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Fore Word — Sharing Flesh and Blood
The passage from Hebrews this week begins with “therefore,”
which reminds us that we should see what it’s there for.
Since, therefore, the children share flesh and blood,
he himself likewise shared the same things, so that
through death he might destroy the one who has the
power of death, that is, the devil, 15 and free those
who all their lives were held in slavery by the fear of
death. 16 For it is clear that he did not come to help
angels, but the descendants of Abraham. 17 Therefore
he had to become like his brothers and sisters in every respect, so that he might be a merciful and faithful
high priest in the service of God, to make a sacrifice
of atonement for the sins of the people. 18 Because he
himself was tested by what he suffered, he is able to
help those who are being tested. — Hebrews 2:14–
18 (NRSV)
A few sentences before that passage, however, the author says:
For both the one who sanctifies and the ones who
are sanctified are all from one, for which reason he
is not ashamed to call them brothers… — Hebrews
2:11 (LEB)
Jesus is the one who sanctifies, and we are the ones who are
sanctified. The author describes us as having the same father
(“all from one”), which unifies us with Jesus as brothers (sons
in biblical times had a specific legal status regarding inheritance, so women are referred to inclusively as sons and brothers
also). Since Jesus became human, the author indicates that he
and we share a physical as well as spiritual connection from our
father in Heaven.
Thus, the opening statement in the passage that since we share
the same flesh and blood (physical aspects), his conquering of
death enables us to be free from its grip as well. He had to become us in order to offer a sacrifice for us, because a sacrifice
must cost something. The Old Testament model of kinsmanredeemer authorized a family member (relative) to provide restitution on behalf of someone to redeem them from the penalty of
that debt. This was a foreshadowing of Jesus, who by becoming
one of us is able to provide the sacrifice necessary to redeem us.
Only a human could offer a sacrifice for humanity, but only God
could be worthy of offering it. Hence the need for Jesus to become human.
And because he was tempted like we are (though without suc-

cumbing to that temptation), he is able to help us in
our own temptations. Or to think of it another way,
we are more willing to accept the guidance of someone who has gone through similar difficulties as us.
“You don’t understand what I’m going through,” is a
common response when people remind us of our
shortcomings. Military, police, and firefighters quite
often won’t open up to any therapist (no matter how
qualified) if the therapist doesn’t come from the same
background. A parent who has experienced the horrible pain of losing a child is able to bring a type of
healing to someone undergoing the same thing that
no one else can. Shared experience, good or bad, creates a trust, a bond, that helps us get through the difficult times. When an addict or alcoholic goes to Alcoholics Anonymous or Narcotics Anonymous, they get
a sponsor who was in the same situation they now
face. They’re more willing to accept the tough love
and direction from someone like themselves who
overcame the addiction that’s holding them down,
than the same advice or direction from another person
who hasn’t been addicted.
Our recognition that Jesus has faced the same temptations we face enables us to accept his direction in our
lives more readily. We are saved by his sacrifice but
made righteous by his sinlessness. If Jesus sinned
(which, inexplicably about 40 percent of Christians
believe), he would not be able to offer a sacrifice on
our behalf for our sins, because his own sins would
first need to be atoned for. Only a sinless Christ could
atone for the sins of a sinful humanity.

Readings for the Fourth Sunday
Of the Epiphany
Malachi 3:1-4 Psalm 84
Hebrews 2:14-18
Luke 2:22-40

Those Who Serve
Greeter – Karen Packard
Ushers – Dorothy & Chuck Warner
Lessons – Bill Ramsey
Prayers – Maureen Light
Chalice – Mary Sue Houston & Alan Kircher
Counters – Jennifer Kircher & David Wayman
Altar Guild – Jennifer Kircher
Noisy Offering – Hospice of Yuma

January 26, 2020
Attendance: 83
Weekly Offering Received: $2,041.00

CTR Prayer Project
2 Peter 1:21 - for no prophecy was ever made by an
act of human will, but men moved by the Holy
Spirit spoke from God.

It caught me by surprise. I wasn’t expecting it, and
when it happened, it was so different from previous
encounters that I had to wonder if it really was the
Holy Spirit speaking. On several occasions in the
He did it for us. “The descendants of Abraham” is
not a reference to the Jews; it refers to Christians. The past, while teaching Sunday School or Bible Study
classes, words of wisdom have flowed from my lips
Apostle Paul refers to Scripture to explain the link
like melted butter, and afterward, I’ve known it
between Abraham and Christians.
wasn’t me teaching, but rather, my Lord. And there
Just as Abraham believed God, and it was
7
have been times when I’ve said something very procredited to him for righteousness, then unfound, and one of my students has asked me to rederstand that the ones who have faith, these
peat it so they could write it down, but I’ve not
are sons of Abraham.
— Galatians
3:6–7 (LEB)
been able to. Those words weren’t my own. But in
As Christians, we are descendants of Abraham. Jesus all those prior experiences, I’ve never broken into
came to save us. He is our savior; he is our king; and tears and trembled like I did last Sunday when I
he is also our brother. We are reminded of this relaspoke words of encouragement to one being Contionship every time we pray, “Our Father…”
firmed by the Bishop.
May his will be done.
The following day, while journaling, I asked the
Your Brother in Christ,
Fr. Austin

Lord to confirm that it was from Him, and He did.
You see, my father was an Episcopal priest, but in
all my years growing up in the Church, I never once
experienced the outpouring of the Holy Spirit. It
wasn’t until the mid-1970’s that I became aware of
the Holy Spirit’s presence with me. And after read-

ing “Nine O’clock in the Morning”, by Dennis Bennett, I began talking to the Holy Spirit on a regular
basis.
He’s the One who gives me the topic each week for
this page I write for the CTR newsletter. And next
week will be my 365th article (one for each day of a
year). I began writing them the year our Pastor, the
Rev. Austin Mansfield, arrived. Our congregation
was hurt and splintered over the departure of our
previous Pastor, and I hoped my articles would
unite us. Last Sunday’s manifestation of the Holy
Spirit was a sign that healing has definitely taken
place. We have a Bishop who understands the importance of the Holy Spirit in the life of a Christian.
We have a Pastor and Deacon who are comfortable
with the manifestation of the Holy Spirit. And we
have a congregation beginning to openly share
what the Holy Spirit is wanting to say and do
among us. Thanks be to God!
Praying in One Accord - When we are comfortable
with the manifestation of the Holy Spirit, we are in
one accord with all that is recorded in the Book of
Acts.
Accord Prayer - Lord Christ, the Presence of the
Holy Spirit in You was so apparent that John the
Baptist leapt with joy in his mother’s womb when
Mary approached; let our ministries for You today
be empowered by that same Holy Spirit. In Your
Name we pray. Amen.
Prayer of Thanksgiving - Loving Father, You promised to send us a Gift from on high; help us not only
to welcome the Holy Spirit You send to all believers, but also to call upon Him for power to live for,
serve, and glorify You. Amen.

Why God Never Received Tenure
at any University







He had only one major publication.
It was in Hebrew.
It had no references.
It wasn't published in an academic journal.
Some doubt he wrote it himself.
He may have created the world, but what has
he done since?









The scientific community can't replicate his
results.
The ethics board never gave permission to
use human subjects.
He rarely came to class and told the students, "Read the book."
Some say he had his Son teach the class.
He expelled his first two students.
Irregular office hours, sometimes held on a
mountaintop.
With such unpredictability, the results are
understandable. After all, our societal values must be maintained for posterity.
(Article published in "Arizona Quest"
by Nan Ross, September 10, 1994)

Your Mailbox is Full!
When your email box is full, you can’t
receive new email—and the sender gets
notified the email “bounced”. Same
with your phone message box—folks
can’t leave a message when voicemail
box is full. Please delete your old messages to
make room for new ones! Thanks!

Greeter Table Announcements
2019 Annual Giving Statements are ready! They will
be at the Greeters Table the
next two Sundays for you to
pick up. Those not picked up
by Sunday February 9th, will be mailed to the address we have on file.
To all those who worked behind
the scenes in preparation for last
Sunday's visit from our Bishop,
thank you very much. Several came to help move tables
and chairs, decorate, and get things
ready for the potluck/reception. A few helped by
checking the buffet table and beverages to make
sure we didn't run out. And many more stayed after to help clean up, move tables and chairs
back, wash dishes, sweep the floors, empty the
trash, and launder the linens. And Sally Johnson,
your lovely tulip centerpieces were a delight to the
eyes! So, once again, thank you to all who helped
in any and every way.

There were a few dishes left
at the church last Sunday. If
one or more belongs to you, please
pick them up and take home. Keep in
mind that whenever there is a Pot Luck, you
should remember to take home any leftovers, as
we don’t have space to keep them. Thank you for
your cooperation!

Women’s
Save the date: Friday,
February 7th at 11am
at EAT Asian Buffet.
Discussion question
will be: Tell us about your family! Sign up at the
Greeters Table.

Fourth Epiphany Word Search
The Presentation

Back to the Desert Retreat #6
February 21-23, 2020
Mark your calendars now!
Plans are being made and Feb. 2020 will be here faster than the Holy Spirit. Spread the Good News!
You are invited to attend a fun weekend of spiritual
renewal hosted by Christ the Redeemer Anglican
Church. All denominations are welcome to join us!
2020 THEME
Be still and know that I am God. Psalm 46:10
The LORD himself will fight for you;
you need only to be still. Exodus 14:14
Highlights of the Weekend
 Witness/Testimony talks
 Great Music
 Fun Activities
 Holy Communion
 Great food
 Renew old friendships and meet new Christians
 Relax and soak up the love of God
Where: Trinity United Methodist Church, 3030 S. 8th
Ave.
Cost: $40.00 Singles—or $80.00 per couple
All meals included
Checks payable to Yuma Anglican Cursillo
Deadline: February 14, 2020
Sleeping Choices: Yumans can sleep at home!
1) Sleep at the church (cots with sleeping bags)
2) Motels (book now)
3) Guest in someone’s home (limited availability)

Exported from Logos Bible Software

Congratulations Star McNair!

(Top Row ~ L to R)

Cecilia Young
Al Manning
Diane Manning
Connie Whitener

ord, we ask you to
comfort and sustain all
who in this transitory
life are in sickness, or any other
adversity. Open the hearts to
know your love and feel your presence.
We pray for Abbie Bundy, Alfredo & Lilian Campa,
Betty (Bo Peep) Penny, Donna, Kate Campa, Zoe
Hawk, Rob, Dcn. Linda, Laura, Jo Beth Sharpensteen,
Archie, Annie, Pat Levy Andrews, Mary, Austin,
Scotty Mac Stubblefield, Celia Horton,
Matty, Wendy, and Dana Morris

Well, we have a whole new year ahead of us. And
wouldn't it be wonderful if we could all be a little
more gentle with each other, a little more loving,
and have a little more empathy, and maybe, next
year at this time we'd like each other a little more.
~ Judy Garland

If you would like to submit prayer requests for this newsletter or if you have any updates, please contact the
church office at 928-343-9551, or ctryuma@gmail.com

Presentation
of Our Lord
Jesus Christ

PRAYERS FOR THE DEANERY OF ARIZONA
The Rev. Steven & Darci Balog, with their children
Nicholas, Jonathan, Asley, & James, Holy Spirit Anglican Fellowship, Prescott, AZ.
Ryan & Noleen Thurman, with their children Ethan,
Keilah, Micah, & Eleyana, the House Church,
“Apprenticeship to Jesus,” serving Grand Canyon
University, Phoenix, AZ.
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Sunday, February 2
9 a.m. Rector’s Forum
10 a.m. Worship Service
Tuesday, February 4
6:30 a.m. Bible Study at Starbucks
Wednesday, February 5
2:00 p.m. Bible Study at the Church Office
5:30 p.m. Eucharist Service
Sunday, February 9
9 a.m. Rector’s Forum
10 a.m. Worship Service

Sun.

Mon.

Tue.

Wed.

Thu.

Fri.

Sat.
1

As I have loved you . . .
~ John 13:34

2

3

9 a.m.
Rector’s Forum
10 a.m.
Holy Eucharist

9

Office Closed

10

9 a.m.
Rector’s Forum

Office Closed

10 a.m.
Holy Eucharist

4

5

6:30 a.m. Bible
Study @ Starbucks
1 Chronicles

2:00 p.m. Bible
Study (Church
Office) Pauline
Letters
5:30 p.m.
Eucharist Service

11

12

6:30 a.m. Bible
Study @ Starbucks
1 Chronicles

2:00 p.m. Bible
Study (Church
Office) Pauline

18

19

9 a.m.
Rector’s Forum

Presidents’ Day

6:30 a.m. Bible
Study @ Starbucks
1 Chronicles

2:00 p.m. Bible
Study (Church
Office) Pauline
Letters
5:30 p.m.
Eucharist Service
6:30 p.m. Parish
Council

25

26

Office Closed

10 a.m.
Holy Eucharist

LAST EPIPHANY

8

9:a.m.
Prayers &
Squares
11:a.m.
Women's
Fellowship Lunch

13

14

15

9:a.m.
Prayers & Squares

5:30 p.m.
Eucharist Service

17

9 a.m.
Rector’s Forum
10 a.m.
Holy Eucharist

7

Letters

16

23

6

24

20

6:30 a.m. Bible
Study @ Starbucks
1 Chronicles

22

9:a.m.
Prayers &
Squares

27

ASH WEDNESDAY
Office Closed

21

2:00 p.m. Bible
Study (Church
Office) Pauline
Letters
5:30 p.m.
Eucharist Service

Notes
Women’s Fellowship Luncheon is held at EAT Asian Buffet
Both Sunday and Wednesday Eucharist Services are held in the church sanctuary.
Parish Council is also held at the church.
Prayers & Squares meets at the Church Office

28
9:a.m.
Prayers &
Squares

29

FATHER AUSTIN MANSFIELD
Invites you on a pilgrimage to

ISRAEL – land of the bible
March 8 – 17, 2021
Day 1: Departure from USA, overnight flight including dinner, breakfast and in-flight entertainment.
Day 2: Tel Aviv / Tiberias. Arrival at Ben Gurion Airport. We are met, assisted and escorted to our hotel by
aviatours staff. We meet for dinner. (If you arrive early in the day, we will add sites on the way to the hotel).
Day 3: Cana / Nazareth / Caesrea / Tiberias. After breakfast we drive towards Cana (John 21:2) where the
first miracle of Jesus took place, and then to Nazareth (Matt 2:23) to visit the place where he lived as a young
boy and visit a typical house of his time. Drive to Caesarea (Acts 10:1ff), the port-city built by King Herod.
Apostle Paul was put in prison here until he was expelled to Rome. We continue to the Baptism site at the Jordan River, where those who wish, may renew their Baptism in this unique place. We reach Tiberias (John 6:1;
21:1) for dinner.
Day 4: Capernaum/ Tabgha / Mt. of Beatitudes / Magdala / Mt. Tabor. After breakfast, we descend and
take a boat ride on the Sea of Galilee. In the middle of the sea we shut the engines and read the moving scriptures: Matthew 14:2627. We reach Capernaum (Luke 4:31) to visit the ruins of an ancient synagogue and the
Byzantine chapel at the site of Peter's House. We then continue to Tabgha (Matt 14:17, 19), the site of the
Multiplication of the Loaves and the Fish, Mount of Beatitudes (Matt 5-7) and Magdala - home of Mary Magdalene. We will ascend to Mt.Tabor– the site of the transfiguration of Jesus (Matt. 17:1-8). Return to our hotel
for dinner and overnight stay.
Day 5: Jerusalem – The Old City. Today we head south through the Jordan Valley to reach Jerusalem. Our
first stop will be the Mount of Olives (Mark 13:3) with a panoramic view of both the "old" and "new" Jerusalem. We follow the path down the Palm Sunday road to the Garden of Gethsemane (Matt 26:36) and the nearby Church of All Nations. We then take a short drive through the Kidron Valley to reach Absalom and Zachariah's Tomb. Continue to Mount Zion (King David's tomb) and the Upper Room (John 13:1ff), site of the Last
Supper. Nearby is the house of Caiaphas. We reach our hotel for dinner and overnight
Day 6: Qumran / Dead Sea/ Masada/ Jerusalem. We drive south to the Dead Sea through Masada, the palace-fort built by King Herod. Here, in 73 A.D., 960 Jewish zealots committed suicide rather than surrender to
the Romans. The plateau is reached via a cable car ride with a spectacular view of the plains surrounding it.
We’ll also dip in the Dead Sea – rich with minerals, God’s gift to your skin. Dinner and overnight in Jerusalem.
Day 7: Jerusalem. After breakfast we visit the modern city of Jerusalem, the famous Menorah near the Israeli
Parliament (Knesset), the YadVa Shem Museum (the Holocaust Museum). Afternoon visit to the little town of
Ein Karem, the town of Elizabeth and St John the Baptist (Luke 1:5) Our day ends with dinner and overnight
Continued . . .
in our hotel in Jerusalem.

Day 8: The Way of the Cross / Bethlehem. We start the day with a visit to the Wailing Wall (the Western
Wall) - the last remains of the Temple built by King Herod and the Rabbi’s Tunnel which exposes to you the
unique size of the Wailing Wall. We then walk along the Via Dolorosa “The Way of the Cross” with its 14 stations, ending in the Church of the Holy Sepulcher (Matthew 27:11-31). Next we then travel to the "little town
of Bethlehem (Matt 2:1ff) and its' Church of the Nativity and Milk Grotto. Dinner and overnight in Jerusalem.
Day 9: Jerusalem: For You! A day at leisure for your own independent explorations and activities, or additional optional sightseeing. Our day ends with a farewell dinner and overnight in Jerusalem. (If your flight departs at midnight, you will be transferred to the airport after dinner).
Day 10: Flight Back Home! Transfer to the airport. Arrival home in the U.S.A. on the same day. Welcome
back. You have just returned from a lifetime experience.
THE PRICE INCLUDES: flights from Yuma • 4 Star hotels • Two people in each room • Detailed in the program excursions with an English Guide • Luxury coach • Luggage handling • Breakfast and dinner daily •
Tickets to the historical places of religious interest that are included in the program • Transports to and from
the airport in Israel • The total price of the pilgrimage is based on a group of no less than 15 people.
NOT INCLUDED IN THE PRICE: Single room supplement, Traveler’s insurance of $174, Tips of $9 per
person, per day, bottled, beverages, personal expenses and lunches.
Estimated price: $ 3937 (Includes taxes of $539 known) Deposit for registration $275 (without insurance) or
$449 (with travel insurance) Paid by check or Money Order. Insurance is an additional $174.
REGISTER TODAY AND RESERVE YOUR SPACE!
If you wish to register, please contact:
FATHER AUSTIN MANSFIELD TEL: 928-247-4001
Fill out the form and send with your deposit and passport copy TODAY!
Final price will be known at the end of April 2020. If the price is higher than the estimated,
you will have 30 days from the date the final flyer has been published
to cancel your reservation without penalties and receive a full refund.

Don’t miss this chance of a lifetime!

Walk where Jesus walked

NOT INCLUDED IN THE PRICE: Recommended tips of $9 pp per day,
personal expenses and travel insurance of $174 Passports
and Visas: Your passport must be valid at least until September
17, 2021 American citizens do not need a visa to travel to Israel,
other nationalities please check with us. Single room supplement is $630 mandatory for the participant that does not have a
roommate. Aviatours and your leader will try their best to find a
roommate, but if we are unable to find one for you 45 days before

