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In Word — Thanksgiving
This week marked Thanksgiving, a national holiday that is entirely religious in origin and purpose, despite secular protestations.
We’ve probably all heard the fanciful tales of the “First Thanksgiving,” in which the Pilgrims were starving until Squanto and
his buddies brought over some maize (corn), turkey, and side
dishes, after which they watched Ye Olde Detroit Lions lose to
the New England Patriots—or at least some variation thereof.
The truth about our nation’s first Thanksgiving is more complex, but the focus was always about thanking God for his providence, even in the midst of adversity.
It’s easy for us to thank God for wonderful things that happen to
us. We see sports stars and celebrities thanking God for victories or awards (and it’s great when they do that), but we never
hear about an athlete thanking God for a torn meniscus in the
second quarter, or an actor for being passed over for an academy
award.
Paul, in his Letter to the Philippians, shows us a different perspective in which that idea of thankfulness, even during rough
times, should be common for us.
Rejoice in the Lord always; again I say, rejoice. 5 Let
your gentleness be made known to all people. The
Lord is near. 6 Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let
your requests be made known to God. 7 And the peace
of God that surpasses all understanding will guard
your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. — Philippians 4:4–7 (LEB)
One thing we need to remember when reading this letter is that
Paul wrote it while in a Roman prison. Imagine you’re in the
Yuma jail awaiting trial because you don’t have bail money, and
you match the description of a fugitive. You haven’t done anything wrong, but you’re in jail anyway. Would you be rejoicing? Probably not, but that’s exactly what Paul tells us to do.
Friedrich Nietzsche had said, “That which does not kill us
makes us stronger.” The trials and tribulations in our lives can
strengthen our faith, or they can destroy it if we allow ourselves
to lose hope.
Being a Christian doesn’t protect us against life’s hardships; it
enables us to endure them. We will definitely have hardships as
Christians—that’s promised to us. “Pick up your cross and follow me” is not a description of lifelong ease.
The Thanksgiving we offered this past Thursday was for every-

thing God has allowed for us, and to us. Paul’s statement regarding thankfulness includes an admonition
against worrying. Anxiety is worry. If you are anxious about something, you’re worrying. Changing the
name doesn’t change the behavior. Worrying doesn’t
change anything, but prayer does—most importantly,
it changes us. That’s why Jesus and Paul tell us to
pray instead of worrying. By the way, doing what Jesus specifically tells us not to do is sin. There’s no
exemption for parents about their children, or pending medical procedures, or term papers.
An attitude of thankfulness, however, carries over
into all other aspects of our lives and personality.
Thankful people are more enjoyable to be around.
Curmudgeonry isn’t a spiritual gift, and people who
complain a lot would hardly be described as
“thankful.” Thankfulness yields a pleasant disposition.
We will go through the difficulties in our lives regardless of our attitude toward them. Our opinion of
events does nothing to alter them. We can be dejected
or rejoice. Paul tells us to choose the latter, because
God’s grace will see us through the difficult times.
He will never forsake us.
For that we should be thankful
Your Brother in Christ,
Fr. Austin

Readings for the Last Sunday
After Pentecost
Isaiah 2:1-5 Psalm 122
Romans 13:11-14
Matthew 24:36-44

Those Who Serve
Greeter – Katy Mize
Ushers – Dave Wayman & Jim Slater
Lessons – Dorothy Warner
Prayers – Maureen Light
Chalice – Bill Ramsey & Jo Towner
Counters – Jo Towner & Motty Durham
Altar Guild – Jennifer Kircher & Sherri Wayman
Noisy Offering Recipient – CTR Altar Guild
Coffee Hour—Ann Traverso

November 24 , 2019
Attendance: 75
Weekly Offering Received: $2,157.00

CTR Prayer Project
Matthew 7:21 - Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord,
Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only he
who does the will of my Father who is in heaven.
As a Bible study leader, I am grateful for Christian
mentors who help me understand various concepts
or topics in the Word of God. I usually agree with
their conclusions, but last week I found myself disagreeing. One of my mentors said that if I’m sinning, I
have no right to call God “Lord”, because it carries
with it the meaning of “Master”, and when I’m disobeying, I am not treating Him as my Master.

Like Paul, I know there are times when I do what I
don’t want to do and other times when I don’t do
what I want to do. As I see it, Jesus is and always has
been perfect, and even though I am now living in and
through Him, I am not yet perfect. When the Holy
Spirit came to live in me, the process of sanctification
began, but it’s a lifelong process, and even though
God sees me as washed clean by the blood of Jesus,
He didn’t take away my free will, so I sometimes find
myself (with my old nature rearing its ugly head) taking the wrong path. I still want and need my Master. I
call out to Him for help in times like these. I’m like a
lamb in the Shepherd’s flock. I recognize His voice
and I usually stay close to Him and follow Him. But
every so often, the grass appears greener on that distant knoll, so I wander off and end up lying on my
back with all four feet in the air; I can’t get up. So, I
bleat, hoping my Lord and Master will hear my call
and come rescue me.
It’s a dangerous predicament, because the enemy
can also hear my cries, and I have to hope Jesus
comes before the enemy destroys me. When I call on
my Lord in the midst of my rebellion, I believe it
acknowledges my need for God and my desire for
Him to take back control of my life. I call on my Lord
to keep teaching me so I will eventually get it right.
While in rebellion, I ask my Lord to keep on being my
loving Father, with arms outstretched to welcome His
prodigal home.
As we enter the season of Advent, we once again
await the coming of our Lord, and we re-focus on our
need for a Savior. Thank You, Lord, for forgiving us
each and every time we repent. Keep coming, Lord.

Praying in One Accord - When we find ourselves sinning, even though we don’t want to, we are in one
accord with believers throughout the world, calling
on the Lord for help.
Accord Prayer - Lord and Master, when You took our
sins to the Cross, You included even the ones we’ve
yet to commit; let us call out to You for help, even
when we fail to treat You with the respect You so
richly deserve. In Your Name we pray. Amen.
Prayer of Thanksgiving - Forgiving Father, thank You
for never abandoning us, even when we ignore Your
authority and wander into unsafe territory; thank
You for meeting our need for a Savior again and
again. Amen.

Christmas Offering

Poinsettia Envelopes are available
at the Greeters table. Please take
one and put in an offering to help
the Altar Guild provide poinsettias
for the church at Christmas. Thanks!
New Life Ministries
A special request for these
needed items!
• Diapers, sizes 4, 5 and 6! Almost
out of size 4!
• Similac Formula—small size.
They are also in need of all types of pantry supplies.
Tuesday Bible Study
For the month of December, the regular Tuesday
morning Starbucks Bible Study, will meet at the
Church Office: 1300 S. 5th Avenue. We will be
watching some interesting films.
Women's Fellowship Luncheon
We will be meeting on Friday, December 6 at EAT
Asian Buffet. Please join us.

CTR’s Prayers & Squares Quilt Ministry is celebrating
1,000 + quilts to date, given to those in special need!
There will be cake to celebrate this awesome
achievement! Congratulations ladies! Your hard work
is both beautiful and heartfelt!

Heads Up! Our church
pictorial directory is in
the works! Randy Smith
will be taking photos—
be sure to have one taken of you and your family.
Don’t be left out!

Dec. 1  Advent Begins
Greeter Table Announcements
Coffee Hour Volunteers & Greeters Needed!
Coffee Hour Hosts needed for Dec 15th , 22nd &
29th. Thanks to those who have signed up so far!!
Note for Coffee Hour
Unless the Coffee Hour Host asks, please do not
bring, or use any food already on hand—with exception of Pot Luck Sunday

Annual Sock Drive for Crossroads Mission. Socks
needed for men, women and children.

Dec. 8  St. Nicholas Day
Mark the date and bring your children! Photos will be
taken! Treats for the children!
More information: Motty Durham

Back to the Desert Retreat #6
Feb. 21—23, 2020
Registration forms are available in the entry way.

14th Annual

Friday, December 6th, 10 am – 5 pm
Saturday, December 7th, 9 am – 3 pm
First United Methodist Church
298 W. 3rd Street (3rd St. and 3rd Ave.) Yuma
Enjoy a beautiful display of Yuma’s largest collection (over 300) of unique nativity sets and crèches
from around the world.
Jewelry, holiday crafts and unusual gift items from
our boutique will be available for purchase during
the event!
Homemade soup, sandwiches and baked goods
will also be available for purchase during the
event.
The admission for this special Journey is a nonperishable food item or $1.00 per person with all
proceeds go to the Yuma Community Food Bank.
Bring the whole family! Eat lunch! Shop for Christmas while you’re here!

I am a Christian by the grace of God and my faith in
Christ. Christ's presence is within me, offering me
the power needed for each challenge I face. As a
Christian, I will seek to be Christ-like in all my actions. I will keep behaving, loving, and serving God
and others. When I fail, I will ask forgiveness and
begin again.

A little more kindness,
A little less creed,
A little more giving,
A little less greed,
A little more smile,
A little less frown,
A little less kicking
A man when he's down,
A little more "we",
A little less "I",
A little more laugh,
A little less cry,
A little more flowers
On the pathway of life,
And fewer on graves
At the end of the strife.
~ Anonymous

ord, we ask you to
comfort and sustain
all who in this transitory life are in sickness, or any
other adversity. Open the
hearts to know your love and feel your presence.

It's calendar time!
Get your church calendar while they last! Keep track of
feast days, biblically significant dates, and the church
seasons!
Proceeds go to the Altar Guild for a new Paschal candle
and stand. Calendars are $5 each.

We pray for Abbie Bundy, Alfredo & Lilian Campa,
Betty (Bo Peep) Penny, Donna, Kate Campa, Zoe
Hawk, Rob, Madelyn, Nancy Meek Nora Gambling,
Mark Greer, Dcn. Linda, Bob Engelhardt, Scotty
Haskell, David Wayman, Christian Stanley, Chuck Scott

ANGLICAN
CHURCH

If you would like to submit prayer requests for this newsletter or if you have any updates, please contact the
church office at 928-343-9551, or ctryuma@gmail.com
PRAYERS FOR THE DEANERY OF ARIZONA
The Rev. Dr. Ernest and Lalitha Victor, The Anglican
Campus Fellowship, Arizona State University.
The Rev. Peter Smith and Kristie Smith, with their children Cohen, Hannah and Ezra, Living Faith Anglican
Church, Tempe
Deacon Matt Allen and Tina Allen, with Tina, Brigid and
Aiden, Living Faith Anglican Church, Tempe

Sunday, December 1
9 a.m. Rector’s Forum
10 a.m. Worship Service
1 p.m. Pastoral Visitation–Yuma Rehab Hospital

Eleanor Lee

12/3

Ann Traverso

12/3

Desi Foster

12/18

Jennifer Kircher

12/19

Frank Robles

12/28

Wednesday, December 4
5:30 p.m. Eucharist Service

Mickey Greenlund

12/29

Friday, December 6
11:00 a.m. Women's Fellowship Luncheon

Tuesday, December 3
6:30 a.m. Bible Study

at the Church Office

Sunday, December 8
9 a.m. Rector’s Forum
10 a.m. Worship Service
1 p.m. Pastoral Visitation–Yuma Rehab Hospital

Christ the Redeemer
December 2019
Sun.
1

Mon.
2

9 a.m.
Rector’s Forum
10 a.m.
Holy Eucharist

8

9

Office Closed

16

9 a.m.
Rector’s Forum

Office Closed

10 a.m.
Holy Eucharist
POT LUCK!

22

23

9 a.m.
Rector’s Forum
10 a.m.
Holy Eucharist

29
9 a.m.
Rector’s Forum
10 a.m.
Holy Eucharist

Wed.

3

4

6:30 a.m. Bible
Study @ CHURCH
OFFICE

5:30 p.m.
Eucharist Service

10

11

6:30 a.m. Bible
Study @ CHURCH
OFFICE

5:30 p.m.
Eucharist Service

17

18

6:30 a.m. Bible
Study @ CHURCH
OFFICE

5:30 p.m.
Eucharist Service

24

25

Thu.
5

Office Closed

30

Fri.
6

Sat.
7

9:a.m.
Prayers &
Squares
11:a.m.
Women's
Fellowship Lunch

Office Closed

9 a.m.
Rector’s Forum
10 a.m.
Holy Eucharist

15

Tue.

12

13

14

9:a.m.
Prayers &
Squares

19

20

21

9:a.m.
Prayers &
Squares

26

6:30 a.m. Bible
Study @ CHURCH
OFFICE
7:00 P.M
CHRISTMAS EVE
SERVICE

31
Office Closed

Notes
 For the month of December, Tuesday’s Bible Study will be held in the Church Office.
Women’s Fellowship Luncheon is held at EAT Asian Buffet
Both Sunday and Wednesday Eucharist Services are held in the church sanctuary.
Parish Council is also held at the church.
Prayers & Squares meets at the Church Office

27
9:a.m.
Prayers &
Squares

28

FATHER AUSTIN MANSFIELD
Invites you on a pilgrimage to

ISRAEL – land of the bible
March 8 – 17, 2021
Day 1: Departure from USA, overnight flight including dinner, breakfast and in-flight entertainment.
Day 2: Tel Aviv / Tiberias. Arrival at Ben Gurion Airport. We are met, assisted and escorted to our hotel by
aviatours staff. We meet for dinner. (If you arrive early in the day, we will add sites on the way to the hotel).
Day 3: Cana / Nazareth / Caesrea / Tiberias. After breakfast we drive towards Cana (John 21:2) where the
first miracle of Jesus took place, and then to Nazareth (Matt 2:23) to visit the place where he lived as a young
boy and visit a typical house of his time. Drive to Caesarea (Acts 10:1ff), the port-city built by King Herod.
Apostle Paul was put in prison here until he was expelled to Rome. We continue to the Baptism site at the Jordan River, where those who wish, may renew their Baptism in this unique place. We reach Tiberias (John 6:1;
21:1) for dinner.
Day 4: Capernaum/ Tabgha / Mt. of Beatitudes / Magdala / Mt. Tabor. After breakfast, we descend and
take a boat ride on the Sea of Galilee. In the middle of the sea we shut the engines and read the moving scriptures: Matthew 14:2627. We reach Capernaum (Luke 4:31) to visit the ruins of an ancient synagogue and the
Byzantine chapel at the site of Peter's House. We then continue to Tabgha (Matt 14:17, 19), the site of the
Multiplication of the Loaves and the Fish, Mount of Beatitudes (Matt 5-7) and Magdala - home of Mary Magdalene. We will ascend to Mt.Tabor– the site of the transfiguration of Jesus (Matt. 17:1-8). Return to our hotel
for dinner and overnight stay.
Day 5: Jerusalem – The Old City. Today we head south through the Jordan Valley to reach Jerusalem. Our
first stop will be the Mount of Olives (Mark 13:3) with a panoramic view of both the "old" and "new" Jerusalem. We follow the path down the Palm Sunday road to the Garden of Gethsemane (Matt 26:36) and the nearby Church of All Nations. We then take a short drive through the Kidron Valley to reach Absalom and Zachariah's Tomb. Continue to Mount Zion (King David's tomb) and the Upper Room (John 13:1ff), site of the Last
Supper. Nearby is the house of Caiaphas. We reach our hotel for dinner and overnight
Day 6: Qumran / Dead Sea/ Masada/ Jerusalem. We drive south to the Dead Sea through Masada, the palace-fort built by King Herod. Here, in 73 A.D., 960 Jewish zealots committed suicide rather than surrender to
the Romans. The plateau is reached via a cable car ride with a spectacular view of the plains surrounding it.
We’ll also dip in the Dead Sea – rich with minerals, God’s gift to your skin. Dinner and overnight in Jerusalem.
Day 7: Jerusalem. After breakfast we visit the modern city of Jerusalem, the famous Menorah near the Israeli
Parliament (Knesset), the YadVa Shem Museum (the Holocaust Museum). Afternoon visit to the little town of
Ein Karem, the town of Elizabeth and St John the Baptist (Luke 1:5) Our day ends with dinner and overnight
in our hotel in Jerusalem.
Continued . . .

Day 8: The Way of the Cross / Bethlehem. We start the day with a visit to the Wailing Wall (the Western
Wall) - the last remains of the Temple built by King Herod and the Rabbi’s Tunnel which exposes to you the
unique size of the Wailing Wall. We then walk along the Via Dolorosa “The Way of the Cross” with its 14 stations, ending in the Church of the Holy Sepulcher (Matthew 27:11-31). Next we then travel to the "little town
of Bethlehem (Matt 2:1ff) and its' Church of the Nativity and Milk Grotto. Dinner and overnight in Jerusalem.
Day 9: Jerusalem: For You! A day at leisure for your own independent explorations and activities, or additional optional sightseeing. Our day ends with a farewell dinner and overnight in Jerusalem. (If your flight departs at midnight, you will be transferred to the airport after dinner).
Day 10: Flight Back Home! Transfer to the airport. Arrival home in the U.S.A. on the same day. Welcome
back. You have just returned from a lifetime experience.
THE PRICE INCLUDES: flights from Yuma • 4 Star hotels • Two people in each room • Detailed in the program excursions with an English Guide • Luxury coach • Luggage handling • Breakfast and dinner daily •
Tickets to the historical places of religious interest that are included in the program • Transports to and from
the airport in Israel • The total price of the pilgrimage is based on a group of no less than 15 people.
NOT INCLUDED IN THE PRICE: Single room supplement, Traveler’s insurance of $174, Tips of $9 per
person, per day, bottled, beverages, personal expenses and lunches.
Estimated price: $ 3937 (Includes taxes of $539 known) Deposit for registration $275 (without insurance)
or $449 (with travel insurance) Paid by check or Money Order. Insurance is an additional $174.
REGISTER TODAY AND RESERVE YOUR SPACE!
If you wish to register, please contact:
FATHER AUSTIN MANSFIELD TEL: 928-247-4001
Fill out the form and send with your deposit and passport copy TODAY!

Final price will be known at the end of April 2020. If the price is higher than the estimated,
you will have 30 days from the date the final flyer has been published
to cancel your reservation without penalties and receive a full refund.

Don’t miss this chance of a lifetime!

Walk where Jesus walked

NOT INCLUDED IN THE PRICE: Recommended tips of $9 pp per day,
personal expenses and travel insurance of $174 Passports
and Visas: Your passport must be valid at least until September
17, 2021 American citizens do not need a visa to travel to Israel,
other nationalities please check with us. Single room supplement is $630 mandatory for the participant that does not have a
roommate. Aviatours and your leader will try their best to find a
roommate, but if we are unable to find one for you 45 days before
departure, you will need to pay the single supplement.

