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Next Parish Council Meeting 

April 29, 2020 

Fore Word — Foolishness that Saves  

Alleluia! Christ is Risen! 

We declare this greeting during the Easter Season because we 
believe it is true. We believe it because the Holy Spirit lets us see 
the evidence for the resurrection and understand it. Paul reminds 
us in his comments to the church in Corinth that human wisdom 
doesn’t guide us to God’s truth.  

For the message about the cross is foolishness to those 
who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the 
power of God. For it is written, “I will destroy the wis-
dom of the wise, and the intelligence of the intelligent I 
will confound.”— 1 Corinthians 1:18–19 (LEB) 

Paul is quoting the prophet Isaiah (29:14) in his statement, and a 
few sentences later describes the cross as a stumbling block to 
the Jews and foolishness to the Gentiles. The Jewish leaders 
knew that if Jesus was stoned to death, his followers would con-
sider him a martyr and a prophet. To avenge the dishonor Jesus 
caused them publicly (by not getting trapped by their attempts to 
trick him), they wanted to ensure he was killed in the most 
shameful way possible, to ensure that no Jew could ever think of 
him as holy. They knew that the Book of Deuteronomy described 
someone killed by crucifixion (or similar means) as being cursed 
by God, and, therefore, that person couldn’t possibly be the Mes-
siah. 

[Moses said,] “And if a man commits a sin punishable by 
death, and so he is put to death and you hang him on a 
tree, his dead body shall not hang on the tree, but cer-
tainly you shall bury him on that day, for cursed by God 
is one that is being hung…”— Deuteronomy 21:22–23 
(LEB) 

The problem was that Jesus didn’t commit “a sin punishable by 
death.” He was wrongly convicted of blasphemy by the Sanhed-
rin (much like Naboth at the hands of Jezebel in 1 Kings 21:1-
16). Jesus is the Son of Man and the Messiah promised in Scrip-
ture. Claiming so would be blasphemy only if it were not true. 
So, despite Jesus’ means of execution meeting the criterion set in 
Deuteronomy for being cursed by God, his absolute innocence 
negates it. This is why Paul calls it a stumbling block for the 
Jews. A crucified man could not be the Messiah unless they had 
wrongly crucified an innocent man who really was the Messiah.  

For the Gentiles, heroes are portrayed as conquerors overcoming 
every obstacle or foe in their path. Stories about Hercules de-
scribe him as heroic and mighty even as a baby. In his crib, as 
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Making disciples who make disciples 

Second Sunday of Easter 
April 19, 2020 



two venomous snakes crawled toward him to kill 
him, Hercules grabbed each snake in his chubby lit-
tle baby hands and choked the life out of them. Her-
cules would have killed all the Romans trying to cru-
cify him; he would not have died in such a shameful 
way, quietly accepting his fate. So, to the followers 
of the mighty Greek and Roman gods, this humble 
rabbi killed on a cross couldn’t possibly be any kind 
of hero. He may have been a nice person, but obvi-
ously not a savior. To call Jesus divine would be to-
tal foolishness to them.  

In our reading from Acts this week, Peter, having 
just been filled with the Holy Spirit on Pentecost, 
tells the crowd that had been hearing the apostles 
speaking in different languages from multiple re-
gions that Jesus had indeed risen from the dead. He 
told the crowd that Israelites had Jesus crucified, and 
that God raised him from death’s grip as David 
prophesied in Psalm 16:8-11. He told them that Da-
vid died and was buried, but foretold Jesus’ resurrec-
tion as part of an oath sworn by God that he would 
set a descendant of David upon the throne.  

Peter says, “This Jesus God raised up, and of that 
we are all witnesses” (Acts 2:32). He calls himself a 
witness. He didn’t just believe Jesus had risen from 
the dead; he knew it. He had seen Jesus personally. 
The apostles were tortured and killed by horrific 
means for their claims about Jesus rising from the 
dead. Any one of them could have avoided death by 
saying it was a lie. They didn’t say that because they 
knew they were telling the truth. They had seen Je-
sus with their own eyes after the crucifixion. They 
even ate fish with him.  

No one endures torture and death for something they 
know is a lie. Many people have died supporting 
something they thought was true but turned out to be 
false. The Bible shows us followers of Jesus Christ 
declaring that they had personally seen and spoke 
with him after his resurrection.  

The Romans and Jewish leaders could have stopped 
the resurrection claims immediately by producing 
Jesus’ body. The stories were being told within 
weeks of his crucifixion, and the letters written to the 
various churches in multiple regions of the Roman 
Empire were being read within a few years, well 
within the timeframe for people who were around at 
the time of the crucifixion to refute any claims that 
were wrong. Yet there were no contemporary writ-
ings contesting any of the statements in the New 
Testament letters of Gospels.  

The empty tomb displays the defeat of death at the 
hands of God who has promised eternal life to every-
one who believes in his son, Jesus Christ. If you are 

willing to suspend disbelief, the Holy Spirit will 
strengthen your faith so that disbelief disappears.  

A tiny amount of faith is all Jesus asks us to bring. If 
we do that, he will lead us to the truth and we will be 
able to respond, 

“The Lord has risen indeed! Alleluia!”     

Grace and Peace, 
Fr. Austin 

 
 
 

 

Readings for the Second Sunday 
In Easter 

Acts 2:14a, 22-32        Psalm 16 
1 Peter 1:3-9 

John 20:19-31 
 

 
 
 
 

Those Who  Serve 
Lessons – Frank Durham 
Prayers – Sherri Wayman 

 

 
 

CTR Prayer Project 

Luke 23:46 - Jesus called out with a loud voice, 
“Father, into Your hands I commit my spirit.”  
When He had said this, He breathed His last. 

In his Easter Sunday sermon, our Pastor, the Rev. 
Austin Mansfield, made the point that the stone on 
Christ’s tomb was sealed by the Romans so His dis-
ciples would not steal the body and claim He had 
risen. He also reminded us that the angel came and 
rolled away the stone – not so Jesus could come 
out, but so the disciples could see that the tomb 
was empty. Jesus had already risen. Well, then, 
how did He get out? 

We are so focused on Christ, and rightfully so dur-
ing Holy Week, with the Last Supper laying the 
foundation for the Sacrament of Holy Communion, 
the foot-washing encouraging us toward humility, 
and the Crucifixion reminding us of the enormous 
debt of love and gratitude we owe our Lord, that 
we tend to forget about the Holy Spirit and all He 
was doing behind the scenes in preparation for the 
Resurrection. Think about it:     1) Prior to Jesus’ 

Continued . . .  



arrest, the Holy Spirit made sure Barabbas was 
thrown into prison for insurrection; 2) At the Last 
Supper, the Holy Spirit enabled Jesus to not only 
wash His betrayer’s feet, but to share the Bread of 
the Presence with Judas; 3) At Gethsemane, He 
strengthened Jesus so He could win the “battle of 
the wills” and fully surrender His will to that of the 
Father, so the Plan of Redemption could be set into 
motion; 4) During Christ’s arrest, the Holy Spirit 
saw to the healing of the severed ear of the High 
Priest’s servant; 5) At the house of the High Priest, 
the Holy Spirit prompted the rooster to crow at the 
precise moment that Peter denied Christ for the 
third time; 6) In the quarters of Pilate, He caused 
Pilate’s wife to have a prophetic dream, warning 
against doing anything harmful to Jesus; 7) On the 
road to Calvary, He made sure Simon of Cyrene was 
in the right spot to help Jesus carry His cross; 8) At 
Calgary, He put repentance in the heart of the thief 
on the other cross; and 9) When all prophecy con-
cerning the Messiah and the Crucifixion had be ful-
filled, the Holy Spirit---the Breath of Life---departed, 
so Jesus, the Perfect Man and Perfect God, could 
die!   

As Perfect God, with the Holy Spirit in Him, Jesus 
was immortal---unable to die. You see, as with Je-
sus, as long as the immortal Holy Spirit lives in us, 
we cannot die!  And that is the gift of eternal life 
which God gives to all of us when we make our 
confession of faith. Our belief brings with it the gift 
of the Holy Spirit, Who promises never to leave us. 
Jesus got out of the tomb the same way He got 
into the locked room where His disciples were 
walking; He is Spirit, and He walked right through 
the walls! The Gospels of Matthew, Mark, and John 
tell us that Jesus “gave up His spirit” (small “s”). 
The small “s” tends to indicate He gave up His hu-
man spirit, just like we do, but it is my contention 
that He gave up His Holy Spirit, Who was with His 
Heavenly Father until the third day---just long 
enough to prove to the skeptics that Jesus had tru-
ly died on that Cross. And then, the Holy Spirit re-
turned on Easter morn to breathe eternal life back 
into the Son of Man---and ultimately into each one 
of us!  Hallelujah!!! 

Praying in One Accord - When we are in one accord 
with God’s plan of eternal life, the Holy Spirit in-

dwells us and we cannot die; the body dies, but 
the soul and spirit live on forever. 

Accord Prayer - Lord Christ, we need Your Holy 
Spirit to seal us for eternity with You; help us not 
only know and acknowledge Your Spirit, but also 
rely on Him for our service and ministry to You. In 
Jesus’ Name we pray. Amen. 

Prayer of Thanksgiving - Heavenly Father, thank 
You for orchestrating every step of the Crucifixion 
and Resurrection, through the power of Your Holy 
Spirit; thank You for Jesus bridging the gap that 
once separated sinful man from our most Holy 
God. Amen. 
 

 

Greeter Table Announcements 

K udos to our Clergy, 
Wardens, Musicians, 

Lay Readers, and Altar Guild 
for all they did to make our Holy Week and Easter 
services so beautiful. Special thanks to Motty and 
Frank for making the live feed on Facebook possi-
ble, and to Jennifer Hart for her lovely solos. The 
Church is not a building. It is all of God's people, 
gathered in Jesus' Name, worshiping Him, serving 
Him, praising Him, and loving one another, even 
when called upon to do that at a safe distance 
from each other.  

C an you help us unpack? If 
you’d like to volunteer to 

help out, please let Mary Sue 
Houston: 620-271-2631, or Sherri 
Wayman: 928-580-9792 know! 
We need  

CTR’s New  Address! 

Our new physical address for BOTH 
the Church Office and our worship 
space is: 

2215 S 8th Ave, Yuma, AZ 85364  

Beginning once “Stay at Home” orders have been 
lifted, due to Coronavirus, we will gratefully be 
sharing our worship space with Faith Lutheran 
Church. Our worship time will change from 
10:00am to 11:00am at that time. We will keep you 
informed as things progress! 

Continued . . .  



Currently, our Sunday service is closed except for 
live feed on Facebook, please continue to support 
CTR through your tithes and offerings by mailing 
them to the following new address: 

Christ the Redeemer Anglican Church 
PO Box 2919 

Yuma, AZ 85366 
 

Please continue to support CTR.  Christ is needed 
now more than ever. 

 

 

Easter Sunday — 
Coronavirus Style! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Exported from Logos Bible Software  

2nd Sunday of Easter Word Search 
Jesus Among His Disciples (John 20:19–29) 

Top-L to R: Fr. Austin— Al & Diane Manning 
Bottom-L to R: Kenna Tanaka— 

Kevin Arrant, Fr. Austin & Frank Durham  

https://www.logos.com/


Sunday, April 19 

10 a.m.  Worship Service via Facebook 
 

Wednesday, April 22 

5:30 p.m.  Worship Service via Facebook 
 

Sunday, April 26 
10 a.m.  Worship Service via Facebook 

The following prayer from our 
2019 Book of Common Prayer 
(#106, page 677) is offered here 
for your use during the Com-
munion portion of the service, 
as watching it streaming on Fa-
cebook lacks the physical availa-
bility of the consecrated bread 
and wine: 

For Spiritual Communion  

Dear Jesus, I believe that you are truly pre-
sent in the Holy Sacrament. I love you above 
all things, and I desire to possess you within 
my soul. And since I cannot now receive you 

sacramentally, I beseech you to come spiritu-
ally into my heart. I unite myself to you, to-

gether with all your faithful people [gathered 
around every altar of your Church], and I em-
brace you with all the affections of my soul. 

Never permit me to be separated from 
you.  Amen. 

Ramsey, Bill 4/13 

Smith, Patricia 4/17 

Pray for the World 

L ord, we ask you to 
comfort and sustain 
all who in this transi-

tory life are in sickness, or 
any other adversity. Open 
the hearts to know your love 

and feel your presence.   
 
 

We pray for Abbie Bundy, Alfredo & Lilian Campa,  
Betty (Bo Peep) Penny, Donna, Kate Campa,   

Zoe Hawk, Rob, Dcn. Linda, Annie, Mary,  
Scotty Mac Stubblefield, Matty, Wendy, Laura, Patty 

Morris & Family, Aunt Dot, Uncle Joe,  
and Pray for the World. 

 

If you would like to submit prayer requests for this news-
letter or if you have any updates, please contact the 

church office at 928-343-9551,  or ctryuma@gmail.com 

 

PRAYERS FOR THE DEANERY OF ARIZONA 

The Right Rev. Keith & Gail Andrews, Bishop of the 
Diocese of Western Anglicans. 

The Very Rev. Thomas & Elizabeth Phillips, Dean of the 
Deanery of Arizona. 

Spencer Johnson, President of the Executive Commit-
tee of the Diocese. 

Roger Pelham, Chairman, Steering Committee of the 
Deanery. 

mailto:ctryuma@gmail.com


Notes       
Church Office is closed from March 18th until further notice. Contact the office via email. 

Parish Council is also held at the church. 

Prayers & Squares canceled until further notice. 

 

April 2020 

Sun. Mon. Tue. Wed. Thu. Fri. Sat. 

 1 2 3 4 
 5:30 p.m. 

Worship Ser-
vice via Face-
book 

   

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

10 a.m.  
Worship Service 
via Facebook 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 Office Closed 

 5:30 p.m. 
Worship Ser-
vice via Face-
book 

 
MAUNDY  

THURSDAY 
 

(No Service) 

12:00 NOON 

GOOD 
FRIDAY  

SERVICE 
via Facebook 

 
 

HOLY 
SATURDAY 

12 13 14 15 16  18 

10 a.m.  
Worship Service 
via Facebook 
 

 

      EASTER 

  
 

 Office Closed 
  

 5:30 p.m. 
Worship Ser-
vice via Face-
book 

   

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

10 a.m.  
Worship Service 
via Facebook 

 
 

Office Closed 

 5:30 p.m. 
Worship Ser-
vice via Face-
book 
 

 

  
 

 

 

26 27 28 29 30   
 

10 a.m.  
Worship Service 
via Facebook 

 

 
 

Office Closed 

 5:30 p.m. 
Worship Ser-
vice via Face-
book 
6:30  
Parish Council 

  



 

 

 

 

FATHER AUSTIN MANSFIELD 

Invites you on a pilgrimage to 

ISRAEL – land of the bible 
March 8 – 17, 2021 

Day 1: Departure from USA, overnight flight including dinner, breakfast and in-flight entertainment.    

Day 2: Tel Aviv / Tiberias. Arrival at Ben Gurion Airport. We are met, assisted and escorted to our hotel by 

aviatours staff. We meet for dinner. (If you arrive early in the day, we will add sites on the way to the ho-

tel).    

Day 3: Cana / Nazareth / Caesrea / Tiberias. After breakfast we drive towards Cana (John 21:2) where the 

first miracle of Jesus took place, and then to Nazareth (Matt 2:23) to visit the place where he lived as a young 

boy and visit a typical house of his time. Drive to Caesarea (Acts 10:1ff), the port-city built by King Herod. 

Apostle Paul was put in prison here until he was expelled to Rome. We continue to the Baptism site at the Jor-

dan River, where those who wish, may renew their Baptism in this unique place. We reach Tiberias (John 6:1; 

21:1) for dinner.    

Day 4: Capernaum/ Tabgha / Mt. of Beatitudes / Magdala / Mt. Tabor. After breakfast, we descend and 

take a boat ride on the Sea of Galilee. In the middle of the sea we shut the engines and read the moving scrip-

tures: Matthew 14:2627. We reach Capernaum (Luke 4:31) to visit the ruins of an ancient synagogue and the 

Byzantine chapel at the site of Peter's House. We then continue to Tabgha (Matt 14:17, 19), the site of the 

Multiplication of the Loaves and the Fish, Mount of Beatitudes (Matt 5-7) and Magdala - home of Mary Mag-

dalene. We will ascend to Mt.Tabor– the site of the transfiguration of Jesus (Matt. 17:1-8). Return to our hotel 

for dinner and overnight stay.    

Day 5: Jerusalem – The Old City. Today we head south through the Jordan Valley to reach Jerusalem. Our 

first stop will be the Mount of Olives (Mark 13:3) with a panoramic view of both the "old" and "new" Jerusa-

lem. We follow the path down the Palm Sunday road to the Garden of Gethsemane (Matt 26:36) and the near-

by Church of All Nations. We then take a short drive through the Kidron Valley to reach Absalom and Zacha-

riah's Tomb. Continue to Mount Zion (King David's tomb) and the Upper Room (John 13:1ff), site of the Last 

Supper. Nearby is the house of Caiaphas. We reach our hotel for dinner and overnight    

Day 6: Qumran / Dead Sea/ Masada/ Jerusalem. We drive south to the Dead Sea through Masada, the pala-

ce-fort built by King Herod. Here, in 73 A.D., 960 Jewish zealots committed suicide rather than surrender to 

the Romans. The plateau is reached via a cable car ride with a spectacular view of the plains surrounding it. 

We’ll also dip in the Dead Sea – rich with minerals, God’s gift to your skin. Dinner and overnight in Jerusa-

lem.    

Day 7: Jerusalem. After breakfast we visit the modern city of Jerusalem, the famous Menorah near the Israeli 

Parliament (Knesset), the YadVa Shem Museum (the Holocaust Museum). Afternoon visit to the little town of 

Ein Karem, the town of Elizabeth and St John the Baptist (Luke 1:5) Our day ends with dinner and overnight 

in our hotel in Jerusalem.    Continued . . .  



Walk where Jesus walked 

Day 8: The Way of the Cross / Bethlehem. We start the day with a visit to the Wailing Wall (the Western 

Wall) - the last remains of the Temple built by King Herod and the Rabbi’s Tunnel which exposes to you the 

unique size of the Wailing Wall. We then walk along the Via Dolorosa “The Way of the Cross” with its 14 sta-

tions, ending in the Church of the Holy Sepulcher (Matthew 27:11-31). Next we then travel to the "little town 

of Bethlehem (Matt 2:1ff) and its' Church of the Nativity and Milk Grotto. Dinner and overnight in Jerusalem.    

Day 9: Jerusalem: For You! A day at leisure for your own independent explorations and activities, or addi-

tional optional sightseeing. Our day ends with a farewell dinner and overnight in Jerusalem. (If your flight de-

parts at midnight, you will be transferred to the airport after dinner).  

Day 10: Flight Back Home! Transfer to the airport. Arrival home in the U.S.A. on the same day. Welcome 

back. You have just returned from a lifetime experience.  

THE PRICE INCLUDES: flights from Yuma • 4 Star hotels • Two people in each room • Detailed in the pro-

gram excursions with an English Guide • Luxury coach • Luggage handling • Breakfast and dinner daily • 

Tickets to the historical places of religious interest that are included in the program • Transports to and from 

the airport in Israel • The total price of the pilgrimage is based on a group of no less than 15 people.  

NOT INCLUDED IN THE PRICE: Single room supplement, Traveler’s insurance of $174, Tips of $9 per 

person, per day, bottled, beverages, personal expenses and lunches.  

Estimated price: $ 3937 (Includes taxes of $539 known) Deposit for registration $275 (without insurance) or 

$449 (with travel insurance) Paid by check or Money Order. Insurance is an additional $174.    

REGISTER TODAY AND RESERVE YOUR SPACE! 

If you wish to register, please contact: 

FATHER AUSTIN MANSFIELD TEL: 928-247-4001 

Fill out the form and send with your deposit and passport copy TODAY!  

Final price will be known at the end of April 2020. If the price is higher than the estimated,  

you will have 30 days from the date the final flyer has been published  

to cancel your reservation without penalties and receive a full refund. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Don’t miss this chance of a lifetime! 



NOT INCLUDED IN THE PRICE:  Recommended tips of $9 pp per day, 

personal expenses and travel insurance of $174 Passports 

and Visas: Your passport must be valid at least until September 

17, 2021 American citizens do not need a visa to travel to Israel, 

other nationalities please check with us. Single room supple-

ment is $630 mandatory for the participant that does not have a 

roommate. Aviatours and your leader will try their best to find a 

roommate, but if we are unable to find one for you 45 days before 


