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In Word — When Comfort Isn’t Comfortable

week’s Psalm is the most familiar one. Many people
T his
have it memorized, and most know at least the first line:

“The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not want…” It’s a
beautiful psalm that was written to offer comfort, but eventually
got revised as making us feel comfortable. More on that later.
First, let’s look at the text in a translation that’s unfamiliar to
most of us.
1

Yahweh is my shepherd; I will not lack for anything.

2

In grassy pastures he makes me lie down; by quiet waters
he leads me.
3

He restores my life. He leads me in correct paths for the
sake of his name.
4

Even when I walk in a dark valley, I fear no evil because
you are with me. Your rod and your staff, they comfort me.
5

You prepare before me a table in the presence of my oppressors. You anoint my head with oil; my cup is overflowing.
6

Surely goodness and loyal love will pursue me all the
days of my life, and I will stay in the house of Yahweh for
a very long time. — Psalm 23:1–6 (LEB)
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The first thing we notice is that David wrote Yahweh (YHWH),
not Lord. The name that God gave Moses to tell the Israelites
when they would ask who sent him was “YHWH” (the fancy theological term used for that is tetragrammaton, meaning four letters). The Hebrews, to ensure they wouldn’t say his name in vain
accidentally, put the vowel (pronunciation) markers for the word
adonai (which means master, or lord) over YHWH, to indicate
they should say Adonai instead. English translators kept that concept and translated Adonai as Lord, and translated YHWH as
LORD, using all capital letters in a smaller font style. But both
Lord and LORD, are job titles (like “God”), not his name. David’s psalm shows a personal explanation of Yahweh’s relationship with those who follow and trust him, so David used that personal name to demonstrate that closeness.
We don’t know how YHWH was pronounced (Hebrew had no
vowels). We get the commonly used Christianized name for God,
Jehovah, from the early German translation of YHWH where
they pronounced the vowel sounds of Adonai with the consonants of YHWH (that they saw written in the text), getting
Yahoweh. German pronunciation of the letters “Y” and “W” as
Continued . . .

“J” and “V” gave the world “Jehovah,” a German
mispronunciation of four Hebrew letters that Christians for centuries have been using as God’s name.

direction he wants them to go, keeping them away
from predators and other dangers by keeping them
moving along the path he has set.

It’s that same personal relationship we strive for in
hymns like Guide Me, Oh Thou Great Jehovah that
David demonstrated in many of his psalms, and especially Psalm 23. “Yahweh is my shepherd” is much
more personally powerful. Knowing that Governor
Ducey is the chief executive of Arizona is much different from having him tell you to call him, “Doug.”
God did the same thing with the Israelites in giving
them his name.

When David wrote that Yahweh’s rod and staff comfort (y’nawham) him, he knew exactly how shepherds accomplish that, having been one himself in his
youth.

Verses 1 through 3 show Yahweh providing for all
our needs, just like a shepherd does for his sheep.
Then in Verse 4, we read that when David is in a
dangerous place he has no fear, because the shepherd’s rod and staff comfort him. The text is absolutely accurate; but what we tend to think it means
isn’t.
The Hebrew word translated as comfort often means
console, but it also means encourage. Encourage is a
two-part word that indicates in bravery. Encouraging
someone provides them with courage for the task at
hand. Comfort has a Latin base and means with forte.
In music forte means forcefully, loudly. In general
use it means strength or skill (hitting home runs was
Babe Ruth’s forte), and the Latin usage added an element of courage (fortitude, fort). A famous tapestry
commemorating the Norman conquest of England at
the Battle of Hastings in 1066, called the Bayeux
Tapestry shows Bishop Odo of Bayeux in the battle
hitting the soldiers with his rod, prodding them into
action. The caption reads “Bishop Odo comforts the
troops.” He is circled in red in the image below. This
is not at all what we think of when we want someone
to comfort us.

In the Greek translation of the Old Testament (the
Septuagint), the word used is parakalesan, which is
“exhort” or “encourage.” It’s the same word used to
describe the Holy Spirit (literally, the one called
alongside).
This is a much more accurate image of how a shepherd comforts his sheep. He prods them along in the

This is how Yahweh moves us out of danger as well,
whether it’s sin or sadness, he prompts us, nudges us,
guides us, sometimes hooks our leg and drags us out
of that predicament and back with his flock.

And may we all find comfort in God’s Word.
Your brother in Christ,
Fr. Austin

Readings for the Fourth Sunday
In Easter
Acts 2:42-47
Psalm 23
1 Peter 2:19-25
John 10:1-10

Those Who Serve
Lessons – Dorothy Warner
Prayers – Ann Traverso

CTR Prayer Project
Proverbs 19:11 - A man’s discretion makes him slow
to anger, and it is his glory to overlook a transgression.

I

consider myself to be slow-to-anger but
watch out! If and when I do become angry,
there’s no telling what might come out of my mouth.
And unlike my hubby, who is quick to get over things,
I’ve been known to seethe for hours and hold grudges much longer. As the social distancing and stay-athome orders continue past 2-4 weeks with this Covid19 pandemic, we’re noticing more and more people
becoming anxious, angry, or agitated. Their anger is
being demonstrated in a variety of ways: Some are
deliberately disobeying orders; some are peacefully
(?) protesting; some are writing letters to the Editor
or blogging; and some are displaying hateful signs on
their cars, lawns, or businesses.
I read a devotion yesterday in “Mornings with Jesus” (Sept., 2019), written by Grace Fox, in which she
described a “difficult” person in her life. (I’m sure
we’ve all had at least one of those in our lifetime.)
Continued . . .

Her solution: Take it to the Lord in prayer, asking Jesus to help her see that person through His eyes. We
all know that Jesus is much more compassionate
than we could ever hope to be. Where we see with
eyes of anguish, He sees with eyes of unconditional
love. Where we see with eyes of fear or anxiety, He
sees with eyes of complete faith and trust. Where we
see with eyes of contempt or blame, He sees with
eyes of sacrificial forgiveness.

Greeter Table Announcements

T

hank you to everyone who
helped us unpack and start to
get organized! We couldn’t have
done it without you!

Our first Sunday service will be live streamed from
there this Sunday, May 3rd at 10:00 am, via Facebook. Beginning once “Stay at Home” orders have
An email I received yesterday admonished all of us to
been lifted, due to the Coronavirus, we will grateremember that our take on this pandemic is deterfully be sharing our worship space with Faith Lumined by how each of us is affected by the virus. If
theran Church. Our worship time will change at
we’re retired and more at risk, we want people to
that time from 10:00am to 11:30 am. We will keep
obey the distancing and masking orders; but if we’re
young and healthy, we’re fearless and don’t mind tak- you informed as things progress!
ing risks. If we have children at home, we likely want
CTR’s New Address!
them back in school; but children touch everything,
Our new physical address for
which might endanger both teachers and staff. If we
own a business, we feel a burden to keep paying our
BOTH the Church Offices and
employees; but if the customers are quarantined, we our worship space is:
wonder where the money to pay them will come
2215 S 8th Ave, Yuma, AZ
from. And if we’ve lost a loved one to this pandemic,
85364
we’re not only in a state of limbo, unable to take care
of the usual end-of-life responsibilities, but we’re also
In the meantime, please continue
dealing with grief, pain, and “what if’s”. No matter
to support CTR through your tithes
what our circumstances may be right now, we need
and offerings by mailing them to
to overlook transgressions and put ourselves in the
the following new address:
shoes of those “difficult” people. And we can all benChrist the Redeemer Anglican Church
efit from asking Jesus to help us see everyone and
PO Box 2919
everything related to this pandemic from His compasYuma, AZ 85366
sionate perspective.
Praying in One Accord - When we’re in one accord
with our Lord and we view things from God’s perspective, we’re less likely to become angry and more
likely to overlook transgressions.
Accord Prayer - Lord Christ, at this difficult time,
when circumstances and people are likely to be more
annoying, help us see them from Your perspective,
not our own; help us pray before we speak or act. In
Your Name we pray. Amen.

Found-Among the
children's tote bags:
Black sweater with
pockets; size PM
(Petite); with a Holy Spirit lapel pin (red flame
with gold cross and white dove) on it. If it is yours,
please contact Dorothy Warner-928-726-8800.
Deacon Linda has been away
for a number of weeks, following the social distancing
protocol, but stopped by for
our drive up communion option this past Sunday. It was a
joy to see her looking so color
coordinated in her matching

Prayer of Thanksgiving - Heavenly Father, You have
promised not to give us more than we can bear with
Your help; and You have provided us with the help
we need by giving us the indwelling Holy Spirit. Thank
You for helping us see things with spiritual eyes – the
eyes of our Lord. Amen.

mask and gloves!

Scenes from our new Church Home!

4th Sunday of Easter Word Search
Yahweh the Shepherd (Psalm 23)

Our beloved Columbarium is in the sanctuary

Quilts for the Pediatric Unit at YRMC
Prayers & Squares Rock!

Exported from Logos Bible Software

For Spiritual Communion
Dear Jesus, I believe that you are truly present
in the Holy Sacrament. I love you above all
things, and I desire to possess you within my
soul. And since I cannot now receive you
sacramentally, I beseech you to come
spiritually into my heart. I unite myself to you,
together with all your faithful people
[gathered around every altar of your Church],
and I embrace you with all the affections of
my soul. Never permit me to be separated
from you. Amen.

1. Johnny's mother had three children. The first
child was named April. The second child was
named May. What was the third child's name?

A Christian’s
Survival Kit

2. There is a clerk at the butcher shop, he is five
feet ten inches tall and he wears size 13
sneakers. What does he weigh?

Toothpick
Rubber Band
Band Aid
Pencil
Eraser
Mint
Chewing Gum
Candy Kiss
Tea Bag

3. Before Mt. Everest was discovered, what was
the highest mountain in the world?
4. How much dirt is there in a hole that
measures two feet by three feet by four feet?
5. What word in the English Language is always
spelled incorrectly?
6. Billy was born on December 28th, yet his
birthday is always in the summer. How is this
possible?
7. In California, you cannot take a picture of a
man with a wooden leg. Why not?

Here’s Why:

8. What was the President’s name in 1975?

Toothpick ~ to remind you to pick out the good
qualities in others. (Matt 7:1)

9. If you were running a race, and you passed the
person in 2nd place, what place would you be in
now?

Rubber Band ~ to remind you to be flexible, things
might not always go the way you want, but it will
work out. (Romans 8:28)

10. Which is correct to say, "The yolk of the egg
are white," or "The yolk of the egg is white"?

Band Aid ~ to remind you to heal hurt feelings,
yours or someone else’s. (Col. 3:12-14)

11. If a farmer has 5 haystacks in one field and 4
haystacks in the other field, how many haystacks would he have if he combined them all in
another field?

Pencil ~ to remind you to list your blessings everyday. (Eph 1:3)

(Answers in next week’s Newsletter )

Eraser ~ to remind you that everyone makes mistakes, and it’s okay. (Gen. 50:15-21)
Chewing Gum ~ to remind you to stick with it and
you can accomplish anything. (Phil 4:13)
Mint ~ to remind you that you are worth a mint to
your heavenly father. (John 3:16-17)
Candy Kiss ~ to remind you that everyone needs a
kiss or a hug everyday. (1 John 4:7)
Tea Bag ~ to remind you to relax daily and go over
that list of God’s blessings. (1 Thess 5:18)

L

ord, we ask you to
comfort and sustain
all who in this transitory life are in sickness, or
any other adversity. Open
the hearts to know your love
and feel your presence.
We pray for Abbie Bundy, Alfredo & Lilian Campa,
Betty (Bo Peep) Penny, Donna, Kate Campa,
Dcn. Linda, Annie, Mary, Scotty Mac Stubblefield,
Matty, Wendy, Laura, Patty Morris & Family, Aunt Dot,
Uncle Joe, Jo Towner, and Pray for the World.
If you would like to submit prayer requests for this newsletter or if you have any updates, please contact the
church office at 928-343-9551, or ctryuma@gmail.com
PRAYERS FOR THE DEANERY OF ARIZONA

The Rev. Austin and Mary Mansfiield, Christ the Redeemer Anglican Church, Yuma, AZ.
Deacon Linda Stokes and Everett Whitacre, Christ
the Redeemer Anglican Church, Yuma, AZ.
Deacon John and Carol Jordan, Desert Oasis Fellowship, Las Vegas, NV
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Sun.

Mon.

Tue.

Wed.

Thu.

Fri.

Sat.

1

2

7

8

9

14

15

16

21

22

23

28

29

30

“There are far, far better things ahead
than any we leave behind.”
Collected Letters of C. S. Lewis”
3

4

10 a.m.
Worship Service
via Facebook

10

13

6:30 a.m. Bible Study

2:00 p.m. Bible
Study (via Zoom)
Pauline Letters

Office Closed

Office Closed

5:30 p.m.
Worship Service
via Facebook

19

20

6:30 a.m. Bible Study

2:00 p.m. Bible
Study (via Zoom)
Pauline Letters

via Zoom: 2 Chron

5:30 p.m.
Worship Service
via Facebook

25

10 a.m.

26

27

6:30 a.m. Bible Study

2:00 p.m. Bible
Study (via Zoom)
Pauline Letters

via Zoom: 2 Chron

Worship Service via
Facebook

31 PENTECOST

Notes

12
via Zoom: 2 Chron

18

10 a.m.
Worship Service via
Facebook

2:00 p.m. Bible
Study (via Zoom)
Pauline Letters

5:30 p.m.
Worship Service
via Facebook

11

ASCENSION DAY

6:30 a.m. Bible Study
Office Closed

10 a.m.
Worship Service
via Facebook

24

6

via Zoom: 2 Chron

10 a.m.
Worship Service via
Facebook

17

5

Office Closed

5:30 p.m.
Worship Service
via Facebook
6:30
Parish Council

Until further Notice: Due to Covid-19:

Church Office is closed until further notice. Contact the office via email or phone (928) 343-9551.
Bible Studies and Parish Council are held via live stream on Zoom.
Prayers & Squares canceled until further notice.

FATHER AUSTIN MANSFIELD
Invites you on a pilgrimage to

ISRAEL – land of the bible
March 8 – 17, 2021
Day 1: Departure from USA, overnight flight including dinner, breakfast and in-flight entertainment.
Day 2: Tel Aviv / Tiberias. Arrival at Ben Gurion Airport. We are met, assisted and escorted to our hotel by
aviatours staff. We meet for dinner. (If you arrive early in the day, we will add sites on the way to the hotel).
Day 3: Cana / Nazareth / Caesrea / Tiberias. After breakfast we drive towards Cana (John 21:2) where the
first miracle of Jesus took place, and then to Nazareth (Matt 2:23) to visit the place where he lived as a young
boy and visit a typical house of his time. Drive to Caesarea (Acts 10:1ff), the port-city built by King Herod.
Apostle Paul was put in prison here until he was expelled to Rome. We continue to the Baptism site at the Jordan River, where those who wish, may renew their Baptism in this unique place. We reach Tiberias (John 6:1;
21:1) for dinner.
Day 4: Capernaum/ Tabgha / Mt. of Beatitudes / Magdala / Mt. Tabor. After breakfast, we descend and
take a boat ride on the Sea of Galilee. In the middle of the sea we shut the engines and read the moving scriptures: Matthew 14:2627. We reach Capernaum (Luke 4:31) to visit the ruins of an ancient synagogue and the
Byzantine chapel at the site of Peter's House. We then continue to Tabgha (Matt 14:17, 19), the site of the
Multiplication of the Loaves and the Fish, Mount of Beatitudes (Matt 5-7) and Magdala - home of Mary Magdalene. We will ascend to Mt.Tabor– the site of the transfiguration of Jesus (Matt. 17:1-8). Return to our hotel
for dinner and overnight stay.
Day 5: Jerusalem – The Old City. Today we head south through the Jordan Valley to reach Jerusalem. Our
first stop will be the Mount of Olives (Mark 13:3) with a panoramic view of both the "old" and "new" Jerusalem. We follow the path down the Palm Sunday road to the Garden of Gethsemane (Matt 26:36) and the nearby Church of All Nations. We then take a short drive through the Kidron Valley to reach Absalom and Zachariah's Tomb. Continue to Mount Zion (King David's tomb) and the Upper Room (John 13:1ff), site of the Last
Supper. Nearby is the house of Caiaphas. We reach our hotel for dinner and overnight
Day 6: Qumran / Dead Sea/ Masada/ Jerusalem. We drive south to the Dead Sea through Masada, the palace-fort built by King Herod. Here, in 73 A.D., 960 Jewish zealots committed suicide rather than surrender to
the Romans. The plateau is reached via a cable car ride with a spectacular view of the plains surrounding it.
We’ll also dip in the Dead Sea – rich with minerals, God’s gift to your skin. Dinner and overnight in Jerusalem.
Day 7: Jerusalem. After breakfast we visit the modern city of Jerusalem, the famous Menorah near the Israeli
Parliament (Knesset), the YadVa Shem Museum (the Holocaust Museum). Afternoon visit to the little town of
Ein Karem, the town of Elizabeth and St John the Baptist (Luke 1:5) Our day ends with dinner and overnight
Continued . . .
in our hotel in Jerusalem.

Day 8: The Way of the Cross / Bethlehem. We start the day with a visit to the Wailing Wall (the Western
Wall) - the last remains of the Temple built by King Herod and the Rabbi’s Tunnel which exposes to you the
unique size of the Wailing Wall. We then walk along the Via Dolorosa “The Way of the Cross” with its 14 stations, ending in the Church of the Holy Sepulcher (Matthew 27:11-31). Next we then travel to the "little town
of Bethlehem (Matt 2:1ff) and its' Church of the Nativity and Milk Grotto. Dinner and overnight in Jerusalem.
Day 9: Jerusalem: For You! A day at leisure for your own independent explorations and activities, or additional optional sightseeing. Our day ends with a farewell dinner and overnight in Jerusalem. (If your flight departs at midnight, you will be transferred to the airport after dinner).
Day 10: Flight Back Home! Transfer to the airport. Arrival home in the U.S.A. on the same day. Welcome
back. You have just returned from a lifetime experience.

THE PRICE INCLUDES: flights from Yuma • 4 Star hotels • Two people in each room • Detailed in the program excursions with an English Guide • Luxury coach • Luggage handling • Breakfast and dinner daily •
Tickets to the historical places of religious interest that are included in the program • Transports to and from
the airport in Israel • The total price of the pilgrimage is based on a group of no less than 15 people.
NOT INCLUDED IN THE PRICE: Single room supplement, Traveler’s insurance of $174, Tips of $9 per
person, per day, bottled, beverages, personal expenses and lunches.
Estimated price: $ 3937 (Includes taxes of $539 known) Deposit for registration $275 (without insurance) or
$449 (with travel insurance) Paid by check or Money Order. Insurance is an additional $174.
REGISTER TODAY AND RESERVE YOUR SPACE!
If you wish to register, please contact:
FATHER AUSTIN MANSFIELD TEL: 928-247-4001
Fill out the form and send with your deposit and passport copy TODAY!
Final price will be known at the end of April 2020. If the price is higher than the estimated,
you will have 30 days from the date the final flyer has been published
to cancel your reservation without penalties and receive a full refund.

Don’t miss this chance of a lifetime!

Walk where Jesus walked

NOT INCLUDED IN THE PRICE: Recommended tips of $9 pp per day,
personal expenses and travel insurance of $174 Passports
and Visas: Your passport must be valid at least until September
17, 2021 American citizens do not need a visa to travel to Israel,
other nationalities please check with us. Single room supplement is $630 mandatory for the participant that does not have a
roommate. Aviatours and your leader will try their best to find a
roommate, but if we are unable to find one for you 45 days before

