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In Words —
Country music artist Toby Keith wrote a song about conversations
with his girlfriend, called “I Wanna Talk About….” In it, he complains that the conversations always focus on her, and in the chorus,
he says:
I wanna talk about me,
wanna talk about I,
wanna talk about number one,
oh my me my
what I think,
what I like,
what I know,
what I want,
what I see …
Unfortunately, his song can also be applied to contemporary Christian
worship.
The Bible describes worship of Yahweh as an intentional effort requiring preparation of self and stuff before entering the tabernacle or
Temple, humbly seeking forgiveness from God Almighty (El Shaddai) for any sins one may have inadvertently committed. Deliberate
disobedience was an extreme and rare situation with dire and permanent consequences. The focus was on God and praising him.
Gatherings in the early Christian Church shifted focus slightly to the
worship service being a celebration of Jesus’ resurrection, with a remembrance of his crucifixion prompting repentance and hope of forgiveness. Still, the focus was on God and the awe-inspiring sacrifice
he made on behalf of sinful humanity.
Early liturgies used psalms as praise songs (from the Greek word,
psalmos, meaning the twanging of a harp, which came from psallein,
to pluck or play a stringed instrument—the Hebrews called them
tehillim). Sometimes other biblical prayers called canticles were sung.
In our readings this Sunday, we see both a psalm (146:4-9) and a canticle offered. The canticle is known as the Magnificat (which is the
first word in the Latin version, meaning magnify).
My soul doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath rejoiced in
God my Savior.
For he hath regarded the lowliness of his handmaiden.
For behold from henceforth all generations shall call me
blessed.
For he that is mighty hath magnified me, and holy is his Name.
And his mercy is on them that fear him throughout all generations.
He hath showed strength with his arm; he hath scattered the
proud in the imagination of their hearts.
He hath put down the mighty from their seat, and hath exalted
the humble and meek.
He hath filled the hungry with good things, and the rich he hath
sent empty away.
He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel, as he
promised to our forefathers, Abraham and his
seed forever.
Continued . . .

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy
Spirit: as it was in the beginning, is now, and will
be forever. Amen.
Notice the perspective Mary shows in this prayer (Luke
1:46-55). She is about to become pregnant and give birth
to God in human form, and her focus is on the awesomeness of God and his justice and mercy. She’s not focused
on how wonderful she feels, or how special she is for God
to have chosen her, or how everyone else should have the
same feeling that she has. Rather, she rejoices in God’s
fulfillment of his promise to Israel.
Around the time of the Reformation, some churches began
to add songs with theological lyrics to the services. These
songs had familiar melodies (often taken directly from
tavern songs), and words that delved deeply into Christian
doctrine and spirituality. Martin Luther wrote a few and
included them in his worship services.
With might of ours can naught be done, soon were
our loss effected;
But for us fights the Valiant One, Whom God Himself elected.
Ask ye, Who is this? Jesus Christ it is. — A Mighty
Fortress Is Our God
Thou grantest pardon through Thy love; thy grace
alone availeth;
Our works could ne’er our guilt remove; yea, e’en
the best life faileth.
— Out of the Depths I Cry to Thee
Over the centuries we have had many beautiful, and theologically robust, hymns added to our service repertoire.
Near the end of the 20th century, however, music instead
of theology became the focus. The recording industry was
interested in sales, not souls, and lyrics became less
“Christian” in the Contemporary Christian Music (CCM)
industry.
Many of the newer songs that were supposedly about God,
could have been love songs to a girlfriend or boyfriend
without changing any of the words. Here’s a verse from
one of the top Christian songs of the past few decades,
Draw Me Close to You (Kelly Carpenter, 1994)
Draw me close to you
Never let me go
I lay it all down again
To hear you say that I’m your friend
You are my desire
No one else will do
’Cause nothing else can take your place
To feel the warmth of your embrace
Help me find the way
Bring me back to you
You’re all I want
You’re all I ever needed…
My needs, my wants … how I feel with your friendship …
the warmth of your embrace…. Jesus is unique, yet nothing in this song is. These lyrics describe how I felt about
every girlfriend that broke up with me when I was a teenager. There are some contemporary songs with powerful
and accurate theology, but they are the exception, not the
trend.
In addition to the lyrics becoming more self-centered, the

very act of singing has expanded from just being a part of
our worship. The term worship itself has been co-opted to
mean “music” only. Many contemporary churches call the
first 20 minutes of their service, in which they’re singing 3
-4 songs, “worship.” The person who would anywhere else
be called a music director is called the “worship leader.”
The emotional experience of the worshipper has replaced
God as the focal point of worship in many Christian communities.
Likewise, with preaching. The Gospel message is offensive
to those who are perishing.
For the message about the cross is foolishness to
those who are perishing, but to us who are being
saved it is the power of God. — 1 Corinthians
1:18 (LEB)
So, in a deliberate effort to not offend newcomers, or lose
church members who don’t feel comfortable hearing about
sin and repentance, many pastors choose to talk about
God’s love and mercy without mentioning his wrath and
justice. Or worse, they use the Gospel as a spiritual selfhelp TED talk.
The building a better you approach is popular, but not biblical. We cannot make ourselves better, only God can; and
God’s idea of better doesn’t always match ours. And the
Name It and Claim It prosperity Gospel is fraudulent and
heretical. The Gospel is not meant to be a holy 401(k) retirement plan. The fact that there are about 2.3 billion
Christians in the world, millions of whom don’t have
floors or indoor plumbing, should be a clue that God
doesn’t promise us material wealth as a reward for our
faith. Those who claim otherwise seem to be profiting
quite well as what the Didache calls Christpeddlers” (12:5).
Here are just a few books currently for sale on Christian
bookshelves pushing the God wants to give you lots of material stuff theology:

•
•
•

Life Without Strife (Joyce Meyers)
Your Best Life Now and It’s Your Time (Joel Osteen)
The Laws of Prosperity (Kenneth Copeland)
Living at the Top: How to Prosper God’s Way and Avoid
the Pitfalls of Success (Jesse Duplantis)
Life will be rough, especially as a Christian. “Whoever
does not carry his own cross and follow me cannot be my
disciple” (Luke 14:27) is hardly an invitation to a life without strife. And the only way this can be your best life now
is if you’re going to Hell. The other two prosperity titles
indicate an entitlement mentality by which God owes us
wealth if we obey him and have enough faith. By their logic, those millions of Christians in Asia and Africa just
don’t have enough faith.
This isn’t just my opinion, Paul declares the same thing to
the Galatians who were being told things that conflicted
with the true message of Jesus.
As we said before, and now I say again, if anyone is
proclaiming a gospel to you contrary to what you
have received, let him be accursed! — Galatians
1:9 (LEB)
In the Magnificat, Mary shows the perspective we all
should have always, but it’s especially important in

Advent. As we prepare to celebrate the birth of our Savior
and Lord, our focus should be on worshipping him, not on
worshipping what he can do for us, and not on how it
makes us feel.
Everything we do as Christians is supposed to be for
God’s glory, not ours. Christmas is about him, not us. Not
our gifts. Not our wish lists. Not our figgy pudding or sugar plums.
The baby in the manger is a gift of compassion, a lastchance offer to a sinful world.
We realize the generosity of grace only when we recognize the seriousness of our sins. We are sinners who need a
savior. The miracle of Christmas brings us that salvation,
unearned and undeserved. But loved anyway.
Praise God!
Your Brother in Christ,
Fr. Austin

Readings for the Third Sunday
Of Advent
Isaiah 35:1-10 Psalm 146:4-9
James 5:7-10
Matthew 11:2-11

Those Who Serve
Greeter – Lisa Reel
Ushers – Sherri & Dave Wayman
Lessons – Bill Ramsey
Prayers – Sherri Wayman
Chalice – Alan Kircher & Jeffrey Polston
Counters – Jennifer Kircher & Hillary Thomas
Altar Guild – Mary Sue Houston & Hillary Thomas
Noisy Offering Recipient – CTR Hospitality
Coffee Hour – Lita Kalman & Pat Fraser

December 8, 2019
Attendance: 78
Weekly Offering Received: $2,541.00

CTR Prayer Project
Matthew 8:10-This is the covenant I will make with the
house of Israel after that time, declares the Lord. I will
put my laws in their minds and write them on their
hearts. I will be their God and they will be my people.
The first Sunday in Advent our Pastor wished us all a
Happy New Year. Advent begins a new year for the universal Christian Church, and we were all given Church

Member Covenants to read and sign. The covenant
was taken from Thom Rainer’s book, “I Am A Church
Member”. None of us sitting in the pews that day deserved to sign the covenant, because it contained
pledges to do what we’ve been failing to do: I will
evangelize. I will study. I will seek to be a source of unity in my church. I can deal with my inconveniences. I
will pray for my clergy every day.”
The list goes on, but I think you can agree with my
premise. We know these are all things the Lord desires
of us, and yet we fail miserably. Why? I think it is because 1) Our nation as a whole is failing miserably in
these areas; 2) We’re a “me” generation, focused on
self-gratification; and 3) The tempter is doing all he can
to divide and destroy the Church. We’re preparing for
the joyous Season of Christmas, a time when our
hearts automatically become a little more loving, generous, and kind, but nearly as soon as the gifts under
the tree are all opened, we return to our old ways and
attitudes.
We become more critical, less forgiving, and definitely
more self-centered. We forget that the Church is the
Body of Christ, with Christ as its Head, and we step
blithely into His role of leadership. We forget that the
Church is the training ground for holiness, and we expect perfection out of people who are just like us - unable to be perfect. We forget that the Church is the
Bride of Christ and that He is coming back for us soon,
expecting us to be filled with His Spirit, forgiving our
brothers and sisters in Christ, and loving our neighbors
as we do ourselves.
We forget that membership in the Church is a gift, paid
for by a blood sacrifice on the Cross, and that it carries
with it many responsibilities. When we accept the gift
of salvation, we also accept the challenge to become
Christ - like in every area of our life. The New Year –
Advent, is a great time to make the resolve to turn
over a new leaf and take our Church membership seriously. We’ll be glad we did.
Praying in One Accord - Church unity is high on God’s
priority list; when we pray and work in one accord with
Him, His Kingdom grows.
Accord Prayer - Lord Christ, for the sake of the gospel,
help us keep the Church Member Covenant we recently signed; keep us from being a source of dissension
and turn our hearts toward loving and forgiving mankind, just as You faithfully do. In Your Name we pray.
Amen.
Prayer of Thanksgiving - Heavenly Father, thank You
for establishing Your Church on the firm foundation of
Your Son, Jesus Christ; thank You for encouraging us to
work together to grow Your Church, not to weaken it.
Amen.

St. Nicholas Visits CTR!

Greeter Table Announcements
Christmas Offering
Poinsettia Envelopes are available at
the Greeters table. Please take one
and put in an offering to help the Altar
Guild provide poinsettias for the church at
Christmas. Thanks!
Some of you have mentioned a
desire for an in-depth Bible study
that doesn’t require being somewhere at 6:30 a.m. If you’re one
of those folks, please contact Fr.
Austin (928-247-4001, or send an
email: fr.mansfield@gmail.com )
so we can coordinate a day, time, and location that
works for everyone’s schedule.
Do you know any CTR
Members, or Shut-Ins
who would like to receive a Christmas Card
from our members? If you do, please give Karen
Packard their name and address!
We have adopted a family! A
Mom & Dad, and 2 1/2 year
old. She is size 3T and likes
pink .
We are collecting gifts and monetary
donations to be taken to New Life. A meal will also
be provided. A basket will be at the Greeter’s Table. This family has very little—please prayerfully
consider donating. Thanks!

Tears and love for Paula Holm
as she returns to Canada for the
remainder of this winter. Normally, she lives in Canada only
during the summer, but has
now moved to another area in
Canada following the death of
her husband, Pete. He passed in
May, while with her in Canada.
She hopes to return to Yuma
next winter. God speed!

ord, we ask you to
comfort and sustain
all who in this transitory life are in sickness, or any
other adversity. Open the
hearts to know your love and feel your presence.
We pray for Abbie Bundy, Alfredo & Lilian Campa,
Betty (Bo Peep) Penny, Donna, Kate Campa, Zoe
Hawk, Rob, Madelyn, Nancy Meek Nora Gambling,
Mark Greer, Dcn. Linda, Bob Engelhardt, Scotty
Haskell, David Wayman, Christian Stanley, Chuck Scott,
Scotty Mac Stubblefield
If you would like to submit prayer requests for this newsletter or if you have any updates, please contact the
church office at 928-343-9551, or ctryuma@gmail.com
PRAYERS FOR THE DEANERY OF ARIZONA
The Right Rev. Keith & Gail Andrews, Bishop of the
Diocese of Western Anglicans.
The Very Rev. Thomas & Elizabeth Phillips, Dean of the
Deanery of Arizona.
Spencer Johnson, President of the Executive Committee of the Diocese.
Roger Pelham, Chairman, Steering Committee of the
Deanery.

Sunday, December 15
9 a.m. Rector’s Forum
10 a.m. Worship Service

Sunday

Eleanor Lee

12/3

Ann Traverso

12/3

Desi Foster

12/18

1 p.m. Pastoral Visitation–Yuma Rehab Hospital

Jennifer Kircher

12/19

Tuesday, December 17
6:30 a.m. Bible Study

Frank Robles

12/28

Mickey Greenlund

12/29

Followed by . . .

at the Church Office

Wednesday, December 18
5:30 p.m. Eucharist Service
Sunday, December 22
9 a.m. Rector’s Forum
10 a.m. Worship Service
1 p.m. Pastoral Visitation–Yuma Rehab Hospital

Christ the Redeemer
December 2019
Sun.
1

Mon.
2

9 a.m.
Rector’s Forum

10 a.m.
Holy Eucharist

8

9

Office Closed

16

9 a.m.
Rector’s Forum

Office Closed

10 a.m.
Holy Eucharist
POT LUCK!

22

23

9 a.m.
Rector’s Forum
10 a.m.
Holy Eucharist

29
9 a.m.
Rector’s Forum
10 a.m.
Holy Eucharist

Wed.

3

4

6:30 a.m. Bible
Study @ CHURCH
OFFICE

5:30 p.m.
Eucharist Service

10

11

6:30 a.m. Bible
Study @ CHURCH
OFFICE

5:30 p.m.
Eucharist Service

17

18

6:30 a.m. Bible
Study @ CHURCH
OFFICE

5:30 p.m.
Eucharist Service

24

25

Thu.
5

Office Closed

30

Fri.
6

Sat.
7

9:a.m.
Prayers &
Squares
11:a.m.
Women's
Fellowship Lunch

Office Closed

9 a.m.
Rector’s Forum
10 a.m.
Holy Eucharist

15

Tue.

12

13

14

9:a.m.
Prayers &
Squares

19

20

21

9:a.m.
Prayers &
Squares

26

6:30 a.m. Bible
Study @ CHURCH
OFFICE
7:00 P.M
CHRISTMAS EVE
SERVICE

31
Office Closed

Notes
 For the month of December, Tuesday’s Bible Study will be held in the Church Office.
Women’s Fellowship Luncheon is held at EAT Asian Buffet
Both Sunday and Wednesday Eucharist Services are held in the church sanctuary.
Parish Council is also held at the church.
Prayers & Squares meets at the Church Office

27
9:a.m.
Prayers &
Squares

28

FATHER AUSTIN MANSFIELD
Invites you on a pilgrimage to

ISRAEL – land of the bible
March 8 – 17, 2021
Day 1: Departure from USA, overnight flight including dinner, breakfast and in-flight entertainment.
Day 2: Tel Aviv / Tiberias. Arrival at Ben Gurion Airport. We are met, assisted and escorted to our hotel by
aviatours staff. We meet for dinner. (If you arrive early in the day, we will add sites on the way to the hotel).
Day 3: Cana / Nazareth / Caesrea / Tiberias. After breakfast we drive towards Cana (John 21:2) where the
first miracle of Jesus took place, and then to Nazareth (Matt 2:23) to visit the place where he lived as a young
boy and visit a typical house of his time. Drive to Caesarea (Acts 10:1ff), the port-city built by King Herod.
Apostle Paul was put in prison here until he was expelled to Rome. We continue to the Baptism site at the Jordan River, where those who wish, may renew their Baptism in this unique place. We reach Tiberias (John 6:1;
21:1) for dinner.

Day 4: Capernaum/ Tabgha / Mt. of Beatitudes / Magdala / Mt. Tabor. After breakfast, we descend and
take a boat ride on the Sea of Galilee. In the middle of the sea we shut the engines and read the moving scriptures: Matthew 14:2627. We reach Capernaum (Luke 4:31) to visit the ruins of an ancient synagogue and the
Byzantine chapel at the site of Peter's House. We then continue to Tabgha (Matt 14:17, 19), the site of the
Multiplication of the Loaves and the Fish, Mount of Beatitudes (Matt 5-7) and Magdala - home of Mary Magdalene. We will ascend to Mt.Tabor– the site of the transfiguration of Jesus (Matt. 17:1-8). Return to our hotel
for dinner and overnight stay.
Day 5: Jerusalem – The Old City. Today we head south through the Jordan Valley to reach Jerusalem. Our
first stop will be the Mount of Olives (Mark 13:3) with a panoramic view of both the "old" and "new" Jerusalem. We follow the path down the Palm Sunday road to the Garden of Gethsemane (Matt 26:36) and the nearby Church of All Nations. We then take a short drive through the Kidron Valley to reach Absalom and Zachariah's Tomb. Continue to Mount Zion (King David's tomb) and the Upper Room (John 13:1ff), site of the Last
Supper. Nearby is the house of Caiaphas. We reach our hotel for dinner and overnight
Day 6: Qumran / Dead Sea/ Masada/ Jerusalem. We drive south to the Dead Sea through Masada, the palace-fort built by King Herod. Here, in 73 A.D., 960 Jewish zealots committed suicide rather than surrender to
the Romans. The plateau is reached via a cable car ride with a spectacular view of the plains surrounding it.
We’ll also dip in the Dead Sea – rich with minerals, God’s gift to your skin. Dinner and overnight in Jerusalem.
Day 7: Jerusalem. After breakfast we visit the modern city of Jerusalem, the famous Menorah near the Israeli
Parliament (Knesset), the YadVa Shem Museum (the Holocaust Museum). Afternoon visit to the little town of
Ein Karem, the town of Elizabeth and St John the Baptist (Luke 1:5) Our day ends with dinner and overnight
in our hotel in Jerusalem.
Continued . . .

Day 8: The Way of the Cross / Bethlehem. We start the day with a visit to the Wailing Wall (the Western
Wall) - the last remains of the Temple built by King Herod and the Rabbi’s Tunnel which exposes to you the
unique size of the Wailing Wall. We then walk along the Via Dolorosa “The Way of the Cross” with its 14 stations, ending in the Church of the Holy Sepulcher (Matthew 27:11-31). Next we then travel to the "little town
of Bethlehem (Matt 2:1ff) and its' Church of the Nativity and Milk Grotto. Dinner and overnight in Jerusalem.
Day 9: Jerusalem: For You! A day at leisure for your own independent explorations and activities, or additional optional sightseeing. Our day ends with a farewell dinner and overnight in Jerusalem. (If your flight departs at midnight, you will be transferred to the airport after dinner).
Day 10: Flight Back Home! Transfer to the airport. Arrival home in the U.S.A. on the same day. Welcome
back. You have just returned from a lifetime experience.
THE PRICE INCLUDES: flights from Yuma • 4 Star hotels • Two people in each room • Detailed in the program excursions with an English Guide • Luxury coach • Luggage handling • Breakfast and dinner daily •
Tickets to the historical places of religious interest that are included in the program • Transports to and from
the airport in Israel • The total price of the pilgrimage is based on a group of no less than 15 people.
NOT INCLUDED IN THE PRICE: Single room supplement, Traveler’s insurance of $174, Tips of $9 per
person, per day, bottled, beverages, personal expenses and lunches.
Estimated price: $ 3937 (Includes taxes of $539 known) Deposit for registration $275 (without insurance)
or $449 (with travel insurance) Paid by check or Money Order. Insurance is an additional $174.
REGISTER TODAY AND RESERVE YOUR SPACE!
If you wish to register, please contact:
FATHER AUSTIN MANSFIELD TEL: 928-247-4001
Fill out the form and send with your deposit and passport copy TODAY!
Final price will be known at the end of April 2020. If the price is higher than the estimated,
you will have 30 days from the date the final flyer has been published
to cancel your reservation without penalties and receive a full refund.

Don’t miss this chance of a lifetime!

Walk where Jesus walked

NOT INCLUDED IN THE PRICE: Recommended tips of $9 pp per day,
personal expenses and travel insurance of $174 Passports
and Visas: Your passport must be valid at least until September
17, 2021 American citizens do not need a visa to travel to Israel,
other nationalities please check with us. Single room supplement is $630 mandatory for the participant that does not have a
roommate. Aviatours and your leader will try their best to find a
roommate, but if we are unable to find one for you 45 days before
departure, you will need to pay the single supplement.

