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In Word — Rolling Away the Stone
There’s a wonderful scene at the end of the movie The Passion of
the Christ, in which a light pierces the darkness of the tomb
where Jesus had been placed after his death on the cross. It’s
filmed from the perspective of someone lying in the darkness of
that tomb after the stone was rolled over the opening. The sudden
sliver of light is startling as the darkness is ripped open. The
stone continues rolling passed the opening and we see Jesus
walking out of the tomb, with the final shot showing the hole in
his hand.
It’s a beautiful scene, but not biblically accurate. Here’s how
Matthew describes that Sunday morning:
Now after the Sabbath, at the dawning on the first day of
the week, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary came to
view the tomb. 2 And behold, there was a great earthquake, for an angel of the Lord descended from heaven
and came up and rolled away the stone and sat down on
it. 3 Now his appearance was like lightning and his
clothing white as snow. 4 And the guards trembled from
the fear of him and became like dead men. 5 But the angel answered and said to the women, “Do not be afraid,
for I know that you are looking for Jesus, who was crucified. 6 He is not here, for he has been raised, just as he
said. Come, see the place where he was lying. — Matthew 28:1–6 (LEB)
An angel of the Lord rolled away the stone, not Jesus. He had
already left the tomb. Think about it. Jesus conquered death and
appeared to the disciples in the room in which they were hiding
behind a locked door. Jesus didn’t need the stone moved. He left
the tomb with the stone in place.
The only reason the stone was moved was to show that Jesus had
risen from the dead. In verse 6, the angel tells the women to
come see the place where Jesus used to be.
Easter is a time we celebrate new birth—miraculous new birth—
the kind that overcomes obstacles that overwhelm us. Our sinful
lives are removed, and we are recreated as new beings in Christ.
It’s also a time when we recognize God’s ability to do the impossible and make things even better than anyone thought possible.
Heading into this Lenten season, we were stunned by the decision that our lease would not be renewed. We faced an uncertain
future. We didn’t know where we would be going; all we knew
was that we wouldn’t be staying. As we prayed and discerned
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God’s guidance, we were led to sharing a facility
with another congregation from a different denomination. This new location has space for our office,
ministries, Bible studies, worship services, and is
available to us every day. Some areas are shared,
meaning our schedule has to adjust for some events,
but for the first time in our history, Christ the Redeemer will have our office and sanctuary at the
same location.
We faced an impossible situation going into Lent,
and God is bringing us out of it with a signed covenant for shared usage of a facility we hadn’t imagined possible.
No matter what hardships we face, whether they be
from this current pandemic and the restrictions imposed because of it, or any of the thousands of other
things that can seem to beat us down as we face life
each day, Easter reminds us that nothing is impossible for God.
Through Christ’s sacrifice on the Cross, and his glorious resurrection, we are restored in relationship
with our Heavenly Father. Through the empty tomb
we see the Father’s love for his creation and his desire to draw us all back to him.
He has commissioned each of us to draw others to
him through Jesus. The stone that holds us back from
reaching out to others has been rolled away. We
have been freed from the darkness of sin and brought
into the light of Christ.
And because of that we can once again shout,
Alleluia!
Grace and Peace,
Fr. Austin

Readings for Easter Sunday
Acts 10:34-43
Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24
Colossians 3:1-4
Matthew 28:1-10

Those Who Serve
Lessons – Frank Durham
Prayers – Sherri Wayman

CTR Prayer Project
John 8:36—So, if the Son makes you free, you will
be free indeed.
The other day, I was reading an article in The Anglican Digest titled, “The Soil of Neglect” (Summer,
2019), in which the Very Rev. Dr. William O. Daniel,
Jr. made this statement: “Religion is under quarantine.” Those of us who are following news about
the Covid-19 pandemic know a lot about quarantine. Those with the virus are told to selfquarantine, unless they are having trouble breathing. Those returning to the USA after travel abroad
are being asked to self-quarantine for two weeks.
Our daughter’s neighbor’s son just returned from
an LDS mission abroad, and he is self-quarantining
in a tent in his back yard.
But religion? Under quarantine? What could the
author possibly mean? Well, using Christ’s Parable
of the Fig Tree in Luke’s Gospel in support of his
theory, Dr. Daniel begs us to not focus so much on
the vines as we do on the fig tree. The vines are
growing and producing beautifully, but the fig tree
is not bearing any fruit. Dr. Daniel wrote that “our
churches have attended only to the soil of those
planted in the neat rows of our pews, neglecting
to be present and visible to those on the fringe.”
And lest we blame the clergy for only being priests
for parishioners, Dr. Daniel says we Christians, who
limit our religiosity to specific actions and times,
rather than making them a way of life, are causing
our religion to remain under quarantine.
During my lifetime, I have seen the Ten Commandments removed from the walls above school chalkboards; nativity scenes removed from the lawns of
public buildings; religious articles and quotes edited out of the Internet; and attempts to remove
any and all references to Jesus from stores at
Christmas and Easter. Am I guilty of speaking to,
helping, fellowshipping with, and praying for only
those I worship with each Sunday?
This week, Holy Week, we are focused on the
Cross---carried by our Lord on His way to Calvary
and borne by our Redeemer as He took the punishment for our sins on Himself. He is still carrying the
markings of the nails as proof that He is, indeed,
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the Messiah---the precious Lamb of God. Christ has
set us free indeed, but for what purpose? He has
set us free to have our relationship with God restored, to enable us to spend eternity in His Presence, and to help Him grow His Kingdom here on
earth. Are we bearing fruit, or are we dying on the
Vine? Only we ourselves can make the choice to
get out of religious quarantine and help nourish
that dying fig tree across the road. I guarantee you
that, if you so choose, it will bring back your Hallelujah’s! Easter blessings to all!
Praying in One Accord - When we are forgiven and
freed from the penalty of death, we need to be in
one accord with the Savior’s purpose for freeing
us.
Accord Prayer - Lamb of God, You made the ultimate sacrifice of love for us; help us share You and
Your unconditional love with all those who are facing eternal death, not just those in the vineyard
with us. In Jesus’ Name we pray. Amen.
Prayer of Thanksgiving - Merciful Father, thank
You for putting into action Your divine Plan of Redemption; thank You for sending Your Son to defeat death and open the gate to eternal life with
You. Thank You for making us free, indeed, so we
can help free others. Amen.

Christ the Redeemer
Services for Holy Week 2020
During the following services, only those people who
are readers, acolytes, or musicians participating in
the service will be allowed.

Good Friday Service, April 10th
12:00 Noon—Live stream on Facebook

Stations of the Cross
(Please contact Motty Durham at 928-503-1674 for assistance if
you have any difficulty getting to Christ the Redeemer’s page)

Easter Sunday Service, April 12th
10:00 am—Live stream on Facebook
Special Music provided by
Jennifer Wayman & Kenna Tanaka
For 30 minutes following the service you may
drive through for Holy Communion. Wafer only
due to Coronavirus.

Palm Sunday Blessings —
Coronavirus Style!

Greeter Table Announcements
to our Sr. Warden, Sherri Wayman,
and our Assistant Treasurer, Mary
Sue Houston, for time spent sorting
through and removing items stored in
our messy church garage, in preparation for
our move to Faith Lutheran's property the end of
this month.

Easter Sunday Word Search

Jesus Is Raised (Matthew 28:1-10)

of our
A ndmovespeaking
. . . Can you help?
While we have the packing
up almost done, we do need
help unpacking after 4/28. If
you’d like to volunteer to
help out, please let Mary Sue Houston or Sherri
Wayman know! We need
New Mailing Address
Due to our Sunday service being
closed except for live feed on Facebook, you may continue to support
CTR through your tithes and offerings by mailing
them to the following new address:
Christ the Redeemer Anglican Church
PO Box 2919
Yuma, AZ 85366
Please continue to support CTR. Christ is needed
now more than ever.

A Collect for our Healthcare Providers
Gracious God, give skill, sympathy and
resilience to all who are caring for the
sick, and your wisdom to those searching for
a cure. Protect them from infection and
harm by your great mercy. And strengthen
them with your Spirit, that through their
work many will be restored to health;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Exported from Logos Bible Software
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ord, we ask you to comfort and sustain all who in
this transitory life are in
sickness, or
any other adversity. Open the
hearts to know your love and feel
your presence.
We pray for Abbie Bundy, Alfredo & Lilian Campa,
Betty (Bo Peep) Penny, Donna, Kate Campa,
Zoe Hawk, Rob, Dcn. Linda, Annie, Mary,
Scotty Mac Stubblefield, Matty, Wendy, Laura, Patty
Morris & Family, Aunt Dot, Uncle Joe,
and Pray for the World.
If you would like to submit prayer requests for this newsletter or if you have any updates, please contact the
church office at 928-343-9551, or ctryuma@gmail.com
PRAYERS FOR THE DEANERY OF ARIZONA

The Rev. Dr. Earle Fox, Good Shepherd, Mesa
The Rev. Leo and Sylvia Laney, Living Faith, Tempe

Pray for the World

Durham, Susan

3/29

Ramsey, Bill

4/13

Smith, Patricia

4/17

The following prayer from our
2019 Book of Common Prayer
(#106, page 677) is offered here
for your use during the Communion portion of the service,
as watching it streaming on Facebook lacks the physical availability of the consecrated bread
and wine:
For Spiritual Communion
Dear Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Holy Sacrament. I love you above
all things, and I desire to possess you within
my soul. And since I cannot now receive you
sacramentally, I beseech you to come spiritually into my heart. I unite myself to you, together with all your faithful people [gathered
around every altar of your Church], and I embrace you with all the affections of my soul.
Never permit me to be separated from
you. Amen.

EASTER Sunday, April 12
10 a.m. Worship Service via Facebook

Sunday, April 19
10 a.m. Worship Service via Facebook
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9
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5:30 p.m.
Worship Service via Facebook

5

6

10 a.m.
Worship Service
via Facebook

7

8
5:30 p.m.
Worship Service via Facebook

Office Closed

MAUNDY
THURSDAY
(No Service)

12:00 NOON

GOOD
FRIDAY
SERVICE

HOLY
SATURDAY

via Facebook

12

13

10 a.m.
Worship Service
via Facebook

14
Office Closed

20

10 a.m.
Worship Service
via Facebook

16

21

22

23

5:30 p.m.
Worship Service via Facebook

Office Closed

6:30
Parish Council

26
10 a.m.
Worship Service
via Facebook

27

28

Office Closed

18

5:30 p.m.
Worship Service via Facebook

EASTER
19

15

29

30

5:30 p.m.
Worship Service via Facebook

Notes
Church Office is closed from March 18th until further notice. Contact the office via email.
Parish Council is also held at the church.
Prayers & Squares canceled until further notice.

24

25

FATHER AUSTIN MANSFIELD
Invites you on a pilgrimage to

ISRAEL – land of the bible
March 8 – 17, 2021
Day 1: Departure from USA, overnight flight including dinner, breakfast and in-flight entertainment.
Day 2: Tel Aviv / Tiberias. Arrival at Ben Gurion Airport. We are met, assisted and escorted to our hotel by
aviatours staff. We meet for dinner. (If you arrive early in the day, we will add sites on the way to the hotel).
Day 3: Cana / Nazareth / Caesrea / Tiberias. After breakfast we drive towards Cana (John 21:2) where the
first miracle of Jesus took place, and then to Nazareth (Matt 2:23) to visit the place where he lived as a young
boy and visit a typical house of his time. Drive to Caesarea (Acts 10:1ff), the port-city built by King Herod.
Apostle Paul was put in prison here until he was expelled to Rome. We continue to the Baptism site at the Jordan River, where those who wish, may renew their Baptism in this unique place. We reach Tiberias (John 6:1;
21:1) for dinner.
Day 4: Capernaum/ Tabgha / Mt. of Beatitudes / Magdala / Mt. Tabor. After breakfast, we descend and
take a boat ride on the Sea of Galilee. In the middle of the sea we shut the engines and read the moving scriptures: Matthew 14:2627. We reach Capernaum (Luke 4:31) to visit the ruins of an ancient synagogue and the
Byzantine chapel at the site of Peter's House. We then continue to Tabgha (Matt 14:17, 19), the site of the
Multiplication of the Loaves and the Fish, Mount of Beatitudes (Matt 5-7) and Magdala - home of Mary Magdalene. We will ascend to Mt.Tabor– the site of the transfiguration of Jesus (Matt. 17:1-8). Return to our hotel
for dinner and overnight stay.
Day 5: Jerusalem – The Old City. Today we head south through the Jordan Valley to reach Jerusalem. Our
first stop will be the Mount of Olives (Mark 13:3) with a panoramic view of both the "old" and "new" Jerusalem. We follow the path down the Palm Sunday road to the Garden of Gethsemane (Matt 26:36) and the nearby Church of All Nations. We then take a short drive through the Kidron Valley to reach Absalom and Zachariah's Tomb. Continue to Mount Zion (King David's tomb) and the Upper Room (John 13:1ff), site of the Last
Supper. Nearby is the house of Caiaphas. We reach our hotel for dinner and overnight
Day 6: Qumran / Dead Sea/ Masada/ Jerusalem. We drive south to the Dead Sea through Masada, the palace-fort built by King Herod. Here, in 73 A.D., 960 Jewish zealots committed suicide rather than surrender to
the Romans. The plateau is reached via a cable car ride with a spectacular view of the plains surrounding it.
We’ll also dip in the Dead Sea – rich with minerals, God’s gift to your skin. Dinner and overnight in Jerusalem.
Day 7: Jerusalem. After breakfast we visit the modern city of Jerusalem, the famous Menorah near the Israeli
Parliament (Knesset), the YadVa Shem Museum (the Holocaust Museum). Afternoon visit to the little town of
Ein Karem, the town of Elizabeth and St John the Baptist (Luke 1:5) Our day ends with dinner and overnight
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in our hotel in Jerusalem.

Day 8: The Way of the Cross / Bethlehem. We start the day with a visit to the Wailing Wall (the Western
Wall) - the last remains of the Temple built by King Herod and the Rabbi’s Tunnel which exposes to you the
unique size of the Wailing Wall. We then walk along the Via Dolorosa “The Way of the Cross” with its 14 stations, ending in the Church of the Holy Sepulcher (Matthew 27:11-31). Next we then travel to the "little town
of Bethlehem (Matt 2:1ff) and its' Church of the Nativity and Milk Grotto. Dinner and overnight in Jerusalem.
Day 9: Jerusalem: For You! A day at leisure for your own independent explorations and activities, or additional optional sightseeing. Our day ends with a farewell dinner and overnight in Jerusalem. (If your flight departs at midnight, you will be transferred to the airport after dinner).
Day 10: Flight Back Home! Transfer to the airport. Arrival home in the U.S.A. on the same day. Welcome
back. You have just returned from a lifetime experience.

THE PRICE INCLUDES: flights from Yuma • 4 Star hotels • Two people in each room • Detailed in the program excursions with an English Guide • Luxury coach • Luggage handling • Breakfast and dinner daily •
Tickets to the historical places of religious interest that are included in the program • Transports to and from
the airport in Israel • The total price of the pilgrimage is based on a group of no less than 15 people.
NOT INCLUDED IN THE PRICE: Single room supplement, Traveler’s insurance of $174, Tips of $9 per
person, per day, bottled, beverages, personal expenses and lunches.
Estimated price: $ 3937 (Includes taxes of $539 known) Deposit for registration $275 (without insurance) or
$449 (with travel insurance) Paid by check or Money Order. Insurance is an additional $174.
REGISTER TODAY AND RESERVE YOUR SPACE!
If you wish to register, please contact:
FATHER AUSTIN MANSFIELD TEL: 928-247-4001
Fill out the form and send with your deposit and passport copy TODAY!
Final price will be known at the end of April 2020. If the price is higher than the estimated,
you will have 30 days from the date the final flyer has been published
to cancel your reservation without penalties and receive a full refund.

Don’t miss this chance of a lifetime!

Walk where Jesus walked

NOT INCLUDED IN THE PRICE: Recommended tips of $9 pp per day,
personal expenses and travel insurance of $174 Passports
and Visas: Your passport must be valid at least until September
17, 2021 American citizens do not need a visa to travel to Israel,
other nationalities please check with us. Single room supplement is $630 mandatory for the participant that does not have a
roommate. Aviatours and your leader will try their best to find a
roommate, but if we are unable to find one for you 45 days before

