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In Other Words — Reckless Discipleship
Being reckless is usually a bad thing; but not all behavior that
seems reckless really is.
Careless, hasty, irresponsible—all are synonyms for the impulsive behavior we describe as reckless. When that behavior puts
other people in danger, we criminalize it as reckless endangerment. When it affects only the person involved, we think of it as
just foolhardy.
I was reading about Jesus walking on the sea during a storm and
noticed something that I think we often misinterpret. When Matthew describes Peter trying to do it also, we tend to think that
Peter is being reckless. After all, Jesus is God, and Peter is just
an impetuous human being, usually saying or doing the wrong
thing and needing a lot of remedial work in understanding what
Jesus is teaching. A deeper search, however, shows that Peter is
just being a really good disciple here. Our culture and language
filter our understanding.
First is the cultural idea of discipleship. We in the west tend to
think of discipleship as mere studenthood (a word I just made
up but seems apt nonetheless). A disciple’s goal in our perspective is to learn as much as possible from the teacher. In biblical
times and culture, a disciple’s goal was to become his rabbi, or
as close a facsimile as possible.
Learning was only part of the talmudim’s (disciples’) process.
Their behavior was expected to change to reflect that of their
rabbi.
With that in mind, Peter steps out of the boat, following the example of his rabbi. There is no “Hey, guys. Watch this!” implied in the text. His focus is on coming to Jesus, after Jesus uses a term implying his divine authority.
That’s the language part that we miss. The Greek words used
are ego eimi. Ego means “I,” and eimi is the verb “to be” in first
person singular (I am). Eimi by itself is an accurate way to write
“I am.” Ego eimi is an emphatic statement, like “I, I am!” In the
walking on water passages, our English Bibles tend to have
Jesus saying “It is I,” or “I am he,” such as we see here:
But immediately Jesus spoke to them, saying, “Have
courage, I am he! Do not be afraid!” — Matthew 14:27
(LEB)
And:
… But immediately he spoke to them and said, “Take
heart; it is I. Do not be afraid.” — Mark 6:50 (ESV)

They’re not wrong. Jesus is indeed telling his disciples that they’re not seeing a ghost, and that it’s really
him walking on the water. But it seems Matthew and
Mark were adding a nuance to the statement that we
miss in English. By using ego eimi, they give the
reader (or hearer) a direct link to Yahweh himself.
When Yahweh is directing Moses to go to Pharaoh
and demand the release of the Hebrew slaves in Exodus 3, Moses asks for a name to tell them when the
Israelites ask who sent him. The famous response we
read in English is “I am who I am,” which in the
Greek translation of the Old Testament (Septuagint)
is “Ego eimi…”
When Mark describes Jesus’ trial before the High
Priest Caiaphas, Jesus’ response so enrages Caiaphas
that he tears his clothes and screams, “Blasphemy!”
But he was silent and did not reply anything.
Again the high priest asked him and said to
him, “Are you the Christ, the Son of the
Blessed One?” 62 And Jesus said, “I am,
and you will see the Son of Man sitting at
the right hand of the Power and coming with
the clouds of heaven.” 63 And the high priest
tore his clothes and said, “What further
need do we have of witnesses? 64 You have
heard the blasphemy! What do you think?”
And they all condemned him as deserving
death. — Mark 14:61–64 (LEB)
Jesus, when asked if he is the Messiah, tells the religious leaders assembled at his trial: “Ego Eimi.” Not
“yes,” or “sure looks that way,” but I AM! And to
ensure no one misunderstands the link he’s making,
he adds a reference to the prophecy in Daniel 7 about
the Son of Man arriving with the clouds of Heaven to
rule over the entire world.:
13
“I saw in the night visions, and behold,
with the clouds of heaven there came one
like a son of man, and he came to the Ancient of Days and was presented before
him. 14 And to him was given dominion and
glory and a kingdom, that all peoples, nations, and languages should serve him; his
dominion is an everlasting dominion, which
shall not pass away, and his kingdom one
that shall not be destroyed.
— Daniel 7:13–14 (ESV)
It seems Caiaphas understood the implication there,
but rejected it.
In John’s Gospel, when Jesus chastises the Pharisees
for yet again misunderstanding God’s will, he declares his divinity and timelessness, which results in
them trying to stone him.

Abraham your father rejoiced that he would
see my day, and he saw it and was glad.” 57 So
the Jews said to him, “You are not yet fifty
years old, and have you seen Abraham?” 58
Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly I say to you,
before Abraham was, I am!” 59 Then they
picked up stones in order to throw them at
him. But Jesus was hidden and went out of the
temple courts. — John 8:56–59 (LEB)
So, when a terrified Peter and the other disciples see
Jesus walking along the top of the sea, we need to remember that four of these guys are seasoned sailors
who have been fishing in rough weather plenty of
times. It takes a lot to terrify real sailors at sea. But
Peter and the others are, in fact, terrified. They call
out to Jesus and he tells them they’re not seeing a
ghost, it’s really him, but also reminds them by saying
ego eimi, that he has total authority over everything,
even storms at sea, through the Ancient of Days
(Yahweh) as the Son of Man (as they’ve heard him
describe himself many times).
Peter becomes the ultimate disciple at that moment,
trusting his rabbi and God, and stepping out in faith to
emulate the behavior of Jesus. That’s what disciples
do. It may seem reckless to others, but it is really a
full reliance on the great I am to guide and guard us
through the difficult storms in our own lives. Jesus
doesn’t promise there will be no storms—actually he
promises there will be many, and brutal—but he will
lead us through them, not just to them.
Reckless discipleship is really another name for true
faith. True faith let Peter walk on water; he didn’t fall
until after his faith did. Jesus calls each of us to come
to him—to walk on the water during our own storms.
As Jon Ortberg wrote in the title of one of his books,
“If you want to walk on water, you’ve got to get out
of the boat.”
Advent is about stepping out of the boat, trusting that
Jesus through his righteous and sinless life, sacrificial
death, and resurrection has the power and authority of
the great I am to rescue us from death and give us
eternal life. That’s the miracle of Christmas.
Now go be reckless.
Your Brother in Christ,
Fr. Austin

Readings for the Second Sunday
Of Advent
Isaiah 11:1-10 Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19
Romans 15:4-13
Matthew 3:1-12

Those Who Serve
Greeter – Cecelia Young
Ushers – Jim Slater & Don Houston
Lessons – Frank Durham
Prayers – Mary Sue Houston
Chalice – Katy Mize & Sherri Wayman
Counters – Mary Sue Houston & Sherri Wayman
Altar Guild – Mary Sue Houston
Noisy Offering Recipient – Hospice of Yuma
Coffee Hour – Patty Morris & Lisa Reel

December 1, 2019
Attendance: 62
Weekly Offering Received: $3,914.00

CTR Prayer Project
Matthew 24:30 - At that time, the sign of the Son
of Man will appear in the sky, and all the nations
of the earth will mourn. They will see the Son of
Man coming on the clouds of the sky, with power
and great glory.
If you ask anyone right now who is coming in a few
weeks, I’d be willing to bet they’ll answer, “Santa!”
But you and I have a slightly different perspective,
don’t we?
While decorations, sugarplums, and long lists of
toys occupy the thoughts and hearts of many
young children this time of year, the spiritually mature are focused on the Season of Advent. We
know the first Coming has already occurred, that
we’re promised a Second Coming, and that the
Second Coming is likely to be much more noticeable than the first. Oh, yes, there’s something delightfully sweet and sentimental about that manger, the angels heralding an infant’s birth, and an
amazingly bright star overhead; even unbelievers
get caught up in that annual celebration. But we
know the arrival of the glorified Christ, the King of
kings, the Prince of Peace, the long-awaited Bridegroom is bound to be frightening for not only unbelievers, but many believers who haven’t been
really believing.
It won’t just be a bright star that’s visible in our desert sky, but the Second Coming will be observed,

all at the same time by the entire world, no matter
where people happen to be. Many will be frightened by the appearance of someone they could
have sworn doesn’t exist. Many have never read
about the King of kings, the Prince of Peace, or
the Bridegroom, and won’t know what it all
means. But for those of us who do know Him and
are patiently waiting for our Lord’s return, it will
be prophecy fulfilled, an answer to prayer, and a
“gathering of the elect”.
In the meantime, we hold off singing those Christmas carols. We wait a bit longer to put up our
Christmas tree. There is no baby in the manger of
our creches. And all our Christmas cards contain
newsy notes, because we have Christian family we
want to stay in touch with all over the world. Why
do we still set aside time every day to read God’s
Word, ponder an Advent Devotion and reflect on
it, when we could be out shopping or sharing photos on Facebook? It’s because we not only know
about the reason for the season; we know Him
personally!
Christmas is not a day; it’s not a gift exchange or
party; it’s not even a family gathering or meal. It’s
God’s greatest gift to us; it’s Him reaching out to
us to draw us into greater intimacy with Him. It’s a
relationship that began in God’s loving heart before the Creation of man; it was enabled when
that babe made His first appearance in Bethlehem
long ago; and it will culminate with Him setting up
His Kingdom and His reign, not only in our hearts,
but physically throughout the world. It’s a relationship that grows deeper and stronger the more we
focus on Him, instead of focusing on what the
world has to offer. And it’s a relationship that
grows each time we encourage someone to believe---to wait with us and share in the unfathomable joy God has in store for us. Come, Lord Jesus,
come!
Praying in One Accord - At Christ’s Second Coming, we will either be in accord with Him, or wish
we were.
Accord Prayer - Lord Christ, we know Your Second
Coming will strike terror in the hearts of many;
please help us persevere in our faith and be counted among the elect when You appear in Your glory. In Your Name we pray. Amen.
Prayer of Thanksgiving - Father, thank You for giving Your Gospel writers a glimpse of what the Second Coming will be like; thank You for helping us
prepare for that day by walking in Your Spirit.
Amen.

Greeter Table Announcements
Christmas Offering
Poinsettia Envelopes are available
at the Greeters table. Please take
one and put in an offering to help
the Altar Guild provide poinsettias
for the church at Christmas. Thanks!
New Life Ministries
New Life sends a
big thank you to all
who donated diapers last Sunday! They were just
thrilled, and so many Moms will be helped!

Update: We will be collecting funds for a Christmas Dinner for New Life. A basket will be on the
Greeter’s Table for you prayerful donations. We
hope to sponsor three families like we did for
Thanksgiving! And . . . speaking of that —
Thanks to your generosity, three families had a
much more festive Thanksgiving than they otherwise would have. We raised $146 which was used to
buy turkeys, mashed potatoes, stuffing, sweet potatoes, vegetable sides, gravy, dinner rolls, and a couple pies for desert. We helped two small families
and one fairly large one. The Parkers are a single
parent with two children between 3 and 17 years
old; the Spencer’s are a mom and dad with one child
under 3; and the Rodrigueze’s are four adults with
two children between 3 and 17, and one under 3.
You brought comfort through Christlike compassion
to some folks who really needed a blessing this
Thanksgiving. Being able to bless others brings an
indescribable joy that feeds our own spirit through
God’s grace. May our Lord Jesus Christ continue to
bless you and strengthen your light in this darkened
world.
Thank you for your support.
Grace and Peace,
May God Bless You
Fr. Austin

Tuesday Bible Study
For the month of December, the
regular Tuesday morning Starbucks Bible
Study, will meet at the Church Office: 1300 S. 5th
Avenue. We will be watching some interesting
films.

Dec. 8  St. Nicholas Day
Remember to join in the JOY this Sunday, as Saint Nicholas will attend Christ
the Redeemer. He played an important
role in the Anglican Church. He was present at the Council of Nicaea when our
Nicene Creed was written. He is the Patron Saint
and Protector of Children and Sailors.
Saint Nicholas will have treats for
the children and photos can be
made by you or a professional
photographer. See you at the
10:00 Service!
We will also continue to collect
socks for men, women and children at the Crossroads Mission.
Thank you to those who donated
last week and helped fill the manger. Thank you to Connie Whitener
for your help.

CTR will be adopting a
few children to bless
with Christmas Gifts.
We will update you with their wish lists and sizes
soon!

Heads Up! Our
church pictorial directory is in the
works! Randy
Smith will be taking photos—be sure to have one taken of you and
your family. Don’t be left out!

Do you know any CTR
Members, or Shut-Ins
who would like to receive a Christmas
Card from our members? If you do, please give Karen Packard their name and address!

ord, we ask you to
comfort and sustain
all who in this transitory life are in sickness, or any
other adversity. Open the
hearts to know your love and feel your presence.

It's calendar time!
Get your church calendar while they last! Keep track of
feast days, biblically significant dates, and the church
seasons!
Proceeds go to the Altar Guild for a new Paschal candle
and stand. Calendars are $5 each.

We pray for Abbie Bundy, Alfredo & Lilian Campa,
Betty (Bo Peep) Penny, Donna, Kate Campa, Zoe
Hawk, Rob, Madelyn, Nancy Meek Nora Gambling,
Mark Greer, Dcn. Linda, Bob Engelhardt, Scotty
Haskell, David Wayman, Christian Stanley, Chuck Scott,
Scotty Mac Stubblefield

ANGLICAN
CHURCH

If you would like to submit prayer requests for this newsletter or if you have any updates, please contact the
church office at 928-343-9551, or ctryuma@gmail.com
PRAYERS FOR THE DEANERY OF ARIZONA

The Rev. Dr. Earle Fox, Good Shepherd, Mesa
The Rev. Leo and Sylvia Laney, Living Faith, Tempe

Eleanor Lee

12/3

Ann Traverso

12/3

Desi Foster

12/18

Jennifer Kircher

12/19

Frank Robles

12/28

Sunday, December 8
9 a.m. Rector’s Forum
10 a.m. Worship Service
1 p.m. Pastoral Visitation–Yuma Rehab Hospital

Mickey Greenlund

12/29

Tuesday, December 10
6:30 a.m. Bible Study

at the Church Office

Wednesday, December 11
5:30 p.m. Eucharist Service

From the Office . . .
Now accepting any and all donations of
white copy paper! Drop off a ream or two!

Sunday, December 15
9 a.m. Rector’s Forum
10 a.m. Worship Service

Sunday

1 p.m. Pastoral Visitation–Yuma Rehab Hospital

Christ the Redeemer
December 2019
Sun.
1

Mon.
2

9 a.m.
Rector’s Forum

10 a.m.
Holy Eucharist

8

9

Office Closed

16

9 a.m.
Rector’s Forum

Office Closed

10 a.m.
Holy Eucharist
POT LUCK!

22

23

9 a.m.
Rector’s Forum
10 a.m.
Holy Eucharist

29
9 a.m.
Rector’s Forum
10 a.m.
Holy Eucharist

Wed.

3

4

6:30 a.m. Bible
Study @ CHURCH
OFFICE

5:30 p.m.
Eucharist Service

10

11

6:30 a.m. Bible
Study @ CHURCH
OFFICE

5:30 p.m.
Eucharist Service

17

18

6:30 a.m. Bible
Study @ CHURCH
OFFICE

5:30 p.m.
Eucharist Service

24

25

Thu.
5

Office Closed

30

Fri.
6

Sat.
7

9:a.m.
Prayers &
Squares
11:a.m.
Women's
Fellowship Lunch

Office Closed

9 a.m.
Rector’s Forum
10 a.m.
Holy Eucharist

15

Tue.

12

13

14

9:a.m.
Prayers &
Squares

19

20

21

9:a.m.
Prayers &
Squares

26

6:30 a.m. Bible
Study @ CHURCH
OFFICE
7:00 P.M
CHRISTMAS EVE
SERVICE

31
Office Closed

Notes
 For the month of December, Tuesday’s Bible Study will be held in the Church Office.
Women’s Fellowship Luncheon is held at EAT Asian Buffet
Both Sunday and Wednesday Eucharist Services are held in the church sanctuary.
Parish Council is also held at the church.
Prayers & Squares meets at the Church Office

27
9:a.m.
Prayers &
Squares

28

FATHER AUSTIN MANSFIELD
Invites you on a pilgrimage to

ISRAEL – land of the bible
March 8 – 17, 2021
Day 1: Departure from USA, overnight flight including dinner, breakfast and in-flight entertainment.
Day 2: Tel Aviv / Tiberias. Arrival at Ben Gurion Airport. We are met, assisted and escorted to our hotel by
aviatours staff. We meet for dinner. (If you arrive early in the day, we will add sites on the way to the hotel).
Day 3: Cana / Nazareth / Caesrea / Tiberias. After breakfast we drive towards Cana (John 21:2) where the
first miracle of Jesus took place, and then to Nazareth (Matt 2:23) to visit the place where he lived as a young
boy and visit a typical house of his time. Drive to Caesarea (Acts 10:1ff), the port-city built by King Herod.
Apostle Paul was put in prison here until he was expelled to Rome. We continue to the Baptism site at the Jordan River, where those who wish, may renew their Baptism in this unique place. We reach Tiberias (John 6:1;
21:1) for dinner.

Day 4: Capernaum/ Tabgha / Mt. of Beatitudes / Magdala / Mt. Tabor. After breakfast, we descend and
take a boat ride on the Sea of Galilee. In the middle of the sea we shut the engines and read the moving scriptures: Matthew 14:2627. We reach Capernaum (Luke 4:31) to visit the ruins of an ancient synagogue and the
Byzantine chapel at the site of Peter's House. We then continue to Tabgha (Matt 14:17, 19), the site of the
Multiplication of the Loaves and the Fish, Mount of Beatitudes (Matt 5-7) and Magdala - home of Mary Magdalene. We will ascend to Mt.Tabor– the site of the transfiguration of Jesus (Matt. 17:1-8). Return to our hotel
for dinner and overnight stay.
Day 5: Jerusalem – The Old City. Today we head south through the Jordan Valley to reach Jerusalem. Our
first stop will be the Mount of Olives (Mark 13:3) with a panoramic view of both the "old" and "new" Jerusalem. We follow the path down the Palm Sunday road to the Garden of Gethsemane (Matt 26:36) and the nearby Church of All Nations. We then take a short drive through the Kidron Valley to reach Absalom and Zachariah's Tomb. Continue to Mount Zion (King David's tomb) and the Upper Room (John 13:1ff), site of the Last
Supper. Nearby is the house of Caiaphas. We reach our hotel for dinner and overnight
Day 6: Qumran / Dead Sea/ Masada/ Jerusalem. We drive south to the Dead Sea through Masada, the palace-fort built by King Herod. Here, in 73 A.D., 960 Jewish zealots committed suicide rather than surrender to
the Romans. The plateau is reached via a cable car ride with a spectacular view of the plains surrounding it.
We’ll also dip in the Dead Sea – rich with minerals, God’s gift to your skin. Dinner and overnight in Jerusalem.
Day 7: Jerusalem. After breakfast we visit the modern city of Jerusalem, the famous Menorah near the Israeli
Parliament (Knesset), the YadVa Shem Museum (the Holocaust Museum). Afternoon visit to the little town of
Ein Karem, the town of Elizabeth and St John the Baptist (Luke 1:5) Our day ends with dinner and overnight
in our hotel in Jerusalem.
Continued . . .

Day 8: The Way of the Cross / Bethlehem. We start the day with a visit to the Wailing Wall (the Western
Wall) - the last remains of the Temple built by King Herod and the Rabbi’s Tunnel which exposes to you the
unique size of the Wailing Wall. We then walk along the Via Dolorosa “The Way of the Cross” with its 14 stations, ending in the Church of the Holy Sepulcher (Matthew 27:11-31). Next we then travel to the "little town
of Bethlehem (Matt 2:1ff) and its' Church of the Nativity and Milk Grotto. Dinner and overnight in Jerusalem.
Day 9: Jerusalem: For You! A day at leisure for your own independent explorations and activities, or additional optional sightseeing. Our day ends with a farewell dinner and overnight in Jerusalem. (If your flight departs at midnight, you will be transferred to the airport after dinner).
Day 10: Flight Back Home! Transfer to the airport. Arrival home in the U.S.A. on the same day. Welcome
back. You have just returned from a lifetime experience.
THE PRICE INCLUDES: flights from Yuma • 4 Star hotels • Two people in each room • Detailed in the program excursions with an English Guide • Luxury coach • Luggage handling • Breakfast and dinner daily •
Tickets to the historical places of religious interest that are included in the program • Transports to and from
the airport in Israel • The total price of the pilgrimage is based on a group of no less than 15 people.
NOT INCLUDED IN THE PRICE: Single room supplement, Traveler’s insurance of $174, Tips of $9 per
person, per day, bottled, beverages, personal expenses and lunches.
Estimated price: $ 3937 (Includes taxes of $539 known) Deposit for registration $275 (without insurance)
or $449 (with travel insurance) Paid by check or Money Order. Insurance is an additional $174.
REGISTER TODAY AND RESERVE YOUR SPACE!
If you wish to register, please contact:
FATHER AUSTIN MANSFIELD TEL: 928-247-4001
Fill out the form and send with your deposit and passport copy TODAY!
Final price will be known at the end of April 2020. If the price is higher than the estimated,
you will have 30 days from the date the final flyer has been published
to cancel your reservation without penalties and receive a full refund.

Don’t miss this chance of a lifetime!

Walk where Jesus walked

NOT INCLUDED IN THE PRICE: Recommended tips of $9 pp per day,
personal expenses and travel insurance of $174 Passports
and Visas: Your passport must be valid at least until September
17, 2021 American citizens do not need a visa to travel to Israel,
other nationalities please check with us. Single room supplement is $630 mandatory for the participant that does not have a
roommate. Aviatours and your leader will try their best to find a
roommate, but if we are unable to find one for you 45 days before
departure, you will need to pay the single supplement.

