
 

Church Office:  
1300 S. 5th Avenue, Yuma, 85364                  

(928) 343-9551 
ctryuma@gmail.com 

Fr. Austin Mansfield, a/OSA, Rector 
(928) 247-4001 

fr.mansfield@gmail.com 
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Worship Service  
Sunday 10:00 a.m. & Wednesday 5:30 p.m. 

Worship Service Location: 
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Find us Online: ctryuma.org  

 
 

Find us on Facebook: 
Christ the Redeemer Anglican Church,  
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Hillary Thomas, hillaryt50@gmail.com 

Jo Towner, josephine.towner@gmail.com 

Motty Durham, mottydurham@yahoo.com 
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Next Parish Council Meeting 
January 8, 2020 

In Words — Closing Advent 

Advent is a time of preparation in anticipation of the celebration 
of the arrival of the promised Messiah into the world. The actual 
birth of Jesus had no Advent. The celebration of his birth was 
established by the Early Church to recognize the incarnation of 
a spiritual God. The Israelites had expected a warrior king to 
lead them into victory against Roman oppression just as David 
had done against the Philistines, and as Judas Maccabeus had 
done against Antiochus IV and the Seleucid dynasty. The sacri-
ficial lamb of God taking away the sins of the world didn’t meet 
their expectations or understanding of the Messiah, and God 
with skin on was not how they viewed the prophesy of Emman-
uel (God with us).  

After Jesus’ resurrection from the dead, after being filled with 
the Holy Spirit at Pentecost, after spreading the Gospel message 
beyond their comfort zone of Jerusalem, the disciples began to 
understand a little more about what God was actually doing 
through his Messiah, the suffering servant prophesied by Isaiah 
(52:13-53:12). 

In Paul’s letter to the church in Rome, Paul begins by identify-
ing himself as part of the group receiving God’s grace and sal-
vation—including the Gentiles—of which Paul declares the 
church in Rome to also be part.  

Paul, a slave of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, 
set apart for the gospel of God, 2which he promised 
previously through his prophets in the holy scriptures, 
3concerning his Son, who was born a descendant of 
David according to the flesh, 4who was declared Son 
of God in power according to the Holy Spirit by the 
resurrection from the dead of Jesus Christ our Lord, 
5through whom we have received grace and 
apostleship for the obedience of faith among all the 
Gentiles on behalf of his name, 6among whom you 
also are the called of Jesus Christ. 7To all those in 
Rome who are loved by God, called to be saints. 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the 
Lord Jesus Christ. — Romans 1:1–7 (LEB) 

In verse 7, Paul is not creating a special subset of believers who 
are “called to be saints.” Language folks have a fancy grammar 
term called appositional information that means the phrase fur-
ther describes something mentioned earlier in the phrase. Every 
one of the Christians whom Paul is addressing are called to be 
saints. There is no time constraint implied, so the concept ap-
plies to each of us as well.  

                    
      

  
Making disciples who make disciples 

The Fourth Sunday of Advent 

December 22, 2019 



The word we translate saint is better described as ho-
ly one; the Hebrew concept of holy is set aside. As 
believers and disciples of our Lord Jesus Christ, we 
are set aside in this world as recipients of his grace 
and salvation. Saint is not a description of the quality 
of our discipleship; it’s a description of what being a 
disciple is. And as disciples, we celebrate the arrival 
of Jesus into this world and prepare our hearts for that 
event for about a month before. On this fourth Sun-
day in Advent we celebrate the love that led God to 
provide salvation for us. We’re the ones who rejected 
his authority through our sins. We’re the ones who 
pushed ourselves away from our creator. We’re the 
ones who face an eternity without God. But God’s 
love for his creation became action through which he 
would save it. We are the ones to whom grace and 
peace have been given by God our Father and the 
Lord Jesus Christ.  

Celebrating the first Christmas lets us relive that eter-
nal moment of grace entering the world and recognize 
it for the true and undeserved blessing it is.  

So, to all the saints in Christ the Redeemer Anglican 
Church, have a truly merry and holy Christmas, and a 
new year filled with that grace and peace! 

Glory to God in the Highest, 

Fr. Austin 
 
 
 

Readings for the Fourth Sunday 
Of Advent 

Isaiah 7:10-16       Psalm 80:1-7, 16-18 
Romans 1:1-7 

Matthew 1:18-25 
 

 

 

Those Who  Serve 
Greeter – Lisa Reel 

Ushers – Chuck & Dorothy Warner 
Lessons – Ann Traverso  
Prayers – Maureen Light 

Chalice – Motty Durham & Sherri Wayman 
Counters – Douglas Holbert & Jeffrey Polston 

Altar Guild – Sherri Wayman 
Noisy Offering Recipient – Saddles of Joy 

Coffee Hour – Sally & Mary Sue 
 

 
 

December 15, 2019 
Attendance: 78 

Weekly Offering Received: $2,280.00 
 

 

CTR Prayer Project 

John 14:27 - Peace I leave with you; My peace I give 
you.  I do not give to you as the world gives.  Do 
not let your hearts be troubled and do not be 
afraid. 

The lovely Christmas carol, “Silent Night”, speaks of 
“heavenly peace”.  What is heavenly peace?  Is it 
anything like world peace, which we usually think 
of as being a lack of conflict among nations? No! Is 
it familial peace, which might be described as hav-
ing good feelings about all your relatives? No! Is it 
positive thinking, even when we are full of anxiety? 
No!   

Jesus was speaking to His disciples in this passage 
from John 14, and He explains to them that the 
peace He is leaving with them---the peace He wants 
all of His followers to have---is not the peace the 
world would want us to have. The peace the world 
wants us to have is a nice home in a nice neighbor-
hood with a nice car parked in the garage and love-
ly furniture inside, and classy clothes in our closets, 
a great high-paying job with no overtime, a wife 
who is a gourmet cook, well-behaved children, no 
unpaid bills, and no enemies. In other words---
wealth! But heavenly peace cannot be obtained 
through any of those. Heavenly peace comes from 
knowing that God is completely in control of every-
thing!  It’s a deep and lasting peace that the in-
dwelling Holy Spirit works hard to develop and 
maintain in us. It’s a peace based on the assurance 
that our names are written in the Lamb’s Book of 
Life, that our sins are forgiven, that there is a place 
reserved for us in heaven, and that we are not only 
Children of God, but also citizens of God’s heavenly 
Kingdom.   

With God’s peace, we can have confident assur-
ance, no matter what our circumstances may be 
(i.e. poor health, financial difficulties, relational 
problems, etc.) that God has our best interest in 
mind and is working everything out according to 
His plan for our life. We can live with no anxiety at 
all, by simply turning our worry into prayer. If 
you’re not experiencing God’s peace (or, if you 
have pursued worldly peace, instead), talk to God 
about it.  Surrender all your cares and concerns and 
allow Him to teach you how to not only sleep in His 
heavenly peace, but also live each day of your life in 
it. 

Continued . . .  



Praying in One Accord - When we take our focus 
off the peace the world wants to give us and pray 
in one accord with God’s plan for our peace, we 
will experience the peace that surpasses all human 
understanding. 

Accord Prayer - Lord Christ, Your Church and our 
nation are currently under attack, and our peace is 
slowly leaking out; please plug up the leak and fill 
us to overflowing with the peace only You can pro-
vide and maintain in us. In Your Name we pray. 
Amen. 

Prayer of Thanksgiving - Heavenly Father, thank 
You for the reassurance that You are in complete 
control of our world, our lives, and our circum-
stances; thank You for giving us Your peace, which 
is the only deep and abiding peace we need. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Greeter Table Announcements 
 

Thank you for your donations 
to our adopted family!. Gifts 
will be delivered to New Life 

on Friday. They will certainly be greatly appreciat-
ed! 

Heads Up! 

The January Potluck (Jan. 19) will 
be Soup, Salad & Desert!  More 
information to come! 

This Sunday is the last Sunday for the Sock 
Drive for Crossroads Mission! 

Thanks also, for the donations to the 
family and boys in the group 
home! We were able to purchase 
many gifts for their Christmas!! 

If you wish to purchase your photo from 
Randy Smith, he has a special package 
for $25! Package includes one 8x10, two 

5x7’s and eight wallet size.  Wallet size can be sub-
stituted. Randy apologizes, but he cannot have 
them ready for Christmas. 

ATTENTION!  

Ministry Leaders! If 
you head up a minis-
try, i.e. Prayers & Squares, Altar Guild, Sunday 
School, etc., please get your “year-in-review” re-
port to the church office by January 6th for the 
Annual Meeting Report!  Thanks! 

 

 

#AdventWord 
An international community of prayer  

for Advent season.   
https://adventword.org/ 

#Bless   
In the Gospel of Matthew, Jesus tells us of the 
power we all have to BLESS others when we are 
following the way of love. “…the blind receive 
their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, 
the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor 
have good news brought to them. And blessed is 
anyone who takes no offense at me.” Every day 
and every encounter is an opportunity for bless-
ing. 
 

#Worship   
In the weeks prior to Jesus’s birth, the Magi left 
the familiar on a long trek to an obscure town in a 
foreign land. It’s a long way to go to worship the 
new king born in Bethlehem. It was not an easy 
journey. Advent is our own long journey leading us 
to a place where we can recognize God revealed 
to us and to worship him. 
 

#Pray 

It is not easy to pray. The apostles knew that. That 
is why instead of a lesson on preaching, they 
asked, “Lord, teach us to pray.” Jesus replied, 
“When you pray, say ‘Our Father.’” Prayer is rela-
tionship. When we say, “let us pray,” we open our-
selves to a deeper and intimate relationship with 
God. We also open our hearts to humanity so we 
may intercede for the world. 

Continued . . .  

https://adventword.org/


the single notes on a musical scale and, when we 
are played together in Christ, we form a musical 
chord. But our harmony is impossible apart from 
Christ who calls us to act with one accord, to 
speak with one voice, to be in accord with one an-
other. 
 

#Time    
Advent proclaims that time is of the essence. But 
rather than flying away, the Coming of the King 
reveals that time keeps slipping into the future. 
And what will God’s future look like? – the 
truth, beauty and love of a newborn child that no 
power on earth can withstand. 

#Gather   
The spirit of gathering is in the air-gathering with 
friends and family, gathering gifts to share, gather-
ing prayers and songs for the new dawn of Jesus 
in our midst. Drawn together by the light of the 
newborn Christ, we gather at the crèche to see 
Jesus, and glimpse in one another his saving love. 
 

#Harmony   
Advent is a season that calls us to learn how to live 
in harmony with one another as we wait together 
for the promised coming.In Romans, Paul speaks 
of the oneness of like-minded believers as a means 
to accomplish God’s well. But this does not mean 
that we abandon our individuality. We are like 

A Christmas Poem (Author Unknown) 
At Christmas time there was a man who looked so out of place 

As people rushed about him at a hurried sort of pace.  

 

He stared at all the Christmas lights, the tinsel everywhere, 
The shopping center Santa Claus, with children gathered near.  

 

The mall was packed with shoppers who were going to and fro, 
Some with smiles, some with frowns, and some too tired to go.  

 

They rested on the benches or they hurried on their way  
To fight the crowds for purchases to carry home that day.  

 

The music from the stereo was playing loud and clear. 
Of Santa Claus and snowmen, and funny-nosed reindeer.  

 

He heard the people talk about the good times on the way. 
Of parties, fun, and food galore, and gift exchange that day.  

 

“I’d like to know what’s going on,” the man was heard to say. 
“There seems to be some sort of celebration on the way.  

 

“And would you tell me who this is, all dressed in red and white? 
And why are children asking him about a special night?”  

 

The answer came in disbelief, “I can’t believe my ear!  
I can’t believe you do not know that Christmas time is here!  

 

“The time when Santa comes around with gifts for girls and boys. 
When they’re asleep on Christmas Eve, he leaves them books and toys.  

 

“The man you see in red and white is Santa Claus, so sly. 
The children love his joyful laugh and twinkle in his eye.  

 

“His gift-packed sleigh is pulled along by very small reindeer. 
As he flies quickly through the air while darting there and here.  

 

“The children learn of Santa Claus while they are still quite small. 
When Christmas comes he is the most important one of all!”  

 

The stranger hung his head in shame; he closed a nail-pierced hand. 
His body shook in disbelief; he did not understand.  

 

A shadow crossed his stricken face; his voice was low but clear. 
“After all these years they still don't know…” 

… and Jesus shed a tear. 

https://adventword.org/en/harmony/
https://adventword.org/en/harmony/
https://adventword.org/en/time/


 
ord, we ask you to 
comfort and sustain 
all who in this transito-

ry life are in sickness, or any 
other adversity. Open the 
hearts to know your love and feel your presence.   
 
 

We pray for Abbie Bundy, Alfredo & Lilian Campa,  
Betty (Bo Peep) Penny, Donna, Kate Campa,  Zoe 

Hawk, Rob, Madelyn, Nancy Meek Nora Gambling, 
Mark Greer, Dcn. Linda, Bob Engelhardt, Scotty 

Haskell, David Wayman, Christian Stanley, Chuck Scott, 
Scotty Mac Stubblefield, Randy Smith & Family 

 
 

If you would like to submit prayer requests for this news-
letter or if you have any updates, please contact the 

church office at 928-343-9551,  or ctryuma@gmail.com 
 

PRAYERS FOR THE DEANERY OF ARIZONA 

The Rev. Steven & Darci Balog, with their children 
Nicholas, Jonathan, Asley, & James, Holy Spirit An-
glican Fellowship, Prescott, AZ. 

Ryan & Noleen Thurman, with their children Ethan, 
Keilah, Micah, & Eleyana, the House Church, 
“Apprenticeship to Jesus,” serving Grand Canyon 
University, Phoenix, AZ. 

Eleanor Lee 12/3 

Ann Traverso 12/3 

Desi Foster 12/18 

Jennifer Kircher 12/19 

Frank Robles 12/28 

Mickey Greenlund 12/29 

 

Sunday, December 22 

 9 a.m.   Rector’s Forum   

10 a.m. Worship Service  

1 p.m.  Pastoral Visitation–Yuma Rehab Hospital 

 

Tuesday, December 24 

6:30 a.m. Bible Study             at the Church Office 

7:00 p.m. Christmas Eve Eucharist Service  

             

 
 

Sunday, December 29 

 9 a.m.   Rector’s Forum  

10 a.m. Worship Service  

1 p.m.  Pastoral Visitation–Yuma Rehab Hospital

Fourth Advent Word Search 

mailto:ctryuma@gmail.com


Notes       
 For the month of December, Tuesday’s Bible Study will be held in the Church Office. 

Women’s Fellowship Luncheon is held at EAT Asian Buffet 

Both Sunday and Wednesday Eucharist Services are held in the church sanctuary. 

Parish Council is also held at the church. 

Prayers & Squares meets at the Church Office 

Christ the Redeemer 

 

December 2019 

Sun. Mon. Tue. Wed. Thu. Fri. Sat. 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

9 a.m.  
Rector’s Forum 
 

10 a.m.  
Holy Eucharist 

  
 
 
 

Office Closed 

6:30 a.m. Bible 
Study @ CHURCH 
OFFICE 
 

 

5:30 p.m.  
Eucharist Service 
 
 

 9:a.m. 
Prayers & 
Squares 
11:a.m. 
Women's  
Fellowship Lunch 

 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

9 a.m.  
Rector’s Forum 
 

10 a.m.  
Holy Eucharist 
 

 

 
 
 

 Office Closed 

6:30 a.m. Bible 
Study @ CHURCH 
OFFICE 
 
 

5:30 p.m. 
Eucharist Service 

 
 

9:a.m. 
Prayers & 
Squares 

 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

 9 a.m.  
Rector’s Forum 
 

10 a.m.  
Holy Eucharist 
 

POT LUCK! 

  
 

 Office Closed 
  

6:30 a.m. Bible 
Study @ CHURCH 
OFFICE 

5:30 p.m.  
Eucharist Service 
 
 

 

 9:a.m. 
Prayers & 
Squares 

 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

9 a.m.  
Rector’s Forum 
 

10 a.m.  
Holy Eucharist 
 

 

 
 

Office Closed 

6:30 a.m. Bible 
Study @ CHURCH 
OFFICE 
7:00 P.M  
CHRISTMAS EVE 
SERVICE 

  9:a.m. 
Prayers & 
Squares 
 

 

 

29 
9 a.m.  
Rector’s Forum 
 

10 a.m.  
Holy Eucharist 

30 
 

Office Closed 

31 
 
 

 


