
      

 

 

 

 

Thanksgiving Meal 

We will be providing Thanksgiving 

dinner for a family of 6 through New 

Life Ministries this year. Fr. Austin 

and Ann Traverso will pick up the 

Turkey, side dishes, dessert, etc. 

Please prayerfully consider donating 

this Sunday to help defray the cost, 

as the meal will be delivered to the 

family Nov. 19.  

 

  
 

Fore Word / After Word  

An Obedient Community 

Many of us grew up believing the Old Testament 
sacrifices brought forgiveness of sin for the 
Israelites through atonement. In a sense it did, 
but not in the sense we usually think of with the 
words forgive or atonement.  

For example, Leviticus 4:26 shows the standard 
summary for each of the various sacrifices 
described in the Old Testament: “…and the 
priest shall make atonement for him because of 
his sin, and he will be forgiven.”  

The Hebrew word translated as atonement 
(kipper) means to smear or cover with pitch, 
appease, make amends; and forgive (calach) 
often means to be indulgent toward (overly 
generous, or lenient).  None of these connote the 
sense of permanence that we associate with the 
English idea of forgiveness and atonement.  
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The nearest Western equivalent concept I can 
think of is our “interest-only” mortgage payment 
system. The payment each month doesn’t reduce 
the principal debt, but merely allows you to 
remain in your house without it being foreclosed 
as your debt is covered for that month by paying 
that interest payment. In an interest-only 
mortgage, you will never pay down the principal 
amount you owe.  

The author of Hebrews emphasizes that concept 
in the verses before this week’s passage.  

For it is impossible for the blood of bulls 
and goats to take away sins. 5 Therefore, 
when he came into the world, he said, 
“Sacrifice and offering you did not want, 
but a body you prepared for me; 6 you 
did not delight in whole burnt offerings 
and offerings for sins. 7 Then I said, 
‘Behold, I have come— in the roll of the 
book it is written about me— to do your 
will, O God.’ 8 When he says above, 
“Sacrifices and offerings and whole 
burnt offerings and offerings for sin you 
did not want, nor did you delight in,” 
which are offered according to the law, 9 
then he has said, “Behold, I have come to 
do your will.” He takes away the first in 
order to establish the second, 10 by which 
will we are made holy through the 
offering of the body of Jesus Christ once 
for all. — Heb 10:4–10 (LEB)  

The author refers back to David’s comments in 
Psalm 40:6 about God not wanting sacrifices, 
that he prefers obedience. The Israelites’ sin 
offerings were necessary only because they 
sinned. Had they been obedient, none would be 
needed.   

Which leads to today’s passage that describes 
the human Aaronic priesthood requiring 
continuous sacrifices, because humanities sins 
were not taken away by animal sacrifices, merely 
illuminated and deferred.  

And every priest stands every day serving 
and offering the same sacrifices many 
times, which are never able to take away 
sins. 12 But this one, after he had offered 
one sacrifice for sins for all time, sat down 
at the right hand of God, 13 from now on 
waiting until his enemies are made a 
footstool for his feet. 14 For by one offering 
he has perfected for all time those who are 

made holy. 15 And the Holy Spirit also 
testifies to us, for after saying, 16 “This is 
the covenant that I will decree for them 
after those days, says the Lord: I am 
putting my laws on their hearts, and I will 
write them on their minds.” 17 He also says, 
“Their sins and their lawless deeds I will 
never remember again.” 18 Now where 
there is forgiveness of these, there is no 
longer an offering for sin. — Heb 10:11–18    

Since our sins are actually erased by Jesus’ 
sacrifice, we are permanently forgiven. The 
curtain separating the Israelites from the holiest 
area of the Temple, in which God’s presence was 
manifested, was torn physically in the Temple 
during Jesus’ crucifixion and spiritually in the 
world, allowing us direct access to our Heavenly 
Father through Jesus Christ without another 
human intermediary sacrificing on our behalf. 

Therefore, brothers, since we have 
confidence for the entrance into the 
sanctuary by the blood of Jesus, 20 by the 
new and living way which he inaugurated 
for us through the curtain, that is, his flesh, 
21 and since we have a great priest over the 
house of God, 22 let us approach with a true 
heart in the full assurance of faith, our 
hearts sprinkled clean from an evil 
conscience and our bodies washed with 
pure water. 23 Let us hold fast to the 
confession of our hope without wavering, 
for the one who promised is faithful. 24 And 
let us think about how to stir one another 
up to love and good works, 25 not 
abandoning our meeting together, as is the 
habit of some, but encouraging each other, 
and by so much more as you see the day 
drawing near. — Heb 10:19–25 

That last line should pierce like a sword for 
those of us who have claimed to be able to 
worship God by ourselves at the golf course or 
fishing or camping without having to worship 
with others on Sunday mornings.  

Gathering together stirs us toward apostolic 
action in our community and blesses us and 
others by the fellowship we bring and receive. 
Apparently, the “I can worship God without 
being with other people” nonsense was 
occurring even in the 1st century and was just as 
absurd then as it is now. Hence the 
admonishment against it. 



One other point to share, as this is the last part 
of Hebrews in the lectionary this cycle, is the 
altar upon which Jesus offered his sacrifice. In 
the closing chapter of this letter, the author 
comments about this. 

We have an altar from which those who 
serve in the tabernacle do not have the 
right to eat. — Heb 13:10  

We think of the table on the chancel as the altar; 
however, the real Christian altar — the one upon 
which Jesus offered himself for the sake of our 
salvation — is the cross. Those who served in the 
tabernacle were not able to partake of the 
sacrifice that had yet to be offered for them. 
They had the interest-only sacrifices of animals. 
Through the Holy Spirit, all Christians receive 
the benefit of the sacrifice offered once for all 
upon the Christian altar.  

We remember that sacrifice and celebrate Jesus’ 
resurrection during our ceremony at that table 
each week. The real altar, however, stood on a 
hill outside Jerusalem 2,000 years ago.  

Your Brother in Christ, 

Fr. Austin 

 

Season after Pentecost 
Sunday’s Lessons 

1st Reading:  Daniel 12:1-3 
Psalm: 16 

2nd Reading: Hebrews 10:11-25 
Gospel: Mark 13:1-8 

 
 
 
 
 

  
 
Lord, we ask you to comfort and sustain all who 
in this transitory life are in sickness, or any 
other adversity. Open their hearts to know your 
love and feel your presence.   
 
We pray for Carrie Ruse, Al Manning, Dale, 

Scotty Haskell, Julie Corral, Bill and Judy 
Fletcher, Zachary Kircher, Katy Mize, Lina, 
Bruno Hildebrandt, Kara, Eric, Ella & Timothy, 
Gerry Pyper, Sandra Pyper, Steven Fischer, Ann 
Traverso, Neil, Pat Galloway, Dorothy Green, 
Denise, Connie, Sue, Bishop Keith, Abbie 
Bundy, Betty (Bo Peep) Penny, Donna, Dcn. 
Linda, Lorraine Chavez, Steve Chacon, Merle 
Shyne, Laura, Darlene O., Maddy, Steven, Elena, 
Officer Shay K. Mikalonis, Niki, Roni, Bob, 
Carol, Kim Henehan, Kathy Watson, Jim and 
Wendy Music, Maureen Light, Tim Harris, Jim 
and Mary Lou Slater, Stan Watowich, Lety, and 
Linda, Jennifer, and Maureen Light. 
  
To submit or update prayer requests for this 
newsletter, please contact the church office at 
928-343-9551, or ctryuma@gmail.com.  
 

 
Please note: 
The deadline for newsletter 
submission is 9 a.m. 
Wednesday. Thank you. 
 

 

CTR Prayer Project 

In the exercise of His will He brought us 
forth by the word of truth, so that we 
would be a kind of first fruits among His 
creatures. — James 1:18 

The art of lying has become commonplace, and 
censorship has added to its popularity. We used 
to listen to politicians make campaign promises, 
and when they failed to deliver on them we 
attributed it to a failure of Congress to act on 
them, a failure of people to support them, a lack 
of funding to initiate the programs, or 
positioning too far down on the priority list.  

Today, however, politicians make campaign 
promises so voters will think they are on the 
right track, when in actuality, they have no 
intention of ever fulfilling the promises in the 
first place. We sort of expect this of politicians, 
but we don’t expect it of scientists, school board 
members, corporations, health professionals, 
teachers, or family members. We expect the 
truth from them.  

In years past, a handshake was as much of a 
commitment as a legally binding contract. 
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Today, even legally binding contracts—indeed, 
even our U.S. Constitution is subject to 
misinterpretation, neglect, or even brokenness. 
So few people speak the truth these days that it 
is nearly impossible to tell what is true and what 
isn’t. If we are unable to trust our leaders, our 
elected officials, and all those we depend on for 
our daily decisions, where can we turn? 
Fortunately, as believers, we can hang our hats 
on the promises of God. And where can we find 
the promises of God? In His Word. In our 
Bibles. Commitments mean little or nothing to 
our society today, but they are the glue that 
binds the Body of Christ to its Head. Can you 
imagine God telling Noah to build an ark and 
then choosing not to flood the earth? Can you 
imagine God telling the Israelites to rebuild 
Jerusalem, and then allowing its enemies to 
keep them from doing so? Can you imagine 
Jesus telling His disciples He would rise from 
the dead in three days, and all of us still waiting 
for the Resurrection to take place?  

God’s word NEVER changes. God ALWAYS 
keeps His promises. God’s character depends on 
the reliability of His promises. God created His 
Church to become the bride of Christ. God 
created Israel to serve Him. God has promised 
that Satan and the Anti-Christ and the False 
Prophet will all be thrown into the Lake of Fire. 
Without faith in God’s Word, we have no hope.  
And God is counting on us to be as truthful as 
He is.  

Many of us are hesitant to trust our government, 
our society, and even our neighbors these days, 
but we must never stop trusting in the truth of 
God’s Word and speaking it to others. Will the 
broken promises of others lead us to mistrust 
our God, as well?  We dare not let this happen. 

Praying in One Accord God’s truthfulness 
and integrity enable us to be in one accord with 
His promises and commitments. 

Accord Prayer Lord Christ, when the world 
around us appears to be totally untrustworthy, 
help us focus on and cling to the promises You 
have made for Your brothers and sisters in 
Christ. In Your Name we pray.  Amen. 

Prayer of Thanksgiving Father of Truth, 
thank You for being a God who always does 
what You say you will do. Thank You that Your 
Word and Your promises are fully reliable.  
Amen. 

 
Sunday, Nov. 14 
11:30 a.m. Worship Service 
 
Tuesday, Nov 16 

6:30 a.m. Bible Study (Matthew) 
6:30 p.m. Grief Share 
 
 

Wednesday, Nov 17 
2 p.m. Bible Study  
5:30 p.m. Praise and Prayer Service 
 
Sunday, November 7  
11:30 a.m. Worship Service 
 

 
The Efficacy of Christ’s Sacrifice  

(Hebrews 10:11–19) 
 

 
 
 


