
 

Church Office:  
1300 S. 5th Avenue, Yuma, 85364                  

(928) 343-9551 
ctryuma@gmail.com 

Fr. Austin Mansfield, a/OSA, Rector 
(928) 247-4001 

fr.mansfield@gmail.com 
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Worship Service  
Sunday 10:00 a.m. & Wednesday 5:30 p.m. 

Worship Service Location: 
101 W. 26th St. , Yuma 

 

Find us Online: ctryuma.org  

 
 

Find us on Facebook: 
Christ the Redeemer Anglican Church,  

A Christian Community 
  
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Parish Council Members 
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Mary Sue Houston 

 neverhom2003@yahoo.com 
 

Junior Warden 
Sherri Wayman 

 sswayman@yahoo.com  
 

Treasurer  
Jeffrey Polston, Jeffrey@matpc.com 

  

Douglas Holbert, a/OSA, 
yumadlh@gmail.com 

Jennifer Kircher, jangyuma@yahoo.com 

Hillary Thomas, hillaryt50@gmail.com 

Jo Towner, josephine.towner@gmail.com 

Motty Durham, mottydurham@yahoo.com 

Ann Traverso, anntraverso@hotmail.com  
 

Next Parish Council Meeting 
January 8, 2020 

In Word — Murder of the Innocents 

The Murder of the Innocents is recognized in the Anglican 
Church every December 28. It commemorates the biblical story 
that Matthew describes following the birth of Jesus.  

When Herod saw that he had been tricked by the wise 
men, he was infuriated, and he sent and killed all the chil-
dren in and around Bethlehem who were two years old or 
under, according to the time that he had learned from the 
wise men. 17 Then was fulfilled what had been spoken 
through the prophet Jeremiah: 18 “A voice was heard in 
Ramah, wailing and loud lamentation, Rachel weeping for 
her children; she refused to be consoled, because they are 
no more.” — Matthew 2:16–18 (NRSV) 

Some historians claim that this probably didn’t happen because 
Matthew is the only Gospel writer who mentions it, and no non-
biblical sources mention it. While today, with our 24-hour tele-
vised news cycle, we would expect coverage an event this hor-
rific to be unavoidable. There are very good reasons for the dif-
ferent perspective in early B.C. Israel. When the B.C./A.D. dis-
tinction in the calendar was developed around A.D. 523, by a 
Roman abbot, Dionysius Exiguus, he based his calculations on 
Clement of Alexandria’s declaration the Jesus was born in the 
28th year of Caesar Augustus’ reign. He forgot that Augustus 
reigned for four years as Octavian before the Roman Senate 
gave him the title, “Augustus.” He also left out a “0” year be-
tween 1 B.C. and A.D. 1 (which causes difficulty even today 
with some people mistakenly believing 2020 starts a new dec-
ade). Since Herod died in 4 B.C., and with Dionysius’ calcula-
tion errors, Jesus was most likely born between 7 and 6 B.C. 
History recorded Herod’s death in multiple sources (dating it 
according to the ruling time of other monarchs), as well as 
Herod’s major events.  

When Julius Caesar was killed in 44 B.C., his nephew, Octavi-
an, and his 2nd in command, Mark Antony, hunted the ring lead-
ers of his murder and defeated them (Cassius and Brutus) two 
years later. Herod had stayed loyal to Antony and was thus 
made tetrarch (subordinate king) of Galilee. When Octavian lat-
er defeated Antony to become Caesar, Herod quickly changed 
his allegiance to Octavian, and was allowed to keep his position. 

The Israelites, however, didn’t accept Herod as their king de-
spite his appointment by Rome. He was from the wrong ances-
try. His father was from the line of Esau, not Jacob (making him 
an Edomite, not an Israelite), and his mother was Arabian (to be 
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a Jew, one’s mother had to be Jewish). Every Jew 
knew that their kings had to come from the tribe of 
Judah (as David had), and through David descend-
ants. Even rebuilding the Temple didn’t get Herod 
accepted by them. 

That rejection didn’t help Herod’s personality; he was 
a cruel and paranoid ruler. He killed at least three 
sons whom he saw as competition for the throne, 
prompting Augustus to joke that it was safer to be 
Herod’s pig (hus) than Herod’s son (huios).  

Herod knew he was detested by the Israelites, and 
that they’d be glad when he was gone. So, when he 
grew close to death, he ordered all the Jewish heads-
of-households to appear before him in Jerusalem or 
face death. When they arrived, he had them all im-
prisoned in the horse-racing stadium with orders for 
them to be killed when he died, ensuring that there 
would indeed be mourning in Israel following his 
death, even if it wasn’t for him. Thankfully, that or-
der was canceled by his sister when he died.  

This was who Herod was. Those incidents were not 
out of character, rather they defined it. This was not 
someone who would be troubled about killing some 
toddlers in a nearby town. So that’s one reason it 
wouldn’t be mentioned anywhere.  

Another reason is that Bethlehem was a small town 
with a few hundred residents. At any given time, the 
number of boys under 2 years old there would be no 
more than a couple dozen. Knowing what we know 
about other atrocities committed by Herod, a local 
event involving a small number of deaths would bare-
ly have been talked about in other areas of Israel.   

Matthew mentions it because of the audience he is 
writing to. Luke focused on reaching Gentiles with 
his message and Mark’s Gospel was written earlier as 
a general warning to persecuted disciples to be alert 
for Jesus’ return. Matthew was writing to Jews to 
show them the long-awaited Messiah had come as 
promised, and that Jesus is him. Matthew’s Gospel 
points back to messianic prophesies more than any 
other. He specifically states in verse 17 that this event 
fulfilled a prophecy by Jeremiah, which he then cites.  

Matthew is telling this aspect of the Magi’s visit to 
Herod, not merely to show what a bad guy Herod 
was, but to show that yet another prophecy given by 
Yahweh through one of his prophets was being ful-
filled. 

When Herod is told by the visiting Magi that they 
have come to worship the new king, Herod was not 
yet through being the old king and had no intention of 
relinquishing power to anyone. He called his chief 
priests and scribes to determine where the Messiah 
was supposed to be born.  

They showed him the prophecy from Micah. 

But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are 
one of the little clans of Judah, from you shall 
come forth for me one who is to rule in Israel, 
whose origin is from of old, from ancient days. 
— Micah 5:2  

So, Herod believed he could interfere with God’s plan 
by killing all the male babies in the little town next to 
him. Matthew showed that God sent Joseph with 
Mary and Jesus to safety in the neighboring province 
of Egypt (not as refugees or homeless, as they had just 
received “treasure chests” filled with gold, frankin-
cense, and myrrh).  

Matthew is using this barely remembered tragedy co-
inciding with Jesus’ infancy, to demonstrate the ful-
fillment of prophecy and the power of Yahweh to 
overcome any attempted human interference in his 
divine plan.  

The all-powerful Yahweh had just taken on flesh, and 
his amazing plan for salvation was just getting started. 
No one, not even the most powerful person in all of 
Israel, would be able to prevent it. 

That’s why we see it in Matthew’s Gospel, and why it 
was not deemed newsworthy by other contemporary 
writers. Our king is above all other kings. He is lord 
over all other lords, the master of all masters. The best 
efforts of evil fail against the goodness of our Lord. 

Our God is an awesome God!  

May God continue to bless you throughout this new 
year. 

Grace and Peace,  
Fr. Austin 

 
 

Readings for the First Sunday 
After Christmas 

Jeremiah 31:7-14       Psalm 84 
Ephesians 1:3-6, 15-19 

Matthew 2:13-15, 19-23 
 

 
 

Those Who  Serve 
Greeter – Karen Packard 

Ushers – Jim Slater & Dave Wayman 
Lessons – Bill Ramsey  

Prayers – Maureen Light 
Chalice – Alan Kircher & Motty Durham 

Counters – Sherri Wayman & Mary Sue Houston 
Altar Guild – Jennifer Kircher 

Noisy Offering Recipient – New Life Ministries 
Coffee Hour – Sherri & Dave Wayman 



 

December 29, 2019 
Attendance: 65 

Weekly Offering Received: $2,339.00 
Noisy Offering Received (CTR Prayer & Squares) $59.50 

 
 

 

CTR Prayer Project 

James 1:25 - But the man who looks intently into 
the perfect law that gives freedom and continues 
to do this, not forgetting what he has heard, but 
doing it – he will be blessed in what he does. 

I’ve been a Christian all my life; I’ve taught Sunday 
School and led women’s Bible study groups for 
over 30 years. And I’m a Lay Reader, so with all this 
exposure to Scripture, you would think behaving in 
a Christ-like manner would come naturally for me. 
Well, I’m here to tell you that it doesn’t. For exam-
ple, I know God desires a close, personal relation-
ship with me, but if my feet hit the floor in the 
morning with a household project looming over my 
head, the entire day can pass without me saying a 
single word to my Lord. I know I am not to accumu-
late “stuff” in the way of material wealth, but to 
store my treasures in heaven, filling that ware-
house with good thoughts and deeds done in ser-
vice to God. Yet, every drawer, cupboard, and clos-
et in my home (as well as an off-site storage unit) 
contains things I never use and can’t possibly take 
to heaven. I know God wants me to forgive those 
who offend me, but instead, I use their offenses 
like consumer stamps, pasting each one in my 
memory book until I have enough ammunition to 
redeem them – for who knows what! And I know 
when adversity strikes and my world appears to be 
falling apart, that the first and only thing I should 
do is go straight to my omniscient, all-powerful, 
and all-wise God to tell me how (or if) to deal with 
it, but I’m a “get it done myself” type of person, 
and I try everything in my limited power and ability 
to solve the problem on my own – to no avail.  I’m 
sure some of you share this nemesis with me.   

So, what do we do about it?  As a new year begins, 
we once again resolve to let His will be done, not 
ours. We once again resolve to go to Him first, not 
last.  We once again ask Him to forgive us for our 
self-righteousness and lack of humility. We endeav-

or to obey the laws He has written on our hearts 
and fully rely on Him to live and grow spiritually a 
bit more each and every day until He calls us 
home.  And we live in the hope and expectation – 
each and every day of the year ahead – that this 
will happen, just as we have resolved.  Amen?  
Amen!!! 

Praying in One Accord - We can resolve to live in 
one accord with God’s will for us, but it takes a 
close, personal relationship with Him to make our 
resolve a reality. 

Accord Prayer - Lord Christ, resolutions mean 
nothing if we lack the power to carry them out; 
please fill us with the power of Your Holy Spirit, so 
everything we do brings glory and honor to You. 
In Your Name we pray. Amen. 

Prayer of Thanksgiving - Heavenly Father, Your 
Word always accomplishes what it is sent to do; 
thank You for sending Your Word to dwell with us 
and accomplish Your will in us. Amen. 

 
 
Greeter Table Announcements 
 

UPDATE-UPDATE-UPDATE! 

Sunday Service:  THIS 
SUNDAY!  . . . . .   

January 5th, will be 
an “Instructed Eucha-
rist” 

Liturgical worship is a hallmark of Anglicanism. 
The most frequently asked questions from visitors 
and new members concern various aspects of the 
worship service: “Why do you this?” or “What 
does this mean?” 

In an effort to help answer these important ques-
tions, we will spend Sunday, January 12th walking 
through the  liturgy, explaining the various 
“movements” along the way.  Don’t miss it! 

Photos 

If you wish to purchase your photo 
from Randy Smith, he has a special 
package for $25! Package includes one 
8x10, two 5x7’s and eight wallet size.  Wallet size 
can be substituted.  



 

 

 

 

Flight to Egypt 

 
 

 
AT TENTION!  

Ministry Leaders! If you head up a ministry, i.e. 

Prayers & Squares, Altar Guild, Sunday School, 

etc., please get your “year-in-review” report to 

the church office by January 6th for the Annual 

Meeting Report!   Thanks! 
 

 

The January Potluck (Jan. 
19) will be Soup, Salad & De-
sert!  A sign-up sheet is avail-
able for you to make your 
choice! Hospitality will provide the crackers. Our 
ANNUAL Meeting follows lunch! 
 

Bishop’s Visit! 

Our Bishop, The Rev. Dr. M. 
Keith Andrews, will be here 
on January 26th. If you or 
someone you know would 
like to be received or con-
firmed in the Anglican 
Church on this day, please let 
Fr. Austin know!  

NOTE: There will be an additional POT LUCK on 

this day to celebrate the Bishop’s visit!                

Bring a dish to share! 

Join us for a look at 
Paul’s missionary jour-
neys through the per-
spective of his letters 
that he wrote to the vari-
ous churches he started 
along the way. Our first 
gathering will be 
Wednesday, Jan. 8 at 2 
p.m. at the church office 
(1300 S. 5th Ave.), as we dive into Galatians. 
We will be studying the letters in the order 
Paul wrote them.  

Second Christmas Word Search 



ord, we ask you to 
comfort and sustain 
all who in this transito-

ry life are in sickness, or any 
other adversity. Open the 
hearts to know your love and feel your presence.   
 
 

We pray for Abbie Bundy, Alfredo & Lilian Campa,  
Betty (Bo Peep) Penny, Donna, Kate Campa,  Zoe 

Hawk, Rob, Madelyn, Nancy Meek Nora Gambling, 
Mark Greer, Dcn. Linda, Bob Engelhardt, Scotty 

Haskell, David Wayman, Christian Stanley,  
Chuck Scott, Scotty Mac Stubblefield,  

Randy Smith & Family, and Laura 
 
 

If you would like to submit prayer requests for this news-
letter or if you have any updates, please contact the 

church office at 928-343-9551,  or ctryuma@gmail.com 
 

PRAYERS FOR THE DEANERY OF ARIZONA 

The Rev.Jerry and Sharon Bouck, with Wendy, Rebecca 
and Andrew, Holy Redeemer Anglican Church, Tucson 
AZ  

The Rev. Peter and Julie Forbes,  Kings Cross, Tucson 
(Oro Valley), AZ 

If you are not on the Birthday list, that means  

we don’t have your birthday recorded in our files!  

Please send your birthday (year not needed      ),  

to the office so we can wish you a happy day! 

Trujillo, Antero 1/3 

Bragg, Faithe 1/4 

Pyper, Sandra 1/4 

Bryan, Pamela 1/7 

Durham, Hugh 1/10 

Greenlund, Leon 1/12 

Meek, Selah 1/14 

Ramsey, Barbara 1/15 

Polston, Andrew 1/17 

Mansfield, Mary 1/18 

Polston, Benjamin 1/19 

Thomas, Merritt 1/19 

Sunday, January 5 

 9 a.m.   Rector’s Forum   

10 a.m. Worship Service—Instructed Eucharist 

1 p.m.  Pastoral Visitation–Yuma Rehab Hospital 

 

Tuesday, January 7 

6:30 a.m. Bible Study at the Church Office 
 

Wednesday, January  8 

6:30 p.m. Parish Council 
 

Sunday, January 12 

 9 a.m.   Rector’s Forum  

10 a.m. Worship Service 1 p.m.  Pastoral Visitation
–Yuma Rehab Hospital

In order to have unity,  
we must have reconciliation.  

As human beings, we must empty  
ourselves of all hatred and envy  
and be filled with love, blessing, 

 and the grace of God.  
This can only happen when  

we open ourselves to God’s plan  
for us and for all humanity and  
become ambassadors for Christ,  

seeking to share the  
message of reconciliation.  

mailto:ctryuma@gmail.com
https://adventword.org/en/unity/#
https://adventword.org/en/unity/#
https://adventword.org/en/unity/#


Sun. Mon. Tue. Wed. Thu. Fri. Sat. 

1 2 3 4 

 

 
 

 9:a.m. 
Prayers & 
Squares 
11:a.m. 
Women's  
Fellowship Lunch 

 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

9 a.m.  
Rector’s Forum 
 

10 a.m.  
Instructed 
Eucharist 

 

Epiphany 
 

 Office Closed 

6:30 a.m. Bible 
Study @ Starbucks 
 

2:00 p.m. Bible 
Study (Church 
Office) 
5:30 p.m. 
Eucharist Service 
6:30 p.m. 
Parish Council 

 
 

9:a.m. 
Prayers & 
Squares 

 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

 9 a.m.  
Rector’s Forum 
 

10 a.m.  
Holy Eucharist 

  
 

 Office Closed 
  

6:30 a.m. Bible 
Study @ Starbucks 

2:00 p.m. Bible 
Study (Church 
Office) 
 

5:30 p.m.  
Eucharist Service 

 9:a.m. 
Prayers & 
Squares 

 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

9 a.m.  
Rector’s Forum 
 

10 a.m.  
Holy Eucharist 
 

ANNUAL 
Meeting 

& Pot Luck 

 
 

Office Closed 

6:30 a.m. Bible 
Study @ Starbucks 
 

2:00 p.m. Bible 
Study (Church 
Office) 
 

5:30 p.m.  
Eucharist Service 

 9:a.m. 
Prayers & 
Squares 
 

 

 

26 
 

BISHOP’S 
VISIT &  

POT LUCK 
 

10 a.m.  
Holy Eucharist 

27 
 

Office Closed 

28 
6:30 a.m. Bible 
Study @ Starbucks 

 
 

29 
2:00 p.m. Bible 
Study (Church 
Office) 
 

5:30 p.m.  
Eucharist Service 

30 31 
9:a.m. 
Prayers & 
Squares 

 

Notes       
Women’s Fellowship Luncheon is held at EAT Asian Buffet 

Both Sunday and Wednesday Eucharist Services are held in the church sanctuary. 

Parish Council is also held at the church. 

Prayers & Squares meets at the Church Office 

 



 

 

 

 

FATHER AUSTIN MANSFIELD 

Invites you on a pilgrimage to 

ISRAEL – land of the bible 
March 8 – 17, 2021 

Day 1: Departure from USA, overnight flight including dinner, breakfast and in-flight entertainment.    

Day 2: Tel Aviv / Tiberias. Arrival at Ben Gurion Airport. We are met, assisted and escorted to our hotel by 

aviatours staff. We meet for dinner. (If you arrive early in the day, we will add sites on the way to the ho-

tel).    

Day 3: Cana / Nazareth / Caesrea / Tiberias. After breakfast we drive towards Cana (John 21:2) where the 

first miracle of Jesus took place, and then to Nazareth (Matt 2:23) to visit the place where he lived as a young 

boy and visit a typical house of his time. Drive to Caesarea (Acts 10:1ff), the port-city built by King Herod. 

Apostle Paul was put in prison here until he was expelled to Rome. We continue to the Baptism site at the Jor-

dan River, where those who wish, may renew their Baptism in this unique place. We reach Tiberias (John 6:1; 

21:1) for dinner.    

Day 4: Capernaum/ Tabgha / Mt. of Beatitudes / Magdala / Mt. Tabor. After breakfast, we descend and 

take a boat ride on the Sea of Galilee. In the middle of the sea we shut the engines and read the moving scrip-

tures: Matthew 14:2627. We reach Capernaum (Luke 4:31) to visit the ruins of an ancient synagogue and the 

Byzantine chapel at the site of Peter's House. We then continue to Tabgha (Matt 14:17, 19), the site of the 

Multiplication of the Loaves and the Fish, Mount of Beatitudes (Matt 5-7) and Magdala - home of Mary Mag-

dalene. We will ascend to Mt.Tabor– the site of the transfiguration of Jesus (Matt. 17:1-8). Return to our hotel 

for dinner and overnight stay.    

Day 5: Jerusalem – The Old City. Today we head south through the Jordan Valley to reach Jerusalem. Our 

first stop will be the Mount of Olives (Mark 13:3) with a panoramic view of both the "old" and "new" Jerusa-

lem. We follow the path down the Palm Sunday road to the Garden of Gethsemane (Matt 26:36) and the near-

by Church of All Nations. We then take a short drive through the Kidron Valley to reach Absalom and Zacha-

riah's Tomb. Continue to Mount Zion (King David's tomb) and the Upper Room (John 13:1ff), site of the Last 

Supper. Nearby is the house of Caiaphas. We reach our hotel for dinner and overnight    

Day 6: Qumran / Dead Sea/ Masada/ Jerusalem. We drive south to the Dead Sea through Masada, the pala-

ce-fort built by King Herod. Here, in 73 A.D., 960 Jewish zealots committed suicide rather than surrender to 

the Romans. The plateau is reached via a cable car ride with a spectacular view of the plains surrounding it. 

We’ll also dip in the Dead Sea – rich with minerals, God’s gift to your skin. Dinner and overnight in Jerusa-

lem.    

Day 7: Jerusalem. After breakfast we visit the modern city of Jerusalem, the famous Menorah near the Israeli 

Parliament (Knesset), the YadVa Shem Museum (the Holocaust Museum). Afternoon visit to the little town of 

Ein Karem, the town of Elizabeth and St John the Baptist (Luke 1:5) Our day ends with dinner and overnight 

in our hotel in Jerusalem.    Continued . . .  



Walk where Jesus walked 

Day 8: The Way of the Cross / Bethlehem. We start the day with a visit to the Wailing Wall (the Western 

Wall) - the last remains of the Temple built by King Herod and the Rabbi’s Tunnel which exposes to you the 

unique size of the Wailing Wall. We then walk along the Via Dolorosa “The Way of the Cross” with its 14 sta-

tions, ending in the Church of the Holy Sepulcher (Matthew 27:11-31). Next we then travel to the "little town 

of Bethlehem (Matt 2:1ff) and its' Church of the Nativity and Milk Grotto. Dinner and overnight in Jerusalem.    

Day 9: Jerusalem: For You! A day at leisure for your own independent explorations and activities, or addi-

tional optional sightseeing. Our day ends with a farewell dinner and overnight in Jerusalem. (If your flight de-

parts at midnight, you will be transferred to the airport after dinner).  

Day 10: Flight Back Home! Transfer to the airport. Arrival home in the U.S.A. on the same day. Welcome 

back. You have just returned from a lifetime experience.  

THE PRICE INCLUDES: flights from Yuma • 4 Star hotels • Two people in each room • Detailed in the pro-

gram excursions with an English Guide • Luxury coach • Luggage handling • Breakfast and dinner daily • 

Tickets to the historical places of religious interest that are included in the program • Transports to and from 

the airport in Israel • The total price of the pilgrimage is based on a group of no less than 15 people.  

 NOT INCLUDED IN THE PRICE: Single room supplement, Traveler’s insurance of $174, Tips of $9 per 

person, per day, bottled, beverages, personal expenses and lunches.  

 Estimated price: $ 3937 (Includes taxes of $539 known) Deposit for registration $275 (without insurance) 

or $449 (with travel insurance) Paid by check or Money Order. Insurance is an additional $174.    

REGISTER TODAY AND RESERVE YOUR SPACE! 

If you wish to register, please contact: 

FATHER AUSTIN MANSFIELD TEL: 928-247-4001 

Fill out the form and send with your deposit and passport copy TODAY!  

Final price will be known at the end of April 2020. If the price is higher than the estimated,  

you will have 30 days from the date the final flyer has been published  

to cancel your reservation without penalties and receive a full refund. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Don’t miss this chance of a lifetime! 



NOT INCLUDED IN THE PRICE:  Recommended tips of $9 pp per day, 

personal expenses and travel insurance of $174 Passports 

and Visas: Your passport must be valid at least until September 

17, 2021 American citizens do not need a visa to travel to Israel, 

other nationalities please check with us. Single room supple-

ment is $630 mandatory for the participant that does not have a 

roommate. Aviatours and your leader will try their best to find a 

roommate, but if we are unable to find one for you 45 days before 


