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In Word — Beloved
The Gospel passage for the First Sunday after Epiphany depicts
Jesus’ baptism. This major aspect of Jesus’ ministry was considered so important by the Early Church that it appears in every
one of the four Gospels. In them, John the Baptist is shown baptizing people in the Jordan River as Jesus comes to him to be
baptized also. John, having recognized his cousin’s holiness
since before he was even born (Luke 2:41), tells Jesus that he
should be baptizing John, not John baptizing Jesus. Then Jesus
tells John that in order to fulfill the prophecies in Scripture, John
has to baptize him.
So, John does it. And he sees the Heavens open and hears God
the Father’s declaration about Jesus as the Holy Spirit alights on
Jesus like a dove.
And behold, there was a voice from heaven saying,
“This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.”
— Matthew 3:17 (LEB)
We contemporary Christians tend to think of beloved as a term
of endearment from the Father to Jesus. We also tend to biblify
its pronunciation by making it three syllables instead of just two
(be-lov-ed). We do that with a few other biblical words like hallowed (hal-low-ed) and blessed (bless-ed). I’m not really sure
why we do this, since we’d never say, “I walk-ed to the store
and purchas-ed some stuff” or “I cook-ed dinner Thanksgiving
and then we watch-ed the Lions lose.” Yet despite our pronouncing beloved in a more biblified way, we neglect to notice
if there’s any real biblical significance to the term.
There is. A lot of it.
Let’s think about it logically. Is there anything really extraordinary about any father saying he loves his son? Put another way,
do you know any fathers who don’t? I know plenty of fathers
who wish their sons chose a different profession, spouse, or behavior, but all of them love their sons. Most are exceptionally
proud of their sons, and rarely miss an opportunity to brag about
them to anyone who’ll listen (it’s even more noticeable with
their grandchildren). So, “This is my son; I love him, and I’m
proud of the job he’s doing” is hardly worth opening the Heavens to announce. Obviously, God’s not going to tell John, “This
is my son; oy, I really expected better.” The Gospel writers are
telling us something very important that we totally miss because
we look at God’s statement as an emotional declaration of pride
and love for Jesus.
Continued . . .

John the Baptist knew his Scripture. His reference to
himself as “a voice crying out in the wilderness” is
straight from Isaiah 40:3. He also knew that beloved
son has a scriptural meaning regarding the Messiah.
The implication is I have chosen him. John would
have understood immediately the meaning we miss.
King David wrote Psalm 2 describing the coronation
of the Son. In it he says:
I will tell the decree; Yahweh said to me:
“You are my son; today I have begotten
you.” — Psalm 2:7 (LEB)
Isaiah also prophesied about him.
Look! here is my servant; I hold him, my chosen one, in whom my soul delights. I have put
my spirit on him; he will bring justice forth to
the nations. — Isaiah 42:1
Jesus describes himself to the crowd of disciples in
Matthew 12, after a confrontation with Pharisees in a
synagogue regarding healing on the Sabbath.
“[As God said,]Behold my servant whom I
have chosen, my beloved in whom my soul is
well pleased. I will put my Spirit on him, and
he will proclaim justice to the Gentiles. … 21
And in his name the Gentiles will hope. —
Matthew 12:18, 21
The Old Testament shows us other examples of people chosen by God being referred to as beloved by
him. God chose Solomon to succeed David as king.
And among the many nations there was no
king [Solomon] like him, and he was beloved
by his God, and God made him king over all
Israel. — Nehemiah 13:26
God’s salvation is offered to those whom he has chosen:
…so that your beloved ones may be rescued.
Save by your right hand and answer us. —
Psalm 60:5; 108:6
Jeremiah uses the term to describe the nation of Israel, whom God had chosen to be his people yet allowed to be defeated and brought into exile in Babylon as a result of their continued sinfulness.
I have forsaken my house. I have abandoned
my inheritance. I have given the beloved one
of my heart into the hand of her enemies. —
Jeremiah 12:7
When Daniel had his vision, in which a man shown in
Heavenly splendor (considered by many to be the pre
-incarnate Jesus) appears to him and declares him to
be chosen by God for a specific purpose, the man in
the vision uses the same phrasing.

And he said to me, “Daniel, a man beloved,
pay attention to the words that I am speaking
to you and stand upright where you are, for I
have now been sent to you.” — Daniel 10:11
One of the more blatant examples of being loved by
God meaning chosen is Jacob. In Psalm 47, the sons
of Korah refer to it.
He chooses for us our inheritance, the pride of
Jacob whom he loves. — Psalm 47:4 (LEB)
Similarly, the biblical use of the word hate can mean
something different from the emotionally charged intense dislike we think of nowadays. It often simply
means not chosen. The prime example is Malachi’s
statement from God concerning both Jacob and Esau.
“I have loved you,” says Yahweh, but you
say, “How have you loved us?” “Is Esau not
Jacob’s brother?” declares Yahweh. “I have
loved Jacob, 3 but Esau I have hated…” —
Malachi 1:2–3
The prominent placement of Jesus’ baptism in all four
Gospels, and the inclusion of God’s declaration of
Jesus as beloved Son, in whom he is well pleased is a
deliberate reference to Jesus as the promised Messiah,
the chosen one, through whom God’s promise of salvation was to be fulfilled.
This wasn’t just a father expressing his devotion for
his magnificent Son. It was a heavenly anointing for
Jesus’ kingship, a public pronouncement of Jesus’ divinity and supreme authority. The lamb of God who
takes away the sin of the world was also the promised
Lion of Judah.
He is the beloved of all.
Grace and Peace,
Fr. Austin

Readings for the First Sunday
Of the Epiphany
Isaiah 42:1-9 Psalm 29
Acts 10:34-43
Matthew 3:13-17

Those Who Serve
Greeter – Motty Durham
Ushers – Dorothy & Chuck Warner
Lessons – Al Manning
Prayers – Ann Traverso
Chalice – Jeffrey Polston & Sherri Wayman
Counters – Jennifer Kircher &Hillary Thomas
Altar Guild – Mary Sue Houston & Sherri Wayman
Noisy Offering Recipient – Community Assistance Fund
Coffee Hour – Connie Whitener & Cecelia Young

January 5, 2020
Attendance: 59
Weekly Offering Received: $3,036.00
Noisy Offering Received (New Life Ministries) $54.06

CTR Prayer Project
John 8:12 - Then Jesus spoke to them again, saying,
“I am the Light of the world. He who follows me
will not walk in darkness but will have the Light of
life.”
If you were to ask me why I love living in the desert, my answer would be that I love waking up
nearly every morning to bright, blue skies and sunshine. I grew up in Southern California, where it
was often overcast until mid-morning, and I attended college in the Bay Area, where fog and rain often hid the sun most of the day.
We’re in the Church Season of Epiphany now, and
during both Christmas and Epiphany, we are focused on God’s Light. We light candles throughout
the Church year to symbolize God’s Presence with
us as we worship. We light different Advent candles during the four Sundays in Advent. We put out
extra candles in our homes at Christmas, and during Epiphany, our attention turns to the lights in
the heavens. During the Creation, Jesus created
the heavenly lights. During the Exodus, God’s Presence with the Israelites was evidenced by the pillar
of fire (light) at night. In Psalm 36, David says the
Lord is his light and his salvation. In his prophecy
about the Messiah’s birth, Isaiah tells us that a light
has dawned on those living in the land of the shadow of death (Isa. 9:2), and in Isaiah 60:19-20, he further prophesies that in God’s Kingdom, the sun will
no more be our light by day, for the Lord will be
our everlasting light, and the sun will never set
again.
We don’t tend to see these as miracles, but they
certainly are. None of these could have or will take
place naturally; they all require divine intervention,
just like that brilliant star that led the wise men to
the Christ Child long ago. My husband and I spend
our summers in the mountains, away from the
bright city lights, and we see the sky filled with a
myriad of stars, with an occasional “shooting” star.
But we never see a star moving like a satellite station from east to west across the sky, causing our

focus to follow where it is headed. It’s interesting
to ponder how often “light” is associated with
God in the Bible. He is the One who brings light to
dispel the darkness of our sin. He is the One who
helps us walk in the Light of His righteousness. He,
who called Himself the Light of the world, fills us
with the Light of His Truth, as we experience each
and every one of those “Aha!” moments while
hearing or reading His Word. And His bright Light
comes to live inside each of us who, by faith,
acknowledge the True Light in our midst.
In the Book of Revelation (22:16), the Apostle John
quotes Jesus as calling Himself “the bright Morning Star”. One day that Morning Star will reappear, brighter than the sunlight on a clear desert morn, and the whole earth will behold His glory. In the meantime, He is counting on us to allow
His glory---His Light---to be revealed in and through
us.
Praying in One Accord - When the Light comes on
in our hearts and minds and we acknowledge
Christ as our Bright Morning Star, we are in one
accord with His divine Plan of Redemption.
Accord Prayer - Lord Christ, we live in a world that
is increasingly moving toward darkness; embolden
us to encourage those around us to join us in Your
glorious Light. In Your Name we pray. Amen.
Prayer of Thanksgiving - Heavenly Father, thank
You for giving us so many reminders of Your inimitable Light; thank You for putting Your True Light
in us and for helping us be aglow with love for
both You and our fellow man. Amen.

Greeter Table Announcements
As most of you know
my wife (Patty) & I
have been taking photos of everyone for
the parish directory. As is normal, when trying to get everyone
done, we miss a few and some would like to have
their photo taken over again. I know that there
were several folks that were not here when we
finished with the three Sundays. So, I am setting
the studio up and have scheduled two re-take
days— and will entertain scheduling appointments for those who cannot make either of the
scheduled days.
Continued . . .

•
•

1st Date January 09, 2020 from 2:00 to 7:00 PM
2nd Date January 12, 2020 from 2:00 to 7:00 PM
The address is: 9310 E Corral St, Yuma, AZ 85365
Phone: (928) 247-3924 or bumper1194@gmail.com
If you would like what I have offered as a package,
there is a $25.00 charge for the printing and this is
only to cover the cost of making the prints and
wear and tear on equipment. The photos for the
directory are not costing the church anything.
Thank you and God Bless. -Randy "BUMPER" Smith
January Potluck (Jan. 19)
will be Soup, Salad & Desert!
A sign-up sheet is available
for you to make your choice!
Hospitality will provide the crackers. Our ANNUAL
Meeting follows lunch!
Bishop’s Visit!
Our Bishop, The Rev. Dr. M.
Keith Andrews, will be here on
January 26th. If you or someone you know would like to be
received or confirmed in the
Anglican Church on this day,
please let Fr. Austin know!
NOTE: There will be an additional POT LUCK on
this day to celebrate the Bishop’s visit! Bring a
dish to share!
New Life Ministries
They are in need of more
Large size Diapers, especially sizes 5 & 6!
Thank you for any donations you can make!

Join us for a look at
Paul’s missionary journeys through the perspective of his letters
that he wrote to the
various churches he
started along the way.
Our next gathering will
be on Wednesday, Jan.
15 at 2 p.m. at the
church office (1300 S. 5th Ave.), as we dive
into Galatians. We will be studying the letters in the order Paul wrote them.

Back to the Desert Retreat #6
February 21-23, 2020
Mark your calendars now!
Plans are being made and Feb. 2020 will be here faster than the Holy Spirit. Spread the Good News!
You are invited to attend a fun weekend of spiritual
renewal hosted by Christ the Redeemer Anglican
Church. All denominations are welcome to join us!
2020 THEME
Be still and know that I am God. Psalm 46:10
The LORD himself will fight for you;
you need only to be still. Exodus 14:14
Highlights of the Weekend
 Witness/Testimony talks
 Great Music
 Fun Activities
 Holy Communion
 Great food
 Renew old friendships and meet new Christians
 Relax and soak up the love of God
Where: Trinity United Methodist Church, 3030 S. 8th
Ave. Yuma, AZ 85364
Cost: $40.00 Singles—or $80.00 per couple
All meals included
Checks payable to Yuma Anglican Cursillo
Deadline: February 14, 2020
Sleeping Choices: Yumans can sleep at home!
1) Sleep at the church (cots with sleeping bags)
2) Motels (book now)
3) Guest in someone’s home (limited availability)

Calling all Cursillistas!! Save the Date!
As part of San Diego Cursillo, St. Paul’s Episcopal
Church will be hosting Ultreya on Saturday, January
18th! It will begin with a Pot Luck at 12:30 p.m. in
the Kinsolving Room. See you there!
1550 S. 14th Avenue, Yuma

ord, we ask you to
comfort and sustain all
who in this transitory
life are in sickness, or any other
adversity. Open the hearts to
know your love and feel your presence.

Candidates

We pray for Abbie Bundy, Alfredo & Lilian Campa,
Betty (Bo Peep) Penny, Donna, Kate Campa, Zoe
Hawk, Rob, Madelyn, Nancy Meek , Nora Gambling,
Mark Greer, Dcn. Linda, Christian Stanley,
Randy Smith & Family, Laura, Jo Beth Sharpensteen,
Archie, Annie, and Pat Levy Andrews.
If you would like to submit prayer requests for this newsletter or if you have any updates, please contact the
church office at 928-343-9551, or ctryuma@gmail.com
PRAYERS FOR THE DEANERY OF ARIZONA
The Rev. Dr. Ernest and Lalitha Victor, The Anglican
Campus Fellowship, Arizona State University.
The Rev. Peter Smith and Kristie Smith, with their children Cohen, Hannah and Ezra, Living Faith Anglican
Church, Tempe
Deacon Matt Allen and Tina Allen, with Tina, Brigid and
Aiden, Living Faith Anglican Church, Tempe

Trujillo, Antero

1/3

Bragg, Faithe

1/4

Pyper, Sandra

1/4

Bryan, Pamela

1/7

Durham, Hugh

1/10

Greenlund, Leon

1/12

Meek, Selah

1/14

Ramsey, Barbara

1/15

Polston, Andrew

1/17

Mansfield, Mary

1/18

Polston, Benjamin

1/19

Thomas, Merritt

1/19

We have three candidates who have volunteere
to serve on the Parish Council: Pat Fraser, Russell McNair, and David Wayman. If anyone else
in interested, please contact Mary Sue Houston
or Fr. Austin.

To Someone Special

January 18th is Mary Mansfield's 80th birthday!
Those who know her should send a card from
home, and for those who haven't met her, there
will be a card at the Greeters Table – be sure and
sign it!
Then next Sunday, we will be collecting gift
items, if you wish to provide one, and place in a
birthday bag for her. Fr. Austin will give her the
bag of goodies on her birthday, since she can't
join us at church.

Sunday, January 12
9 a.m. Rector’s Forum
10 a.m. Worship Service
1 p.m. Pastoral Visitation–Yuma Rehab Hospital
Tuesday, January 14
6:30 a.m. Bible Study at the Church Office
Wednesday, January 15
2:00 p.m. Bible Study at the Church Office
Sunday, January 19
9 a.m. Rector’s Forum
10 a.m. Worship Service
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Instructed
Eucharist
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6:30 a.m. Bible
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Study (Church
Office)
5:30 p.m.
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6:30 p.m.
Parish Council
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2:00 p.m. Bible
Study (Church
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Office Closed
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Rector’s Forum

Office Closed

10 a.m.
Holy Eucharist
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Prayers &
Squares

16

17

18

9:a.m.
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6:30 a.m. Bible
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2:00 p.m. Bible
Study (Church
Office)
5:30 p.m.
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6:30 p.m. Parish
Council

Notes
Women’s Fellowship Luncheon is held at EAT Asian Buffet
Both Sunday and Wednesday Eucharist Services are held in the church sanctuary.
Parish Council is also held at the church.
Prayers & Squares meets at the Church Office

31
9:a.m.
Prayers &
Squares
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FATHER AUSTIN MANSFIELD
Invites you on a pilgrimage to

ISRAEL – land of the bible
March 8 – 17, 2021
Day 1: Departure from USA, overnight flight including dinner, breakfast and in-flight entertainment.
Day 2: Tel Aviv / Tiberias. Arrival at Ben Gurion Airport. We are met, assisted and escorted to our hotel by
aviatours staff. We meet for dinner. (If you arrive early in the day, we will add sites on the way to the hotel).
Day 3: Cana / Nazareth / Caesrea / Tiberias. After breakfast we drive towards Cana (John 21:2) where the
first miracle of Jesus took place, and then to Nazareth (Matt 2:23) to visit the place where he lived as a young
boy and visit a typical house of his time. Drive to Caesarea (Acts 10:1ff), the port-city built by King Herod.
Apostle Paul was put in prison here until he was expelled to Rome. We continue to the Baptism site at the Jordan River, where those who wish, may renew their Baptism in this unique place. We reach Tiberias (John 6:1;
21:1) for dinner.
Day 4: Capernaum/ Tabgha / Mt. of Beatitudes / Magdala / Mt. Tabor. After breakfast, we descend and
take a boat ride on the Sea of Galilee. In the middle of the sea we shut the engines and read the moving scriptures: Matthew 14:2627. We reach Capernaum (Luke 4:31) to visit the ruins of an ancient synagogue and the
Byzantine chapel at the site of Peter's House. We then continue to Tabgha (Matt 14:17, 19), the site of the
Multiplication of the Loaves and the Fish, Mount of Beatitudes (Matt 5-7) and Magdala - home of Mary Magdalene. We will ascend to Mt.Tabor– the site of the transfiguration of Jesus (Matt. 17:1-8). Return to our hotel
for dinner and overnight stay.
Day 5: Jerusalem – The Old City. Today we head south through the Jordan Valley to reach Jerusalem. Our
first stop will be the Mount of Olives (Mark 13:3) with a panoramic view of both the "old" and "new" Jerusalem. We follow the path down the Palm Sunday road to the Garden of Gethsemane (Matt 26:36) and the nearby Church of All Nations. We then take a short drive through the Kidron Valley to reach Absalom and Zachariah's Tomb. Continue to Mount Zion (King David's tomb) and the Upper Room (John 13:1ff), site of the Last
Supper. Nearby is the house of Caiaphas. We reach our hotel for dinner and overnight
Day 6: Qumran / Dead Sea/ Masada/ Jerusalem. We drive south to the Dead Sea through Masada, the palace-fort built by King Herod. Here, in 73 A.D., 960 Jewish zealots committed suicide rather than surrender to
the Romans. The plateau is reached via a cable car ride with a spectacular view of the plains surrounding it.
We’ll also dip in the Dead Sea – rich with minerals, God’s gift to your skin. Dinner and overnight in Jerusalem.
Day 7: Jerusalem. After breakfast we visit the modern city of Jerusalem, the famous Menorah near the Israeli
Parliament (Knesset), the YadVa Shem Museum (the Holocaust Museum). Afternoon visit to the little town of
Ein Karem, the town of Elizabeth and St John the Baptist (Luke 1:5) Our day ends with dinner and overnight
Continued . . .
in our hotel in Jerusalem.

Day 8: The Way of the Cross / Bethlehem. We start the day with a visit to the Wailing Wall (the Western
Wall) - the last remains of the Temple built by King Herod and the Rabbi’s Tunnel which exposes to you the
unique size of the Wailing Wall. We then walk along the Via Dolorosa “The Way of the Cross” with its 14 stations, ending in the Church of the Holy Sepulcher (Matthew 27:11-31). Next we then travel to the "little town
of Bethlehem (Matt 2:1ff) and its' Church of the Nativity and Milk Grotto. Dinner and overnight in Jerusalem.
Day 9: Jerusalem: For You! A day at leisure for your own independent explorations and activities, or additional optional sightseeing. Our day ends with a farewell dinner and overnight in Jerusalem. (If your flight departs at midnight, you will be transferred to the airport after dinner).
Day 10: Flight Back Home! Transfer to the airport. Arrival home in the U.S.A. on the same day. Welcome
back. You have just returned from a lifetime experience.
THE PRICE INCLUDES: flights from Yuma • 4 Star hotels • Two people in each room • Detailed in the program excursions with an English Guide • Luxury coach • Luggage handling • Breakfast and dinner daily •
Tickets to the historical places of religious interest that are included in the program • Transports to and from
the airport in Israel • The total price of the pilgrimage is based on a group of no less than 15 people.
NOT INCLUDED IN THE PRICE: Single room supplement, Traveler’s insurance of $174, Tips of $9 per
person, per day, bottled, beverages, personal expenses and lunches.
Estimated price: $ 3937 (Includes taxes of $539 known) Deposit for registration $275 (without insurance)
or $449 (with travel insurance) Paid by check or Money Order. Insurance is an additional $174.
REGISTER TODAY AND RESERVE YOUR SPACE!
If you wish to register, please contact:
FATHER AUSTIN MANSFIELD TEL: 928-247-4001
Fill out the form and send with your deposit and passport copy TODAY!
Final price will be known at the end of April 2020. If the price is higher than the estimated,
you will have 30 days from the date the final flyer has been published
to cancel your reservation without penalties and receive a full refund.

Don’t miss this chance of a lifetime!

Walk where Jesus walked

NOT INCLUDED IN THE PRICE: Recommended tips of $9 pp per day,
personal expenses and travel insurance of $174 Passports
and Visas: Your passport must be valid at least until September
17, 2021 American citizens do not need a visa to travel to Israel,
other nationalities please check with us. Single room supplement is $630 mandatory for the participant that does not have a
roommate. Aviatours and your leader will try their best to find a
roommate, but if we are unable to find one for you 45 days before

