem.    

Day 9: Jerusalem: For You! A day at leisure for your own independent explorations and activities, or addi-

tional optional sightseeing. Our day ends with a farewell dinner and overnight in Jerusalem. (If your flight de-

parts at midnight, you will be transferred to the airport after dinner).  

Day 10: Flight Back Home! Transfer to the airport. Arrival home in the U.S.A. on the same day. Welcome 

back. You have just returned from a lifetime experience.  

THE PRICE INCLUDES: flights from Yuma • 4 Star hotels • Two people in each room • Detailed in the pro-

gram excursions with an English Guide • Luxury coach • Luggage handling • Breakfast and dinner daily • 

Tickets to the historical places of religious interest that are included in the program • Transports to and from 

the airport in Israel • The total price of the pilgrimage is based on a group of no less than 15 people.  

 NOT INCLUDED IN THE PRICE: Single room supplement, Traveler’s insurance of $174, Tips of $9 per 

person, per day, bottled, beverages, personal expenses and lunches.  

 Estimated price: $ 3937 (Includes taxes of $539 known) Deposit for registration $275 (without insurance) 

or $449 (with travel insurance) Paid by check or Money Order. Insurance is an additional $174.    

REGISTER TODAY AND RESERVE YOUR SPACE! 

If you wish to register, please contact: 

FATHER AUSTIN MANSFIELD TEL: 928-247-4001 

Fill out the form and send with your deposit and passport copy TODAY!  

Final price will be known at the end of April 2020. If the price is higher than the estimated,  

you will have 30 days from the date the final flyer has been published  

to cancel your reservation without penalties and receive a full refund. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Don’t miss this chance of a lifetime! 
 

Walk where Jesus walked 



 

 
 

 

 

 
 

NOT INCLUDED IN THE PRICE:  Recommended tips of $9 pp per day, 
personal expenses and travel insurance of $174 Passports 
and Visas: Your passport must be valid at least until September 
17, 2021 American citizens do not need a visa to travel to Israel, 
other nationalities please check with us. Single room supple-
ment is $630 mandatory for the participant that does not have a 
roommate. Aviatours and your leader will try their best to find a 
roommate, but if we are unable to find one for you 45 days before 
departure, you will need to pay the single supplement.  


