
      

 

 

 

  
In Word – Kingdom Citizenship Test 

Paul Bedard wrote an article in the Washington 

Examiner Oct. 3, 2018, about the abysmal scores 

that American citizens got in a survey based on 

the multiple-choice test that immigrants take to 

become U.S. citizens.  

Only 1/3 (36%) of the American citizens 

surveyed passed the test overall, with just 1/5 

(19%) of those under the age of 45 passing. The 

test required a score of only 60% to pass. The 

survey was done for the Woodrow Wilson 

National Fellowship Foundation and conducted 

by Lincoln Park Strategies.  

• 72 percent couldn’t accurately identify 

the 13 original states. 

• Just 24 percent were able to identify 

correctly one thing Benjamin Franklin 

was famous for 

o 37 percent said he invented the 

lightbulb. 

• 12 percent incorrectly thought WWII 

Gen. Dwight Eisenhower led troops in the 

Civil War. 

• And 2 percent believe the Cold War was 

caused by climate change. 

Two percent may seem small, but in a country of 

330 million people, that indicates that 6.6 

million believe climate change caused the Cold 

War—that’s four times the population of 

Phoenix (1,680,992)! 

You would think that the people who enjoy the 

benefits of living in a particular community 

would know more about its history. Well, so did 

the author of the Book of Hebrews. 
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Scholars are unsure about who wrote it, because 

unlike Paul’s letters which typically begin with a 

statement like, “I, Paul, a slave of our Lord Jesus 

Christ …,” this book carries no author 

identification.  

Some commentators believe that the author is 

the pastor of a home church with a couple dozen 

members, writing a pastoral letter to urge them 

not to take the easy path avoiding persecution 

by denying Jesus as the Messiah and reverting 

back to the Judaism they’d all left.  

The Jews had a special relationship with the 

Romans that other vassal groups did not have. 

They enjoyed a freedom regarding their religion 

that allowed for certain preferential treatment, 

such as following the Sabbath rules every 

seventh day, even though the Romans had an 8-

day week.  

Jews who believed that Jesus was the Messiah 

were excommunicated from the Temple and 

synagogues, and thus also from the protection 

afforded them under Roman law.  

The letter was written probably before AD 70, 

but definitely before AD 96 because Pope 

Clement I refers to it in his first letter in AD 96, 

and Hebrews doesn’t mention the destruction of 

the Temple in AD 70, which would have 

bolstered the author’s claim that Jesus is the 

great high priest who fulfilled the former 

Temple sacrifice requirements. So, it was most 

likely written in the late 50s or early 60s during 

Roman persecution under Nero. 

Hebrews shows us the need for members of a 

culture or community to understand its history 

and formation. 

Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in 

many and various ways by the 

prophets, 2 but in these last days he has 

spoken to us by a Son, whom he 

appointed heir of all things, through 

whom he also created the worlds.  3 He 

is the reflection of God’s glory and the 

exact imprint of God’s very being, and 

he sustains all things by his powerful 

word. When he had made purification 

for sins, he sat down at the right hand 

of the Majesty on high, 4 having 

become as much superior to angels as 

the name he has inherited is more 

excellent than theirs. — Hebrews 1:1–4 

(NRSV)  

The author then details a logical, rabbinic 

testimony, like a trial lawyer presenting his case, 

laying a strong foundational argument and then 

building upon it to show that Jesus is indeed the 

Messiah they had all been waiting for, and that 

rejecting him to avoid persecution is not a good 

idea. The Lectionary leaves a portion of that 

build up out, but the author intended everyone 

to hear it (and the entire letter would have been 

read in one sitting, not as a few sentences at a 

time spread over 14 weeks of Bible study). 

5 For to which of the angels did God ever 

say, “You are my Son; today I have begotten 

you”? Or again, “I will be his Father, and he 

will be my Son”? 6 And again, when he 

brings the firstborn into the world, he says, 

“Let all God’s angels worship him.” 7 Of the 

angels he says, “He makes his angels winds, 

and his servants flames of fire.” 8 But of the 

Son he says, “Your throne, O God, is forever 

and ever, and the righteous scepter is the 

scepter of your kingdom. 9 You have loved 

righteousness and hated wickedness; 

therefore God, your God, has anointed you 

with the oil of gladness beyond your 

companions.” 10 And, “In the beginning, 

Lord, you founded the earth, and the 

heavens are the work of your hands; 11 they 

will perish, but you remain; they will all 

wear out like clothing; 12 like a cloak you 

will roll them up, and like clothing they will 

be changed. But you are the same, and your 

years will never end.” 13 But to which of the 

angels has he ever said, “Sit at my right 

hand until I make your enemies a footstool 

for your feet”? 14 Are not all angels spirits in 

the divine service, sent to serve for the sake 

of those who are to inherit salvation? 1 



Therefore we must pay greater attention to 

what we have heard, so that we do not drift 

away from it. 2 For if the message declared 

through angels was valid, and every 

transgression or disobedience received a 

just penalty, 3 how can we escape if we 

neglect so great a salvation? It was declared 

at first through the Lord, and it was attested 

to us by those who heard him, 4 while God 

added his testimony by signs and wonders 

and various miracles, and by gifts of the 

Holy Spirit, distributed according to his 

will. — Hebrews 1:5–2:4  

Jesus ranks higher than the angels, according to 

scripture, and scripture tells us that angels have 

brought God’s warnings of destruction and also 

his message of salvation. So, if ignoring the 

angels’ warnings brings devastation, imagine 

how bad it would be to ignore the warnings from 

someone even more powerful than angels.  

And yet, the one who ranked higher than the 

angels became human, a distinct drop in status, 

in order to show us the extent to which our 

creator is willing to go to draw us back into 

proper relationship with him.  

David ponders this idea in Psalm 8. 

What is a human being that you 

think of him? And a child of 

humankind that you care for him? — 

Psalm 8:4 (LEB) 

Hebrews comments on David’s rumination in 

describing Christ’s sacrificial devotion to his role 

as High Priest and lord of all. 

Now God did not subject the coming 

world, about which we are speaking, to 

angels. 6 But someone has testified 

somewhere, “What are human beings 

that you are mindful of them, or mortals, 

that you care for them? 7 You have made 

them for a little while lower than the 

angels; you have crowned them with 

glory and honor, 8 subjecting all things 

under their feet.” Now in subjecting all 

things to them, God left nothing outside 

their control. As it is, we do not yet see 

everything in subjection to them, 9 but 

we do see Jesus, who for a little while 

was made lower than the angels, now 

crowned with glory and honor because 

of the suffering of death, so that by the 

grace of God he might taste death for 

everyone. 10 It was fitting that God, for 

whom and through whom all things 

exist, in bringing many children to glory, 

should make the pioneer of their 

salvation perfect through sufferings. 11 

For the one who sanctifies and those who 

are sanctified all have one Father. For 

this reason Jesus is not ashamed to call 

them brothers and sisters, 12 saying, “I 

will proclaim your name to my brothers 

and sisters, in the midst of the 

congregation I will praise you.” — 

Hebrews 2:5–12   

If Christians were given a test about the 

formation of Christianity from the roots of 

Judaism, how do you think we’d do?  

Would we do any better than today’s youth in 

America who have almost no understanding of 

this nation’s history?  

I really doubt it. A recent survey by the Barna 

Group (a Christian research company) revealed 

that 10% of professed Christians (actual 

Christians, not just the average American) 

believe that Joan of Arc was Noah’s wife.  

The influence of Hebrews within the Church 

diminished over the centuries, but it needs to 

become more prominent in our studies as one of 

the most important New Testament letters. It 

clearly lays out the case for Jesus as the Christ 

who is prophesied throughout the Old 

Testament.  

Our spiritual community of believers is made 

stronger by knowing its formation by the 

patriarchs, just as our temporal citizenry here is 

strengthened by knowing about our founding 

fathers. 



If we’re going to be ambassadors of God’s 

Kingdom, we should be familiar with its history.     

 

Your Brother in Christ, 

Fr. Austin 

 

 

 

Season after Pentecost 
Sunday’s Lessons 

1st Reading:  Gen 2:18-24 
Psalm: 8  

2nd Reading: Heb 1:1-4; 2:5-12  
Gospel: Mark 10:2-6   

 
 

Please note: 
The deadline for newsletter 
submission is 9 a.m. 
Wednesday. Thank you. 
 

 
 

  
 
Lord, we ask you to comfort and sustain all who 
in this transitory life are in sickness, or any 
other adversity. Open their hearts to know your 
love and feel your presence.   
We pray for Carrie Ruse, Al Manning, Dale, 
Scotty Haskell, Julie Corral, Bill and Judy 
Fletcher, Zachary Kircher, Katy Mize, Lina, 
Bruno Hildebrandt, Kara, Eric, Ella & Timothy, 

Gerry Pyper, Sandra Pyper, Steven Fischer, Ann 
Traverso, Neil, Pat Galloway, Dorothy Green, 
Denise, Connie, Sue, Bishop Keith, Abbie 
Bundy, Betty (Bo Peep) Penny, Donna, Dcn. 
Linda, Lorraine Chavez, Steve Chacon, Merle 
Shyne, Laura, Darlene O., Maddy, Steven, Elena, 
Officer Shay K. Mikalonis, Niki, Roni, Bob, 
Carol, Kim Henehan, Kathy Watson, Jim and 
Wendy Music, Maureen Light, Tim Harris, 
Emily Carlisi, Stan Watowich, Lety, and Linda.  
  
To submit or update prayer requests for this 
newsletter, please contact the church office at 
928-343-9551, or ctryuma@gmail.com  
 
 

CTR Prayer Project 
 

But you, be sober in all things, endure 
hardship, do the work of an evangelist, 
fulfill your ministry. — 2 Timothy 4:5 

 
Most Christians have a tremendous fear of 
evangelizing. We’d much rather leave that to 
pastors or missionaries. We don’t have the 
training. We are no longer young or in good 
physical shape. We aren’t up to traveling. What 
if the people we meet ask us something we can’t 
answer? We can come up with lots of excuses 
but God knows them all. He’s heard them 
thousands of times. And He’s not expecting us to 
witness in the remotest parts of the world. We’ve 
been placed here on earth, right where He needs 
us to serve Him here and now. Right where He 
has thousands of unbelievers just waiting for an 
encounter with God. But where is God? He’s 
right here inside each and every believer. So, 
where are all these unbelievers? At the soup 
kitchens? Yes, but those are already covered by 
other churches and other volunteers. At the 
parks? Yes, but people there are afraid of 
strangers. At the grocery stores? Yes, but people 
are too busy there to stop and listen to me share 
the Gospel. At school? Yes, but I don’t want my 
friends to think I’m a nut case. So, what are we 
to do? How are we to spread the Good News? 
It’s easy. Do what Jesus did. He reached out to 
them in love. We can do the same. How about a 
plate of home-baked cookies for the person who 
mows your lawn? How about a casserole for 
your cleaning lady and her family? How about 
offering to do a load of laundry or two for a 
person who is sick? How about offering an hour 
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or two of free babysitting for the young mother 
across the street? Or how about writing a note to 
someone you know is an unbeliever, telling 
them how much their friendship means to you? 
You will never know how many doors you can 
open with acts of kindness, until you try. And if 
you are lacking better ideas than these, just ask 
the Holy Spirit for inspiration. It’s a matter of 
life or death, and time is of the essence. 
 
Praying in One Accord Being in one accord 
with the Great Commission is a matter of loving 
others as you would want to be loved. 
 
Accord Prayer Lord Christ, You had a special 
way of making people feel loved, cared about, 
and of value to You.  Help us make those around 
us feel the same way, especially unbelievers.  In 
Your Name we pray.  Amen. 
 
Prayer of Thanksgiving Father of All, thank 
You for planting us right where You know You 
can use us to build Your kingdom.  Thank You 
for showing us the people You want us to reach 
out to with the love of Jesus.  Amen. 
 
 
 
 

 
Sunday, Oct 3 
11:30 a.m. Worship Service 
 
Tuesday, Oct 5 

6:30 a.m. Bible Study (Matthew) 
6:30 p.m. GriefShare 
 
 

Wednesday, Oct 6 
2 p.m. Bible Study (Jude) 
5:30 p.m. Worship Service 
 
Sunday, Oct 10 
11:30 a.m. Worship Service 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The Glory of the Lord In Creation  
(Psalm 8:1–9) 

 

 
 
 


