
      

 

 

 
 

 

CTR Zoom Prayer Services 

Join us for Morning and Evening 

Prayer Monday–Saturday mornings 

at 8 and Monday–Saturday 

evenings (except Wednesday) at 5. 

Just copy and paste the following 

link into your browser window:  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/92280

28283?pwd=UEhWbit3MmtTT0Er

OGFEQUN1dFk0Zz09 or go to 

http://Zoom.com and use the 

following Meeting ID and Passcode:  

Meeting ID: 922 802 8283 

Passcode: Bible 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Church Worship & Office Location 
 2215 S 8th Ave, Yuma, AZ 85364  

(928) 343-9551 
  

ctryuma@gmail.com 
Fr. Austin Mansfield, a/OSA, Rector 

(928) 247-4001 
fr.mansfield@gmail.com 

Dcn Linda Stokes, Assisting Clergy  
(928) 259-6620 llstokes1@me.com 

  

Worship Service Times 
Sunday 11:30 a.m. & Wednesday 5:30 p.m. 

  

Church Mailing Address:  
PO Box 2919 

Yuma, AZ 85366 
  

Find us Online: ctryuma.org  

Find us on Facebook: 

  

 Christ the Redeemer Anglican Church,  

A Christian Community 
   

  

Parish Council Members 
Senior Warden 

Frank Durham, frankdurham65@yahoo.com  
  

Junior Warden 

Randy Smith, Bumper1194@gmail.com  
  

Treasurer  

Jeffrey Polston, Jeffrey@matpc.com 
  

Assistant Treasurer  

Mary Sue Houston,  

neverhom2003@yahoo.com 

  

Motty Durham, mottydurham@yahoo.com 

Pat Fraser, lakefrontwest@shaw.ca 

Ann Traverso, anntraverso@hotmail.com  

David Wayman, dwayman66@yahoo.com 

Connie Whitener, Believe47@q.com  

Eric Scherrer, ericandrewscherrer@gmail.com  
  

 Next Parish Council Meeting  

Dec. 1, 6:30 p.m. 
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The “Land of the Bible” tour to Israel 

is rescheduled for Feb. 7-14, 2022. 

Come walk the same roads as Jesus and 

his disciples did as we tour Bethlehem, 

Nazareth, Cana, the Mount of Olives, 

and other cities and towns described in 

the Gospels. We will visit the Upper 

Room and share Holy Communion while 

there as well. We will also visit the 

caves where the Dead Sea Scrolls were 

found, and even see the original scrolls 

themselves. Join us for this once-in-a-

lifetime excursion! Registration form 

and details are being sent separately. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9228028283?pwd=UEhWbit3MmtTT0ErOGFEQUN1dFk0Zz09
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http://zoom.com/
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In Other Words —  
Reflections on a Façade 

I stayed at the Sarajevo Holiday Inn in 
Bosnia-Herzegovina for about five months 
once. It was during the winter and spring of 
1996, as part of NATO’s implementation force 
(IFOR) peacekeeping mission established by 
the Dayton Peace Accords a few months earlier.  

IFOR had leased the hotel as its Coalition 
Press Information Center (CPIC), in which the 
daily media briefings occurred in the 
conference room and the upstairs rooms were 
used by the military members assigned there.  

It was an ugly brown and yellow building, 
made uglier by the United Nations’ plastic 
sheeting affixed where windows once were. The 
four-foot-wide holes in the walls made by a 
barrage of mortar fire during years of trench 
warfare in the city offset whatever heating 
efforts the furnace made.  

When Slobodan Milosevic began his 
genocidal attacks against the Bosnians in 1992, 
the Holiday Inn corporation removed itself 
from any affiliation with the hotel bearing its 
name in the city that had housed the Winter 
Olympics just eight years before.  

We hadn’t realized until we’d been there for 
a while (dealing with the local hotel 
management and the logistical issues of living 
in a war zone), that the building that proudly 
displayed their Holiday Inn signs out front and 
throughout the building’s interior had had no 
relation to the real Holiday Inn for years.  

This memory came forward during my quiet 
time with God today, as I was reading about 
how the Holocaust was the turning point in 
Christian behavior toward Jews. Prior to and 
during that, Christians had treated Jews 
horrifically throughout our history.  

In March 1492, which American history 
records as the time when Ferdinand and 
Isabella of Spain funded Christopher 
Columbus’ journey to the New World, those 
same monarchs signed the Alhambra Decree, 
forcibly expelling about 200,000 Jews from 
Spain. Many were forced into the ocean and 
drowned. Others had been charged exorbitant 
fees by ship captains who brought them 
hundreds of miles away from the shores of 

Spain before dumping them overboard. The 
Christian nation of Spain killed or banished all 
these people while at the same time sending 
Columbus forth to bring Christianity to the 
world. The Alhambra Decree wasn’t officially 
overturned until Dec. 16, 1968 at the Second 
Vatican Council (Vatican II).  

Vatican II was just two decades after the 
Holocaust. Christian silence and acquiescence 
during the murder of six million Jews 
eventually shook the Christian spirit enough to 
change its perspective regarding them. Today, 
as Israel’s own government attests, there are no 
better friends or allies for Jews than the 
evangelical Christian community. But it took 
centuries of un-Christlike behavior culminating 
in such a horrific climax as the Holocaust to 
make Christianity look deeper into its role and 
mission in the world.  

It seems as though the Church has forgotten 
that Jesus was the Jewish Messiah promised to 
Israel before he became the friend we sing 
about in the popular children’s hymn. He was 
born Jewish, of Jewish parents, celebrated the 
Jewish feasts and festivals, grew up to become 
a rabbi with thousands of disciples, and left no 
indication that he converted after the 
resurrection. The Bible says Jesus is our great 
High Priest—a distinctly Jewish term depicting 
a distinctly Jewish position. The Jewishness of 
Jesus has always existed despite Christian 
efforts to ignore it.  

(I always thought it strange that Christians 
blamed Jews as “Christ Killers” despite 
Romans being the ones who actually crucified 
him, and yet Italians never faced similar 
persecution.) 

William Shakespeare’s play, The Merchant 
of Venice, delivers a timeless soliloquy by the 
antagonist Shylock, a Jewish moneylender, 
about the ongoing persecution of Jews even in 
17th-century Europe:  

He hath disgraced me, and hindered me 
half a million; laughed at my losses, mocked 
at my gains, scorned my nation, thwarted my 
bargains, cooled my friends, heated mine 
enemies; and what's his reason? I am a Jew. 
Hath not a Jew eyes? hath not a Jew hands, 
organs, dimensions, senses, affections, 
passions? fed with the same food, hurt with 
the same weapons, subject to the same 



diseases, healed by the same means, warmed 
and cooled by the same winter and summer, 
as a Christian is? If you prick us, do we not 
bleed? if you tickle us, do we not laugh? if you 
poison us, do we not die? and if you wrong us, 
shall we not revenge? If we are like you in the 
rest, we will resemble you in that. If a Jew 
wrong a Christian, what is his humility? 
Revenge. If a Christian wrong a Jew, what 
should his sufferance be by Christian example? 
Why, revenge. The villany you teach me, I will 
execute, and it shall go hard but I will better 
the instruction. (Act 3, Scene 1) 

Much like the phony façade of the Sarajevo 
Holiday Inn, the Christian Church has 
frequently shown a false face to the world as 
the Body of Christ, while behaving in extremely 
un-Christlike ways within.  

Christianity has done wonderful, helpful 
things as well: building hospitals, schools, 
orphanages, homeless shelters, charities. My 
point isn’t whether the Christian Church has 
done good in the world; it definitely has. But 
the Church is composed of individual 
Christians, who also do things that are not 
good.  

We wear our crosses around our necks, post 
Bible verses online, and show other external 
signs of Christianity, but do our other 
behaviors honor the God we represent? Or do 
we create a façade that disguises a less-than-
holy demeanor within? 

The Sarajevo experience seems to come back 
to me now as a reminder of my duties as a 
disciple of Jesus Christ to always behave 
according his guidance. I would dread 
departing this earthly existence to find that, 
like Holiday Inn’s corporate management, 
Jesus had disavowed any association with me—
that I had carried his name as part of my 
identity fraudulently, disparaging his good 
name by my own misdeeds.   

Jesus warns us about that in his Sermon on 
the Mount: 

“Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ 
will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only the 
one who does the will of my Father who is in 
heaven. 22 Many will say to me on that day, 
‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name 
and in your name drive out demons and in 

your name perform many miracles?’ 23 Then I 
will tell them plainly, ‘I never knew you. Away 
from me, you evildoers!’ — Matt 7:21–23 
(NIV)  

This dread strengthens my resolve to ensure 
I’m doing Jesus’ will, instead of my own, each 
day. We can oppose sin, and still love. We can 
be wronged by others, and still forgive. We can 
accept that God’s plan for each of us will often 
involve doing things we don’t particularly want 
to do but doing them anyway.  

Advent is a season in which we are called to 
examine our hearts and ensure they align with 
God’s. John the Baptist’s admonition to 
“prepare the way of the Lord and make his 
paths straight” refers to our spirit—to adjust 
the areas we have bent to accommodate our 
own perspectives instead of God’s, and to 
smooth the places made rough by our sins.  

This Sunday begins a new year in the Church 
with the first Sunday of Advent. Let’s prepare 
our hearts for our Lord and Savior with 
determined love and forgiveness. 

We can be more than a façade. 

Your Brother in Christ, 

Fr. Austin 

 

 

Advent 
 

 Sunday’s Lessons 
 

1st Reading: Jer 33:14-16 

Psalm: 25:1-9 

2nd Reading: 1 Thess 3:9-13 

Gospel: Luke 21:25-36 

 
 
 
 



 
 

  
 
Lord, we ask you to comfort and sustain all who 
in this transitory life are in sickness, or any 
other adversity. Open their hearts to know your 
love and feel your presence.  
 
We pray for Carrie Ruse, Al Manning, Dale, 
Scotty Haskell, Julie Corral, Bill and Judy 
Fletcher, Zachary Kircher, Katy Mize, Lina, 
Bruno Hildebrandt, Kara, Eric, Ella & Timothy, 
Gerry Pyper, Sandra Pyper, Steven Fischer, Ann 
Traverso, Neil, Pat Galloway, Dorothy Green, 
Denise, Connie, Sue, Bishop Keith, Abbie 
Bundy, Betty (Bo Peep) Penny, Donna, Dcn. 
Linda, Lorraine Chavez, Steve Chacon, Merle 
Shyne, Laura, Darlene O., Maddy, Steven, Elena, 
Officer Shay K. Mikalonis, Niki, Roni, Bob, 
Carol, Kim Henehan, Kathy Watson, Jim and 
Wendy Music, Maureen Light, Tim Harris, Jim 
and Mary Lou Slater, Stan Watowich, Lety, and 
Linda, Jennifer, and Maureen Light. 
  
To submit or update prayer requests for this 
newsletter, please contact the church office at 
928-343-9551, or ctryuma@gmail.com.  
 
 

 
Please note: 
The deadline for newsletter 
submission is 9 a.m. 
Wednesday. Thank you. 
 

 
 

CTR Prayer Project 
 

Calling His disciples to Him, He said to 
them, “Truly I say to you, this poor widow 
put in more than all the contributors to the 
treasure.” — Mark 12:43 

At Thanksgiving, there are always leftovers. I 
love leftovers. The food tastes better after it’s 
had time to soak up all the seasonings. I can get 

pretty creative with what’s left over and leftovers 
make for an easy, quick meal later in the week.  

When I was growing up in a family of six, there 
usually weren’t any leftovers, but now that my 
hubby and I are retired, I cook so that we will 
purposefully have leftovers. I know some who 
set a place for Christ and always have an extra 
serving. I know some who freeze their leftovers 
and take them to family or friends who are sick 
or recovering from surgery. And I know others 
who don’t like leftovers at all, so they find 
someone to give them to, feed them to the dog, 
or scrape them into the garbage disposal.  

I think God likes leftovers. When He fed a 
multitude with only five loaves and two fish, 
there were twelve baskets full of leftovers.  

But our Scripture for today tells of a time when 
God is not pleased with leftovers, and that is 
when we are giving back to Him. He doesn’t 
want our tithes and offerings to be given out of 
what we have left over after we’ve done 
everything we wanted to do or spent all we 
wanted to spend. He wants our tithes and 
offerings to be off the top—set aside BEFORE 
any of what He has provided has been spent on 
other things. (Many people don’t think God has 
provided our wages. Yes, we worked for them, 
but God gave us the talent, put us in a certain 
location, and orchestrated our jobs, and as if 
that wasn’t enough, His Word tells us that 
everything in heaven and on earth belongs to 
Him; we are just stewards of it while we are here 
temporarily.)  

If our giving back to Him isn’t sacrificial—if it 
doesn’t cause us a little discomfort or pain—then 
we are giving out of our surplus. If our income 
always leaves us with “leftovers,” God wants us 
to gather those leftovers in baskets and give 
them back to Him, leaving the choice of worthy 
charitable causes up to us. Then, all we have to 
do is call on Him when our next need presents 
itself, and He will provide for us out of His 
abundance. 

 

Praying in One Accord When our giving and 
our receiving are in one accord with God’s plan 
for us, there likely won’t be any leftovers. 

 

mailto:ctryuma@gmail.com


Accord Prayer Lord Christ, You know the 
motives of man. Help us make wise decisions 
concerning our tithes and offerings, keeping in 
mind the fact that You will always provide for 
our genuine needs. In Your Name we pray. 
Amen.  

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving Heavenly Father, 
thank You for trusting us with all the resources 
belonging to You. Thank You for leftovers. 
Thank You for guiding us into righteous giving 
and spending. Amen. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Sunday, Nov. 28 
11:30 a.m. Worship Service 
 
Tuesday, Nov 30 

6:30 a.m. Bible Study (Matthew) 
6:30 p.m. Grief Share 
 
 

Wednesday, Dec 1 
2 p.m. Bible Study (Revelation) 
5:30 p.m. Worship Service  
6:30 p.m. Parish Council Meeting 
 
Sunday, Dec 5 
11:30 a.m. Worship Service 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Signs of the End 
(Luke 21:5–38) 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 


