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In Word — Peter at Pentecost
f your total biblical exposure is merely listening to the
readings each Sunday, you are spiritually malnourished.
There’s a misperception in Western Christianity that we go to
worship services on Sunday (or watch on Facebook) to be spiritually fed. Worship is an action by us toward God. During that
service by us (the word from which we get “liturgy” means
“work of the people”), we receive a spiritual effect from being in
God’s presence, but we should not expect it as the primary purpose. We are expected to feed ourselves spiritually throughout
the week.
The Lectionary provides small portions of the Bible to give us a
taste of the full meal we should be enjoying on our own. No one
would eat some pastries and snacks at Sunday coffee hour after
the service and then starve themselves all week, complaining at
the next coffee hour that they are not being fed enough on Sundays. Yet many Christians frequently do this regarding spiritual
food.
The average American has more than four Bibles at home, yet
most people don’t read it. So, in situations like the first reading
for this Sunday, most Christians don’t recognize that the summation of Peter’s comments at Pentecost leaves out a lot of detail
they should be familiar with. This is the way this week’s lectionary printout shows the passage:
Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd, * “Let the entire house of Israel know
with certainty that God has made him both Lord and Messiah, this Jesus whom you crucified.”— Acts 2:14a, 36
(NRSV)
The biblical text reads “…and addressed them,” which requires
the reader to have read the preceding verses in order to know
which “them” Peter is addressing. The asterisk that I inserted in
the text above shows the break where verse 14a ends. The beginning of the quote in verse 36 in the Bible is “Therefore, let the
…” Since the 21½ verses that precede “therefore” are left out,
there no way to tell what it’s “there for” without reading the entire passage at home. The lectionary gives us highlights, not the
entire text.
The crowd reacted to Peter’s declaration the way they did because of all that he said, not just the last sentence. Let’s look at
what Luke describes in those other verses.
… “Men of Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be
known to you, and listen to what I say. 15 Indeed, these are

I
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not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine
o’clock in the morning. 16 No, this is what was
spoken through the prophet Joel: 17 ‘In the last
days it will be, God declares, that I will pour
out my Spirit upon all flesh, and your sons and
your daughters shall prophesy, and your young
men shall see visions, and your old men shall
dream dreams. 18 Even upon my slaves, both
men and women, in those days I will pour out
my Spirit; and they shall prophesy. 19 And I will
show portents in the heaven above and signs on
the earth below, blood, and fire, and smoky
mist. 20 The sun shall be turned to darkness and
the moon to blood, before the coming of the
Lord’s great and glorious day. 21 Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be
saved.’ 22 “You that are Israelites, listen to
what I have to say: Jesus of Nazareth, a man
attested to you by God with deeds of power,
wonders, and signs that God did through him
among you, as you yourselves know— 23 this
man, handed over to you according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the hands of those outside the
law. 24 But God raised him up, having freed
him from death, because it was impossible for
him to be held in its power. 25 For David says
concerning him, ‘I saw the Lord always before
me, for he is at my right hand so that I will not
be shaken; 26 therefore my heart was glad, and
my tongue rejoiced; moreover my flesh will live
in hope. 27 For you will not abandon my soul to
Hades, or let your Holy One experience corruption. 28 You have made known to me the
ways of life; you will make me full of gladness
with your presence.’ 29 “Fellow Israelites, I
may say to you confidently of our ancestor David that he both died and was buried, and his
tomb is with us to this day. 30 Since he was a
prophet, he knew that God had sworn with an
oath to him that he would put one of his descendants on his throne. 31 Foreseeing this,
David spoke of the resurrection of the Messiah,
saying, ‘He was not abandoned to Hades, nor
did his flesh experience corruption.’ 32 This
Jesus God raised up, and of that all of us are
witnesses. 33 Being therefore exalted at the
right hand of God, and having received from
the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, he
has poured out this that you both see and hear.
34
For David did not ascend into the heavens,
but he himself says, ‘The Lord said to my Lord,
“Sit at my right hand, 35 until I make your enemies your footstool.’”
— Acts 2:14–
35

Now we can see why verse 36, “Let the entire house
of Israel know with certainty that God has made him
both Lord and Messiah, this Jesus whom you crucified” had the impact it did.
Now when they heard this, they were cut to the
heart and said to Peter and to the other apostles, “Brothers, what should we do?” 38 Peter
said to them, “Repent, and be baptized every
one of you in the name of Jesus Christ so that
your sins may be forgiven; and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the
promise is for you, for your children, and for
all who are far away, everyone whom the Lord
our God calls to him.” 40 And he testified with
many other arguments and exhorted them,
saying, “Save yourselves from this corrupt
generation.” 41 So those who welcomed his
message were baptized, and that day about
three thousand persons were added. — Acts
2:37-41
Peter reminds them that forgiveness of their sins is
available to everyone who turns away (repents) from
their sinful nature and accepts the authority of Jesus
as the Messiah (which is what “in his name” means)
raised from the dead by the Father. This acceptance
of God’s salvation stands in sharp contrast to the penalty of determined sinfulness. When Moses returned
from the mountaintop after receiving God’s Ten
Commandments, he saw the Israelites engaged in debauchery with an idol of a golden calf. Breaking the
two stone tablets on the ground, he ordered the Levites who were still faithful to God to draw their
swords and kill the Israelites in their sin.
The sons of Levi did as Moses commanded,
and about three thousand of the people fell on
that day. — Exodus 32:28
As John mentions in the prologue to his Gospel, “The
law indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth
came through Jesus Christ” (John 1:17).
The final verse of the text is likewise omitted,
but is a key descriptor of Spiritual formation in the
early church.
They devoted themselves to the apostles’
teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of
bread and the prayers. — Acts 2:42
If we are to be disciples of Jesus, and not just spectators at a weekly event where he is discussed, we need
to do the same things as those first Christian converts. The apostle’s teachings are available to us today. It’s the New testament in our Bibles. Fellowship
requires relationship with other Christians. With the
current pandemic restrictions, we are limited to
Continued . . .

phone, email, texting, videoconferencing (Zoom,
Skype, Facetime), letter writing, etc. We can’t get
together in one place physically, but we can still be in
fellowship through many creative means. They saw
something important in meal sharing (very spiritual in
that culture), especially since Jesus did it the night
before his crucifixion. The Eucharist celebration is
therefore an important part of our spiritual formation.
If you’re in Yuma, physical communion is available
at the church immediately after the worship service.
The final item Luke mentions is prayer. It was so important to Jesus that he went to a quiet place each
morning to pray. His disciples saw the amazing effect
it had on him and asked him to teach them how to
pray the way he does. Jesus shared that with them,
and, through them, us.
Spiritual formation is a daily, not weekly or monthly,
process. Just as we ensure we are nourished physically each day we are called to do the same thing spiritually. Study, fellowship, and prayer were critical aspects of every Christian’s life in the earliest days of
the Church. They still are today.
Grace and Peace,
Fr. Austin

Readings for the Third Sunday
In Easter

dresser, so I recognize them, but both of her parents died a few months before I was born. I still
have those photos, and fortunately my mother did
genealogy research before she died, so I can read
what she learned about both my maternal and paternal ancestors. Now, I’m trying to identify people and date the photos my husband and I have
accumulated over a half century together.
I’m throwing away the scenic photos that are now
readily available on the Internet, sending photos
of friends back to them with a note reminding
them of the fun times we had together, and yes,
even gathering photos to be used for our Memorial Services (not soon, we hope� ). We’re laughing,
shedding a tear or two, and marveling at how
much we look like Aunt Peggy or Uncle George in
our old age. We want our children and grandchildren to do the same when they retire. We learn a
lot about our own DNA when we discover that a
great aunt was an opera singer or music teacher,
or that a great grandfather was an auditor or personal secretary to U.S. Presidents. No wonder I’m
so attentive to detail!

But, just as God expected the Israelites to study
the commandments, Jesus wants us to learn
Acts 2:14a, 36-41
Psalm 116:1-3, 10-17
about His family, too. We have a spiritual ancestry.
1 Peter 1:17-23
Luke 24:13-35
He has left us a Genealogy Book (our Bible), dating
back to the very first member of His family, who
lived where Iraq is today. Several of His ancestors
Those Who Serve
were kings, and some were peasants, but all of
Lessons – Al Manning
them contributed in some way to the DNA that
Prayers – Mary Sue Houston
made Him our Good Shepherd and Servant King.
How much time have we spent looking into His
genealogy? If you saw a photo of a man with his
CTR Prayer Project
three sons, all with tools in their hands, would you
exclaim, “So, that’s what Noah looked like?” If you
Deuteronomy 6:6-9 - These commandments that I
saw a photo of a man with twin boys, would you
give you today are to be upon your hearts. Imrecognize him as Isaac? And If you saw a photo of
press them on your children. Talk about them
an older woman with two younger women at her
when you sit at home and when you walk along
the road, when you lie down and when you get up. side, would you recognize her as Naomi?
Tie them as symbols on your hand and bind them
If we, ourselves, don’t recognize any of Jesus’ anon your foreheads. Write them on the doorframes cestors, how will we be able to tell our children or
of your houses and on your gates.
grandchildren about them? And, heaven forbid,
what if Jesus’ Genealogy Book, with all its mental
art of my Covid-19 quarantine time has been
photos, was one day destroyed in an allspent going through old family photos. Some
are of relatives I’ve never met; my mother had pho- consuming fire? Quarantine is the perfect time to

P

tos of her grandmother and her parents on her
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study up on Jesus’ ancestors or any other ancestors we’ll be getting to know for the first time in
heaven.
Praying in One Accord - When we are in one accord with our spiritual history, we can be certain
there will be a grand family reunion in heaven!
Accord Prayer - Lord Jesus, You spent years learning in the scrolls about Your family’s ancestors;
draw us into Your genealogy in preparation for all
those we will meet and greet in Your heavenly
kingdom. In Your Name we pray. Amen.
Prayer of Thanksgiving - All-knowing Father, we
can hardly wait to sit at Your feet to hear about
our ancestors---the Patriarchs, Judges, Kings, and
Prophets; thank You for changing our lives as we
become acquainted with them through Your
Word. Amen.

Please continue to support CTR
through your tithes and offerings by
mailing them to the following new
address:
Christ the Redeemer Anglican Church
PO Box 2919
Yuma, AZ 85366
Please continue to support CTR. Christ is needed
now more than ever.

3rd Sunday of Easter Word Search

Jesus Encountered on the Road to Emmaus
(Luke 24:13–35)

Greeter Table Announcements

C

an you help us unpack? If
you’d like to volunteer to
help out on Tuesday, April 27th
at 9:30 am, please let Mary Sue
Houston: 620-271-2631, or Sherri
Wayman: 928-580-9792 know! We need
CTR’s New Address!
Our new physical address for BOTH the Church
Offices and our worship space is:

2215 S 8th Ave, Yuma, AZ 85364

Our first Sunday service will be live streamed from
there on May 3rd at 10:00 am, via Facebook. Beginning once “Stay at Home” orders have been
lifted, due to the Coronavirus, we will gratefully be
sharing our worship space with Faith Lutheran
Church. Our worship time will change from
10:00am to 11:00am at that time. We will keep you
informed as things progress!

Exported from Logos Bible Software

Tying Knots
& Saying Prayers —

Coronavirus Style!

Scheduled Bible Study Zoom Meetings
Topic: Tuesday Morning Bible Study
Time: Apr 28, 2020 06:30 AM Arizona
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84531064479
Meeting ID: 845 3106 4479
One tap mobile
+16699009128,,84531064479# US (San Jose)
+13462487799,,84531064479# US (Houston)

Topic: Wednesday Bible Study - Pauline Letters
Time: Apr 29, 2020 at 2:00 PM Arizona

Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87206790657
Meeting ID: 872 0679 0657
One tap mobile
+16699009128,,87206790657# US (San Jose)
+13462487799,,87206790657# US (Houston)
General Information
Dial by your location
+1 669 900 9128 US (San Jose)
+1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)
+1 646 558 8656 US (New York)
+1 253 215 8782 US
+1 301 715 8592 US
Find your local number: https://
us02web.zoom.us/u/kecgcaZHvk

ON THE FRONTLINES

L

ord, we ask you to
comfort and sustain
all who in this transitory life are in sickness, or
any other adversity. Open
the hearts to know your love
and feel your presence.
We pray for Abbie Bundy, Alfredo & Lilian Campa,
Betty (Bo Peep) Penny, Donna, Kate Campa,
Dcn. Linda, Annie, Mary, Scotty Mac Stubblefield,
Matty, Wendy, Laura, Patty Morris & Family, Aunt Dot,
Uncle Joe, Jo Towner, and Pray for the World.
If you would like to submit prayer requests for this newsletter or if you have any updates, please contact the
church office at 928-343-9551, or ctryuma@gmail.com
PRAYERS FOR THE DEANERY OF ARIZONA

The Rev. Steven & Darci Balog, with their children
Nicholas, Jonathan, Asley, & James, Holy Spirit Anglican Fellowship, Prescott, AZ.
Ryan & Noleen Thurman, with their children Ethan,
Keilah, Micah, & Eleyana, the House Church,
“Apprenticeship to Jesus,” serving Grand Canyon
University, Phoenix, AZ.

Pray for the World

T

he following prayer from
our 2019 Book of Common Prayer (#106, page 677) is
offered here for your use during
the Communion portion of the
service, as watching it streaming on Facebook lacks the physical availability of the consecrated bread and wine:
For Spiritual Communion
Dear Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Holy Sacrament. I love you above
all things, and I desire to possess you within
my soul. And since I cannot now receive you
sacramentally, I beseech you to come spiritually into my heart. I unite myself to you, together with all your faithful people [gathered
around every altar of your Church], and I embrace you with all the affections of my soul.
Never permit me to be separated from
you. Amen.
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10 a.m. Worship Service via
Tuesday, April 28
6:30 a.m. Bible Study via ZOOM
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Wednesday, April 29
2:00 p.m. Bible Study via ZOOM
5:30 p.m. Worship Service via
6:30 p.m. Parish Council Meeting
Sunday, May 3rd
10 a.m. Worship Service via
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6:30
Parish Council
via Zoom

Due to Covid-19:

Church Office is closed from March 18th until further notice. Contact the office via email.
Bible Studies and Parish Council are held via live stream on Zoom.
Prayers & Squares canceled until further notice.
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FATHER AUSTIN MANSFIELD
Invites you on a pilgrimage to

ISRAEL – land of the bible
March 8 – 17, 2021
Day 1: Departure from USA, overnight flight including dinner, breakfast and in-flight entertainment.
Day 2: Tel Aviv / Tiberias. Arrival at Ben Gurion Airport. We are met, assisted and escorted to our hotel by
aviatours staff. We meet for dinner. (If you arrive early in the day, we will add sites on the way to the hotel).
Day 3: Cana / Nazareth / Caesrea / Tiberias. After breakfast we drive towards Cana (John 21:2) where the
first miracle of Jesus took place, and then to Nazareth (Matt 2:23) to visit the place where he lived as a young
boy and visit a typical house of his time. Drive to Caesarea (Acts 10:1ff), the port-city built by King Herod.
Apostle Paul was put in prison here until he was expelled to Rome. We continue to the Baptism site at the Jordan River, where those who wish, may renew their Baptism in this unique place. We reach Tiberias (John 6:1;
21:1) for dinner.
Day 4: Capernaum/ Tabgha / Mt. of Beatitudes / Magdala / Mt. Tabor. After breakfast, we descend and
take a boat ride on the Sea of Galilee. In the middle of the sea we shut the engines and read the moving scriptures: Matthew 14:2627. We reach Capernaum (Luke 4:31) to visit the ruins of an ancient synagogue and the
Byzantine chapel at the site of Peter's House. We then continue to Tabgha (Matt 14:17, 19), the site of the
Multiplication of the Loaves and the Fish, Mount of Beatitudes (Matt 5-7) and Magdala - home of Mary Magdalene. We will ascend to Mt.Tabor– the site of the transfiguration of Jesus (Matt. 17:1-8). Return to our hotel
for dinner and overnight stay.
Day 5: Jerusalem – The Old City. Today we head south through the Jordan Valley to reach Jerusalem. Our
first stop will be the Mount of Olives (Mark 13:3) with a panoramic view of both the "old" and "new" Jerusalem. We follow the path down the Palm Sunday road to the Garden of Gethsemane (Matt 26:36) and the nearby Church of All Nations. We then take a short drive through the Kidron Valley to reach Absalom and Zachariah's Tomb. Continue to Mount Zion (King David's tomb) and the Upper Room (John 13:1ff), site of the Last
Supper. Nearby is the house of Caiaphas. We reach our hotel for dinner and overnight
Day 6: Qumran / Dead Sea/ Masada/ Jerusalem. We drive south to the Dead Sea through Masada, the palace-fort built by King Herod. Here, in 73 A.D., 960 Jewish zealots committed suicide rather than surrender to
the Romans. The plateau is reached via a cable car ride with a spectacular view of the plains surrounding it.
We’ll also dip in the Dead Sea – rich with minerals, God’s gift to your skin. Dinner and overnight in Jerusalem.
Day 7: Jerusalem. After breakfast we visit the modern city of Jerusalem, the famous Menorah near the Israeli
Parliament (Knesset), the YadVa Shem Museum (the Holocaust Museum). Afternoon visit to the little town of
Ein Karem, the town of Elizabeth and St John the Baptist (Luke 1:5) Our day ends with dinner and overnight
Continued . . .
in our hotel in Jerusalem.

Day 8: The Way of the Cross / Bethlehem. We start the day with a visit to the Wailing Wall (the Western
Wall) - the last remains of the Temple built by King Herod and the Rabbi’s Tunnel which exposes to you the
unique size of the Wailing Wall. We then walk along the Via Dolorosa “The Way of the Cross” with its 14 stations, ending in the Church of the Holy Sepulcher (Matthew 27:11-31). Next we then travel to the "little town
of Bethlehem (Matt 2:1ff) and its' Church of the Nativity and Milk Grotto. Dinner and overnight in Jerusalem.
Day 9: Jerusalem: For You! A day at leisure for your own independent explorations and activities, or additional optional sightseeing. Our day ends with a farewell dinner and overnight in Jerusalem. (If your flight departs at midnight, you will be transferred to the airport after dinner).
Day 10: Flight Back Home! Transfer to the airport. Arrival home in the U.S.A. on the same day. Welcome
back. You have just returned from a lifetime experience.

THE PRICE INCLUDES: flights from Yuma • 4 Star hotels • Two people in each room • Detailed in the program excursions with an English Guide • Luxury coach • Luggage handling • Breakfast and dinner daily •
Tickets to the historical places of religious interest that are included in the program • Transports to and from
the airport in Israel • The total price of the pilgrimage is based on a group of no less than 15 people.
NOT INCLUDED IN THE PRICE: Single room supplement, Traveler’s insurance of $174, Tips of $9 per
person, per day, bottled, beverages, personal expenses and lunches.
Estimated price: $ 3937 (Includes taxes of $539 known) Deposit for registration $275 (without insurance) or
$449 (with travel insurance) Paid by check or Money Order. Insurance is an additional $174.
REGISTER TODAY AND RESERVE YOUR SPACE!
If you wish to register, please contact:
FATHER AUSTIN MANSFIELD TEL: 928-247-4001
Fill out the form and send with your deposit and passport copy TODAY!
Final price will be known at the end of April 2020. If the price is higher than the estimated,
you will have 30 days from the date the final flyer has been published
to cancel your reservation without penalties and receive a full refund.

Don’t miss this chance of a lifetime!

Walk where Jesus walked

NOT INCLUDED IN THE PRICE: Recommended tips of $9 pp per day,
personal expenses and travel insurance of $174 Passports
and Visas: Your passport must be valid at least until September
17, 2021 American citizens do not need a visa to travel to Israel,
other nationalities please check with us. Single room supplement is $630 mandatory for the participant that does not have a
roommate. Aviatours and your leader will try their best to find a
roommate, but if we are unable to find one for you 45 days before

