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In Word — Division
The season of Epiphany during Year A in the Lectionary focuses on the first few chapters of Paul’s First Letter to the Corinthians, at least that’s how we usually refer to it. In the first sentence of the letter, however, Paul says:
Paul, called to be an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will
of God, and our brother Sosthenes … — 1 Corinthians
1:1 (NRSV)
During the greetings portion at the end of the letter (1 Cor 16:19
-24) Paul mentions that he is the one writing that part:
I, Paul, write this greeting with my own hand. — 1 Corinthians 16:21
The only reason to do that would be to differentiate between
that part and the rest of the letter. The text of the letter is Paul’s
theologically, but probably not physically. The actual writing of
it seems to be done by someone else, most likely the person
Paul introduces in the first sentence. So, who is this guy Sosthenes whom Paul deliberately mentions, and why would he be part
of Paul’s ministry and correspondence with the Church in Corinth?
When Paul was first in Corinth establishing the church, the Jews
in the area brought him before the Roman proconsul, Gallio, for
violating their religious laws. When Gallio freed Paul and refused to hear about any Jewish religious issues, the people began to beat the leader of the synagogue — a man named Sosthenes, who apparently had riled everyone up against Paul. Paul
was in Corinth for about 18 months, during which time he could
have developed a strong rapport with the person who brought
the charges against him (Paul seemed to have that effect on
most of his adversaries). This is the only other mention of anyone named Sosthenes in the Bible. Since Paul is responding to a
letter from Chloe (a member/leader in the church in Corinth),
his mention of Sosthenes as the brother, rather than a brother
(“our” is implied, but not a direct translation), indicates the recipients would recognize the name without any identifying explanation needed.
Another thing that’s helpful for us to realize is that Paul’s First
Letter to the Corinthians really isn’t his first letter to the Corinthians. He wrote at least one before this one; this just happens to
be the first one we have. Further along in this letter, Paul refers
to his previous one:
I wrote to you in the letter not to associate with sexually immoral people. — 1 Corinthians 5:9 (LEB)

So, it might help us to call this earlier letter that Paul
mentions “A,” and First Corinthians, “B.” There’s a
“sorrowful letter” Paul mentions in his Second Letter,
which we can call, “C.” And Second Corinthians
seems to be two letters combined (there’s a second
introduction in the middle), so it would be letters “D”
and “E.” Paul wrote at least five letters to the Church
in Corinth.
Each letter that Paul wrote (or dictated) is a response
to particular problems the Corinthian church was facing. In this week’s passage, Paul addresses the issue
Chloe contacted him about directly.
Now I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of
you be in agreement and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be united in the
same mind and the same purpose. 11 For it has
been reported to me by Chloe’s people that
there are quarrels among you, my brothers
and sisters. 12 What I mean is that each of you
says, “I belong to Paul,” or “I belong to
Apollos,” or “I belong to Cephas,” or “I belong to Christ.” 13 Has Christ been divided?
Was Paul crucified for you? Or were you baptized in the name of Paul? 14 I thank God that
I baptized none of you except Crispus and
Gaius, 15 so that no one can say that you were
baptized in my name. 16 (I did baptize also the
household of Stephanas; beyond that, I do not
know whether I baptized anyone else.) 17 For
Christ did not send me to baptize but to proclaim the gospel, and not with eloquent wisdom, so that the cross of Christ might not be
emptied of its power. 18 For the message about
the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the
power of God. — 1 Corinthians 1:10–18
(NRSV)
The church was splitting into factions based on the
individual teachings and perspectives of the church
leaders who led them to become Christians. The particular style preferences were being misused as dogmatic differences, meaning the behaviors and idiosyncrasies of the person who baptized them had become more important than their focus on Jesus himself and the good news of salvation.
Paul blasts them in declaring that they were baptized
into Jesus Christ, not Apollos, Peter, or anyone else—
only Jesus.
Twenty centuries later, we’re still doing the same
thing, ignoring Paul’s admonition. The World Christian Encyclopedia, in 2001, counted 33,380 Christian
denominations in the world. While their use of the

term includes what most refer to as “rites” (such as
the Byzantine Rite in Roman Catholicism), that’s still
a huge number of theological amputations within the
one Body of Christ.
Christians often put more focus on the divisions established by the founders or leaders in their denomination than in the unifying aspect of the Christ we’re
supposed to be following. John Calvin, Martin Luther,
Thomas Cranmer, John Wesley, Menno Simons, and
many others, despite their best efforts to draw people
together in worshipping our Lord, became flashpoints
for separation from those who disagreed with certain
methods or practices. We’re not talking about deep
theological heresies or immorality, but rather incidental issues such as sprinkling or dunking for Baptism. Christians tortured and killed other Christians by
the thousands over differences in methods of Baptism,
all for the love of Jesus.
Paul called on the Church in Corinth to stop focusing
on their petty differences and concentrate fully on the
Cross of Christ by which we receive our salvation.
Through Christ’s sacrifice on our behalf and his righteous, sinless life, we are freed from death and declared righteous by our Heavenly Father. The petty
arguments over styles of music (ancient or contemporary), types of seating (pews or chairs), modes of liturgical attire (vestments or robes), or similar inanities
draw us away from our mission as disciples and draws
us inward into self-absorption.
We are Christians, first and foremost, loved by God
and saved through his efforts, not our own. The only
contribution we can make toward our own salvation
are the sins for which we are redeemed.
We’re all in this together.
Your Brother in Christ,
Fr. Austin

Readings for the Third Sunday
Of the Epiphany
Amos 3:1-11 Psalm 139:1-18
1 Corinthians 1:10-17
Matthew 4:12-22
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January 19, 2020
Attendance: 83
Weekly Offering Received: $1,579.00

CTR Prayer Project
Jeremiah 17:5, 7, 8 - This is what the Lord says:
“Cursed is the one who trusts in man, who depends on flesh for his strength and whose heart
turns away from the Lord. But blessed is the man
who trusts in the Lord, whose confidence is in
Him. He will be like a tree planted by the water
that sends out its roots by the stream. It does not
fear when heat comes; its leaves are always green.
It has no worries in a year of drought and never
fails to bear fruit.”
When I was born here in Yuma in 1942, 8th Street
was the end of town. Everything on the mesa and
east of there was desert---tumbleweeds. There
were a few scattered homes in the valley on well
water and near the canals, where farmers could
grow some hay or vegetables, mostly with flood
water from those canals, but everything else was
dry. And the streets were dirt---no gravel or pavement. Hardly anything grew in people’s gardens; it
was too hot here in the summer.
By the time my husband and I were married in
1964, though, the end of town extended well beyond the Big Curve and the Yuma Mesa was covered with citrus trees. The mesa and valley were
still using the canals for irrigation, but it wasn’t
long before center pivots, side rolls, and drip irrigation turned our desert into an oasis. Now, Yuma
produces nearly all our nation’s winter lettuce and
green vegetables.
Jeremiah prophesied that those who trust in the
Lord will be like trees planted by the stream. They
will not be bothered by the heat (a sign of endurance under stress); their leaves will always be
green (a sign of spiritual health); and they will never fail to bear fruit (a sign that they are securely
connected to the “Vine”---the source of their spiritual nourishment). Those who lack the living water
that comes only from the Holy Spirit of God find

themselves dried up and unable to produce fruit.
But those of us who are being fed a constant supply of that living water have an abundance we can
and should share with those living through an endless drought.
The next time you are tempted to belittle or condemn someone who is behaving like a dried-up
prune, why not share some of your living water
with them, instead? Imagine what a difference it
will make when the Owner returns for the harvest!
Praying in One Accord - When we are in one accord with the Vine-Dresser’s plans for harvest, we
will happily and readily bear more fruit for Him.
Accord Prayer - Lord Christ, You are the Vine and
the Source of all Living Water; help us stay firmly
attached to You, so no matter what adversity we
face, we can continue to grow and mature. In Your
Name we pray. Amen.
Prayer of Thanksgiving - Loving Father, we are
blessed to have You provide us with a constant
supply of Your Living Water; thank You for giving
us opportunities to share with others all that’s
been given to us. Amen.

Greeter Table Announcements
Bishop’s Visit!
Our Bishop, The Rev. Dr. M.
Keith Andrews, will be here this
Sunday, January 26th.
Please join us as Star McNair is
Confirmed! And to be Received
into the Anglican Communion
are, Al & Diane Manning, Connie Whitener, and
Cecilia Young.
There will be a POT LUCK after the service to celebrate the Bishop’s visit! Bring a dish to share!
All those who attend the Women’s Fellowship
Luncheons are asked to assist with the reception
for our new Confirmand and those Received. Help
is also needed for setup of the Potluck/Reception.
If you can help, please call Dorothy Warner at 7268800 ASAP!
To Sally Johnson for making the
wonderful centerpieces for Sunday’s
Reception!

Continued . . .

The Noisy Offering collection this Sunday will be
presented to the Bishop. Thank You for your generosity!
NOTE: Please wear a Name Tag this Sunday! This
will help the Bishop know your name! Name tags
will be available at the Greeters Table.
Also, the Rector’s Forum will be cancelled for this
Sunday. It will resume February 5th.

Annual Meeting Reports

If you weren’t at the Annual Meeting last Sunday,
extra copies of the Annual Reports will be available at the Greeters Table on Sunday.
NEW Parish Council Members

Join us for a look at
Paul’s missionary journeys through the perspective of his letters
that he wrote to the
various churches he
started along the way.
Our next gathering will
be on Wednesday, Jan.
15 at 2 p.m. at the
church office (1300 S. 5th Ave.), as we dive
into Galatians. We will be studying the letters in the order Paul wrote them.

Third Epiphany
Word Search

Please congratulate our new members elected to
the Parish Council:
Sr. Warden—Sherri Wayman
Jr. Warden—Jennifer Kircher
New Members—Pat Fraser, Russell McNair, and
Dave Wayman

For your leadership, your faithfulness,
and your heart. May God Bless You!
Outgoing Sr. Warden, Mary Sue Houston, will now
serve as CTR’s Assistant Treasurer!

Ann Traverso received the
"Most Humble Servant"
award Last Sunday. Ann is
dedicated to many ministries
at CTR, including Prayers and
Squares, Lay Reader, Coffee
Hour, New Life Ministries
and more.
Congratulations,

Ann!
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ord, we ask you to
comfort and sustain all
who in this transitory
life are in sickness, or any other adversity. Open the hearts
to know your love and feel your presence.
We pray for Abbie Bundy, Alfredo & Lilian Campa,
Betty (Bo Peep) Penny, Donna, Kate Campa, Zoe
Hawk, Rob, Dcn. Linda, Laura, Jo Beth Sharpensteen,
Archie, Annie, Pat Levy Andrews, Mary, Austin,
Scotty Mac Stubblefield, Celia Horton,
Matty, and Wendy
If you would like to submit prayer requests for this newsletter or if you have any updates, please contact the
church office at 928-343-9551, or ctryuma@gmail.com
PRAYERS FOR THE DEANERY OF ARIZONA
The Right Rev. Keith & Gail Andrews, Bishop of the
Diocese of Western Anglicans.
The Very Rev. Thomas & Elizabeth Phillips, Dean of the
Deanery of Arizona.
Spencer Johnson, President of the Executive Committee of the Diocese.
Roger Pelham, Chairman, Steering Committee of the
Deanery.

Sunday, January 26
10 a.m. Worship Service
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Tuesday, January 28
6:30 a.m. Bible Study at Starbucks
Wednesday, January 29
2:00 p.m. Bible Study at the Church Office
5:30 p.m. Eucharist Service
6:30 p.m. Parish Council Meeting
Sunday, February 2
9 a.m. Rector’s Forum
10 a.m. Worship Service
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Notes
Women’s Fellowship Luncheon is held at EAT Asian Buffet
Both Sunday and Wednesday Eucharist Services are held in the church sanctuary.
Parish Council is also held at the church.
Prayers & Squares meets at the Church Office
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FATHER AUSTIN MANSFIELD
Invites you on a pilgrimage to

ISRAEL – land of the bible
March 8 – 17, 2021
Day 1: Departure from USA, overnight flight including dinner, breakfast and in-flight entertainment.
Day 2: Tel Aviv / Tiberias. Arrival at Ben Gurion Airport. We are met, assisted and escorted to our hotel by
aviatours staff. We meet for dinner. (If you arrive early in the day, we will add sites on the way to the hotel).
Day 3: Cana / Nazareth / Caesrea / Tiberias. After breakfast we drive towards Cana (John 21:2) where the
first miracle of Jesus took place, and then to Nazareth (Matt 2:23) to visit the place where he lived as a young
boy and visit a typical house of his time. Drive to Caesarea (Acts 10:1ff), the port-city built by King Herod.
Apostle Paul was put in prison here until he was expelled to Rome. We continue to the Baptism site at the Jordan River, where those who wish, may renew their Baptism in this unique place. We reach Tiberias (John 6:1;
21:1) for dinner.
Day 4: Capernaum/ Tabgha / Mt. of Beatitudes / Magdala / Mt. Tabor. After breakfast, we descend and
take a boat ride on the Sea of Galilee. In the middle of the sea we shut the engines and read the moving scriptures: Matthew 14:2627. We reach Capernaum (Luke 4:31) to visit the ruins of an ancient synagogue and the
Byzantine chapel at the site of Peter's House. We then continue to Tabgha (Matt 14:17, 19), the site of the
Multiplication of the Loaves and the Fish, Mount of Beatitudes (Matt 5-7) and Magdala - home of Mary Magdalene. We will ascend to Mt.Tabor– the site of the transfiguration of Jesus (Matt. 17:1-8). Return to our hotel
for dinner and overnight stay.
Day 5: Jerusalem – The Old City. Today we head south through the Jordan Valley to reach Jerusalem. Our
first stop will be the Mount of Olives (Mark 13:3) with a panoramic view of both the "old" and "new" Jerusalem. We follow the path down the Palm Sunday road to the Garden of Gethsemane (Matt 26:36) and the nearby Church of All Nations. We then take a short drive through the Kidron Valley to reach Absalom and Zachariah's Tomb. Continue to Mount Zion (King David's tomb) and the Upper Room (John 13:1ff), site of the Last
Supper. Nearby is the house of Caiaphas. We reach our hotel for dinner and overnight
Day 6: Qumran / Dead Sea/ Masada/ Jerusalem. We drive south to the Dead Sea through Masada, the palace-fort built by King Herod. Here, in 73 A.D., 960 Jewish zealots committed suicide rather than surrender to
the Romans. The plateau is reached via a cable car ride with a spectacular view of the plains surrounding it.
We’ll also dip in the Dead Sea – rich with minerals, God’s gift to your skin. Dinner and overnight in Jerusalem.
Day 7: Jerusalem. After breakfast we visit the modern city of Jerusalem, the famous Menorah near the Israeli
Parliament (Knesset), the YadVa Shem Museum (the Holocaust Museum). Afternoon visit to the little town of
Ein Karem, the town of Elizabeth and St John the Baptist (Luke 1:5) Our day ends with dinner and overnight
Continued . . .
in our hotel in Jerusalem.

Day 8: The Way of the Cross / Bethlehem. We start the day with a visit to the Wailing Wall (the Western
Wall) - the last remains of the Temple built by King Herod and the Rabbi’s Tunnel which exposes to you the
unique size of the Wailing Wall. We then walk along the Via Dolorosa “The Way of the Cross” with its 14 stations, ending in the Church of the Holy Sepulcher (Matthew 27:11-31). Next we then travel to the "little town
of Bethlehem (Matt 2:1ff) and its' Church of the Nativity and Milk Grotto. Dinner and overnight in Jerusalem.
Day 9: Jerusalem: For You! A day at leisure for your own independent explorations and activities, or additional optional sightseeing. Our day ends with a farewell dinner and overnight in Jerusalem. (If your flight departs at midnight, you will be transferred to the airport after dinner).
Day 10: Flight Back Home! Transfer to the airport. Arrival home in the U.S.A. on the same day. Welcome
back. You have just returned from a lifetime experience.
THE PRICE INCLUDES: flights from Yuma • 4 Star hotels • Two people in each room • Detailed in the program excursions with an English Guide • Luxury coach • Luggage handling • Breakfast and dinner daily •
Tickets to the historical places of religious interest that are included in the program • Transports to and from
the airport in Israel • The total price of the pilgrimage is based on a group of no less than 15 people.
NOT INCLUDED IN THE PRICE: Single room supplement, Traveler’s insurance of $174, Tips of $9 per
person, per day, bottled, beverages, personal expenses and lunches.
Estimated price: $ 3937 (Includes taxes of $539 known) Deposit for registration $275 (without insurance) or
$449 (with travel insurance) Paid by check or Money Order. Insurance is an additional $174.
REGISTER TODAY AND RESERVE YOUR SPACE!
If you wish to register, please contact:
FATHER AUSTIN MANSFIELD TEL: 928-247-4001
Fill out the form and send with your deposit and passport copy TODAY!

Final price will be known at the end of April 2020. If the price is higher than the estimated,
you will have 30 days from the date the final flyer has been published
to cancel your reservation without penalties and receive a full refund.

Don’t miss this chance of a lifetime!

Walk where Jesus walked

NOT INCLUDED IN THE PRICE: Recommended tips of $9 pp per day,
personal expenses and travel insurance of $174 Passports
and Visas: Your passport must be valid at least until September
17, 2021 American citizens do not need a visa to travel to Israel,
other nationalities please check with us. Single room supplement is $630 mandatory for the participant that does not have a
roommate. Aviatours and your leader will try their best to find a
roommate, but if we are unable to find one for you 45 days before

