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In Word – From the Cross
The apostle Paul writes in First Corinthians 15:17: “If Christ has
not been raised, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins.”
That entire chapter is Paul’s explanation of the importance of the
resurrection to our salvation.
Without the resurrected Christ, there is no Easter, no salvation,
no hope. For us, there would be no heaven, no glory, and no redemption — just death and an eternity of separation from God.
And we should remember that when Paul’s letters were written,
as well as the Gospels, the people hearing them included thousands of people with first-hand knowledge of Jesus’ ministry and
crucifixion, so they would have been right there to contradict any
claims that were untrue about his death and resurrection. Yet history records no factual arguments against it, and Christianity
spread throughout the entire Roman Empire despite persecution.
As important as the resurrection is, it would not have happened
without Jesus’ acceptance of his own slaughter. Through his agonizing death on the cross, our sins are forgiven and our relationship with our Heavenly Father is restored.
Yet many people don’t believe Christ’s death on the cross atones
for our sins. And many also don’t believe Jesus was really crucified.
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Many of the theories that deny Christ’s death and resurrection
rely on our ignorance of what crucifixion really entailed. The Bible doesn’t describe the act of crucifixion in great detail, not because of a lack of evidence — but rather the opposite. Everyone
in that region at that time was personally familiar with crucifixion. Pontius Pilate had thousands of protestors crucified when he
arrived just a few years before.
The Gospel writers had no need to describe crucifixions to their
readers. We, on the other hand, are generally uninformed and
therefore easy prey for goofball theories about fake deaths or
missing bodies.
Crucifixion is a cruel and horrific method of execution. It maximizes the agony the victim suffers for the longest possible time.
Death usually took about 3 to 4 days of excruciating pain. In
fact, the word “excruciating” comes from the Latin words “ex”
meaning “from,” and “cruciate” meaning “cross,” translating literally as “from the cross.”
It involved first flogging the condemned man with a whip made
of leather strands with pieces of bone and metal tied to them. The
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victims often died just from the flogging. After that,
the victim carried a hundred-pound crossbar to his
crucifixion site. Jesus was nailed to his crossbar. Ever hit your funny bone? That’s the ulna nerve. Now
imagine someone driving a nail through it. After being raised onto the supporting beam, the condemned
man would die from suffocation after a few days in
that painful position. The Roman soldiers were very
good at their job. The penalties for failure were extreme. If a condemned prisoner escaped his execution, the soldier would be killed in his place. No one
left the cross alive.

Many theories exist about the exact cause of Jesus’
death — whether it was a ruptured heart, suffocation,
etc., but the important fact is that modern medical
evidence shows that there can be no doubt that Jesus did in fact die a physical death on the cross.
This is very important because the first argument
used against the resurrection is that Jesus didn’t really die on the cross. Since you can’t have a resurrection without a death, convincing people that Christ
didn’t actually die eliminates the need for any more
discussion about his resurrection.
This is the approach taken by Mohammed in the Koran, 600 years after the crucifixion. Islam accepts
Jesus as a prophet, but claims he never actually died
on the cross. Thus, they deny any resurrection.
Since Jesus did in fact die on the cross, however, we
can move to the next step: His burial.
The Bible says Jesus was buried in a tomb owned by
the Pharisee, Joseph of Arimethea. Tombs were very
expensive, having to be carved into the rock face,
and only family members could be buried in the
same tomb. A dead body of a non-family member
would defile the tomb, and it could not be used by
anyone else. And tombs are usually not temporary.
By giving Jesus his own tomb, Joseph removed any
possibility of he or his family ever using it themselves.
If the Gospel account were not true, Joseph of Arimethea—or his family—would definitely have come
forward and dismissed the crazy claim that Joseph’s
tomb had been used by some itinerant preacher. But
they didn’t. If you were going to make up a story,
you wouldn’t use a prominent, powerful person as a
key part of it. You’d use some guy that no one could
check on, or someone who didn’t even exist. But
they didn’t. Instead, they named a major religious
leader, a Pharisee. So, we can be sure that Jesus was
indeed buried.
This is where the story ended on Good Friday. The
Apostles didn’t have Easter yet. The crucifixion and

burial passages we read on Passion Sunday move us
forward to Good Friday, in anticipation of Easter. On
Palm/Passion Sunday we see Jesus’ triumphant entry
into Jerusalem with crowds cheering his arrival and
clergy plotting his demise. The cheers change to
chides quite quickly as Jesus is betrayed by Judas and
condemned, executed, and buried before the end of
the week.
We are meant to feel that same turmoil in our souls
this Sunday as we read the welcoming Scripture passages and wave our palm fronds in the air just before
hearing the Gospel’s depiction of Jesus’ arrest, trial,
and torturous death. We celebrate the resurrection
next Sunday, but on this one we endure the sacrifice
Christ made on our behalf. Crucifixion did not shorten Jesus’ ministry; it was his plan all along. Christ’s
incarnation leads to the cross, and without the crucifixion there would be no reason for Christmas.
The Passion gives us an understanding of the hopeless Jesus’ disciples felt—what life without Jesus is
like. We know Easter is coming; they didn’t.
Next week we celebrate Christ’s victory over death;
but this week we mourn the loss of hope, if only for a
moment. Rejoicing is sweeter having tasted sorrow.
In His Grace,
Fr. Austin

Readings for Palm Sunday
In Lent
Isaiah 50:4-9a Psalm 31:9-16
Philippians 2:5-11
Matthew 26:14-27:66

Those Who Serve
Lessons – Frank Durham
Prayers – Sherri Wayman

CTR Prayer Project
Romans 15:13 - Now may the God of hope fill you
with all joy and peace in believing, so that you will
abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.
May I suggest we all read this Scripture passage
again? Slowly, this time. Our God is the God of
hope, and He wants us to live in joy, peace, and
hope because He has already defeated death.
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How did He do that? By taking all of our sins to the
Cross! How do we receive this hope? By believing!
Why is believing so important? It’s because our belief is the key to receiving the Holy Spirit, and without the Holy Spirit, we lack the power to defeat
Satan or anything Satan may try to use against us.
Like a deadly virus. Like fear and anxiety. Like discouragement.
Do you know anyone who is fearful right now? Are
we, ourselves, anxious about this pandemic? Then
we may be giving in to the enemy’s temptation to
make us doubt God’s Word. Are we picking out the
things in the Bible we want to believe and leaving
the rest dependent on circumstances? Do we believe we are saved and are going to heaven, but
don’t believe that God is omniscient and omnipotent – that He is fully aware of all we are experiencing and is one giant step ahead of us? Do we really
believe that Jesus has been given all authority in
heaven and on earth and that includes authority
over viruses? Do we really believe all of our sins
have been forgiven, including any that may have
brought about or hastened this pandemic? Do we
really believe we don’t have to do everything in our
power to earn our way to heaven – that it’s a done
deal – finished? Do we really believe that when we
are in Christ these physical bodies of ours die, but
our souls and spirits live on for all eternity – in
brand new spiritual bodies? Do we really believe
that God allows adversity to test our faith or to remind us of His unconditional love and provision?
If we truly believe all of this, then we have no reason for concern. Jesus is God, and God is in control,
so what is lacking? Our belief in His promises and
our trust in His goodness is what is lacking! And if
these aren’t lacking in your particular case, there
are plenty of people out there who can use some
encouragement and Good News right now. We
can’t give physical hugs at present, but we can pick
up the phone and call people; we can turn on our
computers and email them; and we can even sit
down, write a personal note, reminding them of
God’s faithfulness, and then send it on its way via
snail mail. God has given us unprecedented opportunity to witness to His amazing grace and love.
Don’t let this pass without using it for God’s glory.
Praying in One Accord - When we are in one accord

with God’s Word, our beliefs should be what determines our actions.
Accord Prayer - Lord Christ, as You well know, the
temptation to fear, doubt, and abandon our beliefs is mounting; strengthen our resolve to believe Your Word and trust Your ways. In Your
Name we pray. Amen.
Prayer of Thanksgiving - Loving Father, thank You
for all You are doing behind the scenes to orchestrate our response to this pandemic; thank You
that death has been defeated for those who accept Your Son, and that salvation is a choice all
mankind has been offered. Amen.

Christ the Redeemer
Services for Holy Week 2020
During the following services, only those people who are readers, acolytes, or musicians in
that service will be allowed.

Palm Sunday Service, April 5th
10:00 am
Live stream on Facebook:
Christ the Redeemer Facebook Page
(Please contact Motty Durham at 928-503-1674 for
assistance if you have any difficulty getting to Christ
the Redeemer’s page)

Special Music provided by
Jennifer Wayman & Kenna Tanaka
Following the service at approximately 11:00
am, Fr. Austin will remain in the parking lot.
You may drive through and receive Holy
Communion. (During the social distancing
restrictions communicants receive only the
host. Diocesan guidelines have only the priest
drinking from the chalice.)
Palm crosses and Stations of the Cross bulletins for our Good Friday online service will be
distributed with Holy Communion in the parking lot for a half-hour after the Palm Sunday
service.
Continued . . .

Palm Sunday Word Search

Good Friday Service, April 10th

The Passion of the Christ

12:00 Noon Stations of the Cross Live
stream on Facebook. If you have the
booklet it will facilitate your viewing.

Easter Sunday Service, April 12th
10:00 am
Live stream on Facebook
Special Music provided by
Jennifer Wayman & Kenna Tanaka

Greeter Table Announcements
Prayers and Squares
is still constructing
prayer quilts, either in
their homes or with just a few gathering at the
church office. If you have need of a prayer quilt,
please contact a member of Prayers and Squares
by phone.
The next Women's Fellowship luncheon, scheduled for Friday, April 3rd
has been cancelled. Yuma's restaurants are currently closed, so we will
not meet until further notice. We will keep you
posted.

If you get bored staying home, pick up
the phone and call someone you haven't contacted for a long time. Paula
Holm and Marge Scheafer are two
who would love to hear from you, or
maybe send a card.
New Mailing Address
Due to our Sunday service being
closed except for live feed on Facebook, you may continue to support CTR through your tithes and offerings by mailing them to the following new address:
Christ the Redeemer Anglican Church
PO Box 2919
Yuma, AZ 85366
Please continue to support CTR. Christ is needed
now more than ever.
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ord, we ask you to
comfort and sustain all
who in this transitory
life are in sickness, or
any other adversity. Open the
hearts to know your love and feel
your presence.
We pray for Abbie Bundy, Alfredo & Lilian Campa,
Betty (Bo Peep) Penny, Donna, Kate Campa,
Zoe Hawk, Rob, Dcn. Linda, Annie, Mary,
Scotty Mac Stubblefield, Matty, Wendy, Laura, Patty
Morris & Family, Aunt Dot, Uncle Joe,
and Pray for the World.
If you would like to submit prayer requests for this newsletter or if you have any updates, please contact the
church office at 928-343-9551, or ctryuma@gmail.com
PRAYERS FOR THE DEANERY OF ARIZONA
The Rev. Dr. Ernest and Lalitha Victor, The Anglican
Campus Fellowship, Arizona State University.
The Rev. Peter Smith and Kristie Smith, with their children Cohen, Hannah and Ezra, Living Faith Anglican
Church, Tempe
Deacon Matt Allen and Tina Allen, with Tina, Brigid and
Aiden, Living Faith Anglican Church, Tempe

Pray for the World

The following prayer from our
2019 Book of Common Prayer
(#106, page 677) is offered
here for your use during the
Communion portion of the service, as watching it streaming
on Facebook lacks the physical
availability of the consecrated
bread and wine:
For Spiritual Communion
Dear Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Holy Sacrament. I love you above
all things, and I desire to possess you within
my soul. And since I cannot now receive you
sacramentally, I beseech you to come spiritually into my heart. I unite myself to you, together with all your faithful people [gathered
around every altar of your Church], and I embrace you with all the affections of my soul.
Never permit me to be separated from
you. Amen.

Palm Sunday, April 5
10 a.m. Worship Service via Facebook
Good Friday, April 10
12 Noon. Worship Service via Facebook
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Easter Sunday, April 12
10 a.m. Worship Service via Facebook
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Notes
Church Office is closed from March 18th until further notice. Contact the office via email.
Parish Council is also held at the church.
Prayers & Squares canceled until further notice.
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FATHER AUSTIN MANSFIELD
Invites you on a pilgrimage to

ISRAEL – land of the bible
March 8 – 17, 2021
Day 1: Departure from USA, overnight flight including dinner, breakfast and in-flight entertainment.
Day 2: Tel Aviv / Tiberias. Arrival at Ben Gurion Airport. We are met, assisted and escorted to our hotel by
aviatours staff. We meet for dinner. (If you arrive early in the day, we will add sites on the way to the hotel).
Day 3: Cana / Nazareth / Caesrea / Tiberias. After breakfast we drive towards Cana (John 21:2) where the
first miracle of Jesus took place, and then to Nazareth (Matt 2:23) to visit the place where he lived as a young
boy and visit a typical house of his time. Drive to Caesarea (Acts 10:1ff), the port-city built by King Herod.
Apostle Paul was put in prison here until he was expelled to Rome. We continue to the Baptism site at the Jordan River, where those who wish, may renew their Baptism in this unique place. We reach Tiberias (John 6:1;
21:1) for dinner.
Day 4: Capernaum/ Tabgha / Mt. of Beatitudes / Magdala / Mt. Tabor. After breakfast, we descend and
take a boat ride on the Sea of Galilee. In the middle of the sea we shut the engines and read the moving scriptures: Matthew 14:2627. We reach Capernaum (Luke 4:31) to visit the ruins of an ancient synagogue and the
Byzantine chapel at the site of Peter's House. We then continue to Tabgha (Matt 14:17, 19), the site of the
Multiplication of the Loaves and the Fish, Mount of Beatitudes (Matt 5-7) and Magdala - home of Mary Magdalene. We will ascend to Mt.Tabor– the site of the transfiguration of Jesus (Matt. 17:1-8). Return to our hotel
for dinner and overnight stay.
Day 5: Jerusalem – The Old City. Today we head south through the Jordan Valley to reach Jerusalem. Our
first stop will be the Mount of Olives (Mark 13:3) with a panoramic view of both the "old" and "new" Jerusalem. We follow the path down the Palm Sunday road to the Garden of Gethsemane (Matt 26:36) and the nearby Church of All Nations. We then take a short drive through the Kidron Valley to reach Absalom and Zachariah's Tomb. Continue to Mount Zion (King David's tomb) and the Upper Room (John 13:1ff), site of the Last
Supper. Nearby is the house of Caiaphas. We reach our hotel for dinner and overnight
Day 6: Qumran / Dead Sea/ Masada/ Jerusalem. We drive south to the Dead Sea through Masada, the palace-fort built by King Herod. Here, in 73 A.D., 960 Jewish zealots committed suicide rather than surrender to
the Romans. The plateau is reached via a cable car ride with a spectacular view of the plains surrounding it.
We’ll also dip in the Dead Sea – rich with minerals, God’s gift to your skin. Dinner and overnight in Jerusalem.
Day 7: Jerusalem. After breakfast we visit the modern city of Jerusalem, the famous Menorah near the Israeli
Parliament (Knesset), the YadVa Shem Museum (the Holocaust Museum). Afternoon visit to the little town of
Ein Karem, the town of Elizabeth and St John the Baptist (Luke 1:5) Our day ends with dinner and overnight
Continued . . .
in our hotel in Jerusalem.

Day 8: The Way of the Cross / Bethlehem. We start the day with a visit to the Wailing Wall (the Western
Wall) - the last remains of the Temple built by King Herod and the Rabbi’s Tunnel which exposes to you the
unique size of the Wailing Wall. We then walk along the Via Dolorosa “The Way of the Cross” with its 14 stations, ending in the Church of the Holy Sepulcher (Matthew 27:11-31). Next we then travel to the "little town
of Bethlehem (Matt 2:1ff) and its' Church of the Nativity and Milk Grotto. Dinner and overnight in Jerusalem.
Day 9: Jerusalem: For You! A day at leisure for your own independent explorations and activities, or additional optional sightseeing. Our day ends with a farewell dinner and overnight in Jerusalem. (If your flight departs at midnight, you will be transferred to the airport after dinner).
Day 10: Flight Back Home! Transfer to the airport. Arrival home in the U.S.A. on the same day. Welcome
back. You have just returned from a lifetime experience.

THE PRICE INCLUDES: flights from Yuma • 4 Star hotels • Two people in each room • Detailed in the program excursions with an English Guide • Luxury coach • Luggage handling • Breakfast and dinner daily •
Tickets to the historical places of religious interest that are included in the program • Transports to and from
the airport in Israel • The total price of the pilgrimage is based on a group of no less than 15 people.
NOT INCLUDED IN THE PRICE: Single room supplement, Traveler’s insurance of $174, Tips of $9 per
person, per day, bottled, beverages, personal expenses and lunches.
Estimated price: $ 3937 (Includes taxes of $539 known) Deposit for registration $275 (without insurance) or
$449 (with travel insurance) Paid by check or Money Order. Insurance is an additional $174.
REGISTER TODAY AND RESERVE YOUR SPACE!
If you wish to register, please contact:
FATHER AUSTIN MANSFIELD TEL: 928-247-4001
Fill out the form and send with your deposit and passport copy TODAY!
Final price will be known at the end of April 2020. If the price is higher than the estimated,
you will have 30 days from the date the final flyer has been published
to cancel your reservation without penalties and receive a full refund.

Don’t miss this chance of a lifetime!

Walk where Jesus walked

NOT INCLUDED IN THE PRICE: Recommended tips of $9 pp per day,
personal expenses and travel insurance of $174 Passports
and Visas: Your passport must be valid at least until September
17, 2021 American citizens do not need a visa to travel to Israel,
other nationalities please check with us. Single room supplement is $630 mandatory for the participant that does not have a
roommate. Aviatours and your leader will try their best to find a
roommate, but if we are unable to find one for you 45 days before

