
      

 

 

 

  
In Other Words – Mel K. Saydeck 

This week’s passage from Hebrews mentions a 

particular Old Testament character who makes a 

cameo appearance in the story about Abram: 

Melchizedek.  

For every high priest taken from men is 

appointed in service to God for the 

people, to offer both gifts and sacrifices 

for sins. 2 He is able to deal gently with 

those who are ignorant and are going 

astray, since he is also subject to 

weakness. 3 Because of this, he must 

make a sin offering for himself as well 

as for the people. 4 No one takes this 

honor on himself; instead, a person is 

called by God, just as Aaron was. 5 In 

the same way, the Messiah did not exalt 

Himself to become a high priest, but the 

One who said to Him, You are My Son; 

today I have become Your Father, 6 also 

said in another passage, You are a 

priest forever in the order of 

Melchizedek. 7 During His earthly life, 

He offered prayers and appeals with 

loud cries and tears to the One who was 

able to save Him from death, and He 

was heard because of His reverence. 8 

Though He was God’s Son, He learned 

obedience through what He suffered. 9 

After He was perfected, He became the 

source of eternal salvation for all who 

obey Him, 10 and He was declared by 

God a high priest in the order of 

Melchizedek. — Hebrews 5:1–14 (HCSB)  

Just one historical mention about Melchizedek: 

Early in the Book of Genesis.  The only other 

reference is by David in Psalm 110, in which he 

prophesies that the Lord is “…a priest forever, 

in the order of Melchizedek.”   
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For the next thousand years, no one mentions 

him in Scripture at all — not a single prophet. 

Not until after Jesus’ resurrection and 

ascension, in the Book of Hebrews, do we see 

any mention of Melchizedek again. In all 66 

books of the Bible, Melchizedek is mentioned in 

just three. But those three references give an 

amazing image of Christ. 

In Genesis 12, we see that Abraham is still 

Abram. God promised to give him many 

children, grandchildren, and so on — but he 

hasn’t yet changed Abram’s name to Abraham. 

Abram so far has followed God’s will, leaving his 

home in Ur and setting out for the unknown 

with his wife Sarai, and other relatives.  

By Genesis 13, Abram and his nephew, Lot, have 

so much livestock and servants that they’re 

crowding each other out wherever they camp. 

So, they go their separate ways, with Lot taking 

the plains along the Jordan River near Sodom, 

while Abram travels on to Canaan.  The kings in 

that region begin to battle each other, four 

against five. The five include Sodom and 

Gomorrah. The four victorious kings, and their 

armies, take all the food and wealth with them, 

including Abram’s nephew, Lot, and all his 

property.  

When Abram finds out about it, he gathers his 

people together and attacks the four kings, 

bringing back Lot and the other people who had 

been captured, along with all their property.  

The King of Sodom meets Abram when he 

returns. So does Melchizadek.  

Then Melchizedek king of Salem 

brought out bread and wine. He 

was priest of God Most High, and 

he blessed Abram, saying, “Blessed 

be Abram by God Most High, 

Creator of heaven and earth. And 

praise be to God Most High, who 

delivered your enemies into your 

hand.” Then Abram gave him a 

tenth of everything. — Genesis 

14:18-20 

There’s a lot to unpack in those five sentences.  

1) Melchizedek isn’t just some funny Jewish 

name from the Old Testament. It’s really two 

Hebrew terms connected by a hyphen, and more 

accurately pronounced: “MAHL-kee-TSED-ek” 

(Malki-Tzedek). It means “my king is 

righteousness.” Also, Malki-Tzedek was the 

king of Salem, which means “peace.” Salem 

was not one of the nine kingdoms involved in 

the war. Malki-Tzedek was both King of 

Righteousness and King of Peace.  

2) He brought out bread and wine for the 

blessing. Jesus used bread and wine; we use it 

today; and the Levite priests used bread and 

wine as well. Aaron was the first Levite priest 

under Mosiac Law (described in Leviticus). They 

were called Levites because they were 

descendants from the tribe of Levi. All priests 

were from that tribe.  

We see that Malki-Tzedek was a priest of 

God Most High, but he wasn’t a Levite. 

There were no Levites because Levi hadn’t been 

born yet. But Malki-Tzedek was a priest, without 

descending from the Levite lineage, and his use 

of bread and wine is still part of worship services 

today.  

3) He blessed Abram.  In Hebrews 7:7 we read, 

“And without doubt the lesser is blessed by the 

greater.” Abram is the one God chose to create a 

covenant with. He became known as “Father 

Abraham,” “Friend of God,” and “Father of 

Multitudes.” You’d think he would be the one 

presiding over the worship and blessing 

everyone else. Yet we see Abram instead 

receiving God’s blessing through Malki-Tzedek, 

who also received Abram’s offering of ten 

percent of everything he had.  

4) Abram tithed. God instructed the Israelites to 

give one tenth of what they earned or grew to 

the Levites. The Old English word “teotha” 

means a tenth, and that’s where we get the 

English word tithe. But Abram didn’t have any 

Old English words or Levites. The tithing 

requirement from God was part of Mosaic Law, 

not Abram’s covenant. Yet, Abram gave Malki-

Tzedek 10 percent of everything. 

5) Malki-Tzedek was a priest-king.  Saul was 

Israel’s first king, selected by the Israelites. God 



warned them against it, but they decided to do it 

anyway (1 Samuel 11-31). God chose a shepherd 

boy, David, from the tribe of Judah to replace 

Saul. All Hebrew kings after that came from the 

House of David, which is part of the tribe of 

Judah.  

Jewish kings were from the tribe of Judah, 

and Jewish priests came from Levi. A 

priest-king is impossible under Mosaic 

Law! Birth determines the tribe one is part of, 

and Jews could not transfer tribal membership. 

It was impossible to be from both Judah and 

Levi. 

Malki-Tzedek’s role as priest-king is unique in 

the Bible, except for one other person: Jesus.  

Both king-priests share a metaphorical 

similarity.  

Malki-Tzedek was around before he greeted 

Abram. He had obviously been a priest-king for 

some time before the event we see in those three 

short verses. He also remained a king-priest 

after that, continuing to serve. We know the life 

history of many people described in the Bible: 

their parents, their hometowns, how many 

siblings they have, who their children are, even 

their favorite food (Esau traded his birthright 

for the red stew that his younger brother, Jacob, 

was cooking).  

Here’s the only other priest-king in the Bible, 

and we don’t know his beginning or his end. He 

appears, does what God expects from him, and 

then disappears from our view.  

Likewise, Jesus has no origin or ending. He 

appears in the story, and then disappears from 

our sight. Both are without beginning or ending, 

and both demonstrate God’s love and blessing 

before the covenant with Abraham. 

God has loved us since before we were fearfully 

and wonderfully made. His covenant is a 

reminder of his love for us. It’s not a contract 

that God is forced to keep against his better 

judgment. The covenant demonstrates to us how 

much God loves us and wants to draw us to him.  

Jesus is not just the priest who offers our 

sacrifice to our Father in heaven. He offered 

himself as a living and perpetual sacrifice for the 

whole world for all time.  

As our great high priest, Jesus provides the 

sacrifice we can never offer ourselves. Only 

Jesus was sinless and holy, an unblemished 

lamb who could be sacrificed so that we could 

live. His sacrifice pays for our sins and we are 

given new life when we accept the offer of his 

sacrifice on our behalf.  

As king, Jesus has the authority to welcome us 

into his kingdom, having made us sinless by his 

own sacrifice. Only the priest-king Jesus has the 

ability to both offer and accept that sacrifice. 

Then the author of Hebrews hits his audience 

with these comments: 

We have a great deal to say about this, 

and it’s difficult to explain, since you 

have become too lazy to understand. 12 

Although by this time you ought to be 

teachers, you need someone to teach 

you the basic principles of God’s 

revelation again. You need milk, not 

solid food. 13 Now everyone who lives 

on milk is inexperienced with the 

message about righteousness, because 

he is an infant. 14 But solid food is for 

the mature—for those whose senses 

have been trained to distinguish 

between good and evil. — Hebrews 

5:11-14 

Tough statement, isn’t it? The author describes 

our salvation in terms of a sacrifice made by the 

greatest high priest ever, reminiscent of the 

Temple and Tabernacle atonement sacrifices 

made by Levitical priests. He then tells his 

audience that they should know this already, 

that in fact they should be knowledgeable 

enough to teach it!  

But they are too lazy to bother even keeping up 

with what they’ve already been taught; so bad 

that they need to be re-taught what they’ve 

already learned. Like children returning to 

school from summer vacation, they need to re-

learn what they’ve forgotten. They should be 

having “solid food” but can barely digest “milk”! 



That rebuke applies to Christians today as well. 

Many people come to church Sunday morning 

and hear the scripture readings but have no 

context or understanding of how they fit into the 

rest of the Bible story. They know Christmas is 

about the birth of Jesus and Easter has him 

rising from the dead, but little else about the 

Gospel message or Israel’s history and role in it.  

The Book of Hebrews leaves us with a couple 

questions:  

1) What am I doing to enhance my 
understanding of the Bible? 

2) How would I explain Christ’s sacrifice for 
us to a stranger who asked me?  
 

Questions that need answers from anyone 

wanting to be a disciple.  

 

Your Brother in Christ, 

Fr. Austin 

 

 

 

Season after Pentecost 
Sunday’s Lessons 

1st Reading:  Isaiah 53:4-12 
Psalm: 91:9-16  

2nd Reading: Heb 5:1-10  
Gospel: Mark 10:35-45   

 
Please note: 
The deadline for newsletter 
submission is 9 a.m. 
Wednesday. Thank you. 
 

 
 

  
 
Lord, we ask you to comfort and sustain all who 
in this transitory life are in sickness, or any 
other adversity. Open their hearts to know your 
love and feel your presence.   
We pray for Carrie Ruse, Al Manning, Dale, 
Scotty Haskell, Julie Corral, Bill and Judy 
Fletcher, Zachary Kircher, Katy Mize, Lina, 
Bruno Hildebrandt, Kara, Eric, Ella & Timothy, 
Gerry Pyper, Sandra Pyper, Steven Fischer, Ann 
Traverso, Neil, Pat Galloway, Dorothy Green, 
Denise, Connie, Sue, Bishop Keith, Abbie 
Bundy, Betty (Bo Peep) Penny, Donna, Dcn. 
Linda, Lorraine Chavez, Steve Chacon, Merle 
Shyne, Laura, Darlene O., Maddy, Steven, Elena, 
Officer Shay K. Mikalonis, Niki, Roni, Bob, 
Carol, Kim Henehan, Kathy Watson, Jim and 
Wendy Music, Maureen Light, Tim Harris, Jim 
and Mary Lou Slater, Dorothy Warner, Stan 
Watowich, Lety, and Linda.  
  
To submit or update prayer requests for this 
newsletter, please contact the church office at 
928-343-9551, or ctryuma@gmail.com.  
 

 
 

Diaper  

Drive  
 
 

We are collecting diapers all this month to help 
moms and babies in these difficult economic 
times through New Life Ministries. The biggest 
need is for sizes 4, 5, and 6. You can bring them 
to church on Sunday. For more information call 
Ann Traverso at 928-287-7668. 
 

CTR Prayer Project 
 

According to all that God had commanded 
him, so he [Noah] did.— Gen 6:22 

When I was growing up, I didn’t like having to 
do what my friends weren’t expected to do.  “So-
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and-so doesn’t have to do that, so why do I?”  
My mother would always reply, “Because I’m 
YOUR mother, not hers, and because I told you 
to do it!” When I became a parent, I told my 
children the same thing! Learning to obey our 
parents without question is the way we learn to 
honor and respect all those in authority over us. 
That’s how we learned to obey our teachers. We 
never questioned them; we just obeyed. That’s 
how we learned to obey our bosses. When I 
worked at Virginia’s Gift Shop at Knott’s Berry 
Farm, I never questioned what my boss told me 
to do. People who had no intention of buying a 
set of jewelry would come up to the jewelry 
counter, take a set of beads out of one box and 
drop them in another box. I was instructed to 
remove them, wind them around my fingers, 
and set them back in the box with the earrings 
that matched them. Whenever I worked that 
counter, that’s what I did all day. And obeying 
our parents, teachers, and bosses is the way we 
learn to obey God. I was told at a young age that 
the only time we are not supposed to obey 
someone in authority over us is when they tell us 
to do something God has commanded us not to 
do. We don’t always understand the reason for 
doing what we are told to do, but when God tells 
us to do something (or not do something), He 
has a very good reason for doing so. Noah and 
his family were considered righteous by God, 
“blameless in his time,” because even when God 
told him to do something, such as to build a boat 
when there was no water in sight, he did it 
willingly and readily. We should do the same.  
Obedience is our way of showing God that we 
love and respect Him. 

Praying in One Accord God does not require 
us to understand His will, just obey it, even if it 
seems unreasonable. 

Accord Prayer Lord Christ, You set the perfect 
example of godly obedience by dying on the 
cross when you had done nothing to deserve it; 
but Your obedience enabled our sins to be 
forgiven, and it enabled us to be reconciled to 
our heavenly Father. Help us obey, even when 
we don’t understand Your will. In Your name we 
pray. Amen. 

Prayer of Thanksgiving Heavenly Father, 
thank You for considering us believers righteous 
because of the righteousness of Your obedient 
Son, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 
Sunday, Oct 17 
11:30 a.m. Worship Service 
 
Tuesday, Oct 19 

6:30 a.m. Bible Study (Matthew) 
6:30 p.m. Grief Share 
 
 

Wednesday, Oct 20 
2 p.m. Bible Study (1 John) 
5:30 p.m. Worship Service 
 
Sunday, Oct 24 
11:30 a.m. Worship Service 
 
 

A Request by James and John  
(Mark 10:35–45) 

 

 
 
 


