
      

 

 

 
 
After Word — What Is Truth?  

 Then Pilate went back into the 
headquarters, summoned Jesus, and said 
to Him, “Are You the King of the 
Jews?”  34Jesus answered, “Are you asking 
this on your own, or have others told you 
about Me?”  35 “I’m not a Jew, am I?” Pilate 
replied. “Your own nation and the chief 
priests handed You over to me. What have 
You done?” 36 “My kingdom is not of this 
world,” said Jesus. “If My kingdom were of 
this world, my servants would fight, so 
that I wouldn’t be handed over to the Jews. 
As it is, my kingdom does not have its 
origin here.” 37 “You are a king then?” 
Pilate asked. “You say that I’m a king,” 
Jesus replied. “I was born for this, and I 
have come into the world for this: to testify 
to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth 
listens to My voice.”  38“What is truth?” said 
Pilate. — John 18:33–38 (HCSB)   

We get the impression when reading about 
Jesus appearing before Pilate that this is the 
first time Pilate has seen or heard anything 
about Jesus. The leaders of the Temple bring 
Jesus to him after their own sham trial, and 
Pilate asks what crime Jesus has committed, so 
it’s easy to think Pilate is just now seeing Jesus 
and hearing about him for the first time. It's 
doubtful, though, that Pilate wasn’t already 
familiar with anyone in his region who drew 
crowds of thousands to hear him speak.  

Pilate was in Jerusalem for the major feast of 
Passover, for which every Jew in the entire 
country travelled to the Temple in Jerusalem. 
Pilate lived in Caesarea, a much nicer city for 
Roman proclivities and much closer to the 
beach.  

He traveled to Jerusalem with thousands of 
Roman soldiers to ensure there would be no 
uprising by Jews thinking this would be a good 
time to riot. There is no way that Pilate’s 
soldiers were unaware of Jesus and his following 
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(as shown by the Centurion’s visit to Jesus to 
heal his servant), especially after thousands of 
Jews greeted Jesus entering Jerusalem shouting 
“Hosanna!”   

Waving palm fronds and shouting “Hosanna!” 
was not a praising of God. It was a political 
rallying call for the Jews to rise up and 
overthrow their oppressors with Jesus as their 
Warlord Messiah. The palm fronds had been 
memorialized on their shekels, the Jewish 
currency used in the Temple, in recognition of 
their victorious revolt against the Seleucid 
Empire of Antiochus IV by the Maccabees.   

No doubt Pilate had a lot of information about 
Jesus and his followers. It was his job to know 
these things. He knew that the Jewish leaders 
envied Jesus and that this was the root of their 
accusations against him (Matthew 27:18). By 
telling Pilate that Jesus claimed to be a king, 
they were accusing Jesus of treason. Under 
Roman law, such a claim was treason against 
Caesar; Herod Antipas was exiled merely for 
requesting that title, despite Caesar Augustus 
having given it to Antipas’ father, Herod the 
Great.    

When he asks Jesus if he is a king, Pilate gets a 
philosophical answer from Jesus instead of a 
political one. Pilate sees no rebellion in the 
making, just another philosopher who thinks 
utopia is possible and that he would be the best 
guy to run it.  

Pontius Pilate was well educated and familiar 
with philosophers such as Stoics and Cynics. He 
most likely had little interest in them but was 
aware of them. They were antisocial and 
annoying from a political perspective, but they 
were not a threat to the Roman Empire—nor 
was this Jesus fellow who prattled on about 
“truth” instead of defending himself against the 
charges he faced. Typical philosopher. So, 
Pilate’s “What is truth?” may not have been a 
real question.  

Was he asking for a response?  

Was Pilate interested in understanding what 
distinguished opinion from justified belief?  

Was it a rhetorical question indicating that no 
one really has a sufficient answer?  

Was he just irritated by Jesus’ response to his 
question?  

We’re not sure what Pilate intended in that 
question. We do know, however, that 
in Pilate’s practical world, truth was whatever 
Caesar said it was.  

It’s important to recognize that Pilate turned 
from Jesus without waiting for an answer, 
turning away from the one who is himself 
“truth” (John 14:6).  

In declaring Jesus innocent, Pilate established 
the fulfillment of prophecy—Jesus would 
become like the sacrificial Passover lamb, an 
unblemished male in its prime (Exodus 12:5).  

The lamb who takes away the sin of the world, 
sacrificed for us.   

Your Brother in Christ, 

Fr. Austin 

 

 

Season after Pentecost 
Sunday’s Lessons 

 
1st Reading:  Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14 

Psalm: 93 
2nd Reading: Revelation 1:4b-8 

Gospel: John 18:33-37 
 

 
 
 

  
 
Lord, we ask you to comfort and sustain all who 
in this transitory life are in sickness, or any 
other adversity. Open their hearts to know your 
love and feel your presence.   
 
We pray for Carrie Ruse, Al Manning, Dale, 
Scotty Haskell, Julie Corral, Bill and Judy 
Fletcher, Zachary Kircher, Katy Mize, Lina, 
Bruno Hildebrandt, Kara, Eric, Ella & Timothy, 
Gerry Pyper, Sandra Pyper, Steven Fischer, Ann 
Traverso, Neil, Pat Galloway, Dorothy Green, 
Denise, Connie, Sue, Bishop Keith, Abbie 



Bundy, Betty (Bo Peep) Penny, Donna, Dcn. 
Linda, Lorraine Chavez, Steve Chacon, Merle 
Shyne, Laura, Darlene O., Maddy, Steven, Elena, 
Officer Shay K. Mikalonis, Niki, Roni, Bob, 
Carol, Kim Henehan, Kathy Watson, Jim and 
Wendy Music, Maureen Light, Tim Harris, Jim 
and Mary Lou Slater, Stan Watowich, Lety, and 
Linda, Jennifer, and Maureen Light. 
  
To submit or update prayer requests for this 
newsletter, please contact the church office at 
928-343-9551, or ctryuma@gmail.com.  
 
 

 
Please note: 
The deadline for newsletter 
submission is 9 a.m. 
Wednesday. Thank you. 
 

 
 

CTR Prayer Project 
 

Let us not become weary in doing good, for 
at the proper time, we will reap a harvest if 
we do not give up. — Gal 6:9 

When we faced lockdowns for the first time, we 
were happy to “help out the cause” and do 
everything we could to bring a quick and 
successful end to the pandemic. But it has been 
nearly two years now, and not only are 
lockdowns still in effect in many places in our 
country, but travel restrictions have gotten 
worse, vaccine mandates have limited access to 
family and friends, and people’s temperaments 
have become grumpy or even intolerant.  

As Christians, we know we are to turn the other 
cheek, love our enemies, and try to persevere, 
but it’s not as easy as we thought it would be. If 
God is omnipotent and He has our best interest 
in mind, why is He allowing all this to happen, 
and why hasn’t He put an end to the pandemic, 
lockdowns, masking, and vaccine mandates?  

We just want everything to go back to the same 
as it was two years ago. Or do we? What do we 
know now that we didn’t know then? Has God 
made us wiser in many respects? In our 
churches, are we clinging to our faith in God and 
praising Him for His presence with us through 

these difficult times? In our families, have we 
made it our goal to keep in touch and support 
those who’ve been sick and who have lost jobs, 
making every effort to continue to do good, or 
have we joined the ranks of those gathered in 
the pity pit?  

We have to keep reminding ourselves that God 
uses adversity to help us grow spiritually and to 
depend on Him more fully. We’ve hung in there 
thus far, and it is no time to give up. Let us not 
grow weary in doing good. Let us put on a smile 
each day, instead of a frown. Let us seek out 
opportunities to help our neighbors and lighten 
each other’s loads. It will make the time pass 
more quickly, and it will refocus us on what is 
most important. The harvest is just around the 
corner. 

Praying in One Accord If we give up before 
God’s perfect timing, we can’t possibly be in one 
accord with His divine plan of redemption. 

Accord Prayer Lord Christ, please help us see 
these difficult days as opportunities to persevere 
and overcome evil. In Your Name we pray. 
Amen. 

Prayer of Thanksgiving Patient Father, 
thank You for supplying all we need to do good, 
one day at a time. Thank You for encouraging us 
to never give up. Amen. 

 
 
 

 
Sunday, Nov. 21 
11:30 a.m. Worship Service 
 
Tuesday, Nov 23 

6:30 a.m. Bible Study (Matthew) 
6:30 p.m. Grief Share 
 
 

Wednesday, Nov 24 
2 p.m. Bible Study  
5:30 p.m. Worship Service (Thanksgiving) 
 
Sunday, November 28 (Advent)  
11:30 a.m. Worship Service 
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Daniel's Vision of the Son of Man  
(Daniel 7:9–14) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


