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Next Parish Council Meeting
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Currently services are on Facebook ONLY.
The virtual live stream begins at 11:30 a.m.
Please join us!
In Other Words – Dependence Day
This weekend Americans are celebrating the 244th
anniversary of our successful revolution against the oppressive
English rule of King George III, having declared our
August
12, holiday
2018 known
independence in 1776. July 4 marks our
national
as Independence Day. We celebrate with fireworks, reminiscent of
the battles fought to secure our freedom during the Revolutionary
War.
As Americans, we don’t particularly like monarchies. We
invested too much blood and sweat in creating our republic to
subject ourselves to governance by fiat ever again. So,
Christianity is difficult for us.
John reminds us that Jesus set us free from our slavery to
sin. The head of a household in biblical times had absolute
authority over the people in it—family members, staff, and
slaves—even regarding life and death. The first-born son had the
delegated authority of the father. If he declared something—a
purchase, policy, or prohibition—it had the same power as if it
came directly from the Father.
So, if the son sets someone free, the decision is done. It
needs no further approval. It isn’t conditional. It can’t be revoked
by someone else. In John’s Gospel, Jesus tells a crowd in the
Temple courts, “If you continue in my word you are truly my
disciples, and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you
free… So, if the son sets you free, you will be truly free.” — John
8:31–32, 36 (LEB).
Paul tells us, however, that if we are no longer slaves to
sin, we are slaves to Jesus. We are designed to worship, and if we
aren’t worshipping God, we will find something else to worship.
Where we spend most of our discretionary money is often an
indication of what idols we have established as more important
than God.

than God. Often, sin becomes an idol for us. When
we choose to continue sinning, we enslave ourselves
to sin again. If we obey Jesus, as he commands
disciples to do in order to be his disciples, we are
slaves to him. Paul is quite clear about that.
Do you not know that to whomever
you present yourselves as slaves for
obedience, you are slaves to
whomever you obey, whether sin,
leading to death, or obedience,
leading to righteousness? — Rom
6:16
Paul consistently declared himself as a slave
to Jesus. We gloss over those parts of the text as we
read them, not realizing the magnitude of the
statement Paul is making. As a Roman citizen, Paul’s
expected loyalty was to the emperor in Rome.
Recognizing someone else as one’s king was
treason—if Jesus is Lord, then Caesar isn’t. Paul
willingly accepted a role as slave (doulos) in the
kingdom of God, evangelizing the Gentiles (sharing
the Gospel) as his mission from Jesus, and had the
audacity to publicly announce it to anyone who
would listen.
Here are a few of Paul’s statements about his
role as a disciple of Christ.
Paul, a slave of Christ Jesus,
called to be an apostle, set apart
for the gospel of God, — Rom 1:1
Paul, a slave of God and an apostle of
Jesus Christ for the faith of the chosen
of God and the knowledge of the truth
… — Titus 1:1
…If I were still trying to please people,
I would not be a slave of Christ. — Gal
1:10
Tychicus, my dear brother … and fellow
slave in the Lord, — Col 4:7

Paul also describes how a slave to Christ
should behave.
And the slave of the Lord must not quarrel,
but be kind toward everyone, skillful in
teaching, tolerant — 2 Tim 2:24
Epaphras, who is one of you, greets
you, a slave of Christ always
struggling on behalf of you in his
prayers, that you may stand mature
and fully assured in all the will of
God. — Col 4:12
We don’t like autocratic governance. We
prefer a seat at the table, a vote in any decision being
made, to have our say in any policy decisions that
affect us. But that’s not the way kingdoms work.
It takes real humility on our part to give our
will over to Jesus as our master. We’re just fine with
the idea of Jesus as our Savior, it’s with the idea of
Jesus as our Lord that we have difficulty.
Peter tells us to give all our burdens to God to
handle because he loves us. That’s a strange sort of
master, one who willingly accepts the burdens of his
slaves; but that’s what slavery to Jesus means.
Humble yourselves,
therefore, under God’s
mighty hand, that he may lift
you up in due time. 7 Cast all
your anxiety on him because
he cares for you. — 1 Peter
5:6–7
So, as we celebrate our independence as a
nation this weekend, let us also celebrate our
dependence on God, recognizing his costly sacrifice
on our behalf, and willingly devoting our time here
on earth in his service.
Your Fellow Slave in the Lord,
Fr. Austin

Readings for the
Fifth Sunday after Pentecost
Zechariah 9:9-12; Psalm 145:8-15;
Romans 7:15-25a; Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30


Those Who Serve
Lessons ~ Al Manning
Prayers ~ Sherri Wayman


Lord, we ask you to comfort and sustain all who in this
transitory life are in sickness, or any other adversity.
Open the hearts to know your love and feel your
presence.
We pray for Bishop Keith, Abbie Bundy, Alfredo & Lilian
Campa, Betty (Bo Peep) Penny, Donna, Kate Campa,
Dcn. Linda, Lorraine Chavez, Steve Chacon, Merle
Shyne, Laura, Darlene O., Maddy, Lauren, Steven,
Elena, Armida, Armida’s mother, Officer Shay K.
Mikalonis, and Pray for the World.
If you would like to submit prayer requests for this
newsletter or if you have any updates, please contact the
church office at 928-343-9551, or ctryuma@gmail.com

PRAYERS FOR THE DEANERY OF ARIZONA
The Rev. Dr. Earle Fox, Good Shepherd, Mesa
The Rev. Leo and Sylvia Laney, Living Faith, Tempe

Steve Tinsley ~ July 3
Fr. Austin ~ July 15
Johna Meek ~ July 17



May the light of the Lord shine upon you
and grant you happiness on your birthday and
for many years to come.


Can You Help?
This Saturday, July 11th, Civil Air Patrol will be
collecting canned goods/non-perishable food for
the Yuma Food Bank. They would welcome any
donations from CtR for this very worthy cause.
Please contact Deacon Linda (259-6620) for more
information.

Sunday, July 5
11:30a.m. Worship Service (via Facebook)
Tuesday, July 7
6:30 a.m. Bible Study (Nehemiah) via ZOOM
Wednesday, July 8
2:00 p.m. Bible Study (Pauline Letters – 2 Corinthians)
via ZOOM
5:30 p.m. Worship Service (in church & via Facebook)
Sunday, July 12
11:30 a.m. Worship Service (via Facebook)

CTR PRAYER PROJECT
2 Corinthians 4:16-18-So we do not lose heart. Even though
our outer nature is wasting away, our inner nature is being
renewed day by day. For this slight momentary affliction is
preparing us for an eternal weight of glory beyond all
measure, because we look not at what can be seen but at
what cannot be seen; for what can be seen is temporary,
but what cannot be seen is eternal.

The Fourth of July on the Mogollon Rim is usually a BIG
DEAL! Flags are everywhere. Cabins have patriotic
banners hanging from their railings. There’s a parade
of quads, horseshoe tournaments, pancake breakfasts,
picnics, barbeques, musical concerts, a community
market, a huge rummage sale, ice cream social at the
fire station, fireworks at the high school in the
adjoining town, and a week of Vacation Bible School for
all the grandchildren at the Community Center. But not
this year. The Community Center is closed, and nearly
everything has been cancelled. Socializing is nearly
impossible. The world as a whole is greatly affected by
the Covid-19 Virus this year, but only the USA celebrates
Independence Day on July 4th. We can still celebrate
the freedoms our Founding Fathers envisioned for us,
giving thanks to God for this beautiful land and all its
resources. (Go online and type a place in the USA
you’ve never visited, and you will be taken there with
photos.) We can praise the Lord for providing a new
land where freedom of religion could be practiced, and
where people from all over the world have settled. We
can display our flags and remember those who gave
their lives to preserve our freedom; we can pledge
allegiance to that flag and re-commit to the ideals for
which it stands. We can listen to and sing along with
the patriotic songs we learned as youngsters. And we
can thank God for the hope we have for a bright future.
Things may look a bit bleak right now, but this, too,
shall pass. The Bible tells us that the world, as we
know it, will pass away one day, and the Lord will
create a new one to take its place, so we mustn’t get
attached to what we can see around us. Paul’s letter
to the Church in Corinth, is one of encouragement,
telling them they mustn’t lose heart, and we must not
lose heart, either. Paul exhorts us to look at what
cannot be seen, beyond the trappings, parades, and
barbeques, because our God is eternal, not temporary.
We have an awesome God, whose love for us is
unconditional and unfathomable. We have been freed
from the power of sin by Christ’s sacrifice on the Cross.
We have been given the indwelling Holy Spirit to help
us defeat the enemy and become like Christ. We have
been born again IN CHRIST---the One with all power
and authority in heaven and on earth. Death was
defeated on Easter morn. We have access to Almighty

God 24/7. Our Lord has prepared for us a place in
eternity, and has sealed that promise with the presence
of His Holy Spirit. Our bodies may be falling apart at
the seams, but our souls and spirits will live on forever.
We have been adopted by our Creator and Redeemer,
and we are Children of God; we belong to the Family of
God, with so many brothers and sisters in Christ we
can’t count them all. Let’s not focus on the negative
this year. Instead, let’s celebrate the positive, the
unseen, and the eternal, none of which can be affected
by a virus.
Praying in One Accord-God has assigned each of us a
national heritage. Let’s remember to pray in one
accord for unity, harmony, and blessings in this nation,
as we live out our temporary stay here.
Accord Prayer-Lord Christ, thank You for the freedoms
we enjoy as a nation and as members of the Family of
God; strengthen our resolve to live as one in peace,
harmony, and love with one another. In Your Name we
pray. Amen.
Prayer of Thanksgiving-Almighty Father, thank You for
blessing the United States of America; thank You for
reminding us, as we celebrate Independence Day, of
Your role in creating and establishing this great country
and its government, under YOU. Amen.


The Conflict of Two Natures
(Romans 7:14-25)

