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In Word — You Are Sons
Sometimes in our efforts to ensure everyone feels included in the
bible we inadvertently change the meaning of the text. Sometimes
translating a word as gender neutral is actually a more correct interpretation of the author’s intended meaning, sometimes not.
Paul uses the masculine word adelphoi frequently. It means brother, like in Philadelphia, “the city of brotherly love.” The feminine
form adelphe means sister. In a group with men and women together, the masculine form of the word was frequently used to address both genders. While in English, we would never say, “my
brothers, Bob and Cathy,” it’s perfectly fine in Greek (we do, however, often use the word guys when addressing a mixed group to
the same effect).
When Paul is describing his deliberate actions to ensure he doesn’t
cause a weaker brother to sin (1 Cor 8), we can infer that he applies the same concern toward a weaker sister as well.
Sometimes, however, this gender inclusivity alters the meaning
and removes a particular nuance that is important to understanding
the author’s meaning. That’s what we see in this week’s passage
from Paul’s Letter to the Galatians. The lectionary leaves out seven
verses in the middle of the passage (3:26-4:3), but they’ll be included here.
Now before faith came, we were imprisoned and guarded
under the law until faith would be revealed. 24 Therefore the
law was our disciplinarian until Christ came, so that we
might be justified by faith. 25 But now that faith has come,
we are no longer subject to a disciplinarian, 26 for in Christ
Jesus you are all children (sons) of God through faith. —
Galatians 3:23–26 (NRSV)
Paul’s point here is that the law showed the Jews what they were
doing wrong, just like the disciplinarians or teachers in biblical
times corrected the errant ways of the children under their supervision. They not only showed them the proper way to do things, they
also corrected mistakes. The word translated as children here is
actually sons. The difference will become apparent soon.
27
As many of you as were baptized into Christ have
clothed yourselves with Christ. 28 There is no longer Jew or
Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer
male and female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus.
29
And if you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s offspring (descendents), heirs according to the promise. 1 My
point is this: heirs, as long as they are minors (children),
are no better than slaves, though they are the owners of all
the property; 2 but they remain under guardians and trustees until the date set by the father. — Galatians 3:27 - 4:2

Being a child (or offspring in this passage) of Abraham
was a claim to the promises Yahweh gave Abraham for
all his descendants. The Greek word sperma is meant to
describe a spiritual lineage that is every bit as authentic
as a physical one for those who are disciples of Jesus.
The next sentence, however, reflects their level of theological maturity. The word minors is translated from the
common term for children, teknon. In the sentence that
follows, though, Paul describes their maturity level as
even lower than children, using a word that means toddler (nepios) rather than minor, which would be anyone
who isn’t quite yet adult.
So with us; while we were minors (toddlers), we
were enslaved to the elemental spirits of the
world. 4 But when the fullness of time had come,
God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under
the law, 5 in order to redeem those who were
under the law, so that we might receive adoption as children (sons). — Galatians 4:3–5
Paul’s point isn’t merely that we are taken from a spiritual orphanage and adopted by God into his family.
The word Paul uses in verse 5 means sons and has a
specific aspect that children does not. Under Roman
law, sons had inheritance rights that daughters did not
have. Paul declares in verse 28 that in God’s kingdom
the social inequality of Jew and Greek, slave and free,
or male and female does not exist. Women have inherited the same blessing through Jesus Christ as men have.
They are adopted as sons, in the sense of status, not
gender.
Likewise, in verses 6 and 7, as Paul describes an elevated status for disciples. Each reference to child or children was written as sons or son in Greek.
And because you are children (sons), God has
sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying,
“Abba! Father!” 7 So you are no longer a slave
but a child (son), and if a child (son) then also
an heir, through God. — Galatians 4:6–7
We can confirm the accuracy of this interpretation by
following Paul’s logic in this passage. In verse 1, he
declares “heirs, as long as they are minors (children),
are no better than slaves.” He proceeds to describe how
being in Christ elevates us through grace to a higher
level. His statement in verse 7, therefore, makes no
sense at all if we become (or are still) children, since he
says we are no longer slaves, but children: “So you are
no longer a slave but a child, and if a child then also an
heir, through God.” This statement only makes sense if
we understand the idea of growing in spiritual maturity
from toddlers who needed an overseer or guardian, past
slave status, to receiving through Christ the elevated
status of adopted sons, able to inherit all our Heavenly
Father has to offer.
Language is a funny thing. As for inclusivity, it seems
fair that if men in the Church have to accept being the

bride of Christ, women ought to be OK with being sons
of God.
Have a blessed and wonderful new year!
Grace and Peace,
Fr. Austin

Readings for the First Sunday
After Christmas
Isaiah 61:10—62:3 Psalm 147
Galatians 3:23-25, 4:4-7
John 1:1-18

Those Who Serve
Greeter – Karen Packard
Ushers – Jim Slater & Don Houston
Lessons – Lily McNair
Prayers – Star McNair
Chalice – Jo Towner & Alan Kircher
Counters – Jo Towner & Motty Durham
Altar Guild – Jennifer Kircher
Noisy Offering Recipient – CTR Prayers & Squares
Coffee Hour – Mickey & Leon Greenlund

December 22, 2019
Attendance: 60
Weekly Offering Received: $1,461.00

CTR Prayer Project
John 1:4 - The true light that gives light to every
man was coming into the world.
My husband brought it to me for my approval. It
was his scratchboard art painting of the manger,
with a bright star above it that simply couldn’t compete with the radiance coming from the babe in
that makeshift crib. We both knew it would be perfect for the cover of our Christmas card this year.
And as we’ve received and read cards from family
and friends, we’ve marveled at how many of them
this year have mangers and stars on their cards. It’s
God’s way of focusing us on John 1:4---the True
Light.
What is the True Light? The True Light is Christ Himself! The True Light can never be extinguished because the babe in the manger is our eternal God.
Continued . . .

Not only does the True Light dispel the darkness of
sin, but it also enables us to see ourselves as sinners in need of a Savior---the need of that humble
Servant-King born so long ago. The True Light
lights our paths here on earth, showing us God’s
will for us, overcoming the darkness of despair,
helping us bear the Fruit of the Spirit, enlightening
us with regard to the Beatitudes, and especially encouraging us to exhibit God’s unconditional love
everywhere we go.
While visiting our family on the East Coast a few
weeks ago, we heard a sermon about keeping
Christ in Christmas. The Associate Pastor at Grace
Episcopal Church in Alexandria, VA explained that
the best way to keep Christ in Christmas is for us to
BE THE CHRIST in Christmas. And we’re not just to
be Christ during the 12 Days of Christmas, but all
through the year. We sing “This little light of mine--I’m gonna let it shine,” but then at the first sign of
trouble, our light begins to flicker, and if our difficulties are more than we can bear alone, our light
may become totally extinguished. Keeping our light
shining is a choice we must make. We can allow
darkness to overcome us, or we can plug into the
True Light that recharges our life and light. If we
want to keep Christ in Christmas and be His light in
this sin-darkened world, we must choose to abide
in the True Light, to walk in the Light, and to let His
Light shine brightly in and through us.
Praying in One Accord - When we are in Christ and
He is in us, we can walk in one accord with the True
Light.
Accord Prayer - Lord Christ, You spoke light into
being; Your prophets foretold Your coming so the
wise men could follow the light that leads to Your
Presence among us; the shepherds beheld the glorious light of the announcement of Your birth by
the angelic host. As we are born again in You, let
Your True Light shine brightly, so others can see
You in us. In Your Name we pray. Amen.
Prayer of Thanksgiving - Heavenly Father, thank
You for sending us Your True Light in the midst of
our darkest moments. Thank You for the privilege
of living our lives in the Light of Christ. Amen.

Greeter Table Announcements
Photos
If you wish to purchase your photo
from Randy Smith, he has a special
package for $25! Package includes
one 8x10, two 5x7’s and eight wallet
size. Wallet size can be substituted.
Women's Luncheon
Save the date: Friday, January
3rd! At 11am at EAT Asian
Buffet. Let’s discuss goals for
the new year! Sign up at the Greeters Table.
Heads Up!
The Sunday Service on
January 12th will be an
“Instructed Eucharist”
Liturgical worship is a
hallmark of Anglicanism.
The most frequently asked questions from visitors
and new members concern various aspects of the
worship service: “Why do you this?” or “What
does this mean?”
In an effort to help answer these important questions, we will spend Sunday, January 12th walking
through the liturgy, explaining the various
“movements” along the way. Don’t miss it!
The January Potluck (Jan. 19)
will be Soup, Salad & Desert!
More information to come!

AT T E N T I O N !
Ministry Leaders! If you head up a ministry, i.e.
Prayers & Squares, Altar Guild, Sunday School,
etc., please get your “year-in-review” report to
the church office by January 6th for the Annual
Meeting Report! Thanks!

Bishop’s Visit!
Our Bishop, The Rev. Dr.
M. Keith Andrews, will be
here on January 26th. If
you or someone you
know would like to be received or confirmed in the
Anglican Church on this
day, please let Fr. Austin
know!

The majority of us lead quiet,
unheralded lives as we pass
through this world. There
will most likely be no tickertape parades for us, no monuments created in our honor.
But that does not lessen our possible impact upon the
world, for there are scores of people waiting for
someone just like us to come along: people who will
appreciate our compassion, our encouragement, who
will need our unique talents. Someone who will live
a happier life merely because we took the time to
share what we had to give. Too often we underestimate the power of a touch, a smile, a kind word, a
listening ear, an honest compliment, or the smallest
act of caring, all of which have a potential to turn a
life around...
~ Leo Buscaglia, Born for Love

"It's not about the quilt; it's all about the prayers."
Prayers & Squares is an interfaith outreach organization that combines the gift of prayer with the gift of a hand-tied quilt. The purpose of Prayers & Squares is to promote prayer through the use
of quilts.
Each knot represents a prayer.

CTR

As each knot is tied, a prayer is offered for a person in need – someone who has asked us to pray for them.
The finished quilt goes to that person as a silent
testimony to our belief in the power of prayer.
These quilts truly can be called “comforters”.
CTR is Chapter Number 674. For more information about this international ministry, visit: www.prayerquilt.org/home

ord, we ask you to
comfort and sustain
all who in this transitory life are in sickness, or any
other adversity. Open the
hearts to know your love and feel your presence.

First Christmas Word Search

We pray for Abbie Bundy, Alfredo & Lilian Campa,
Betty (Bo Peep) Penny, Donna, Kate Campa, Zoe
Hawk, Rob, Madelyn, Nancy Meek Nora Gambling,
Mark Greer, Dcn. Linda, Bob Engelhardt, Scotty
Haskell, David Wayman, Christian Stanley, Chuck Scott,
Scotty Mac Stubblefield, Randy Smith & Family
If you would like to submit prayer requests for this newsletter or if you have any updates, please contact the
church office at 928-343-9551, or ctryuma@gmail.com
PRAYERS FOR THE DEANERY OF ARIZONA
The Rev. Austin & Mary Mansfield, Christ the Redeemer Anglican Church, Yuma, AZ

Deacon Linda Stokes & Everett Whitacre, Christ the
Redeemer Anglican Church, Yuma, AZ
Deacon John & Carol Jordan, Desert Oasis Fellowship,
Las Vegas, NV
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Sunday, December 29
9 a.m. Rector’s Forum
10 a.m. Worship Service
1 p.m. Pastoral Visitation–Yuma Rehab Hospital
Tuesday, December 31
6:30 a.m. Bible Study at the Church Office

Sunday, January 5
9 a.m. Rector’s Forum
10 a.m. Worship Service
1 p.m. Pastoral Visitation–Yuma Rehab Hospital
If you are not on the Birthday list, that means
we don’t have your birthday recorded in our files!
Please send your birthday (year not needed
),
to the office so we can wish you a happy day!

Christ the Redeemer
January 2020
Sun.

Mon.

Tue.

Wed.
1

Thu.
2

Fri.
3

Sat.
4

9:a.m.
Prayers &
Squares
11:a.m.
Women's
Fellowship Lunch

5

6

9 a.m.
Rector’s Forum
10 a.m.
Holy Eucharist

12

Epiphany

7

8

6:30 a.m. Bible
Study @ Starbucks

5:30 p.m.
Eucharist Service

9 a.m.
Rector’s Forum

Office Closed

14

15

6:30 a.m. Bible
Study @ Starbucks

5:30 p.m.
Eucharist Service

21

22

6:30 a.m. Bible
Study @ Starbucks

5:30 p.m.
Eucharist Service

28

29

6:30 a.m. Bible
Study @ Starbucks

5:30 p.m.
Eucharist Service

16

20

9 a.m.
Rector’s Forum
10 a.m.
Holy Eucharist
ANNUAL
Meeting
& Pot Luck

26
BISHOP’S
VISIT
10 a.m.
Holy Eucharist

23

Office Closed

17

24
9:a.m.
Prayers &
Squares

Office Closed

27

11

18

9:a.m.
Prayers &
Squares

10 a.m.
Instructed
Eucharist

19

10
9:a.m.
Prayers &
Squares

6:30 p.m.
Parish Council

Office Closed

13

9

30

Notes
Women’s Fellowship Luncheon is held at EAT Asian Buffet
Both Sunday and Wednesday Eucharist Services are held in the church sanctuary.
Parish Council is also held at the church.
Prayers & Squares meets at the Church Office

31
9:a.m.
Prayers &
Squares

25

